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The imperialist struggle over Abassinia in the late 19th
and early 2Uth century involved three suropean powerst
Britein, Fraonce and italy. wcach one of these powers had .;
its own degigns und interests whilch most often led to - 1-3§
clashes and keen rivalry with the others. .
kver since the acquisition of India, Britain hed been - ‘“:“-L;
interestedin sccuring the area stretching from the A i . s
Straight of Gibraltar through kgypt, the strategle area~ . St
of the Hed Se¢a conneccting with the Indian Occan. The ‘ ‘ © T
1-British cccupied rgypt ian 188¢, thus making it seccure f' - a
far theif intereats. In 1881 the Freanch occupied a coa-

ling ataticon in what later became Yrench Somalllang,
}..> "'and through a treaty wes sls sble %o build the Djibouti
-5, .Rﬂilroad which was auppoosed to extend *from the coast to
- . i : the western part of Abassinid .
The clash among iuropeen colonialist powers had been
noticeable since France and Britain staerted their grand
'> piens for the division of Africe into their own apheres
: of influence. Britain dreamcd of an empire from the
i Cape of Good Hope to Caire, and France from the Atlantic
. 0Ocean {north and socuth of the Sakara) to the Indlan
. Qcean. Thus, as MacCalluxz points out, "inevitable French
jl" and Britich axbitions came into co&flict.on the Upper o
T Hils and in Etbdssﬂﬂgswnere the potcntial emplires ecroosed.® . ’
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..I Itnly wan ihe lost colopislint power that arrived on’ the ST —:t
< -." scene, Hetlween 1869 and 1830, private Italien companies L0
“.7it ' ~bought coaling stetions in Eriirea and little by little
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‘mic developnent of an extensive hinterland.

~In 1882 Itnoly, through local ehiefs nnd secret treaties
with Prance and Britain, formally acquired Eritrea, N
~ and between 1889 - 1392, it waa able to annex whg; later . .-

. i
.rounded by rival coloninlists wishing to partlition her

‘state haa rover echived politicnl stability,nstional unity'"?J

_ PEthiopia™ hno been an capire of hidden war. The expression ;.f'

- the right of natlonto nelf-deternination inecluding up to = . = 2
‘emecepaion. This fs the only foundation for unity bapod-
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consolidated that part of the country into a colony.
The scheme of ltaly wan, like ‘the French and British,
to anncx the whola of Abasgsinia zo a fullfledged colony. o ?[
ke MecCallum puts it aptly: ] "
"insconced side by side on the Enst African coest, the TV
Prench,the British and the Italians ell looked out over ;
the ship lancsa linking durcpe with the Far Eaot and their
own minds planned how they might monopolize the econo-

A e

cgma to be known aa Italian Somaliland. ... .. - |, =
Britain had slready csteblished itself in Kenya, the Sudan, -
Egypt and British Somaliland. Thus AbASSINM becsme sur-

but yet reluctent to upset the ctaotus guo.

It is the Treaty of Uccailli (1889) that brought the
contradictions of Italian interests in Abassinla to the
surface. The cain purpese of thie historical excursion
till thae treaty of Uccialli 1889 is to have @ transparent
hiotorical materialism view which disprove the clalm of
Abanainian atate over the neighbouring Afrieeng; puch as-
Oromo nation ,Eritresa,Afar and Somall cost,S5idera, Gurage
¥allemo ect. Thus "Lthiopa™ an empire of o multi-naticnal

and territorial integrity so it dresmed., On the contrary

Ethiopie can be resliged only by the recogoenistion of
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on equality of oppressed nationalities and the will of ?

the broad maeses,in order to build a multi-national people;s
demccratic republic.
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i'The self—Criticlsm Bureau of the Ethiopian National .. . e T e
Liberation Front has most strongly criticized its oppor- ~° . ‘ . .
tuniet and revisionist mistakes made by its leaders S "1,A
during the period of 1369 - 1374, BRI S T
The essence of th: miatakes commited by the leaders TR T e
during this period was the failure to carry the prian- Cona
ciple of revolution.

. The Oromo National Liberation Movement for Independence
eastablished in 1458 in pale, Hararge, Sidamo end Arusi. -
The main cous@ : of thie movement is againat politiecal - o
ec@nomical and national oppression. At ite very beginning 'j
“the revolt which has trsnsformed itself to the national -
" . movement was lead by the peasant revolutionaries; namely
.¥ako Gutu, Ahijie Chiri and Wako Lugo. '
At the same time there was a Somali-kovement existing in‘F -
‘"pthiopian® territory for the unification with Someliland. ’

" As soon &8 Somaliland became independent, the Liberation

. Pront for Western Somalia was immediatly castablished.in

‘; Kegadisha. The new nanme qg the rropt wag conciously ex- Rt
.;} preseed in order to meet the philosophy of expansionisn ’
'::.and'greater Somalia. This was the most difficult problem
. . which manifested itself into two different movements i.e.
t: Orome Movement for NMational-Independence and the Libera-
‘.77 tion Front of Western Somalia. S
.. However in 1969 the military coup in Somal;é brought e
fnew form of organizgation. The new mliltarg_gpvernment \
was at first unprepared to support both movenenta. Thua ;. -
t‘nnmbers of both frouts abroad decided spontaneously to
'rorm a new front. They held a confersnce on June 27 1971
‘1n South Ienenwita-the he¢pdthe feudal-fasciat subveraive ;3
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“aetivist Group and declared a new name: "'thiopian hational )
: ‘Liberation Front”. ERACA TS
i_ 5‘nf!his is the main platform where its opportunist. revisio- -_‘. S
'_133 nist end chauvinistic mistake have been exposed: ; - :-,: B

. 1. it is impoesible to establish such a front without the i
- kR partibipation of the revolutionary masses of ail nationa- l:' f%
. i lities within this territory and revolutionary movements -~ o :j%

;: 'f;'\, nuch a3 osritrean Lideration ¥ront, Afar and Somali Cost A ;?5 - )

antt colonial and new colonial Movement, and many ather
~ democratic orgenizations concerned with “Bthiopian Kevo-
lution. : ’

iAZ. At this time the term 'hthiopla“ had been realised as N N

f an expression linked with the expensionism religicus aad-, )

7+ oultural Imperialism and Zionism of the ruling Abassinian.

7%, Therefor, the term Ethiopian Vational Liberation Prout
"; is 1nappropriate.

213. Ita programme pointed out that parliamentry struggle
:'is the only memns to achieve = people's democratic dic- L
- tatorship. The programme did not express the necessity .f:.‘
ﬂ“)t seizing political power through armed struggle. s

‘. The background of formulating the name of the Front

Ta. fo diaunit the revolutionary forces which are armed
- agalinet the common enemy: feudaliem. imperislism snd
"""  Abassinien Great Chauniniam. Py
9bQ 20 isolate the revolutionary practice and activity
o of Orome Mational Liberation Movement from Organi- 11 i
-‘zakional functions. : : .
c. To disarm the Orome Mational Liberation Hovenent by
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hindering itsfron1|n‘ernahona!sohdarny
d. To euppresa any movement which identifies itself with
f" Ornno nationality. . .
" Therefore: We exposé this subversive activity sgainst
world revolution to the workers, peasants, revelutio-
nery intellectuale, small businessmen, national patriotica
and other democratiggroups to be usedataguide in their

_ "sion and exploitation by imperialism, feudalism and great
A';chauviniem.

'FLThe ¥orld Wide Oromos) for Liberation Movement call on
5;every dpnacioua Oromos and progreseive forces in propa-
’fgating the struggle of WYWOLM as widely ao possible among
f.the masges of the people. So that the masees will regerd
” this struggle as thelr own and carry it out conaistently.
.. The WWOLM calls on all party members - the revolutionary
,Arad world, African countries, Latin America, Asie and
e Sy A Ty AR ARy T R
..Buropa, peace loving nation and mass organizatione to
_aupport our organigation and encoﬁrage our militant
, revolutlionary struggle to set an example among the people
:fjn carrying out this progranme.
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:power of .the bureaucrat-cepitaslist,compradore and landlord .
- ¢lasses which ls fully eubservient to U.S.imperialism and CEl
z;onisn. Therofore,in order to reslize the wish of the people '
;;ﬁézliberate themselves from the oppreassion,and expiaitation
by imperialiem, feudaliem end and bureaucrat~-capitaliam,

' tha Abansinian fascist dictatorehip must be eompletely

'.Tho objective of the revolution is to build an independent
.7 and democratic Oromo Nation, a Nation based on people's -
democracy as the transitional stage to socilalist and _:ﬁ,“
- communiet soclety. The motive forces of the Oromo peoplea‘’s s ’ ;
., revolution are the working class, the peasantry, the petiye ' ‘
ffbonrgeoiu class and the democratic elements, with the working
oless as the leader-#f.the revolution and the peasantry its

zain fonce. On the other hand the unity of oppressed nationa-
lites and its united fromt <for carrying aut armed struggle,
and the class solidarity of the workers and the peasantry _
of . the opprensing nationalities. L e Ty *

L

‘Nation a Nation dased on people’'s democracy ee the transitio- 'I
L . "
nal stage to socialism, the WVOLM puis forward the main L

"1'20 deatroy coapletely the entire statetmachine of the
] Abassinian fasciet diotatorship, the general representative T
r{or U.S. imperialiem, foeudal landlord class, bureaucrat- B )
ospg;alistl and conpradore-hourgeoisie, and to establish
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'“?s_j under the leadership of the working claas.
‘v democratic dietatorship shall be the instru-~
; : hunde of the opprensea peoples® to protect
. ™i. .amental interests snd to-completely liquidate
cif-:sm. feudalien and bhureaucrat-capitalism, so as

;- « free and democratic Uromos Mation _ leadxng
2 socialiam. e
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“{:}o‘x;guldate the domination of foreign monopoly capital,
_;£¢“QQ1 landlords, bureaucrat-capitalists and compradores
_in Liae economic field, and build a people’s democratic

*<ednomy, namely economy in the transitional stage to socia~
¢liuJ where there is no exploitation of man by man.
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: dliat. antl-f.udal and anti-bureaucrat-capitaliet ncw

‘_culture. Literature, art and science should serve the
.. workers, peasants snd soldiers of the reople's Liberation

+ . Army. )

. The system of education and teaching snall be oased on the

iiQeolog;cal revolutionization and toster the spirit of love

;:for the people, the country .nd laoour. To integrate theo-

\ -retical education with physical labour in the practice

7 of production. To adopt the system of comoulsory edu-

‘. cation for children, male and female, fxee nn:.nhmgt

! h ~ Ssxpenx fxreex ey xinorge

“." Sueh are the main points of the programme that will be

inpiemented by the peopl#s democratic dictatorship,ae

_ acresult of the natlon-wide victory in the revolution to

T a3 owerthrow. the Abassinian faecist dictatorship.This, is

.. nbt.en essy road,but a long one which is full of twiets

“and turns, hardships and difficulties. But this is the

SRS ehly'road leading the Oromo people’s to liberation. There

-.-is no otker road, nor cam there be,’
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- COUHAGEQUSLY ONWARD TO OVERTHROW AND DESTROY THE
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