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) 7hc imperial.l.st struGgle OVI~:' AbQ.!;5inia in the late 19th 

and early 20th ccntllry involved three ~uropeun powers: 

,-: . 

Britain. r'rnncc and It!lly. r..Dch anti .. of thecc powers had 

its own deDign~ und interests which most often led to 

clasheD nnd keen rivalry with the others. 

1ver since thl: acquisition of Indin, Britoin had been 

interestedin ~H~curillg the nrcn otrf.:tchine; from the 

Straight of G.1brn1tnr t!1rough i';gypt, the strategic- area'- J,' .,' 

of the Hed Sea connecting wi th the Indinn Ocenn. The 

I"" '-. 
. Bri tiah ,?ccupicd j';gypt i'l1 1138i I thuo ffi3k.ing it secure 

for their interento. In 1881 the French occupied a CaB

ling station 1.n what lEiter becAQc }'.!"p.och Somolliand, 
.. '-:.' 

" ".' 
.-.... 

~"and through a trcaty WHB ole oble to build the Djibouti 

Railroad which W!l3 sup;'lo~cd to E:xtp.nd 'from the coast to 

tho wcntern part of s\bl'lssinia 

The cluBh among j~urop'~E!n coloniulilJt powers had been 

noticeable nince France and Britain started th!.!ir grar..d 

... ,. , ..•.. : .. : 

') pluns for the divisio::1. of Africa into their own spheres 

.:; .. 

, 
~ .. 
, ., 

., . 

". 

of influ~nce" vritain crea~cd of nn empire from the 

Cape of Goad Hope to Cairo, ond France from the Atlantic 

Ocean (north lInd oouth of the ~DI~ara) to the lndlan 

Ocean. Thus, no MncCallu~ points out, "inevitable Prench 

and .Bri tloh n:r.b! tiona cu:ne into CO~fllct on tho Upper 

Nile 8!1d in ,t'\.boS~i!"l\cl".l ..-h.ere thc potentinl emplrco croosed.· 

Italy wao the lont coloni.oliot power that-arrived on"the 

8CCr:!C. Bctr.ecn 1869 U:l.d WSO, privllte Italio..n companios 

·:.bought coaling etetiO!l3 in lrit.rc3 n..'ld little by little 

.. ' 
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consolidated that purt of the country into a colony. 

Tbe schel!le of Italy wun, like 'the FTi!nch find Br:i,till!:. 

to arulc.x the wholu of Aba"S5inia no a full fledged colony. 

As MacCBllu~ puts it aptly: 
.', 

"1neconced side by side on the L09t African C08St, the 

Prench,the Britieh and the Italians all looked out over 

the ship lanes linking !'.'urope wj,th the l<~nr Eaot and their 

own mindn planned how they might monopolize the ecano-

"." 

mic development o! an l~xtcnDlve hinterLmd. ._:!::;\:J, ~ 

In 1882 Italy, throuGh loenl chiefo and secret treaties' '~-""~:~4--::';,-X 
wi th ,ranee and Brl tain I formally ac~~lrcd J~ri trea'l ':;. <. '/ .. :~ .. :',.,',', •.. > ~ 
and between 1089 - 1392, jt waD nble to annex "'hat nter ~--." 

came to be knoYin DO Italiall ~orna111und. ~~. ,·;-:;.~;,:.t~. 

Drl tuin had already cetabllched itself in Kenya,' the' SUdllll,' · .. ~,·~·r 
Egypt and Eri tish :)a:ngl ilend. Thuo Abassinra becsme !:3ur- ........ -"-~ 

t ,- <:~l 
_rounded by J;'ivnl colonialist:] wishing to pBr't~tlon her .~~-;; 

but yet rel~ct~~t to upoet the Gtotu~ quo. 

It 1a tho Treaty of Uccailli (1889) that brou~~t the 
contradictiono of Italian intort!sts in A bnssinlc to the 

surface. The r:.o.in purpose of this hiotorical excursion 
till tho ~rcnty of Ucc!nlli 1889 io to hove u transparent 

hiotorical oaterialiam vien which dioprove the claim of 
Abaoainlnn ctate over the nclE~bourlng African;, Buoh as

Oroma nation ,Erltrc8,Afar an6 SamaIl coot,Sida~a, Gursge 

Vallomo ect. Thus "Ethiopa" nn e~p1re or n ~ultl-nat1cn81 

etnte hS3 r.over cchived rollt1cnl DtabilitYtr~tionBl ur.lty· 
and terri torlel intcerl ty .. an 1 t dresmed. On the contrary 

eEth1opia" hao been un c~pire at hidden war. Tho cxprc8s1on 

Ethiopia can bo recll~ed only by tho rccogonistlon ot 

the right of nation to nalf-aatoroinnt1on including up to 

eeccBa1on. This 10 the only to~ndatlon tor unity bS80d-

--2 -
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on equnlity of 0ilprcened nntionnl1tiee and the will ot 
the broad :nnseee,in ordor to build U ILulti-notic,nal peoplc;a 

democratic republic. 
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fheself-Criticism Bureau of the Ethiopian !lational 
Liberation Front has most strongly criticized its oppor
tunist and revisionist mistakes made by its leaders 
during the period of i'909 - 1974. 
~he eseence of th~ mistakes commited by the leaders 
during this period was the failure to carry the ~rin
clple of revolution. 

, ~ 

The Crome National Liberation Movement for Independence '.j" 
eastablished in 195tl in isale, lIararge, Sidamo and Arusi •.. :;: ..... ~ 
~h.~ main c<w5e, of this movement 1s against political - ;~,"i ·:1 
ec~nomical and national oppression. At its very beginning.'. : ••.. I., •.... :.~.~.:~.J .. 
·the revolt which has transformed itself to the national .. ;.: 

: . movement "as lead by the peasant revolutionaries; namely' -'" 

1Iako .Gutu, Ahijle Chid and "ako Lugo. "./~ 
At the same time there was a Somali-movement existing in ~ 
··~thiopian" territory for the unification with Somaliland. 
As SOOD as ~omaliland became 1nd~pendent, the Liberation 
.Front tal' Western Somalia wa:R i.:lmcdlatly eastablished.in 

Kagad1eha. The n€w name at; the tro.~t .. as conciously ex-

., ..... ~ --.,-- - ~. 

'. '.~ 

.... , ',' pressed .in order to meet the philosO;:i.hy of expansionism 

I
', ". and' greater ~omalia. This was the most difficult problem 

r·.o{ ~ ,.~. which manifested itself into two dift'~rent movements i.e. ';':-:-;":; 

''''':.:''' Oromo ioIovement for liational' rnd~pendence and the Libera- '1' 

\., . "", ." tion Front of IVestern Somalia.' .... ",.., . 

': ,::::t,=::e;::i:fl~:!a:~:a~~~~":e c::: ~:1~~:r;i~:;:::t e\;:~;~ 
. :f:::;f:'~.':s " "&8 at first unprepared to support both' ~ovements. Thus .;. _ :::t~~i 

:;I;;·'~i'j;;~\'.,;::e:~n:! ;;::t~r;::; ::~a: :::~:;:n::o:,,:::s~~:;71 ','~'fi 
;;,,': : ':',.'.,." >'.".1Ji South Yemenw1 U the Ilelpoltlle 1'eudal-fa.cis~ subversive' • :~-.., " .. ".. .. ', "} .. ".,,'.' ,',' '. -, .-, :.~;.",:~~., ':.' r~ ... ~S.~· 
:~":~~~'~~;~%~):" ,-...'. ;.:::,~,;, . ':';' < .4- - . -. ~ 
~'.;., :;:.- .~' 
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.' .. , . ' .. 
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" 
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':"1beration h'ont~. 
.;. : 

'. !b18 is the main plat£orm where its opportunist, revisio

. ', .... "'» J1~et· and cluu.lvinistic mistake nave been e.xposed: 

--... 
'-i' "';- c, ' 

1. it is impossible to establish such a front wi~hout the 
participation of the revolutionary masses of all nationa-

.j-, " • 111;l8e within this territory and revolutionary movements 
'.': : ':-""'!iuch as J>ritrean 11beration Front, A£ar and Somali Cost 

··:~i: ~:-~' .. :::c;:~~:i:~g:~z:::o::l::~:~r::~e::~~, "::i~~ ~:::_ 
:\!: .:.>,', r' luUoll." 

.,_,;;·~5.:r 2; At this time the term ".l:th1opla" had been realised as 
. ,-,p-;:<-:~. ;:an ezpreaaion linked with the expansionism religi.,uB &&4. 

"' :::;>:'_ . I· .-.tt:" .- _ oul tural Imperialism and Zionism of the ruling Abassinian, 
',- r':,':', !' therefor, the term };thiopian National ~l.ber"tion Front 

,I,,-;.\.,"1a inappropriate, 

. ',\.-,,,':);-). Its programme pOinted out that parliamentry struggle 
. ~ ",';-;.<..-~:' 1. the oal)' means to achieve a people's democratic dic-
.'J. ... _'-,'1'",-.• 

".':'.:':" :'-': ,:. 'tatorship. 211e prob.ramme did not exp:re&::J tbe necessity 

"J·5':;~r··)t seizing political power through armed .tr~gle. 
:;:~~::-~~'::::"" 4. fhe background of formulating the name of the li'ront 

.;"'i~~~:~:;: ~;~~::\he revolutionary forees which are armed 

againet the common enemy' feudalism, imperialism and 
'-: -:-:: --;. -- Abaaalnian Great Chaunini;,m, 4 

" 

'. .-
'.', " 

, . . . 

','. : , 
-' - '., 

" 

, 
, , .,-

- '. ".; 

"-
.' f . 

.• 1,~ 

/,";:- .' 
. ~ . 

... ; -:.:.1 
, , 

- '. . -~. 

~ ;'{-:' 
", ".' 

. "',' ;~:~ 

... '...". 

000425 

" 

.~ .. 

, .-. 
• .,_,..- \r~ 

--'-f'V" 

1 : 

•• 



"'-.-

'" OlllID-W 11m OIWMOS' I~ on 
'1IBmtATION MO\,EMJSNT 
M 

,. ., , ;: -

-t.' 

, ::. 
< . 

.~-"--" . ": ~ 
,:~'. ':::.:' ...... :.'" . .' . . .... ,.. . 
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" 

.' . 
hindering its from in~~~na!ional solidarity 

'-"''';';.- d. To suppress any movement which identifies itaelf with. 

,:.':~.,). ~~~:~,~ {, . Oro.o nationality. '. ' ~." :' 

:::7 ) 
-. :. 

.' i"· 

.-: ._.; , 

" . :.~ -, 
" Therefore: We expose this ~ubversive activity against 

world revolution to the workers, peasants, revolutio-
nary intellectuals, small businessmen, national patriotics 
aDd other democratiqgroupa to b. usedB'_guide ~ their 

revolutionary struggle to liberate themselves from opprea-

f 

.", . , . -, 

. don IIDd exploitation by imp~rial1am, feuda11em and great .. >-, 

>::.~~. "" .:. C~UYiD18Dl. 
." ",,-.. !rhe WO'l:ld Wide Oromosl for Liberation .\Iovement call on 

.. :{.:>~\~-';... every c:!pnscious Oromos and progressive forces in propa
;·~r:f·Y::,:· '-g"ting the struggle of IiWO.L14 8a widely aa possible among 
~~ .... J;:,!,.:,~" .. 

".,: :.~.- .• ,','- the masses of the people. So that the masses will regard 
~L:-J.-<·~':-'-.thiS struggle as their own and carry it out consistenny. 

h~·~',<.. !rhe WOLt! calls on all party members - the revolutionary 
. ;:?·:·.:~·:··~;··_~J.rab world, African countries, Latin America, ~8ia and 
-;- .• -;}-: . . ~f:~. ,Z;uropa. peace loving nation and mass organizations to 
i"· .. ':; -~- '- '. . 
'," c.... 'support our organization and encourage our mi11 tant 

.;.~~ .. ~~:--.; . 
. . 2/:'-

~ ... ~ . 

~: . -.. ' I , , :. '.'<~~ ": revolutionary struggle to set an· ""ample among the people 

. " 1n caU7ing out this progrBmle. . '.', J;;' • . ,:}-~~~.'-

t, ·'.r ~;,:~ih~;'h~;~ '.; . ':" ''-,"; '·>':.-~--·.<~:;Jt .:' . 
. ',~.',.;:::,.-.".'_,_ .. ,:::: .. '.:,:,<,:,~" , .. ;~" !he Political Bursau of , , ~ ~,II :::: ,{;:~: .. ,. 

'. : .'- ':~-:., ;.':':~:.:;,f -~;'.' :i': ~.~.~;':l .' ::-.:~ .' ~;:'. • ... 
'. ' ' •• , .~,\ _. '''~'. _.~:'-f 

I - IlarCh 1975 . ..... -.;, ... : . - . 
. , ",:~ - ~ .. _'. . ~'" -;'":'.;.I/':<,-,~: ~. '-;, --:..... .~: '; -~~~:'< .:. ~.; .. :.:-.< ~ -:', ,".'.',','~.::;.'.:;S ',", I 
:c·,', ••... " .. ~i~.·.,·,.'·,.,::- . .;,.-.· -:. ,--. .. -' " . , •.. ,? '. .• _ , 

- - ,.- -'r' :~.,: ..... ' •• ~ .:::.,' ••• <".-.:~~-:t.:.: .,:~:: .. :.: .. ~ :':: .. :f.:::···.;, .•. :~. ~-,., ,.".- .' .'f : .... :,";' ~ .. - -·c.: ... '.: .. '\'-"!.." .. : .. -.~ ._ . . . '. ,~ • 

' .• "':".~",',~:, .. "'~"::' •. ~,.,;, .• ~ .• ~ .•. ~,; .• ".'~.-,',' .•. ~,:,.:,.,~ .. ~,., .... ,., ,.,._~.~, .• ",.: : . '~t".:~-\~~C ~ t': t.: . _ ". :\. ~~.~' ,.-, -, -. -'. _~. '. ~. _ ... : .. -::~ :;:1'~;~~::: ~". i -->: !;.");' .. /::: :.:~i . , ... ,~<::. i,:"';;' ~._ i :'~:'::."'. ~~~::~ ;::~ -.~:>S~ +. 
"'.i*.i",~ ",~~,~"'--r:. - .- ... .. ~- ----:- .... -.--

.' -.' .. 

. ''', " 
-:, . -;.. 
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"'·'~··~·~~·'":~::-;;:":::'~~~f~·~·-:r!t~~;:.-~C!»~;;. ~~·:.:r~:'~~~t'-~~1f.~~~·~.::"~~~i1i~~:, '.,!~,~ .;~.~* ~ .. :;:~~~. , ::." ~;~,. ~ (. \~\ .;.~~ 

~
~ :~::.~ -.~~ .::'(~~~~ -;~;~;iii;~':'::::::.'~ ;', ;~' j':" .~.~-,",: .• 4:: . , ~ - ':':~~.':~';? 10,. ", ••• :-':~ .,!~ {"' r.-': \: ~:.~~~ f:~~~~i, .. ~.· I,: ': ',.' ,: '~:.' .. _} 
. . -' _" .~ .. ;" ,,' ."', tU JIOAl) to I.IlIt:BAtIOli POl! THE OBOIIO Pl.OPLE'S .. ' .".< ; .. ;;. ' ••• ,; ! .. 

'. -:: '-~;""','y:~';':;'::t~~;j~~~" ,: :~.' '~" "'4.
4

, • • -':r .. ".-~- .l~.:_ '. :;. ,,' " ·-':'~:{.\~":~;'·~·:·~~~>~':i~;~ [ 4; !:1.~- ~:~;.::;.-
•

.... ~\;." j. ~ ~:1,r}:':'~ ..I;':.;·-:'·~fJ·;.t'/·;::~ , .: :.- ... _. :; \~:;-::: ~ ~, ... ..;.:~--. .;~ ,'~':-: .~; ~,}f .... ~::-· "-: --tJ: ~-:."t.!~j..~.f;i::: ~:,.~: .. ~,:.t:"~~~,~'i; ~~~:.,:, rt ... -: l;, ... :, '. ~~-; 
~"K"\,:~if:'::;"":';~l' -_>;,,:.. ~ , • <. - ,. "-:~'\',~ .... :J_~~ •• 

"~~·h,-{-:;;'·i·Ki"lt:';'''''~:~; .'fli~ Zeu4al-Zasc18~ diotatorsh1p ot Abassin1a 10 the polHical _" ' . 
~"~'~~1'.~:~,· >;,.::~~J~~~"<::-;;·i,;power ;otioU1e bueaucra1i-cap1 tallB~,coIIlpradore and landlord . I 
. ".9" .,:,' .~ ' .. "'" .-- I, 
.. : .. :. ;'':':.> ~,:~.">:'.:.; .. clas.es which 1s tully oubservient to U. S.imper1al1om and 

,'. -., ." "-' .. ', '~-'\ : ",~ . . . < .. :' .,: i~::/';·".~::';'; : Z10nloll. ~erefore, in order to realize the wish of the people 
.. ~~'>;~.. :;~i:?>IS.~;.-:~o.- liberate themselves trom the oppression . and explO1. tat10n 
.• < '''~'::''':.'.'';':'' -117 imperial1em, teudaliem and and bureauorat-capitalism, 

· "-,- ;-;''' ~:'.) ~ . 
. (:,:,: .. :"":.', 'the Abase1n1an fascist dictatorship must be completely 
., ': ,~~ ", .. ;,,;-.- :' ... 

. (: .' ,. >fi~~:'\:<:.: de.troyed •. ~h1s 18the primary task of the Oromo people' a 
· :";,·';i",.:'~''-!:; :~evolut1011 at preeent. 
,t,_:-,,~.·~... : ~ '. 
:'C~'·';~'(·C; .1'he ollJeoUye ot the revolution 10 to build an 'independeat 
';.' -'';'' '!:., . -.- ., 

· :,':f/,;> .... 'aDd democratic Oromo liairon, a liation baaed On people's 
-. " democracy as the transitional etage to social1st and 

·\·::·:·~:t,>·. co-.niat aociety. the motive torcee ot the Oromo people'a 
~. ,., ._ol.""~ 

: '.'. 
.,' . ~' ::;. -. ' 

,';': ';':i:;} ::. ":, reyoluUon are the .. orking claes, the peaeantry, the petty-
...... "> '. ~'·.:;:!2'·:( 1I0urgaoia class and the democratic elements, .. ith the .. orking 

"::>0~~.::;:i> olasa as the leadsr,ft. the r .... olut1on and the peasantry .Ua .. -~;:" ;;, .. ' '".:-.. ,. 

'. .', 

.. · 

i<;",·"'p·;··,:':.;,.1DB1A IODea. On ~he other hand the unity ot oppressed nationa _ 
_ ::. !.-'.~:. ~ ';4;.-~',_ 
"i~';'ik,:::·:, lihll and ita united .tront for carrying aut armed etruggle. 
:'~,,:\,;.;;:~<:and the ola88 eol1dari ty or the .. orkera and the pea.ant~ 

opprellsing national1ties. . , ' . .-' 

Pl!OG~ FOl! PEOPLE'S DEIIOCRlCYI 

·IA order to \oldld an advanced, tree and democratic Oromo 

-. -.. ' 

r .. J 

'. , , •..... 'BaUon a liaUon based on people' a democracy as the traneiUo- I 
'.\;,;,\).:',' nal 8~age to 80ciali.e,· the ROLlI put. forward the main ,!, I -,,.., ';.~ .,' .. , . <,., I 

, .~}~1~E{:.t~te ot Ua programme ,as tOllO....; .. \.:;;:;~.:.;:~~;:;;~ .. ,., .. :,~.::_ ... . >c}:!.';\':'· 
..•.•. ·.1.·;. _:' 1)" •. I'I'ICc"., ',.:.:,., ....... ~ .. ,. - .. ;:.,'- . ,'<F·?'·,,· 

- .,...~ . ... .. 'r .:~.,<. 7- ~.,;~ 

,: :·:~2~~.~~.'~o dutro1 CO:::~:l; the enUre et:t~mach1n~' O~":h~' ., ·tl~ " 
; _ .. "-~ '-~. '.-" 

.llla .. 1JI1an tascist cUota~orsh1p, the general representative .,.'1 
·· .. ';;>:: .. :01 U.S. 1aper1al1sll, teudal landlord class, bureaucrat- <y;:; .;r 
. ':';' , .. ' :-
··;cl';, , :-.o.aps.,~a~. an4 oomprador.-~~ge01sie, and to establiah:~':t 

:'~S;1~:~~~E'::;"" :·::"··c' . ~):/;':;r7~ ,r,~-' :,,,,,: ~·:~:~:~·,\t~~,~··<>,-" ;:}:/.:l:.~_.:' ;.' 
......... ;... ..- .. -

.~~~i,i:...~.;.i"'~ r<1~~';":'~~"""~'-~'-'--""':t-------' -r--_~--:-- ---'7· " . 
• 

. ... t '. ... - .-.' 
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~ ~-,~", . _. ~ ~ .• = ·'~~.r"~F,~."il!"~"':;{!$f",~ 
~.~~~~~~,,~;;.~~~t. .... 11~.~?t~ .. ~~.~-:-~ \~:(:"~-f-"'''*~:-·-::t~···.: ~''';·f{i ... tl, -.~ 
~-t' ':;'··~~·.:::~·\:·~·~~:"~::·;r~~·-~.tr .. """" . -,.. '",." -.. ~. ··~"~·~:.\f::··· 
, .. .... < ... , -; .. ,'! .:.: ,~~<'~e·. democratic dictatorship shall be the joint ~:". 

\; :': .-.... ,.',:'" .. :~;;.,.:- 'f the wOl'k1ng clau, the p~a.antry, the urban 
~'; .. _~. "-~'~-~:<.:'.~"~~~";:);!'!~';.:"~ ,'.lrgeo1s1e, revolutionary i~1;ellp.ctua18 and 

. ~< .. 1 

'~;~~'K~~-~~~I~~._~!.t:~~::~;.1~~:~i.j .. "ratic 8~UP8, based on the worker-peasant 
~<~-:o::<.~ ,,·;·.~·';:ttJ';5\ ~:?\;'~_;.,'.i, .:~~~. j under the leadership ot the working class. 

• . r • ·.:' .. c·c' .. ,· .. :;~ _," ~ ddmocratic dictatorship shall be the instru-

," . no!!.'. ; :'" t" ~ hunds or thti OPVl"cflseci peoples' to protect 
'~." ';-'\, ~':"~' r,' ~::. ~~i.,~~-~~,,~., ~"'~.' ..uuh:mtal 1nteretit.e and to-,completely llqu~date 

, :;--'~ : ~ ~,,;;;r~;,,!:t<: .. : jI,Q, .teudalloDl and bureaucrat-cap1 talism, 00 as 

'l.?:,.:..:' ...... a fJ'ee and democratic uromos' NC1t.ion _ leading 
, .. -... :: 

: .... ' ' .,:.,- . 
. '.,..;','.' ~-;"<:~~-:;.'~, 

" . - '.". '..-,. ~_ ,t; .,. " ~,., '::-<-=.:<, .~ ...... 

. ' 

" 

'.:. 

: ::"'.' !,..... '.:'::;, ': ... '; .'., . : 
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. ;"u l.,:,,"!u,laate the domination of foreign monopoly capital, 

1.·(; .. e,;.'~1 landlords, bureaucra t-capi tal1eta and coa:predores I 
:. . ;~_." .... _ iu t,;,h::' economic field, and build a people' 8 democratic ~ -. 

, .. :', \i;:,.· '~'~~d'~:J;~O!ilY, namely econom.y in the trans1 tio!'lal stage to 80c1a- .j . 

·!j~::;K';~:,;;ii.~$!II where there is no exploitation ot mao by man. 1 
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''';','~'''''.; ,'~/! .1'ile· cultvre of people' e democracy shall be: an anti-imperi-

~i~:;~~:;~~~;., :.a!1&t, ~ti-f;..:udal and an t,l-bureaucrat-cR.pi taliat nc. 

(.:'-:~ ~.~.':<~·,;~·~¢ul tare. Ll tera ture, art and science should serve the 
i: t.' . workers, peseanta and soldiers of the reople'~ .&..iberatlon 

Army. 
i.: :', : .. ~ .. ,">rhe system ot education ""d teaching sllall bs based on the 

~,,),,:;,.',:': ideological revoluUonlzation and foster the spirit ot love 
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;(~,.~~~:~~~:~,)": :ret1cal education wi th physical labo~r in the practice 
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:;:J::~.4" ~ Such are the main points ot the programme that will be 
implemented by the peopl~~ democratic dictatorship,ae 
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a&result ot the nation-wide victory in the revolution to 

:}' .. ,' ·o'Yerthrow. the Abaasinian fascist dictatorship .. !his .. ill 
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