
The Olympic Games
Olympic G am es and of Expo 67. This is why we intend to 
do everything possible to help the gam es’ organizers 
m ain ta in  the  cost a t the lowest possible level, as they 
them selves have stated they will.

Such, then, are the main facts that led to my statem ent 
before the House last week, to the effect tha t we wanted 
assu rance that, if there w ere a deficit, it would be m ade 
good by a body other than  the federal governm ent. This 
guaran tee  was to my mind essential if P arliam ent was to 
be called upon to look into the action suggested by COJO 
with regard  to plans to secure funds, plans tha t the City of 
M ontreal calls plans for self-financing, which are more 
likely to call upon the general public than  on the taxpayer 
as such.
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[English]
Mr. Speaker, the governm ent has now received a letter 

from  the Prim e M inister of Quebec containing a clear 
assu rance tha t his governm ent would not seek financial 
assistance from  the federal governm ent should a deficit 
arise.

The governm ent has also received letters to the sam e 
effect from  the city of M ontreal and from COJO. With the 
perm ission of the House, I should like to table these letters 
now. The governm ent considers that the agreem ents by 
P rem ier Bourassa in his letter, and by M ayor D rapeau 
and Mr. Rousseau in theirs, provide the assurances we 
have sought. Since we believe a deficit is a clear possibili­
ty, these assurances are im portant. These letters g u aran ­
tee th a t any deficit would not be laid at the door of the 
federal government.

The governm ent is now willing to act upon the request 
of the city of M ontreal and COJO concerning the special 
issues of Olympic stam ps and coins. And we are  contin­
uing discussions with the governm ent of Quebec, the city 
of M ontreal and COJO on the best way of answ ering 
C O JO ’s request for an annual lottery.

Before I conclude, I would like to m ake very clear the 
nature of the federal outlays th a t may be involved in 
meeting the requirem ents generated by the Olumpics for 
norm al federal services. As I indicated earlier, these are 
not included in the budget presented by COJO.

One large cost item is the Olympic village. Between 
2,000 and 3,000 dwelling units are contem plated. Funding 
by CMHC could range from  $26 million to $54 million, 
depending on the num ber and costs of the units and the 
am ount of com mercial financing. We feel it is quite rea­
sonable to consider tha t this could be handled between 
now and 1976 under the norm al CMHC allocations'fo r 
public housing, which go out to all provinces, since the 
share which has gone to the province of Quebec has been 
running a t some $100 million annually. A fter the games, 
the Olympic village v/ould become part of M ontreal’s 
housing stock.

Second, we m ust recognize that the large influx of 
Olympic participants and spectators will put particular 
pressures on various services which in the very nature of 
things would have to be provided by the governm ent of 
Canada, such as personnel from the RCMP, the C anadian 
arm ed forces and custom s and immigration. It is obvious

(Mr. Trudeau.i

tha t if the Olympics are held in M ontreal, as they will be j  
now, the federal governm ent cannot stand  aside and say: I  
“We will not be involved in questions of security or cus- H 
toms or im m igration.” Yet, these are implied costs in the 1 
sense th a t they would not have occurred had the games 1 
not taken place. We an ticipate this m ight involve some $20 8 
million in increased costs, and we are determ ined to main- |  
tain a strict control over such costs.

Finally, there is a fu rthe r cost increm ent which would 
be incurred  if the CBC assum ed the role of “host broad­
caster” providing the basic television service a t the games.
In this event, net costs to the crow n corporation  would be 
an estim ated $25 million. Discussions are continuing on 
w hether the CBC would or should undertake this func­
tion, and naturally  the governm ent will have to reach a 
decision in tha t regard.

Mr. Speaker, the federal governm ent has a strong and I  
legitim ate concern over arrangem ents for the 1976 Olym- I  
pics. This concern does not, however, dim inish the warm  |  
welcome which will be extended to the Olympic games |  
and its participan ts by the governm ent and by C anadians 1 
generally. It is a challenging undertak ing  and I am  sure I  
that all C anadians wish it well.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. Robert L. Stanfield (Leader of the Opposition): Mr.
Speaker, I begin by using the w ords with which the Prim e 
M inister (Mr. Trudeau) ended his statem ent, that this is a 
ch t^ r^ g in g  undertaking one tha t all Canadians wish well. 
S ]j= ~  Jng on behalf of my colleagues and myself, I can say 
thaif we certainly wish it well and we wish to be 
co-operative.

I m ust say tha t I have some concern following the P rim e 
M inister’s statem ent. One reason, though not the only one, 
why I wish the gam es well and wish to co-operate is tha t I 
believe tha t C anada’s good name, as well, of course, as the 
good nam e of M ontreal and the good nam e of the people 
of Quebec, is involved in this enterprise. I point out that in 
1969 the Prim e M inister wrote a letter to Mr. Brundage of 
the In ternational Olympic Committee in which he said:

The governm ent of Canada warmly supports the application of 
the city of Montreal for the honour of being host to the 1876 
sum m er Olympic gam es. 1 therefore offer you a hearty w elcom e  
and extend to all who are associated with the Olympic gam es a 
cordial invitation to visit us in Montreal in 1976'.

At that tim e the Prim e Minister m ade it clear w ithin 
C anada tha t the governm ent was not com mitting itself to 
d irect g rants to support the Olympic Games, but I believe 
the international Olympic com munity and other countries 
would be justified in feeling that, 'the governm ent of 
Canada was going to see tha t these games were w arm ly 
supported, were going to come off and come off sa tisfac­
torily and in a creditable way. I think,I must also say th a t 
following that letter 1 do not believe that the Prim e M inis­
ter has discharged his responsibility in allowing things to 
drift along the way they^have drifted. So we have been 
confronted with this last-m inute emergency, and a deci­
sion as to what we should do to make it possible for these 
games to be arranged and in fact take place. 1 have to say.
Sir, that we have no firm assurance today that everything 
has been arranged.
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