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P.o. Box 1139, Station "H", 
September leth, 1944,

The accountant,
Ifni ted 1‘inrdon Payments Office, 
Temporary Government Building No. n 
Ottavm , Ont. J

V ■’ v.

I,ear -ir:

clai

for

t 'Vith reference to the attached travelling 
n: Iron ’»r. ^.N. I» nv for trie to Chicago and 
rn, hr. : ay obtained hia ticket Montreal to 
around return via New York. He hus Prepared 
claim as if he had returned direct from Chicago 
on l‘.r«*al ns I have told hi n that; he would not 
1 lowed for expenses via New vork. Ho is quite 
riled with this and would like you to charre 
persona account for the extra amount expended 1 In ticket via hew York.

Yours very truly,

T.lï. Smith.
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P .O . Pox 159 , S ta t io n  "H ", 
September, ,1 8 th , 1944.

. -, ... i - .  4 .

The A ccou n ta n t, ■• *?SV * ■ ' ‘ ■ • \i ■
U n ited  I'inrdom Payments O f f i c e ,  ’ ’
Temporary Government ’ -u i ld in r  Ho. 8 ,
Ottawa, O j.t.

Dear s i r :

E nclosed  p le a se  f in d  T r a v e l l in g  and i n c i ­
d e n ta l Sxner sea a ccou n ts  from Dr. A .N . V.ay co v e r in g
tr.1.r:j f-,o ^  j CUp.0 #

Yours very  t r u ly ,

T.ffi. Smith.
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THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 
RETAINED IN DEPARTMENT 
UNDER SECTION 3(4) OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ACT 1958. MfrUerf
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UNITED KINGDOM PAYMENTS. OFFICE %

V  ■

F ile  No, TRA/3A.
ï■

'..'"r c

Ottawa, Canada

August 1 3 th , 1945

w¿t-iOr*
■ pfr}'.

.V:?

Dear S i r :

V am in r e c e in t  o f  warrant //33187 issued  
by you to  Dr. A. N. May on May 26th , 1945, p rov id in g  
tra n sp o rta tio n  from M ontreal to  Ottawa and re tu rn .

As Dr. May has not subm itted a t r a v e ll in g  
cla im  to  cover the above mentioned w arrant, I s h a ll be glad 
i f  you w i l l  k in d ly  advise him to  do so in  order that th is  
warrant may be checked.

Yours t r u ly ,

Mr. 'I'. E. Sm ith,
P .0 . Pox 159,

S ta tion  "U ",
M ontreal, Quebec.

(,T. H arrison) 
A eoountant.

r*.V r .

© Crown Copyright
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P .0 . Box 159, S ta tion  "H ", 

28th A ugust, 1945*

The A ccou n tan t,
U nited Kingdom Payments O f f i c e ,  
Temporary B ld g ., No. 8 ,
OTTAWA, Ont.

Dear S ir :

With re fe re n ce  to  your l e t t e r  o f  August 13 
re m issing exnense account o f  Dr. A.N. May -  M ontreal 
to Ottawa on May 26th , p lea se  fin d  th is  attached 
h ereto  and a ls o  one from him fo r  t r ip  to  Chalk R iver 
on august 15th.

Yours very t r u ly ,

Smith.

...

© Crown Copyright
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M  «

P .0 . POX 159, s ta t io n  "H ", 

14th September, 1 9 4 5

* > <*

The A ccountant,
U nited Kinrdom Payments O f f i c e ,  
Temnorary Pldp. , No. Q,
0TTÀ7/Â, Ont.

Deur S ir :

Enclosed p lease fin d  unused p ortion  
o f  C .? . lk. t ic k e t  No. 286668 issued  under warrant 
No. 34418 to ik.N. Vny which v/Q3 not used.

Would you n lease enter claim  fo r  refund o f  th is  
expense.

Yours very tru ly ,

T.E. Smith.
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i f*.

>  > > 1,
' : i f < ;4 :

30 th Oeoember 1949«

Writ '

)enr ha,) or Ciliar ì r>ore;<,

"hv.'* y  V ’ ”;' ja« uh Vor yc.tr lo t  tor  or the 23rd o f  
1 o r , 'V eh Imp, inn o r "  *<.ri with Mine o f  the ¡îlot*

he* J»*‘ * ’ ; • .»;il aod T. fin»! quito i .u f-1  and I
• n  f  r:> *• ■> y .  4'ox havii.p -sent i-.o an tixnot aopy*

X i*. ’Va I : ï ;
a very h.» y /,•: *

to t •• ?. th ia  opportunity o f  wishing ycu

Yo*tro /.vineorely,

M arriott,

K n jo r  P. • . C.« i ?» o - '  oo rfM . ,
(V>vernor 4 
!u. . " r i  -f'ji,
. :c Pi «Id .

.* • • '• y • t  j • * . i . <

7 V, '■'-h-!*{i<vhi)h'hr y-VK'
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All communications should be addressed 
to "The fio rem or" and not to any 

official by name.

" *’5; ’¡.i. jW^miAjr ’t‘ '• •■• •' " ■' ‘ ’ '•' ' ‘ '•f&wi. '• . • "v- .
Ä f t  M.-.Prison,. . •

.V- v; A  s'**'Wakefield. J )  r: |

23rd December 1949* ' .
t * - • . ^ r A  -, 'i? V-

CCNFIDiCNTIAL*
:•> . /  , 'fâcjaTKui* 0 -8 |\ö -Iho

ly

Dear M arriott.,
Pcfjyour P.F.66949/B 2 a/J.H.M. dated 30-1-48*

Christmas Beet»» to "bring a spate o f  correspondence to
our friends* t

I enolose an exact copy o f  a le t te r  received from a 
s c ie n t if ic  friend o f  his -  spelling  and typwriting mistakes inoluded*
I dont fo r  one moment suppose the writer is  anything but above-board 
but he uoes mention a lo t  o f names ,wh2.ch may possibly convey something*

I wrote to you on a sim ilar matter on 16-12-49*
I presume you received i t  a l l  right*

Tours fa ith fu lly , 

Governor*

/iL

J. ri.M arriott.,K sq.,
Box 500.,
Parliament Street B.O., 
London. S.W.l*

No. 037 (16676-M-4-26)
• ■ r v - .

© Crown Copyright
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HOTiS.—This form Is to bo used only when the original docum ent oannot bo. .• , /A'*V vVisforwardod to Registry. Only one name may appear on eaoh

R E Q U E S T  F O R  L O O K - U P .  I ' e . t h ' W i

R E G ISTR Y. Ploatuv look-up undermentioned and attach further papers. 

Section....fk^rrr... »Signature........ ............................. ;......  Date.......................

Name.. ,  

A tith e88

Jlcff. No.

N a tion a l i ty ...............................................hum o n ....................................................... ni.

Farther,,

Particular  8

..................................hum on........................................a t.......... ..................Uc*

.........i. i .......... f. w ................(:. í .  .V. ,iv. .Ï.Ç!

................... ............................................ M .w .q . . .e J ................................. , .................. . . . : M
I t ' I - ; vi .

H i m  m |' i I t  i  « i i (  i|  i  t i  I f  X »  • r • 4 4 ■ I t r . .........................V j a .  ..................... t l 4 í L Í V . V w A . . . .  t u e t . * . . . . . . .  ■ r ,

...............L ............Xr.Vrl................................

+  -  / ;

8. Foam 144

RESULT OF LOOK-UP.

Si í̂iníurc. .Date,
« * I

3 M
/.

i4fv •.Cuntinu« ovtrlenf i f  Mecettnry,

FILE herewith f  or OUT t

Coon, b

© Crown Copyright



PP.6^9^9/B. 2. 21at December,1949«

}{y dear ilaurlco,

I am enclosing herewith a copy o f  a le t te r  
addressed to Alan liunn WAT, which has been fonrardbd 
to mo by tho Governor o f  the prison in whioh he is  
dotninod. The writer, o f  whom wo have no id en tifiab le  
trace in our records, i s  a new figure in Nunn MAY* a 
correspondence, and although tho le t te r  seo.as harraleso 
X should be gratefu l i f  you could id en tify  him fo r  me.

Yours over,

J.H. M arriott.
M.Oldfield Ksq*,
>■ X • Sa
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T. . 0
_Nunn-May<

R . . 40 Oakbank Grove,
Hem© Hill#

. . . London.3 ,E.24,
Swiday,Peo 18th.49.

Dear Dr.May*
A le t te r  frotg me 1» long overdue. X should like f i r s t  o f o i l  to 

send the very best wished Jfrom friends at King’ a,and particu larly  thaose like 
Mats\ikawa,Ramanna ,and Roy,who have now gone on to appointments elsewhero.Moro 
news of them la te r « . I am sending o f f  a parcel o f  books via your brother,as I 
am not sure of your address now. I ’ m afraid the books wont arrive until after 
Christmas,but they come with the very best Christmas wishes.

Roy has now gone back to India. He l o f t  in November,with Raraanne, 
and has gone to take \ap a post o f Assistant D ircotor o f  Laborstonies, at the /  
Tata Instituto of Fundamental Research i  Rnmanna is  there too. I have he**rd 
once or twice from Roy. Atpreaent his time is  taken yp co llectin g  apparatus, 
and in fa ct he has to bu il up from scratch. Roy did very well at King’ s,and 
had about ten papers published by the time he le ft ,w ith  one or two more in 
the press. Most o f  hia work was on the angulaf distribution  of protons from 
* bombardment of ligh t nuolei,but ho also published a very nice piece o f work 
on pair produotian. Rnmanna pvLlishod a note A Nature on his Ph.D. work,on 
the ion chamber. Last year ho spent most o f  the time developing a multiple 
p lete chamber,which he haa taken with him to India.

iVataukovra has li ft ,a n d  has an appointment as Assistant Lecturer 
at L eicester. He hseAt yet submitted h6s thesis,hifcbix*hmfl±iixik±iik but should 
I think, be able to do no. He ran into considerable d iff icu lty ,o v e r  intensity 
in studies o f the imcisstiic in elnsic scattering o f neutrons. At Leicester 
a chap named Rose has b u ilt  himself a small Van do Graff generator o f about 
lMev., almost single handed. Ho has used the internal design of the modem V. 
de G. type ,without the pressure cover. Rose was a student King * a , during my 
f ir s t  year o f  reakarch. The lin k ir  am plifier trad ition ,or  mantle has been taken 
on by one Chvnowont,a b r illia n t  young chap,who has b<.cn doing some work on 
crystal counters. In particu lar, he has worked on diamond oountors,ancJ took yp 
the problem o f  removing space charge form them. By ft cycle o f operations, in 
which he f ir o t  irradiates the cryotl for o short timo with infra-red,operates 
a clearing field ,and  connects to a counter he aha been able to get reproducibel 
results,and to tie  up some of his results with theory of ion movement in chrystals 
He should be able to submit hi3 thesis this summer.

One Jolley,who I dont think you met,has Just had his oral examination, 
and should hear his resutl in a few days. He was on th same problem as Roy,but 
tackkcd i t  by the photographic plate melbod,

© Crown Copyright
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'• V ,  ; î  • ; ’ V V  . v T .  '  * .!•

w m m :rr*-

preparation o f rairrora fo r  the U .V.groiir^'‘ TSere was another* m rriage of, a mombi 
o f  the Nuolear group about 6 weeks age,and one o f the young theordtieal‘ people * ‘ * 
la s t  spring. Hu was orig in a lly  under Pinoherle, whoa aa you fcinoc probably kn’ow*^ *1*

1 has -le ft now,and ia at T.R.E. -
Last year the Dept.held the f i r s t  dinner ainoe the war. We had about a 

100 there,incluaing a ll  the teohinoal staff,and  the mael i t s e l f  was follwed by 
an entertainment,in which among other sk its oame one o f  Dr.Chapip&n end the 
atmospheric*group, They by the way have done w ell. Cardwell took his Ph.D.last 
summer,ends so did Morrison. Morrison is  now at Imperial College with P rof. 

Acunt,on somo Meterrogioal work,which w ill include olimbing the mast o f  the Jb.dio 
^Wation at Rugby,and possibly flig h ts  in a helicop ter.

Now may I send you my very bent wlsheom and the hope that these snip pots o* 
news have boon in teresting.

Yo»»rs ainoer ly ,

Sgdr»
'I^ÍNigel Trott)

• ■ » , i ,1 • > 11 11'

,  « .) •
•: j !.i-, -, .i .i i. ,,¿4.;.. .,.,, •

© Crown Copyright
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A now la b ,is  getting on towards- completion in the ^imdrongl 
bo opened in about a year foom now. The whole quadrangle haa been etccavated,and id 
about one f i f th  o f the steel structure is  now completed. Most o f hhis w ill be fo r  
biophysics,but a soction w ill bo for  nuclear.Howevor,ao the plans that had* been 
made<(for a generator there have had to bo abandoned,it is not easy to oee what 
nuolear cab bo done. Possibly some radiation work,ot trcer,but that is  not settle« 

Proud is s t i . l  wtt> ms. lie haont yet managed to round hia work o f f ,  
but in using the photographic plate method to study noutron scattering.

Thu biophysics section is  bencom^ng moire active almost every raonh The 
to ’ alnumb rs on research are now about SO in the various branches,end in addition 
to the two electron microscopes in operation,a 500 kov. ia being oounstruotod fo r  
the nan lrbjT/ilkins^and one Sedds have developod the Burcb roflooting  miorosoopo, 
ând published several papers. Miss Kriedlandcr has Just bad her oral examination, 

k’ or Ph.D.nnd seeed quite cheerful a fter  i t .  Sho was on one o f the electron 
mioroscopes.

aa1lcy is s t i l l  at the co llege . He h s the poot o f rvscnrcfc assistant 
to the Professor, This ia s new anno *nt mont oreot-d this year at mont o f the 
Colleges, It carrieo a salary o f about £500. He worked for some time on some 
short wave sbaorption,lihon on auto radiogr- phy,using the new $ sensitive p i t.es 
developed at Kodaks during the »lost 18 months.

You may know oomo o f the work going on a Birkbeok. Here Goorge is 
at911 on a course o f leotures on the quantum theory o f the eleotrodynomio and 
mooon fields,which he started several years ego. The personnel in his group thore 
does not change much. Slday,who had an I.C .I.fe llow sh ip  at Edinburgh,had to come 
batam fo r  financial reasonless liv in g  in Edinburgh proved so oxponaivc. Most o f 
Georgoo people work now on th photographic method,althoggh some cloud chamber 
work g»Rxxnji s t i l l  goes on. They make periodic v is its  to the Jung-frau station.

I am s t i l l  at K ing'o,lecturing to the 1 stM.B.fa. I took my Ph.D, 
examination recently,and th t went o f f  O.K, Also,in August,I married. My wife 
works os on assistant to the Biophysics grpup and came orig in a lly  from Vienna.

«o i:> very sk illed  at optic ,1 work — grinding and p o lish in g ,e tc .,and has fo r  
rxx her main work the maintenance o f the evaporating p lant,in sta lled  for the

© Crown Copyright
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^  5  0  < v .^  VVS.,
CONFIDE ITI AL.

it .66% 9/u.2 . 2 1 s t  Decem ber»19^9*

Dear Major Guiño ¿loores»

Many thunks fo r  your le t to r  o f tho 16th 
Deco'ibrr, enclosing a copy o f  a lo t to r  received by Nunn 
MAY* I a^roo with your view that on tho faoo o f  i t  this 
seems hnnoloBs, but I tun moat grateful to you for  bringing 
i t  to my attention.

I reciprocate*
Thank you fo r  your Christmas wishes» which

Tours sincerely»

J*1U M arriott«

Major D.Í3.K* Guitto-Moores» M*C.» 
Governor»
H*U.l*rinon,
Wakefield*

© Crown Copyright
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.¿VjV^Oôa irq
Ali ooHtmunicfltfottM shoutd be tutitresseiî 
to "T in  Governor" nati not to any 

» ojjicial by tutmo.

RF

J.H. M arriott, Baq.,
Box 500,
Parliament Street B.O., 
London, S.W .l.

L»VV

H. M. P r i s o n ,

Wakefield.

16.12.49.

Dear M arriott,

Reference your 66949/B2a/J*H.M<

I attach a oopy o f a short note o f  Christmas 
Greeting received, this morning fo r  Nunn May. I t  seems to mo quite 
harmless, but aa the writer seems to be a new ono and as para* 5 
seems to express sympathy with his views -  I'm sending this to you, 
mainly a» a matter o f in terest.

Best wishes fo r  Christmas,

U (ToCe. L fuLurìT  Youra fa ith fu lly.

Governor.

(I l>

N o .  0 3 7  (1667C>—M-4-26)
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t * route du Panorama 
• Fontenay aux Roces, 

(Seine) Franoe*

'7 k
•V-v. “ »

■•¿v ;-tv «sv-1 '•■rl■■ ' '^ 1 2 .1 2 .4 9 . ;‘
; » • * • r - -  v- r> . f i 1 * • ^  * , .

** *'■' 1 '■ 'v‘- ■ *1 :ï'W- ,-v  ̂f

7 r

Dr» A«N> May .  ^

Monsieur,
$

J* voua prie de recevoir me» voeu* de Noèl. .

V0Ua, PUl,,0i-  bientôt rejoindre

Cher noua, a la maiaon, le  24 à
une minute pour voua témoigné. notM  .o li'dartW ?0^  r° OU9illeron»

Veuillez aocepter a témoigna*©, et j ,
reapeotoDoujCê S * * exPrQ»«ion do mes aentimeata

R* C a illa t.

*>■? y, < *  ̂ ■ j ’4>*

, v .

/' *:/ r
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I '  r~

- ■\'V- ¿i** -■'■ i ' 1 vin1V , w .  f* » .if
T * t  \ I11’

]>mr Burley»
further to

roforoneo o f the 2n  ̂ * ‘f 1^ ’  fnr your record» that 
„ i l l  bo t  (UY to  alvo
ti»  further to Ç * ^ O‘ flùlÿ'ri&0«* but
un lK. , n .  of h i“ hTun u^ Ô "o . Althoup.h p o lito ,
unfortujutoly withou ^  anslotonoo auä I
ho refused to Rivo j ¿ t  roeonoilo eursolvos
to Ä o i n Ä - t U e r  Intervie«» at our ln.tanoo 
v d l l  1>*’ unelono.

Ycniro nliiooroly»

j.ll.M urriott.

il. 1L .Hurley » 
u o io  O ff  l o o .

.m i/:iv. % { /x y
v /  . . ^ 1

v'i. V • '•* • . r -  .
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Alan Nunn MAY.

-, .• -  _■ ». ----------------------------

On tho 21st March, 1%9, I wont to H.M. Prison, Wakefield, 
armed with an order to v is it  Alan Ilunn MAY. ^pon my arriva l I saw 
tho Governor and had a talk with him, ono which merely confirmed 
the views which he oxpreosed in his le tto r  at 539ft.

The Governor was a l i t t l e  concerned as to whether he 
shiuld carry out the normal routino la id  down by tho regulations 
urd ask MAY whether ho vruo prepared to aooopt a v is ito r , and i f  
so to caution him that ho neod not answer any questions. Upon 
reflection  he decided to leave th is task to me, and MAY was brought 
to the Deputy Governor's o f f ic e r , which was placed at my disposal 
fo r  tho interview.

I told 1UY at onco tliat I roprosontod tho Security Gorvico 
and that the Governor had requested me to make tlx) two points 
mentionod above. MAY replied that he was quite prepared to stay 
and 2i"ton to me, and wo thereupon otnbarkcd upon a conversation 
which was by no means ono sided. This lasted for about 90 minutes and 
was of tho fr ien d liest character, but the only real information that 
I could obtain was that his rccruitmont, I f  that be the right word, 
took place l ite r a lly  a few houro beforo he le f t  England for Canada, 
and that the individual for whom I might be looking in this connection 
was well out o f uy reach. I think i t  would be quite unfair to in for 
too much from what he said, but I gained the fa ir ly  d istin ct impression 
that the individual to whom he referred was & member o f tho Soviet 
’■)ib/tnny, and I also gained the feeling that this individual followed 
him to Canudu. There are however no firm grounds for  this expression 
o f view.

I put forward various arguments which I thought might 
perhaps away KAY to be forthcoming a3 to the ea rlier  deta ils o f his 
Soviet associations. In response I received only tho meogro dotails 

o utlined above. Ilia point wao that ho could not bear to bo a squealer. 
He despises such pooplo and would rather nerve hlo normal prison 
nentenco than gain any advantage by -  an ho put i t  -  talking out o f 
turn. Ho in obviously u man o f some character; equally ho is  a 
d i f f ic u lt  and lonely sort of individual, and ho was not much impressed 
by my nrgunont tlvtt by indicating tho individuals responsible for 
his defection ho might savo othora. lie said that aa a l l  tho facta 
luvvo been fu lly  reported in tho o f f i c ia l  publication o f  tic  Canadian 
spy cane, anyone wuo free to learn the lesson for himself.

’.¡o got on to tho question o f motivo. MAY told me that ho 
conn idoi’a Idusolf a S oc ia lis t , that ho is  pro-Flri tish , has never 
wished to lunn this country nnd has never boon anxious to assist any 
oi.i^r country. On his release from prison ho hopes to sottlo  down 
into u useful l i f o  in thiB country and not to bo harraound byM.1.5*
Ho claims that be did no dumago to hia country or its  interests by 
the notions which led to hia imprisonment. Ho explained at some 
lcncth how ho mis sent down to Chicago by hia Superiors in Canada 
to work in the American development plant, and how ho mo told 
u n o ffic ia lly  to keep his oyes and ears open and to report baok 
anything interesting that he might discover whilst in tho U.S.A*
On his return his superiors told him that ho must not prepare a 
written report on thoso diBcovoriea as i t  would be extremely 
omberrassing to the Uritish Ooverrmcnt in their relationship with 
tho American Gtato Department.

MAY says that tho information which he paased "on a dirty
picco o f  pnpor, at a street cornor" and the samples o f  uranium ¿p■

© Crown Copyright
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which ho handed over, wero in sign ifican t details connected with 
h is work, and that his only ob joot was to gladden tho hearts o f 
tho Soviet authorities by te llin g  thoa that tho atomio banb 
was rea lly  a worth-while weapon and a practica l p o s s ib ility , 
and not merely the f i ,7nont o f  some Journalistic imagination. He 
stressed that i t  would bo quito impossible to import any useful 
information on tho subject o f atomio research oven to an export 
physicist, in lens than six months in a laboratory. The whole 
subject was o f so complicated and experimental a charaotor that 
a more message or a ohance meeting could provido no information 
that could possib ly  be o f tho sligh tost assistaneo. He reoognioes 
that to break fa ith  a t a l l  was wrong, but is  puzzled to know why 
other people who aoom to have been more actively  engaged in rea lly  
oubvoralvo a c t iv it ie s  roooived muoh shorter sentences. Ho quite 
saw ray point that ho was a man o f specialised training and in an 
extremely trusted position , und that therefore his offenoo wua more 
serious. Herhupa the onlyargunont that affected him in any way 
at a ll  wus my suggestion tliat i f  ho did not indicato tho persons 
responsible for his downfall I should bo lo ft  to browse amongal the 
names o f hin friends, associates and oollenguoo, porhapn to tho 
unfair disadvantage o f ono o f  them. Ho oaid that he had alv/ays 
boon sensible o f  the danger evon o f ooraraunioating with suoh people 
for fear that to be associated with him would Justify  tho authorities 
in purging thorn from their employment. I asked him whothor ho oould 
nemo one person who hud suffered in this way, but ho wus unable to 
do so.

*.Vi*. I» — .  . V

?Á-Í

f t

At the end o f  the interview I commcncod to ask him, should 
he reconsider tho matter and docido to inform us more fu lly  o f  hia 
P&at asset;iation with tho ¿Soviet Intelligence Service to notify  
tho lovernor th*t ho -Paired a further interviov/ with mo, when ho 
interrupted me to say that he had no partioulur reason for bearing 
love towards ll.I .f». Ills f i r c t  contact with th is organisation had 
led to ten yours penal servitude as tho result o f the admission 
which he was persuaded to make to J.t.Colonel Hurt. Hin next 
meeting two yours ago (with Mr.Cusoen and Mr. Harriott) hud produood 
in him such a boilin g  it*go that ho had found i t  quito impossible to 
diacuss tho case at a ll  with them. After two years ho waa thcraforo 
no more pleased to sec nc, but ho naid ho hoped he hud not in any 
wn.y appeared rude. At tt»  came time ho hud no wish to meet mo again, 
and I fe lt  tliut his mind was mado up on tills point. However, I mannged 
to co »pinto my instn i • tiona that he should approach tho Oovornor should 
ho donirc to aee me. lie said ho thought i t  oxtromoly unlikely.

Diu*ing tho interview I made no promiso Or suggestion to 
him that uoy action o f his would load to a remission o f sontence, 
although I did montiou petitions v/hiah had boon made from time to 
time by tho Association o f ¿Scientific ’«Yorkers for hin rnloaso. lie 
m id that he wus not allowed to have any knowledge o f those o fforts  
on hi* behalf, although in fact ho was told that tho Association was 
currently ongaged in un «ttompt to socuro u remisuion o f hia oontonoo. 
He added that an additional reason for his d islike o f my department 
was hia transfer hack to Wakefield from Icy H ill. I noted ocmploto 
innocence in thin mutter and oaid that i t  vmo no part o f  our business 
o f  arrange tho transfer of prisoners, this being a mattor so le ly  for 
tho Homo O ffice .

I huvo no confidence that Nunn MAY w ill ever deolde to 
t o l l  his story , but thero is  ,Just the outsido chance that upon 
re flection  he w ill . / /

P .2 .a .
W^T.Hkardon. v

© Crown Copyright
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rataotwL Aíro oo;m i)3K iAL.

¡> '.6 6 9 '.9 /u .2 . nth llaich, 19A-9*

•axii* J t jo r  fUilae-’.o »roo,

Ylank you very much fo r  your 
le tte r  o f  '„ho L>th Mai'ch, in di oat I d/; tlw convenient 
(Uiton fo r  An in torv iow with Alan îlunn ilAY*

. BJJ-K.!»

To havo non r o o o iv o d  a  D o cc ia i 
v i a l t i m j  o rd o r  from  t l o  l ’r i  non Carcil n oion  w hich a u th o r in o o  
U r. 7i*J*, .knrdon o f  th in  o f f i o o  ono in te r v ie w  w ith  UAY» 
and i t  l o  liropoood th a t lie o h a l l  corno t o  f fa k o fio ld  on 
-londny tho 2 lu t  ¿larch* lie w i l l  bo a r r iv i t i "  a t  U n k ofio ld  a t  
2*25 i>*cn and w i l l  moke M o  way im riod in to ly  t o  th o ^ r lo o n . 
Unleoo t h is  io  n o t c o n v e n ie n t  t o  you  i t  in  n o t nooonnnry 
to  Acknowledges tliin  l e t t e r .

Youro n in o c r o ly .

J. 1U Marriott*
■lajor '*:;.r;uine-ìloolTn, iC*C.t 

fïovornor,
H.ll.IVinon,

Vía): o field*

&

© Crown Copyright



FERS (UAL AND CCNFIDOITIAL*
Atl communications should be aJdrttted 
to *'Thc Governor" and not to an/ . ».

Official by namt. H . M . P rison , U r a

Fake fie ld *  

5th Mairoh 1949.

R e fe r e n c e ï PF•66949/ B , 2 «

D ear
* P

Q| 7-M Ai

T ) ...... .6 ) 1 . ........... .....

ft 1£F.....A»

Thank you fo r  your le t te r .
We are very busy during T/eek ending March 20th*

The follow ing week,i-e;March 21at ~ 26th,(both inclusive) would be 
easiest from our point o f view*

We oouldfh»neverimanage March 8th -  12th i f  you 
prefer an ea r lie r  date. Afternoons better than mornings -  but i t  doesftnt 
rea lly  matter.

Tours sincerely*

/
Governor.

J.H ,M arriott. ,Eoq.,
Box No.500., 
Parliament Street B.O. 
London. S .W .l.

( )  <

0. 0 3 7  (166/<►—14- 1-2«6)

<iii
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o' y  ¿SC.Cf 7

miion conmuto«, 
noMirmv ttouic,

. DIAN « U l  ITRirr, 
WttTMtHITtR.

lONDON, l  W.l.

5th March, 1%9*

Dear Skardon,

I enclose a V isiting Order which 
w ill enable you to see Allan Nun May.

No doubt you w ill le t  the Governor 
know when you w ill be v is itin g .

Yours sincerely,

■ R i t i r

W.J.Skardon Esq.,;
Box 500. I "  V :>
Parliament StreetP arliam ent S t r e e t

branch O ffice .
i* i .» ....................................

H E 'Lf  ..
'  1 i:'i

( > t  • V "  1 t

U 'l'*

V J 7  / v  , M ?
' -V 1 •
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%>’•* hV’ *• ;;C ‘ ** *V&;x **••’ v ' v C - v , . : V - kV*^*

lT .66% 9/n .2. 2nd Uaroh,1949'

I

>xir hurley,

I an anxious to ninko ono taoro attempt to v 
pernuade Alan. liUnn HAT to do wlint ho him no fhr nover 
don«*, nai’t 5 1 / to ^ive uc on aocount o f  how lie who 
rooruitod an r r.oviot a<;ont. Ae you w ill roinomber from 
tho Canadian ouse, i t  in o loor  that hio o r ig in a l 
rearuiturnt must have boon e ffected  in thin country 
before over ho v.-'Mit to Canada, and nnturnlly I on mont 
anxious to r.et infon.iation on thin poin t. Wo had an 
unnuoooonful interview with bin about ei^htoon raontho 
ap.o, and I aa by no acann confident that v© otiftll achieve 
anythin.-; now, but I think that t l»  attoapt in  worth while 
• utkin.;. 1  have boon in comnunication with the (Governor o f  
Waite f ie  Id i r i non, v/Ivj in a^rooeblo to our r.iukinft tho attempt, 
and I :d»ul». therefore be (pratoful i f  you could arrange fo r  
un to h vo a fox-vil Vioitinfl Order fo r  the piu^*one. Tl)C 
o ffin e r  who w ill n° thoro io  Jim Sknrdon.

youi'o oinoorely ,

J .ll.ila rr io tt .
«>• i 1./•• iXil'ley ,
Hon'' i .f f io o .

© Crown Copyright
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• l > . t l j  • • ' '  * * g .•v * t . i, y* • * •• . r f - ■ • ' -, V {*•
•.» \ f  « #' <? * : u >• 
. r/o.

‘ 5. li.

PUnnOTÍAL AID COin'IDS IT1AL«, / oi\
CV/A". ' V 

• V • " ■*' i % >" •

iT.C C % 9/¡'.2 . ln t  lfcvroh,19W»

3‘jcfir Major (Vuino-Morc,
Vary zuxny thanks fo r  your la tte r  o f

tho atth  February. I na »oat g ra te fu l fo r  your 
o f ilunn :-u r  a probable roactionn  to fu rth e r  qucatlonlng, 
«na-rarisvuna to  any that frora ny c m  o ^ r le o o o  o f h la  I  
forcoU to ortoo w ith whnt you hnvo c o ld . ’ Icv®^h” ®"a. . th  
1 Milnk »0 ouj'ht to  i.uike one noro n tteupt to  got 
v c ^  lL o r t n n i  inform ation which we know hlin to  poaoeaa, «^

In v r .  n in  ftnk y'jn to r i i  n tine mhloh w ill
be convenient fo r  you.

Y ours s in c e r e ly #

Major Cuim'-U >re, 
(»ovornor,

Tri son ,
V.’nhaf io ld .

J J U I n r r io t t «

© Crown Copyright
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vi: M »

All com m u n ica tion , thoulH  r>a
» ild r ttttd  i0 •• f i i t  -  ' ■Om'arui «o» lo <tn9 nocini fc,crtfof M r u i m 4. an. Prtroa*

»U

;u . * * (a   ̂ **Ja#
,v>'

^ X I A  4 '

*u/ * <J4rlv1» &/•* í¿i > S tt Ás\ >— x'.n«  i

/1<S4 4 C4.*V «'irf'Ç -V.A/i

i/lC i <► ( xo/ erv̂

i C - / i «  i v i  / <, /K <« /.s, • A

# ’
M  a  ft .

.Vi >trA *.*-* a.t_y * t«u<_Vctn̂Ĉ  rt-̂ A-r»/

 ̂ uti a

**v »i cwfl a *<rx ^'  ̂ '
j  (^w/»_.4«AÍru( ‘̂ <*-> /t ŵ/ A

»i lV>nV*-i * i/ ,f V< A' l/ /f)l/lwc/yj <̂■-̂ <■*5 '!/'»<»*,*/

A C<'1* <V '̂. -tA/; V m  .k/T̂ V* tó*¿/s. ,,
!  *_ *  ¿  V 4 J t f .

r̂ uL̂_ '-v*<_ /rxft ./vit/va^ . (*+*—-' Ah. fib* f «•JÍ’iA'* < */.í " * \ y»

río. 0J7 *»mo /,in' \ /
/

' .•‘••J..1
i; *';;■>» ' t

*  , / f e ^

•,•. '<• » * » •• *1 •;• <■ '■ ■~\. • •*•.- /?# V* • . ■ * ¡V *.':.f''"!‘.r17,. '?"■’’ : ‘ V ft" r‘,‘\ •* - »

r/: ;/v-
^W-VJ Vi-V ;' :v"*r /.vr/v.*:

1 y i f f  ♦.» »
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;T .o6 % 9/H .2 . 21at February,1 9 4 9 *

Dear Fujor (Tul no-.lore,

Alan Nunn MAY

You wi 11 remember that about eighteen months 
ago a colleague and I interviewed the above at v/akofield 
in  an unauccooaful a item;.» t to f^rouade him to volunteer 
oertain information which I know that ho has in hie 
poano onion.

In the hope that Nunn IlAY w ill  now prove a l i t t l o  
more amenable 1 have i t  in mind to make ono further attempt 
to get him to talk , but before doing so I ahould be moat 
gratefu l fo r  your oottia tc  o f hia present attitudo to l i f o  
generally und you:* opinioii whether the chance o f our auoocoding 
in our task is  any mor: eu^ournging than i t  wus.

Your a sinooroly,

( a jo r  rU lH o-'loro  
ipivernor,»

J.H .H arriott.
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FF.R30NAL AND CONFIDENTIAL,

6 ^ '

FF. 669A9/D. R » n/Ji »!• 3 rd August, 19̂ M1

IX̂ ar Colonel MnrfcoB, . 1
Tluink you for your letter of the 

28th July, 1948» about A l a n J I u n n w h i c h  I ^  
acknowledging in the al.nenco o f Mr. Marriott who ms
Just gone on leave.

I van interested to seo tlx> extract 
fro » brother Ralph's letter and amused by bin inc0^T^t 
deductions. I ngroe with you that the «waning " ly 
too ¡»Inin, though I can not agree wi -h hia critio ianol.

Yours oineerely,

</
R.T. liecd.

Lt.Colonel C .C .’ lnrkes, 
1 1 . II.Prison,
'.Vak c f le id .

\.

/  i
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communications should he nddresstd 
^ 0  "r/ti Governor" amt not to an/ 

official by name.

C onfidential.

H. M . P rison , ^ ^ i. '
Wakefield. y > "t i* r  md/S~ - ».W* '  ^

I *
28th July 1548.

• * » » V** Ml

Re: 9118>Alan Nunn-May<

I>oa
c

x* if ^
My Governor,v/ho goes on leave in two days time, 

has brie fed  mo fo r  taking over "Operation Nunn-May" in  his absenoe, 
and this note marks my in it ia t io n ]

I enclose a copy o f the f i r s t  paragraph o f  a 
le t te r  to Nunn-+lay from h is brother Ralphj the remainder o f  the 
le t te r  contained nothing o f  note,and whole was passed to him as 
i f  per normal« t+p**.

I am sure you v d ll not have to o a ll your code expert*» 
in order tu appreciate the t jp c  o f man that brother Ralph is , and t h ' 
sort o f  Y/ay in which M s mind v/orkojaa revealed in this extract!

Incidentally ,the printed addreso on Ralph N-M'a
le t to r  sheet w as:-

BIDSTCN.,
TILEHOUSE LAKE.,

EENKAM., BUCKS.
This was struck out and the address ohangsd in MS

to: -  H
lAEUSDSN,

GERRARDS CROSS.,
PUCKS.

J.H.Morriott* ,E sq ., 
Box 500.,
Parliament St.Ç.O.j 
London, S.W.i.

No. 037 (16676—M-1-2G)

Yours J ,

i /
/C Lt . o o u . c . c . Markes^

/  )

'I • • i •

m i
r

i '..... W1

:>p fo U < \u * ......
■tis',

■34
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V.t

Kxtracto f. -on lo t ta r  addrooocd to
9 lid  A.Nunn-itoy. (Dcitod Jitly 24.)

Dora' ;JLcin,

I wua vu:y or ico d to U:ar ol* your novo fm n Ixiyhill 
to V’nkoficld,n- d took uhat atop:* I could to find out what tho 
i.utfUDritior- vroro p ia ;“in," a t. A ll I could got rrao run " o f f i c ia l "  
nnmvor v/hich melo no or a ronco than c f f i c in l  nn micro genora lly  
rio. Having con onod hmdroda o f thon nynolf I know the form too 
« o l l  to ho deceived^ But o venta in Bo lin  linvo since nuppiio their own 
onmvor,a3id knowinj, tho ¡cimi o f schoolboy lo g ic  that mot ¡.vaton tho 
o f f i c i a l  mind,and tho tim idity tlint innp: v» \ n il c f f i c in l  notion, 
i t  in now clonr to nci,aa i t  ir.ua'*. he to yoiyrtiy tho thick nteno vmllu 
o f  7/nko f ie ld  v/oro fo lt ,n t  tldo moment*to ho proforablo to tho nymbolio 
gatos o f  L och ili. The o f f i c ia l  mind Tran,no doubt,mi“guided, ub tho 
o f f i c ia l  mind alnont invariably ir.* But nt loa ct tho crudo iroohaninm 
of ita  v/orldng can now be di acornad* .( i *

i » *. * r  •< •  ̂ u . i n  /  / • ■■

:• MY* -. ¿taw  :*s.

© Crown Copyright
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SBCKîir
v * - ‘ Ì s

■i. ‘ '  *

A
>» ••

2nd J u ly  ÎSM̂ O*

r p .66W9/aWUTR

Pofir Major GuiAO-Mora,

I’lonoo rofnr to tty le t t e r  o f  2Vth Jtmo la s t  under 
tho above roforonoe.

Ti» poem iiaq boon ca re fu lly  oxaulnod by our oxports, 
but tl>oro arc no signs o f  any o f tho known trluku o f  oon- 
oorvlrricnt.

Though ono text in not onough to give ft f im  opinion» 
I think tho poan may bo allowed to go to rJUtilMtAY. but I  
nh mid be grutoful i f  you rrould oopy any' lurtnor texts o f  
a fliitilAr nature nod lo t  us soo than.

A
Yours ninooroly.

Ji2* (Ò ulJ  
/ j . l l .  M a r r io t t .

Major B. Guiso Moro, 
Tho Governor*
Ii.il. Prison,

,- r

isY
A

v *
. b 1

© Crown Copyright
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iftV.\ -V'i.' >'L1.• • i V»
jv- ■, » *1

; ■ä’ ' ' : .'f- V .
1 -V ' ■'

S i S c L :

th Juno I9 /+.O

< o # "'OMr Major Cuioo-Moro,

„1 Jríur’:c 73a VPrr nu' h fnr your le itor o f 17Lh Juno nbout tho corrongo.iflonoo aridrorood b /  £»r t  i
to 55,.. UnnJiOT ÎO.Ï, -nd for ‘.fc, c /Py or

“  ncT imllko^  « » »
oor .n ,c  o-rorto fo "  t W ^ , a . hnV° Wf0rwÄ thl“ to

^OArV.Alo : a’eoutd bo „lad i t  you *ould hold up
""  •'•’•» 1 hovo roooivod a xvport*■ • ■ * 1 ‘ 1 to t/»  ̂ou *

l o u r s  r . in c o r c i ly ,

ibi

(f
fa kl ct cl 

J. 1*'. Harriott.
i* : ’} I*- > ^V / l \

- n j o r  />. flu Lno !.:0 r o ,
The C o v o  m o r ,
H.,'.;. lYlr.rirj,

Wv',<3;n •*

, ••».• V. ,0

z  #

. „¿'"v*, ‘iWtf ¡"ri

C ;h
s*; iV,t•r. í ¡ 1V.1. >,.•*•'_

i *  JL *V Î
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http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/2215

© Crown Copyright



The National Archives' reference KV 2/2215

.< A, ; .1

V. ■ v  . . ■ \.>.v * v.

v;,AteV/<r
00FT OF LETTER TO 9U8 N.May* 

(Written on Form 24-5.]____________________ _____________  . isonor^ lo ite r  paper)) .
In replying to this lottor,pleaao write on the envelope;- 
Number 13542, \ Name. H.M.M&roovitch* f

Wandsworth Prison* ' ¿'jf **

To Dr Alan Nunn May. U  ̂ Si i %

May,true In peaoe, faithful to men and God,
Equall in fame with him (l)whom Elysium sage(2) 
Honoured and praised as th ’ noblost o f Mo ago 
Thou art;and like Mm o f the Attic mood,
That an th* cross for truth*n sake poured out his blood, 
Art endued with powers no wrong or outrage 
Con oonquer or debase;and they that rage,
And at thy blameless aotiona vent their lewd
D1spite,no more avail against thy fortitude
Than fraud against Truth, thy a trough and anchorago;
While Liberty,whom you serve,doth engage 
In every clime where Honour is  understood,
Friends to her aid,who,blest with thy courage,
Help theo to froed ’m,Citizen wise and good*

Finis.
(iJ.Socfcates.
( 2 ) .Plato.

To the Demo ora t ic  memory o f  Karl Marx 
author of *Daa Kapital"

•

V/hen tyrant Death,which onded not thy years,
Had argued thee with ease his dearest prize,
Thy Book,the cloudless haven of tho wise,
Marked theo as king o f Truth’ s renowned peers.
Thy largo unstinted wisdom over rears 
Deeds cLemocratio, brainless to c r it ic iz e ,
Ttough some tliero b e ,o f saneness hard to size,
Hear May(l) defended with scandalized ears;
Famine,and war,and ruin,are their gain,
For a ll  their talk o f  right and rule o f good*
The State i t  i^solls truth to sweat and blood,
While true bom men are heard with rude disdain. 
Therefore thy fame races to case their pain,
Wte>,deaf to Fraud,stand dotemed where Socrates(2) atpod.

flJ.Dr Alan Nunn May
(2) So-crates:not So-ora-tos.

11

(i' t. */. **. • ’ ,
« *•' . > •; ».• \ .*V *. \\ • * *.« ■/,, V W*'■' . ‘V;

’tel*.YU.“ •'» t'-i'i'j

© Crown Copyright
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I
Alt communications ihouftt be aiUin'tsed 
to "The Unvernor” tinti not to any

ojjtciitl by name.

H. M. P riso n ,

W akefield#
*

17th June 1948*

SECRET#

Doar Marriott,
Ra: 9118«A,Nunn May«

l st
ini \ t) ÜUH M l

Y v,....v ! a -  ..........JfeTT....
ir . l f ^ AC,ljC\

■ l U i i  ^  •

Reference your P#F #66949/13# 2 #a/J*HM# »dated 30-1-48*
I have ito doubt that you are aware that the above-named 

has boon tranaferred bock to our oustody#
For your informational am eending you a copy o f  corres­

pondence vrhiah oame in this morning,addressed to him# Presumably,one 
Marcovitch,a prisoner in Wandsworth,wrote to Dpan Hewlett Johnson,
(o f  Canterbury) enclosing some verses inspired,.and addressed to May* 
The Doan h a  forwarded them to L e jh ill,whence they were re-dire o ted 
to us here#

Beyond forwarding these oopioa to youl'vo taken no othor 
action# The normal action would bo fo r  me to write to the Governor, 
H.M.P# Wandsworth,asking him to stop any further correepondenoo from 
Marcov±tch»but as this might close a possible channel o f information 
I ’ ve purposely refrained from doing so* Perhaps you w ill lo t  me have 
your views on the matter#

May,oil oourso,knows nothing about this*

Yours sincerely,

4 r  ^
Governor*

J «H »Marri o tt  * ,Esc^*,
Box Ho.500,
Parliament Street, B*0#, 
London S#W#1*

HA . , „ y  . ' / .  ,i  cW l . *  i — ^

»• 4 JC«, /
A/*!,

/
/

N o . 9 3 7  (lo67(— l l- l -t>)

© Crown Copyright
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MINUTES'
•i:-

TO’ HÈAP' ÖFfM
> ,4... . \ V.

L e y h ill Prison 12th. May, i a s .

SUBJECT

In terrogation  o f  Prisoners.

With re feren ce  to the v i s i t  o f  I n j e c t o r  Whitehead 
to interview  V.533. H.J.Thomas; at which interview  Thomas 
denied w ritin g  the anonymous le t t e r  concerning V.310.
A, Nunn May submitted o n ’2 5 -3 -W . I  beg to  report that 
W.50. G. 11.Parry sought an in terview  with the Deputy 
Governor and stated  that he heard a conversation  between 
S.3^6 D. F .S pringhall and Nunn May. He repeated the 
conversation  to Thomas who sa id , " I  won’ t  l e t  the bastards 
make atomic bombs to  blow up my fam ily . I sh a ll t e l l  
the G overnor.” i

Thomas wrote an anonymous le t t e r  and Parry helped 
him although Parry was not in  favour o f  th is  course o f  action ,

Thomas having denied1 w ritin g  the l e t t e r  is  badly 
scared and I do not think much can be got out o f him now.

' . .

The conversation  whichiParry overheard is  as
fo llow s :

U pringhall, " I  sh a ll not move up North fo r  a while 
yet because they may fo llow  me,”

Ilunn May agreed. 

Gpringhall.

Nunn May. 

U pringhall.

" I  cun quite sa fe ly  say that you w ill  
not be here in s ix  months tim e.”

"Y es."
"Then we sh a ll see how good the iron 
curtain  can b e ." .

(sign ed ) E. Henderson.

Governor..^

© Crown Copyright
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.gftir-:

3 S C 8  8  T
■ ♦ \

\ 6 6 X 9 / Ü.B 3int lijjr, 1%3.

€

Dcnr < torIcy,

’ ¡rmy th*mV« for  y^tir lo t te r  o f  the 2 6 th 
V.av, ciicloalu/' n report by specia l flronch oti tho  ̂
iutorrcrnUon of tho convict
,.a vc*11 na tho Covornor' a report referred to by ‘.ipecinl 
*.’n\nch.

* 1 01:3* any " i iypclf r o d  iV-tue ‘loubt an to 
rheth^r «U.l in fact overhear tho ccnvnrnntIon, hi
vir-' of *-hc fact that .iprhif.h'\ll -mo rde-aao-l from 
1 / -h i l l  na early no Hatcvcr, tho natter -  as
you say -  Is no* acivlc:,ic an'l no further action is
require«!*

Y curo.sincerely ,

/ i .  *■ h'M.

B. n. u t n .

j . : i . ".. Barley, "..v-. , 
t|n,,c o n ' i o o .

T.ui/.rji
THIS IS A COPY 

ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ACT 1968 rvi fy fic i4 l n a C '

4rV‘

© Crown Cnnurinht
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• / »V

Y r  ; •. •

1 ; - ; , .^ r f« :^  5...-.V

V  ̂ Í.S ̂
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* - * j - ‘ ■■-r,v : ^ -V*,. .......................• "• , 'V. 41 4\<,% -• 'V, ¿.'V .*.■ V* .■••*■ * * >*• W . -V? '-'7.*. »’ *
V fv‘- vi? •;.;■■•'.■

; î  ^ 4  ;  ̂ ^  Í í  :% ..j;íí Í«\* 'V*-,; .. V. .*V » h . - * ; V-: VA. ■'! ’ ‘ , .i -tv¿- *. .f.vV/' * -..*v V,
<.:••«. - 'jihléi\ Jtn*afty' ̂ *ji. ’¿L '.i*' w*- ."V v‘v :i‘ V' *' Vî?“. £*■£&'*'£ • •*,•■'£';V .. LV.« *P * • Vf\ Wj *ÜM* W-Ulld h* . i" « ‘ V . ' /V \J*. ' I

Æ-V^r- a v •*■ : v v- i.v* . i; vKv'*

VM' S ' v!.*V -■>*■AV-V. WkÏ'\
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STATKJENT OF WITNESS V.-.V•v- ^  -Hit •«• * ,.i f  m

• • ' ■ C

L e y h ill Prison 11th, May, 19*18

Name:

Statement :

I have been cautioned by d etectiv e  Inspector 
Whitehead that I am not ob lige  to say anything, and that 
anything I do say w il l  be taken down in w ritin g  and may 
be given in evidence. I understand th is ,

(signed)

1 have been shown a note w ritten in p en cil 
comencing. "As a B ritish er  1 know i t  i s  my duty". • ,
and fin ish in g  "th is  mater should not be taken to l ig h t ly  
and should be investigated  at once", Tills note is  
adressed to the Governor.

1 did not w rite th is note and I have never 
seen i t  before neither have I heard o f  i t  nor do I know 
who wrote i t ,  I a lso  know nothing o f  an attempted p lo t  
to re lease  a prisoner. I have read th is  statement and
i t  is  true. T

(signed)

witness: (signed) w.«, a . Whitehead
D etective Inspector 

New ¡Scotland fard .

TMÉQ IQ A C'CiDV
ORIGINAI, DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECOf̂ QSL 
ACT 1968. /VI

D,1. ■
NOTE : The above a is -s p e ll in g s  are as in o r ig in a l statement.

Rh * .tv. *.,
v-v

M-

© Crown Copyright



The National Archives' reference KV 2/2215

COPY

CTdTfsS TO HShÏÏ) OFïICE*

Lovliin Priaon. 12th May, 19^3.

I .̂ 4!:¿ v.̂ r =

\> /  :

.yiVTSCT.

Interruption oC Prisoners.

•.VUh refurcaco to the v is it  of Inai.«etor .Thiteheod to 
interview V. 55 »̂ î*.«*T. horjis, ¿it which interview denied
v/r\ 1.1 rij, ttio lo t t .r  concern'* V»3 1 C a» Nunn May
submitted on 25« V i£ , I be^ to report that \7. 50 
sought an \nfccrviesr with i.i ’Denuty Covertici' and stated that lie 
hcarT uonwnmati* n l/-ibv/of*n *->«ŷ X> D«R« dprin^jhall e.nrl t lui in Urty ♦ 
lie repeated the ucawr -*nti n to vMio coiti, X won't lut
the hnaturls u*;iU'.‘ atomic i •. ’.abc tu l>lo\v up my * oiuily• X ahull 
t. « ; 11 '.he Cover to*'’" .

.wet., -n imofii'' .fui» lettor ani ’• helped liim 
■il I ìiC'tJi vi.'.I i.**t i vt.uv of* 11«j ü ijoui’lc of* vt.l.iun.

'^TTsviti^ -1. :.v\tin- the letter la  W l y  soared
mv 1 I ' u i,ot l.iiitii otu. ue ¿jot out, of Into ne*/«

7 ho unnvor.io hi', •dii'.... ov*rlionvil la tin f  oiler/n:
■

o/riiiïiU ull. "X :jhn.U net move up North fo r  r while heorxuno
Mie y nay follow mo."

Ninm May .¿reed.
hpriu^hall. ” 1 o.u* safely  nay that you w ill  not no !ioro

in ui.v. i.;‘.**nth;i Lue
Nunn May. Mïe :s."
hprinj n il . "Tin u ■ *• 11 sec how rood Uhi iron unrtaiu ó(.\n

THIS IS A COPYt  ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
1 IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3 (4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ACT 1968 M Pr(i-r *t 1Loos'-:

(.1h 1.) .1.'*..I!ond«:r.\iou. 

Covo mor.

> V. *

© Crown Copyright
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■ . V • •

■ '• ■ -M-æ>,5??- vT« . -wt

h # • ‘;’-v ^ ;v i5 ,|"AV ?•
• - l*i

Tol. No.V’Wnitehffl 8100 

Ex*.......................

Our FUf*.____ ___

Your Rrf. ........... ....>.

s • VXT: ' •• ■ . v : 'V/-«;,*- *• .., 1/ -

ENC|- ....¿ o m e  o f f ic e ,
28 MAY 1948 /  WHITEHALL, S.W.l.

Life.

Ì c ,

SECRET
i

y
Desfi H ill,

26th May, 1948.

n - c j j  f < r .

Will you please re fer to our earlier correspondence about 
the possible escape o f Alan Nunn May (PP.66949). I now 
enclose, fo r  your information, a copy of the report by Special 
Branch o f the interrogation o f  a convict,
who had been selected for interview because the b irector of 
the Home O ffice  Forensic Science Laboratory, C ardiff, was of 
opinion, after comparison o f handwritings, that he had written 
the anonymous warning of the escape. I also attach a copy 
o f the Governor’ s report referred to in the Special Branch 
report.

Neither the Home O ffice nor the Prison Commissioners aro 
talcing any further steps; but I think you know that May h&a 
been transferred to Wakefield Prison. You w ill no doubt 
read with interest Inspector Whitehead1s opinion that !
the convict who says that he overheard a conversation between 
Nunn May and Springhall, cannot be expected to be re lia b le  as 
to the actual words, i f  indeed the conversation took place, 
but that he thinks that his version of what happened is  
substantially accurate.

Yours sincerely,

B.A. H ill, Esq., 
M .I.5.

THIS IS A COPY 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3 (4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ACT 1968. M ed ,cti .-2»e>>s;4.«*;• vAaafe

© Crown Copyright
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8.B. No. t. (FUmi?)

Special Report /

• ' ?r -
/riîSi&ÿM ?  "

METROPOLITAN POLICE.

*i%.' .'Vv
*'■ :r¿CO

THI  ̂ 1̂  A POPY
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
US DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3 (4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ATI 1966. loo<T

SPECIAL BRANCH,

S U B J E C T ...

Reference to Papere

!O lyW 5

M p. 48 36«im/i«M wi i a

15th# day of. May................. 194..Û...

On 23- 3-U& at H.M* Prison, T.eyhill, 
G loucestershire, an ononynoua note addressed to 
the Governor was found in the ”post box’1 used by 
prisoners fo r  depositing nail fo r  censorship.

The note read ao follow s
'’As a Britisher I know i t  is  ray duty to 

le t  you know that there is  a scheme afoot 
to organise the eeoope o f "Tltrnn May” from 
the prison, and to sa fe ly  transport hira 
from the country to the other side o f  the 
"Iran Curtain" tho Rusoian occupied part 
o f Germany.

rPr.2>7,*>J>*.
g ’4 ''pringhalij hae the arrangements 

oh may take some time, but i t  
may not fo r  our.safety as a country this 
matter ohould not be taken too lig h tly , on] 
should be investigated at once.”

In view o f the implication the Govern 
forwarded the note to tho prison Commissionere 
who in turn Bent i t  (together with specimens o f 
the handwriting o f a l l  the prieonero in Leyhill 
rrisen) to Dr. HARRISON o f the Foi*eneio Labor®'"' 
C ardiff. After due examination, Dr. !?ARRI3< 
was o f the firm opinion that the note had be< 
written by

Hr. dtinn o f  the Prison Conmionicneri 
requested that polioe interrogate TKOMA8 as to 
why he cant this note, and I wan instructed t< 
do tills .

On Friday, 7- 5-UB I saw Mr. PENT* at the! 
o ff ic e s  o f  the Prison Commission and he handed 
me several o f f i c ia l  f i l e s  which contained rt

© Crown Copyright


