
N o t e ,

A meeting was held at the Dominions Office on Oct. 
8th at which were present Sir John Stephenson, Mr Norman 
Robertson, Mr u lutterbuck, Mr Neville Butler, Mr Bromley, 
Gapt Liddell and myself. It was agreed that the first step 
which must be taken was to obtain a decision from Mr Atlee 
and Mr Mackenzie King and ultimately MA Truman on the 
high policy matter as to whether this case should be 
carrie'd to prosecution or handled without publicity.
After discussion it was agreed that the Foreign Office 
should draft a paper in consultation-with Mr Norman 
Robertson and this paper might then form the basis for 
discussion with the Prime Minister.

»

A.D.F.
9.'10.45. Sgd. R.H. Hollis.

\



TOP SECRET.

CXG-. 931 MOST IMMEDIATE.

Following from C.S.S. only for 48OOO personal decipher 

yourself.

Par R.C.M.P. from HOLLIS.

A. It was agreed yesterday that the Foreign Office in consultation 

with Norman Robertson should draft a short paper to form the basis 

for highest level discussion of policy first here and later iu 

nashington.

B. The main point for discussion will be whether prosecution 

with attendant publicity is the course to be followed.

C. The date and nature of the action to be taken here and in 

Canada must depend on these decisions which should not be long 

delayed, though they may not be finally concerted by October 18th.

D. We can synchronise our examination of PRIMROSE with the date 

finally chosen by you and F.B.I.

ADDRESS NEW YORK. 9.10.4-5. e



TOP SECRET

9.10,45.

CXG. 930. M3ST IMMEDIATE.

Following from C. S.S. only for 48000 personal decipher 

yourself.

For R.C.M.P. from HOLLIS.

Your telegram 468 paragraph B.

A. We feel that undue delay may imperil the operation first 

because the Russians may get in first with some trumped up 

charge and second for the general reason that delay increases 

the likelihood that the agents w i n  perfect their cover 

stories and destroy incriminating documents.

B. We are assuming that (SANT is no longer maintaining 

contact with the agents. Have you any information on this 

point?

ADDRESSED NEW YORK.

clement2
Highlight
A. We feel that undue delay may imperil the operation first because the Russians may get in first with some trumped up charge and second for the general reason that delay increases the likelihood that the agents win perfect their cover stories and destroy incriminating documents.



NEW' YORK, TOP SECRET.

8.10.45. -------
1121 G.M.T. 9.10.45.

1020 G.M.T.
9.10.45# FEC/MAH

1055 G.M.T.

CXG. 493 of October 8th. MOST IMMEDIATE.

Following for C.S.S. only from 48000. Personal decipher 

yourself. Your telegram 924. s U

A. R.C.M.P. are and have been ready to take action here since 

October 7th if required to do so. They are satisfied with date 

October 18th as set by you but have made preparations to enable 

them to proceed earlier.

B. They still have to ?receive agreement to date set by you 

from F.B.I. and in view ?pecessity for U.S. to support all 

action taken in every way possible cannot proceed until they 

receive an answer.

C. In view the attitude taken by BYRNES as expressed in Halifax 

telegram October 7th we feel that strong ?expressian of policy 

from your end to Americans is essential as for security reasons 

this case cannot be allowed to drag on indefinitely.

D. Please repeat to M.I.5. MACDONALD has seen and agrees.



NEW YORK.
TOP SECRET.

8.10.45.
2321 . JOS/er

9.10.45.
0930.

9.10.45.
0920.

CXG. 492 of 8th. MDST IMMEDIATE.

Following is for C.S.S. only from 48000 personal decipher 

yourself.

Iflr immediately preceding telegram.

C. Halifax's message to GADOGAN 483-84 October 7th refers to 

question of publicity in event of arrests. Our feeling is that 

if arrests are made short statement should be issued soon afterwards 

by Minister of Justice to effect that, in view of serious information 

reaching Government it had been found necessary to detain certain 

persons suspected of conduct prejudicial to safety of State, that 

an immediate enquiry was being held into circumstances and that a 

full statement would be issued as soon as enquiry was completed.

If, however, there are simulataneous arrests in United States and 

United Kingdom it might be desirable to say more after concerting 

announcements from the three Capitals.

clement2
Highlight
publicity in event of arrests



8.10.45*

2321 JCty/er
IO3O.

9*10.45.
0930.

NEW YORK.

GXG-. 491 of 8th. MOST IMMEDIATE.

Following for C.S.S. only from 48000 personal deçypher 

yourself.

Following for N. ROBERTSON from HUME WRONG.

l$r telegram 472 - 475.

A. You should perhaps know nature of legal authority prepared 

here for use against agents in Canada especially since we have 

not followed suggestion in para. 2 last telegram referred to. 

Order in Council was passed on October 6th in which it was 

stated that agents of a Foreign Power were known to have been 

engaged in a concerted effort to secure secret and confidential 

information. Order empowers acting Prime Minister or Minister 

of Justice to authorise interrogation and detention of any 

persons involved with a view to preventing them from communicating 

secret confidential information or otherwise acting in any manner 

prejudicial to safety of State. Order also empowers either of 

these two Ministers to authorise R.C.M.P. to enter and search 

premises occupied by persons so detained. Separate orders 

naming 18 individuals in Canada were signed yesterday by acting

clement2
Highlight
You should perhaps know nature of legal authority prepared here for use against agents in Canada especially since we have not followed suggestion in para. 2 last telegram referred to. Order in Council was passed on October 6th in which it was stated that agents of a Foreign Power were known to have been engaged in a concerted effort to secure secret and confidential information. Order empowers acting Prime Minister or Minister of Justice to authorise interrogation and detention of any persons involved with a view to preventing them from communicating secret confidential information or otherwise acting in any manner prejudicial to safety of State. Order also empowers either of these two Ministers to authorise R.C.M.P. to enter and search premises occupied by persons so detained. Separate orders naming 18 individuals in Canada were signed yesterday by acting [see docs for continued - no OCR]
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Original in FF.66949 vol 2
139a

For EF. 66960 Supp B

Addressed New York

CX0.92A.

TOP SECRET

7.10.45.

Following from C.S.S. personal .for 48OOO decipher yourself.
Ag- Rendezvous October 7th not repeat not attended by either 
PRIMROSE or contact.
B. No repeat no immediate action therefore called for on your 
side.

© Crown Copyright



NEW YORK t

7.10.45.

1503 BS M.D.

7.10.45.
7.10.45. 2150 GMT.

2130 GltfT.

CXG.483 of October 7th. Most Immediate.

Following Is for C.S.S. personal decypher yourself. From 48,000.

Following for Sir Alexander CADOGAN from Lord Halifax.

A. On receipt of telegrams 9(?12)/917 I talked with PEARSON and
subsequently PEARSON and MACINS saw ACHESON and informed h i m  of 
latest developments. ACHESON was warned of possibility that urgent 
security reasons may make an arrest necessary tonight October 7th. 
PEARSON said that if this happened Canadian authorities would have 
to proceed against Soviet agents in Canada and request withdrawal 
of some members of Soviet Embassy in Ottawa. In these circumstances 
they wo’ild probably have to issue a statement and they would wish to 
(?concert) its terms with United States ?Government and H.M.G.

CXG.484 of October 7th. Most Immediate•

B. ACHESON then called in BYRNES and explained matter to him. 
Although BYRNES knew about PRIMROSE it was evident that he had not 
appreciated full extent and implications of affair as regards Canada 
and U.S.A. and he listened with great attention to P E ARSON1s account. 
He at once agreed that security considerations should be overriding 
but expressed strong hopes that, other things being equal, action 
should if practicable be avoided. He was concerned about effect at 
this moment of such a disclosure. He though Russians would try to 
make out that we had trumped up affair and would link it with p r o ­
ceedings of foreign m i n i s t e r ’s council.

C. BYRNES was grateful for warning we had given h i m  and asked to 
be informed immediately if action was taken. He then instructed 
ACHESON to get latest information from F.B.I. on American end of case.

D. PEARSON has reported to Ottowa where he understands they are 
now considering question of public statement.



TJUa Gft/Vfr

From: New Yor* 

Date: 6.10.45.

frOST IKliiLIr.T

Following for S ir  Orme Sargent from Wulcolrr Macdonald.
1. Thank you for your very helpful telegram.1-* 112 _t 
Kume /<rong and I with our colleagues here are in accord 
with your analysis of situation. Tome of our answer" to
question:-: you ask are contained in full or in part in ir:y

¿jetting some agents to turn K i n g 1? evidence, have also been 
very much in our mind- and will be , ursued to the utmost 
possible extent.
2. h.C.il.F. are now in a position take action hero if 
FRIMRCiSE should be arrested on October 7th and if cireuiu U.n 
force them to do o. They hore however, that it would not 
be necessary for them to act immediately, but that 
circumstance? vsould , Lrmit them to wait for at *eajt a fev. 
days.

I. They greatly ho*a that things will turn out -o that 
it is possible to adher« to plan: for concerted action on 
or around October l3th or such sub.:.e:uent dat^ a may be 
necessary to fit in with plans of Uni tea State- security 
authorities. They hav* been and arc in touch with F.8.I. 
about this.



The National Archives' reference KV 2/1425

T I. : Pi.. Ìl

From: !vlV. Y :kK.

Date: 6.1

v, . * i k', 1.1 r

No. 473

p '

r^llo/inf for fi'ji’E n rjb^rtron froBi Hu e »'* '¿rang, alease 
pass co¿y to cl.r .... U d ' e . n .

heferenee my ; recailn? me • .sage on Corby c.^se. Follov. inr 
far* graphs on l«g< 1 .-sition and "uggo ted meth-os. of .. rcc-drf 
are ba.sed on ciiv ft . r e a r e d  by Re^d in consultation v i th 
Varcoe following di cushion with kinister of Ju tice K.C.f.; . 
officials ónd this d e ; cTtment.

1. Department of Ju tice take vior thí t, exce. t in three 
or four instance ., there are doubts- a. to whether
't o t ccution *ould re.u.t in conviction by reason of neces^it; 
f r com lying with the strict rule.- of evidence.
Telegrams -05 - TO;1 from Hollis to h.C.L.P. explain 
intentions in ?e:-oc-.nti 1 regurciing r'filihf . Cast,

Tentative ; n. ! v. been rr-ade for action \ ere in the 
event that in tructi-.-n are received from ycj to proceed
.. f. ir. t .orsorr' concern, d .

(a) .s draft order h: be_n ...ra red enabling the lini. t-r tc 
provide for detention of era on;; ins ; ic ted.

(b) Order i--rovi.so. for refei nc cue. tion a to whether 
continued retention i n «ce-.: ary to r,.f«ty anu int*. rt t 

the P  :j to royal cotu: i iorier, unu re uires 
t Lui t r l reletie in th« event i \ finding by royal

in favour of ny person detained .comi“ it.' 1 j;"r

jt i ar-• urned that roy.d commis loner v.ill not b._ bound 
by strict rule of evidence and that therefore it rn̂ y 

¡j jffribie to obt,, in much additional Inf ormotion and 
roc@oure could be fitted into later prosecution- under 

cri&int1 cods if further evidence ”ert fcrthccoinr .

© Crown Copyright



The National Archives' reference KV 2/1425

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm




richlegal opinion fol'.ov. : in . tclegr; ;: ,
a l/o ^ u g g e . t ’ t ;j ' ibie ¿ . ointment of roytl 
commiiv ion to inve tig.te Soviet e gloria go ¿.ctivitle 
in thi:: country. Du irability of . uch a .rccedure 
if Lgc:in :• matter for decision at highe. t 1* vel 
since n.ain tiirv.ct ro ult of !: earing before- a royal 
commis.ion oul i bo publicity, although commission 
might be authorized to .it in cjifiru.

13. \e have been endeavouring to , ut our .: in .. position 
where we will be obit to implement whatever deci ion 
is arrived ¿t «s a result of your t«U;- in London.
It i c obvious however that once the h.i 1 vie;. tlre 
crys tali zed it *. ilj. be much easier for n to go 
forward with a definite objective in vie-.. • ~ 11

11. feelcolm ktc ionald ha;- :een this ^.nd my immediately 
following telegr m and , , ; roves their content: .
Both have been re; -eated to Lord Halifax a have 
earlier im.ort^nt telegram; fron kacdon:. Id.



TOP SECRET t

CXG. 912. MOST IMMEDIATE.

Following from C.S.S. himself for 48000. Personal decipher 

yourself.

Following for MALCOLM MACDONALD from SIR 0. SARGENT (SIR A. 

CADOGAN is on leave).
yu* - 4'/.--

Your telegrams Nos. 420 - 423 of 30th September and your **.
426 of 1st October :

A. Foreign Secretary wishes to discuss whole question with Mr. 

MACKENZIE KING, but latter will only arrive at SOUTHAMPTON about 

noon on October 7th. There is a faint possibility that we may 

catch PRIMROSE redhanded on evening of October 7th handing package 

to a contact who may prove to be a member of Russian Embassy here 

This would in all probability be our only ohance of getting hard 

evidence against PRIMROSE and if the arrest were made, Russian 

Embassy here might warn Russian Embassy in OTTAWA in which case 

you would need to decide whether you should take action at your 

end. We would of course let you know most immediately should 

such an arrest be made.

ADDRESSED NEW YORK. 5*10.45.

My immediately following telegram.



TOP SECRET*

ADDRESSED NEW YORK*

5.10.4%

CXG> 913 1CST IMMEDIATE.

Following from C.S.S. himself for 48000. Personal, decipher 
yourself.

My immediately preceding telegram.

B. My immediately following telegram is for your information 

only to show how our minds are moving on the various questions 

which you raised. I should make it clear that these views are 

not repeat not yet approved by the Foreign Secretary, but in 

view of the remote possibility of an arrest on October 7th 

mentioned above, I feel that you should know our preliminary 

views. If, as is probable, nothing happens an October 7th, 

a further telegram will be sent to you after full discussion 

with Mr. Mackenzie King.

Ends.



TOP SECRET*

5.10.45*

CXG. 914» MDST IMMEDIATE.

Following from C.S.S* himself for 48000* Personal, decipher yourself

My immediately preceding telegram.

Following from Sir ORME SARGENT*

With reference to your telegram No* 420 paragraph 2, our 

opinion still is that it is desirable to take the normal action 

and in an espionage case this will mean prosecution if legal 

evidence is available. The Russians would interpret any action 

less than this as weakness and the effect of this would not be 

to improve relations*

Your telegram No. 421 paragraph 3*A* The purpose of the

action against the agents should be first to obtain additional 

evidence for their prosecution and second to obtain further 

Intelligence information about the net-work and the Russian 

methods of operation*

Even if you have at present no evidence on which the agents 

in Canada could be brought into the Court, have you considered 

whether the products of the questioning of the agents in Canada 

will not produce material which will allow you to bring the agents 

to trial possibly in part as a result of some of the agents turning 

King*s evidence. We should like to hear as soon as possible your 

further observations on possible methods of procedure as regards 

questioning of these agents*.

ADDRESSED NEW YORK*

clement2
Highlight
Even if you have at present no evidence on which the agents in Canada could be brought into the Court, have you considered whether the products of the questioning of the agents in Canada will not produce material which will allow you to bring the agents to trial possibly in part as a result of some of the agents turning King*s evidence. We should like to hear as soon as possible your further observations on possible methods of procedure as regards questioning of these agents*.



TOP SECRET.

5.10.45.

CXG. 915. MOST IMMEDIATE (PART II).

Following from C.S.S. himself for 48000. Personal, 

decipher yourself.

ISj immediately preceding telegram.

D. PRIMROSE'S movements on October 7th will be under close 

observation and, if he should attend the rendezvous and follow 

out the instructions laid down in the telegram to GRANT, these 

points will be closely noted and will later be used in the 

questioning of PRIMROSE. If the rendezvous is kept by some 

other person, that person will be followed home and identified. 

Arrests of PRIMROSE and the other person will be made only if it 

is manifest that a document has passed from PRIMROSE and that that 

document is known to be a top secret one. This is obviously a 

very remote chance. In this case a charge would be brought for 

an offence against the Official Secrets Acts. President TRUMAN 

would acquiesce in this procedure. If PRIMROSE is not arrested 

an October 7th we would propose that he should be questioned on 

a subsequent date agreed in advance with you on which some or all 

of the Canadian agents should also be questioned.

ADDRESSED NEW YORK.

My immediately following telegram.



TOP SECRET

ADDRESSED NEW YORK
5.10.45.

CXG. 916. MOST IMMEDIATE.

Following from C.S.S. personal for 48000. Decipher yourself. 

My immediately preceding telegram.

D. Professional opinion here is that there is a reasonable chance 

that PRIMROSE might be led to incriminate himself during such a 

questioning. We consider it unlikely that PRIMROSE would commit 

any further act in the near future apart from possibly handing 

over a document on October 7th or at some subsequent meeting, 

though if given a sufficiently long run he might finally commit 

himself.

E. Your telegram No. 422, paragraph 3,B : if we arrest PRIMROSE 

on October ?th we shall also arrest his companion who may turn out 

to be a member of the staff of the Soviet Embassy here.

F. We consider that the right course to be followed, if PRIMROSE 

is not repeat not arrested is that the Canadian Government should 

demand on the date to be agreed for questioning the recall of the 

Military Attache and other members of the Embassy actively concerned 

in the spy organisation, and that this action should be taken on or 

immediately subsequent to the agreed date for the questioning of 

the agents.

My immediately following telegram.



TOP SECRET.

ADDRESSED m i  YORK*
5.10.45.

CXG. 917. MOST ] TATE

Following from C.S.S. himself for 48000. Personal, decipher 

yourself*.

My immediately preceding telegram:

G. Your telegram No. 423, paragraph fiQ : this is a possible 

risk, but in view of what is at stake, we feel that it should be 

taken. We would prefer not to issue warning beforehand about 

possible action against PRIMROSE, but if PRIMROSE should be caught 

handing documents to a contact who, upon arrest, is found to be 

a member of Soviet Embassy in United Kingdom, we would propose 

to inform our own and Canadian Embassy in Moscow as well as 

yourself of what has occurred and warn them of possibility of 

retaliation. If, as is probable, no arrest is made, this point 

can be considered again when moment for action against agents as

a whole draws near. ENDS



TOP SECRET

ADDRESSED NEW YORK*

5.10.45.

CXG. 911. MOST IMMEDIATE.

Following from C.S.S. himself for 43000. Personal 

decypher yourself. - *

A. ‘Reference my CXG. 912 to 917 of 5th October : Z.P. 

request that these should be shown by you to Lord HALIFAX 

or to Mr. MAKINS together with the telegrams from Mr. MALCOLM 

MACDONALD to which they reply. (?refer).

B. Kindly confirm.



Register No. Minute Sheet No.

PFt Y. 66949 MAY. Alan Nuira.

With reference to Telegram 420 at to the
Foreign Office from Mr, Malcolm Macdonald, I spoke to Mr* Bromley 
on the telephone and suggested that we should draft *£he main lines 
of the answer, I then drafted the reply filed at 44^£and, after 
discussing it with Captain Liddell saw C, who approved it.
Mr. Marriott and I later went to the Foreign Office and saw 
Mr. Bromley and Mr. Butler, both of whom agreed that the draft 
adequately represented the Government *s views in all important 
particulars and would serve as the basis for their reply.

A. D. F. R. H. ffcllis.
2nd October, 1945.

'SS8Ö3) Wt.51405 5529 300.000 1/43 A.&E.W.Ltd. Gp.698 J.534Û [P.T.OVER.



The National Archives' reference KV 2/1425
* •

\top A r k  n

*11 »Terence to your yaragr&.i.i 2, ojr opinion l \  *.>*-*, it 1b

to take the r.oroal action arui in an ». n;.,iona.-e ca ’■ ■; this v ill mean proFecutio^Jj 
if Icgul evidence io uvailsbls t Vhe .iun n would in ten'ret any action 

leas than this as weanness and the effect of this would be to worsen and rot 

to improve relations.

Your paragraph 31* The purpose cf the action against the agents 

should be first to obtain additional evidence for their prosecution and 

second to obtain further Intelligence information about the network and 

the Russian methods of operation, liven if you have at present no evidence 

on which the agents in Canada could be brought into the Court, have you 
considered whether the product* of the questioning of the agents in Canada 

will not produce material which will allow you .to bring the agents to trial 

possibly in part as a result of a or« of the agents turning King *3 evidence*«

We should like to hear as soon as possible your further observations on 

possible methods of procedure as regards questioning of these agents.

PRIMROSE ’ a movements on October 7th will be under close observation 

and, if he should attend the rendezvous and follow out the instructions 

laid down in the telegram to GRAM, tlu. 3e points will be closely noted 

and will later be used in the questioning of PRIMROSE, If the rendezvous 

is kept by some other person, that person will be -hewoed and identified. 

Arrests of PRIMROSE and the other person will be made only if it is manifest 

that a document has passed from iRIMROSE and that that document is known to 

be a Tbp Secret one. Diis is obviously a very remote chance. In this oase 

a charge would be brought ageiftet-'tomfeiiHpmimemm. for an offence against the 

Official Secrets Acts. If iRXMRQSE is not arrested on October 7th it is 

intended that he should be questioned on a subsequent date agreed in advance 

with you on which some or all of the Canadian agents should also be questioned. 

Professional opinion here is that there is a reasonable chance that PRIMROSE 

might be led to incriminate himself during suoh & questioning. We consider 

it unlikely that PRIMROSE would cocaait any further act in the near future 

apart from possibly handing over a document on October 7th or at some 

subsequent meeting, though if given a aufficiently long run he might finally 

commit himself.

Your paragraph JB. If we arrest PRIMROSE on October 7th we shall also

VÍÍ

© Crown Copyright
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1.10.45. 

1341

1.10.45. 

2100 BST.

MEW YORK. TOP SECRET.

J.C.M./A.M» G-« 
1.10.45.
2215 BST.

li -

GXG-. 426 of October 1st, iCST IMMEDIATE.

Following is for C.S.S. personal decypher yourself, from 48000.

A. MACKENZIE KING saw TRUMAN yesterday and he and ROBERTSON spent 

the night here.

B. TRUMAN did not commit himself as to which course of action he 

favoured. He wished time to consider but did say that obviously any 

action contemplated must be concerted London, Washington, Ottawa.

C. King and ROBERTSON now agree that case is Heaven sent opportunity
£

to put the whole world an warning.

D. I pointed out to them that in ny view it was of great importance 

to "play up" the American aspect of case if and when it reaches 

public (questionnaires relating to movements of specific formations 

of United States troops, etc.) otherwise the American press or 

some sections of it might turn their venom on Britain for allowing 

tube alloy leakages to take place. They fully agree.

E. Please contact NORMAN ROBERTSON at DORCHESTER immediately he

arrives. He and King sail to-day Queen Mary. They propose touring

battle fields and expect to be away six weeks.

Please inf arm CADOGAN.

X as coded could be "trial".

© Crown Copyright

clement2
Highlight
A. MACKENZIE KING saw TRUMAN yesterday and he and ROBERTSON spent the night here.
B. TRUMAN did not commit himself as to which course of action he favoured. He wished time to consider but did say that obviously any action contemplated must be concerted London, Washington, Ottawa.
C. King and ROBERTSON now agree that case is Heaven sent opportunity
£
to put the whole world an warning.
D. I pointed out to them that in ny view it was of great importance to "play up" the American aspect of case if and when it reaches public (questionnaires relating to movements of specific formations of United States troops, etc.) otherwise the American press or some sections of it might turn their venom on Britain for allowing tube alloy leakages to take place. They fully agree.
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NEW YORK.
TOP SECRET*

30.9.45.
2230 J.E.A.C.

1.10.45*
1.10.45. 1040 

0955

CXG. 423. September 30th. MOST IMMEDIATE.

Following is for C.S.S. only. Personal deoypher yourself 

from 46000. immediately preceding telegram,

c) It is possible that when Soviet authorities in Moscow hear 

of action taken against PRIMROSE in London and other agents in 

Canada, they will take some counter action against, say, members 

of Canadian embassy in Moscow. It is highly desirable that we 

should consider whether any precautionary measures against this 

should be taken beforehand.

4« This and other relevant matters need thorough consideration 

and agreement between United Kingdom, Canadian and U.S.A. authorities 

All necessary actions, ?both police and diplomatic, in every part of 

case need relating and co*<xrdinating, so that most advantageous 

effect possible can be gained. Otherwise, we may reap something 

less than maximum effect and even given Soviet Government chance 

to counter our plans.

My immediately following telegram.
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?rnr// vori:

30/ 9 /4 5

1/10/45 
0947 PST

P.S.
1054 I/IO/ 4 5

CXO 429 of 3 O/9 /4 5 1:057 IMMEDIATE

•*A

Pollowinp Is for C.S.S. OTTLY. Personal dec7rpher yourself, 

from 4°000.

My immediate^/- orecedinr telegram.

Continued. in this conection it^wonld he helpful to ns if 7rou 

could ^ive us further information on your nrecise intentions with 

regard to PRIMROSE on or after October 7th. On what rr^urds end 

with what purpose would yon expect to he ahlo to tabe action 

against hin ? If provisional le~al advice referred to above is 

correct there would he no evidence in Canada on which he could bo 

prosecuted and convicted under Canadian law. Do your le^ai ad^i^ers 
tabe a different view as records English law 7 A l t e r s . -,•*-. -iO ■'res \

expect hin to taire sono further action in future which, would nr ^o 

a court case against him?.

So far as your end is concerned, action apeinst FRITTOSI iMr« t j 

presunahl;^ not reneat not involve immediate complications with 

staff of Soviet Emhassv in London. Put here situation 1 «
13 d i f f e r e n t .

Action against apents in Canada at once £sii sea auestion ne t ,
01 r e l a t i  ons

© Crown Copyright



The National Archives' reference KV 2/1425

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1425
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•'■•Ilowl.V for CLi> "my« Per:: ríil Wrcypher y-.r i - I f  frm  <UV •

j*y iarjcdiMcl precfcCl:; tLleyrt-.*
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eao¿i£nt otters require careful «ntEEiiuatioii aal thought. be f ore1 fo.ri.1 
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advice hLTt ir* that cv¡.n with the* prolucM ■*. of C ... Bi-;solf c..v- hli 

Cckxlx :it;. tic :, vc .*0 viuer.ee either iy,ü.;*:t Ir- xose or UV - t*'j 

ttel.. 20 íyT.ito itl/olveúfirí-Lc’: jl..c : Ir j- 1 tf.üC t •- *-

t^  lr  c ■ v ie t i--tt lu e X' Il m *  7 -i. ctívice ir -  :*°-

— 1 *\ ’ ri r corsici orí C# If o. r ere ... £t : ou i l  i*' .»yte*d **

*1C Le thrill tick 0:1 c. : t. ctivt* t* c itr f'*r ç j r t  ' ' *rul#

x\r of Oil: jfcdt í ••*.. iti. te\ . . C*.. . r • I .. t i  ¡i ,k-
¡\ - - * ■ - -n ü *  :cirrie^lt. Bul ^  arc ccxislátrlrr thle prc ico . .1 ■ - v ■'
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CORRECTION.

NEW YORK'S CXG.

CORRECTION.

b  1  f t

431 of 1.10.45. •

Paragraph D# Last word should read "October 3rd" NOT
"extremists".

•



TOP SECRET.
NEW YORK.

X.10^-5. P.S.
2.10*45*
09442.10*45.

/0850 BST.

CSCG, 431 of 1.10.45. iOST IMMEDIATE.
Following is for C.S.S. only. Personal deoypher yourself, from 4^000. 

Your telegram 884* Following for HOLLIS from S.C.M.P.

A. Since recent indications are to the effect that British authorities 

may be contemplating police action against PRIMROSE in near future 

could arrest be made without publicity otherwise action taken may

jeopardise whole plan of procedure in Canada and United States.

B. R.C.M.P. authorities to treat this matter as intelligence case until 

all plans have been carefully worked out with British and American 

authorities and complete agreement arrived at regarding best general 

policy to follow. This should also admit of further evidence being 

obtained against suspects.

C. It will be appreciated that there are many valuable leads to be 

energetically pursued both in Canada and United States and from a 

Canadian standpoint precipitate action in England followed by publicity 

would jeapardise success of major undertaking on this side.

D. R.C.M.P. and B.S.C. representative are arranging to take matter
(Ui iof policy up with F.B.I. at Ottawa on extremists.



NEW YORK. TOP SB 1L#

30.9.45.

2135 BST
3 «A*J •
1.10.45. 
1010 BST.1.10.45.

- h
0925 BST
GXG. 420 of Sept. 30th. MOST IMMEDIATE,
Following is for C.S.S. only personal decipher yourself from 48000. 

Following for Sir Alexander CADOGAN from HUME Wrong and MALCOLM 

MACDONALD.
1» We are gald there is no change in agreed policy to take no 

action prior to October 7th.

2. We have shown your message in your telegram 684 to Mr. MACKENZIE 

King. He much appreciates this. On general policy his mind has been 

moving in direction of views expressed in ny telegrams 388 to 93* He 

realises however, that your recent contacts with Russians and other 

information and considerations may well make alternative policy suggested 

by MR, HTCPLE preferable in present circumstances and is fully prepared 

to be convinced that this is right. He notes that Mr. hett.e thinks 

that publicity attending arrests "will have no adverse effect on 

Soviet policy towards the Americans and ourselves." From negative 

point of view this would be satisfactory. But Mr. King wanders 

whether we could not reap positive advantage i.e., some actual improve­

ment in relations with Soviet by judicious and forceful handling of 

matter. He had been ?inclined to think this might be achieved by 

course tentatively suggest in telegram under reference.

My immediately following telegram.
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TOP SECRET CYPHKR TKI.EGR.Ai 

DESPATCHED BY O .T.P. t <

IMMEDIATE

From Cabinet O ffice s .

To ! — ■ oT. £ . M, ,  Washing ton .

ÜZ 5935 
TOO 281935z 
TOD 282008z

ambivi 429

Top S e c re t and P erso n al. 

My C.Jw.i 4 2 7 .'

28 th . September, 1945.

Canadians have shown some an xiety  th a t a c tio n  may be 
taken before they are ready. We have to ld  them th a t there  
is  no prospect of any a c tio n  here before October 7 th .

2 . * s  regard s general p o licy , U.K. High Commissioner in  
Canada, a f t e r  some ta lk  with Mackenzie King, has suggested  
th a t in view of possib le p o l i t i c a l  rep ercu ssion s th is  
a f f a i r  should be d e a lt  with in a ra th e r  sp ecia l manner, 
and possib ly  some approach made to  the Russians. S ecre tary  
of S ta te  co n sid ers , however, th a t we should follow  the 
normal course in th is  m a tte r f a r r e s t  a l l  the agents ag ain st  
whom we have a case and take normal proceedings ag ain st  
them. We should be quite ready to  accep t the consequences 
of any p u b lic ity  which may r e s u l t .  We fe e l  stro n g ly  th a t  
the other courses you suggest would lead us in to  undesirable  
com plications and we do not in f a c t  think th a t the p u b licity  
atten d an t oh the a r r e s t s  w ill have an adverse e f f e c t  on 
Sovip „ p o licy  towards the Americans and ou rselves.

•

3 . U.K. High Commissioner has been authorised to  l e t  
Mackenzie King know o f the S e cre ta ry  of S t a t e 's  views,

4 . The foregoing is  fo r  your inform ation as Mackenzie 
King may ra is e  the m atter during h is v i s i t  to  Washington 
th is  week-end.

T .0 .0 .  281935z

C ircu latio n

Defence O ffice
S ir  Alexander Cadogan

© Crown Copyright

clement2
Highlight
Canadians have shown some anxiety that action may be taken before they are ready. We have told them that there is no prospect of any action here before October 7th.



TOP SECRET

ADDRESSED NEW YORK«
28.9*45«

CXG. 881. MOST IMMEDIATE.

Following is from C.S.S. for 48000 personal deoypher yourself.

Following for Malcolm Macdonald from Sir Alexander Cadogan. Your
. ♦

number 385 to 393 and your 397^33^

A« There is no prospect of any action here before October 7th.

B. As regards general policy I have consulted the Secretary of 

State. He considers that we should follow the normal course in 

this matter, arrest all the agents against whom we have a case 

and take normal proceedings against them. We should be quite 

ready to accept the consequences of any publicity which may 

result. We feel strongly that the other courses you suggest 

would lead us into undesirable complications and we do not in 

fact think that the publicity attendant on the arrests will have 

an adverse effect on Soviet policy towards the Americans and 

ourselves.

C. You may inform Mr. Mackenzie King of the Secretary of 

State13 views.
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S. form 100.

' SECRET TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER

J ';
From  :.....BCMELOttana........  Office File No............ .... ..........Originator’s No... MP '5Q/45

. V /
Passed for 
Action to

Date oi Origin....^.^..^ 

Date of Receipt.&y..^^ 

Copies to............ ......................Deciphered by — -----

Repetition required of MP/48/45 of 24.9 45.
...... "to STEVENSON channel, unless there are over-riding reasons against this,

Conanissioner of External Affairs and Washington Embassy/*

*  i .

%
The text of this telegram is Unparaphrased, and must not be distributed outside 
British ‘iovemment Departments or Uead-juurtcrs, or re-transmitted, even in cipher., without 
being Paraphrased. Messages marked 1 O.T P.’ need not be ■ paraphrased.

(¡¿£043) \Vt.495S3/3385 20 000 1/45 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.698 J 7201

© Crown Copyright
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9456/T/A.7
\ f f t

OTTAWAADVANCE TEXT OF TELEGRAM RECEIVEO FROM R C M P 
DATED 26.9*45 REFERENCE NO MP50/.45
REPETITION REQUIRED OF MP/48/_45 OF £4.9w45
...................*• TO S T E V E N  S O N  CHANNEL. UNLESS MTHERE ARE OVER—RID!NQ REASONS AQAINST THIS, COMMISSIONER
OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND WASHINGTON EMBASSY* *•

t
PROPOSED DISTRIBUTION D.B. FOR ACTION O.T.P.
2 7 . 9 * 4 516,35
L ,B ,Y •
+ + + + - M -

© Crown Copyright
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NEW YORK
TOP SECRET.

26.9.45.
> 6

27.9.45.

2140 J.E.A.C.
27.9.45. 
0840

0702

CKC. 393. September 26th.

Following is for C.S.S. only personal decypher yourself from 46000.

7. Security courses sketched in paragraph 6a, b and c above 

sonforza with diplomatic courses sketched in paragraph b and c 

respectively. Thus if from diplomatic point of view 3o were adopted 

6c would be appropriate security ?action to acconpany it. It might 

present some practical difficulties. For example defence of Canada 

regulations and censorship arrangements have been rescinded. But 

means could almost certainly be devised of achieving our object 

reasonably satisfactorily. From point of view of getting additional

information about spy organisation in Canada (and possibly in some 

other countries) course 6 ?c would be almost as effective as the 

more drastic course 6b. On basis of ?information which we have 

already supplement from CORBY cross-examination of agents could be 

conducted in such a way that very considerable prophetic information 

was likely to be gained.

8. For your information we have no particular evidence either way to 

indicate whether or not Russians know or seriously suspect that CORBY 

is now in hand3 of Canadian authorities.

l£y immediately preceding telegram.

clement2
Highlight
Security courses sketched in paragraph 6a, b and c above sonforza with diplomatic courses sketched in paragraph b and c respectively. Thus if from diplomatic point of view 3o were adopted 6c would be appropriate security ?action to acconpany it. It might present some practical difficulties. For example defence of Canada regulations and censorship arrangements have been rescinded.



NEW YORK

TOP SECRET.

0  7  9/ I
1

26.9.45•

27.9.45.

0749
GXG. 391 of 26th.

AG/AW/er
27.9.45.
1100

MOST ■.MAI» IIATE.

Following is for C.S.S. only personal decypher yourself from

48000.

lEy immediately preceding telegram.

4. Third alternative seems the proper one at present time. It 

might help to induce a change of heart in Russians. If it were 

linked with adoption of some helpful policy about the secret of 

atomic bomb these two factors together might influence Russians 

considerably. In addition question of either granting or with­

holding United States and Canadian credits to Russia could be 

brought effectively into picture.

5. One advantage of course 3c is that if it fails course }b  

can still be adopted with full effect afterwards.

6. Subject to what decision is made on diplomatic alternatives 

above the following broad alternatives (also liable to modification 

in each case) for action in sphere of security are possible.

24y immediately following telegram.



NEW YORK.

Am.
27.9.45. 1030 BST

TOP SECRET.

27.9.45. 27.9.45.1000 BST. 1030 BST.
CKG. 391/of September 26th. tf)ST IMMEDIATE.

Following is for C.S.S. only personal decypher yourself. From
48000.
l$r immediately preceding telegram.

Paragraph 6 continued.

a) Only such ? act ion to be taken as would not arouse suspicions 

of either agents or their Russian masters. Whilst this would 

probably permit of some agents being discreetly moved to harmless 

occupations it would mean that generally present spy network was 

left to carry on.

b) Principal agents being used by Embassy in Canada should be 

arrested and brought to trial in cases where legal evidence was 

available. At the same time Canadian Government should demand 

recall of Russian Ambassador and of Military Attache and other 

members of Embassy actively concerned in spy organisation. This 

would naturally result in full publication of story to  world at 
large.

c) Principal agents should be detained and thoroughly examined.

At the same time Canadian authorities should ask for recall of 

Russian Ambassador or at least of Military Attache and other members 

of Embassy who are actively engaged in spy organisation. These 

steps should be taken however as discreetly as possible in an 

attempt to avoid publicity.

%  immediately following telegram.



NEW YORK.

27-9.45. DL/FS/er
27.9.45.

27.9.45. 1035

TOP SECRET.

0730. ^

GXG. 389 of 26th. MOST IMMEDIATE.

|$r immediately preceding telegram.

Following is for C.S.S. only personal decypher yourself from

48000 .

a) continued. First it would preclude any effective action to 

check and break the Russian spy network. Second, the Russians would 

probably soon realise that in fact we do know something of what is 

going on and they would conclude that we are afraid to take strong 

action. Thirdly, general relations with Russian Government in 

other spheres are such that most serious view must be taken of 

formidable spy organisation now partially revealed and appropriate 

action must be taken to neutralise it.

b) The story of what has been discovered in Canada can be 

published to the world. This should enlighten the public of 

Western Democracies as to the situation vis-a-vis the Russians 

which we are all facing. It would lead to discrediting of 

Communist parties in these countries and would considerably weaken 

Russia's diplomatic position in world. But the objections to this 

course seem overwhelming. Publicly the story would probably destroy 

all prospeots of better relations with Russia and would therefore 

gravely prejudice the chances of establishing world security

organisation and peace.
liy immediately following telegram.



TOP gEflRET«
NEW* YORK»

26.9.45.

27.9.45.

0747

GXG-. 388 of 26th.

DL/FS/er
27.9.45.
1030.

M)ST IMMEDIATE.

Following is for C.S.S. only personal decypher yourself 

from 48000.

Following for Sir A. GADOGAN from MALCOLM MACDONALD.

Following is appreciation of /the situation referred to in my 

immediately preceding telegram.

1. Policy to be adopted cannot repeat not be determined by Canadian 

authorities alone, but only by them in consultation and agreement with 

Governments of United Kingdom and United States.

2. The normal security precautions and practices cannot be applied

in this case without regard to high political and diplomatic issues 

which are involved. Indeed political and diplomatic considerations 

must be paramount. Police policy must therefore conform to policy

settled at the top level by political heads of the three Governments.

3. From the political and diplomatic points of view three alternative 

policies are broadly possible. Any or all of them can be modified

to a greater or lesser extent according to circumstances. The broad 

alternatives are: -

(a) The present case can be dealt with "on the quiet" without 

revealing to the Russian authorities that we know what is going on.

This is objectionable from many points of view. 

My immediately following telegram.

clement2
Highlight
Policy to be adopted cannot repeat not be determined by Canadian authorities alone, but only by them in consultation and agreement with Governments of United Kingdom and United States.
2. The normal security precautions and practices cannot be applied
in this case without regard to high political and diplomatic issues which are involved. Indeed political and diplomatic considerations must be paramount. Police policy must therefore conform to policy
settled at the top level by political heads of the three Governments.



26.9*45. DL/FS/er
27.9.45.

27.9.45. 1055
1000

C3CG. 397 of 26th. 1PST IMMEDIATE.

Following far C.S.S. only personal decypher yourself from 48000. 

Following for Sir Alexander GADOGAN from NORMAN ROBERTSON.

1. Our preparations for possible arrest of persons implicated in

CORBY case are not couplete. Polioe arrangements for more or less

simultaneous arrest of thirty agents in a number of different cities 

require a good deal preparation particularly since conduct of case 

has been confined to interrogation of CORBY and examination of his 

documents an understanding which your police authorities and F.B.I. 

had urged that no avoidable action would be taken before October 7th

2. In every case charges that could now be laid depend on CORBY (s 

testimony and on Embassy documents which he took with him. Our 

polioe think it doubtful that arrests at this time would produce 

new and independent evidence espionage or theft of official 

documents on which charges could be pressed without production

of CORBY or his papers.

3. Our Prime Minister who expects to see TRUMAN in Washington

on Sunday before sailing for United Kingdom on Monday will I know 

wish to consider in consulting your Government and United States 

Government probable consequences of arrests and prosecutions before 

authorising them unless of course action is absolutely unavoidable 

in the meantime.

TOP SECRET»
NEW YORK.



TOP SECRET

NEW YORK

26.9.45.
e.r.
27.5.45.

27.9.45. 0950 

0751

CXG. 395 of 25th» MOST IMMEDIATE.

Following for C.S.S. only personal decypher yourself from

48000.
Following for Z.B. from HOLLIS.

I am definitely arriving at PRESTWICK on Friday morning. 

If possible please arrange reservation on a plane to 

London and leave message with S.C.O. Please tell my wife.





\

TOP SECRET.

ADDRESSED NEW YORK 26- 9*4-5 •

GXG.868 MOST IMMEDIATE.

Following far C.S.S. personal for 48000 decypher yourself 

Your GXG. 330 September 17»

A. ZB do not repeat not consider deception at this stage 

practicable or desirable.

B. I concur with this view.



TOP SECRET*

ADDRESSED NEW YORK* 26.9*45.

CXG. 871 MOST IMMEDIATE*

Following from C.S.S. personal for 48000 decypher yourself

A. We have discussed with ZB question of investigating OORBY 

leads into foreign countries.

B* ZB are most anxious that no repeat no action be taken 

before PRIMROSE contact for fear of endangering case.

C. As soon as they are agreeable we will institute discreet 

enquiries abroad*
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TOP SECRET

ADDRESSED NEW YORK*

cats. 867.

26.9.45.

MOST IMMEDIATE.

Following from C.S.S. himself for 48000 personal decipher 

yourself.

Following from Sir A. CADOGAN for NORMAN ROBERTSON.

A. In connection with the CORBY case we may have an opportunity 

shortly of arresting PRIMROSE.

B. We «hall inform the Canadian Government as soon as this is 

imminent as we assume that they may desire to act simultaneously 

in regard to those who are implicated in Canada* Please confirm 

this. We would like to be informed similarly if action is 

contemplated in Canada.

C. It is probable that when arrests are made there will be 

some leakage and publicity• This may have political reper­

cussions in our relations with the Russians. His Majesty's 

Government are prepared to accept this consequence and they 

would like to know if the Canadian Government agrees. Similar 

approach is being made to the United States Government.

© Crown Copyright
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TOP SECRET.
mt"

A* CV

\

CXG. 390 of September 26fti.

Personal for C.S.S. only personal d^ypher yourself from 46000«

My immediately preceding telegram.

C. The political heads of U.S. and U.K. could inform STALIN and 

MOLOTOV secretly at an early meeting that they know what has been 

going on in Russian Embassy in Ottawa* They could supply them 

with full facts to convince them of this. They could then say 

that it would have been possible to publish these facts, and that 

the result would have been a grave blow at Russia's prestige and 

diplomatic strength in the world. U.K. and U.S. representatives 

would say that they did not at present wish to resort to this 

course because they were sincerely anxious to end the old chapter 

of mutual suspicion between Russia and Western Democracies.

They would therefore keep the story secret an condition that 

these Russian spy activities were abandoned wherever they existed 

and that Russian Government reciprocated U.K. and U.S* Governments 

efforts to establish relations of real confidence and co-operation 

between the three major Powers etc. etc. (I need not continue the 

line of argument which is obvious)

My immediately following telegram*

J

© Crown Copyright
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TOP SECRET.
NEa YORK.

26.9.45.

26.9.45. 
2215 BST.

GXG. 387 of 26.9*45«

J .E.A.C./P. S. 
26.9.45.
2223.

M)ST :I'I,MW»IATE.

My Immediately preceding telegram.

Following is for C.S.S. Personal decypher yourself.

From 48OOO.

5. In the meantime I venture to send in ny immediately following 

telegram a summary of tentative views which I personally have 

formed as a result of discussions with MACKENZIE KING and others 

here. These views are of course based upon our local knowledge 

of situation.

It may be well that in London and Washington you have additional 

knowledge on broader international situation which would influence 

and modify the policy suggested in ny immediately following 

telegram. I send the telegram merely for your information as 

an indication of tentative views, for what it may be worth, 

which I have formed in the hope that they may be of some 

assistance in consideration of the matter in London.

My immediately following teiogicu**.

© Crown Copyright



NEW YORK

26.9.45•

1417 PS/JEA0 
26.9.45.

26.9.45. 2300

2213.
CXG. 386. September 26th

TOP SECRET.

MOST IMMEDIATE.

My immediately preceding telegram.

Following is for C.S.S. only personal decypher yourself from

48000.
3. ROBERTSON and I, with small group of others involved in direction 

of case here, have discussed the matter with MACKENZIE KING. He agrees 

that three following principles nust be basis to our policy:

(a) The Canadian authorities should decide their policy only in 

consultation and agreement with Governments of United Kingdom and 

United States.

(b) The political and diplomatic questions involved must be 

paramount.

(c) Police action from purely security point of view must 

therefore conform with diplomatic and political policy decided 

upon by the ?three Governments.

4* Mackenzie King and Robertson are now considering the best method 

of their initiating consultations with London and Washington. They 

appreciate that time may be of the (? word omitted) essential. From 

security point of view, for example, the lancer the present situation 

continues, the greater is the danger of leakage to Russians. I
therefore expect that Mackenzie King and Robertson will have ready 

almost ? immediately proposals for consultation. I shall telegraph

(over)

clement2
Highlight
ROBERTSON and I, with small group of others involved in direction of case here, have discussed the matter with MACKENZIE KING. He agrees that three following principles nust be basis to our policy:
(a) The Canadian authorities should decide their policy only in consultation and agreement with Governments of United Kingdom and United States.
(b) The political and diplomatic questions involved must be paramount.
(c) Police action from purely security point of view must therefore conform with diplomatic and political policy decided upon by the ?three Governments.



to you again on this as soon as possible

Itiy .immediately following telegram,

¥

V



TOP SECRET»

NEW YORK*

26.9.45.
1402 PS/JEAC

26.9.45.
22^0

26.9.45
2200

CS3CG. 385. September 26th. M)ST TMMF.TVTATO,

Following is for C.S.S. only personal decypher yourself from 

• 43000. Following for Sir Alexander CADOGAN from MALCOLM MACDONALD.

1. Stuiy of documents and examination of source are now far 

advanced. The later developments do not alter broad picture of 

situation in Canada which you already know though they have added 

large amount of valuable detail. They also reveal some 

interesting information about organisation in Switzerland.

Interim report in C.1 a possession is being supplemented by 

material which HOLLIS is taking to him for communication also

to you and others concerned in London. HOLLIS is coming by air 

leaving Montreal Thursday morning September 27th.

2. Policy pursued by R.C.MJP. and other security authorities 

working with them h&3 so far been to take no step which might 

arouse suspicions on part of either individual agents or their 

masters that Canadian authorities know about Russian spy organisation 

centred in Ottawa. This ?means that apart from close surveillance 

of PRIMROSE, about which you know, and discreet attempts to 

neutralise one agent in department of external affairs and agent
in ay office all individuals involved are still free to carry an



-2-

their activities« If this were normal case police authorities 

would now consider which of two or three more drastic alternative 

policies would be most appropriate from security point of view« 

But of course this is not normal case« On the contrary police 

authorities as well as political authorities here recognise that 

issues of high political and diplomatic importance are involved 

and that these must be governing considerations to which straight 

security considerations should conform«

Ìtip immediately following telegram*



TOP SECRET.

J

1120

C3CG. 383 of 25th. MOST IMMEDIATE»

Following for C.S.S. only personal deoypher yourself 

from 48000.

Following for Z.B. from HOLLIS.

Personal for Director General.

MACDONALD is anxious that I should return to London 

immediately for discussion of policy in connection with 

his telegram to CADOGAN which it is hoped to have despatched 

tonight. I imagine this has your approval. Authorities 

here and STEPHENSON agree but STEHENSON urges early return 

and visit to Washington. I have reservation on R.A.F. 

transport command for September 27th»

26.9.45.
FS/er
26.9.45.

26.9.45. II30

NEW YORK.



TOP SECRET*

NEW YORK*

25.9.45.

26.9.45.

1115

CXG. 381 of 25th* MOST EriMEDIATE,

My inmediately preceding telegram*

Following for C,S,S* only personal decypher yourself from 

48000 *

D* We appreciate your anxiety to hold but consider choice 

must be taken by highest authority between dangers of leakage 

and public humiliation of Russia* Suggest you make 

representations on receipt of copy of MACDONALD’ s message to 

CADOGAN.

E. While action here unlikely to be taken before October 7th 

the risk must be (gp, mut. ?increased) of losing evidence if 

searches and interrogations here are postponed until after 

October 27th. Do you set great store by these meetings in 

London? As I see it the meeting if consumated will identify 

the Russian contact but subsequent interrogations of Canadian 

network which cannot be indefinitely delay? (ed will) alarm 

London network so that little is likely to be learned about it*

X am inclined not to delay interrogations long after October 7th 

if diplomatic policy is settled may I have your comments?

FS/e*r,
26.9.45.
1215



TOP SECRET.
NEW YORK ir
25.9.43.

BS/er
26.9.45.
1200

(2CS. 380 of 25th. MOST IMMEDIATE.

Following for C.S.S. only personal decypher yourself from

48000.
Following far Z.B. from HOLLIS. Reference your DS/2298/45.

A. At a meeting with MACDONALD, NORMAN ROBERTSON and others

last night it was agreed that diplomatic aspect of OORBY case

had over-riding importance. It will be discussed urgently on

highest levels in Washington and London. MACDONALD is drafting

recommendations for CADOGAN and you will have copy of his message.
decisions.Security Action will have to fit (hoQBWMPft of diplomatic policy.

B. Recommendation is likely to be against publicity but may 

include diplomatic protest and interrogation of known agents here, 

in united States and England. R.C.M.F. and F.B.I. will synchronise 

interrogation and London should also synchonose interrogation of 

PRIMROSE for which all available background material will be 

supplied in due course.

C. V,e are therefor* strongly opposed to arrfcst of PRIMROSE unless 

necessitated by attest to escape to Russia. In this contingency

could he not be charged with attempting to leave country illegally

thus avoiding notoriety of official secrets act charge. 

My immediately following telegram.

clement2
Highlight
At a meeting with MACDONALD, NORMAN ROBERTSON and others
last night it was agreed that diplomatic aspect of OORBY case
had over-riding importance. It will be discussed urgently on
highest levels in Washington and London. MACDONALD is drafting
recommendations for CADOGAN and you will have copy of his message.
decisions.
Security Action will have to fit (hoQBWMPft of diplomatic policy.



T O P  SiCRKT.

24th Septenber, 19W*

PP. 66949/Y. 64O8/DB

Ik 1. T? ith  in fe rence to  our conversation la s t
37 week, I  a tta ch  herew ith a b r ie f note on the Soviet f i C  

espionage case which has been d isclosed in  Canada. 
ji3  you 'w ill see from the concluding paragraph we 
fe e l th a t a d ip lom atic in c id e n t in vo lv in g  ourselves, 
the Canadians, and the Americans is  bound to  ensue 
whether a c tio n  is  in it ia te d  here, in  Canada o r in  
the United S tates. For 't ills  reason you may. oonsider 
i t  necessary to  ob ta in  in  advance the concurrence o f 
Externa l A ffa irs  in  Canada and the 3ta te  Department.

2. Through the Royal Canadian Mounted P b llce , 
vhere we now have our own rep resen ta tive , we are in  
touch w ith  the Federal Bureau o f In ve s tig a tio n  in  
Washington and we hope to  ob ta in  th e ir  agreement to  
synchronise a c tio n  whether i t  be in it ia te d  here o r in  
the Western Hemisphere. Our present request is  th a t 
no ove rt a c tio n  should be taken a t le a s t before  
October 7th  when the f i r s t  meeting between HlL.iROSE 
and the Sovie t Agent in  London is  scheduled to  take 
place.

Y/ith reference to  paragraph 4 (e ), we have 
made such arrangements as are possib le  to  prevent 
FRL.iHQSE's departure by Soviet aeroplane. There is  
un fo rtu na te ly  no moans o f preventing him from  leav ing

3.



by a Sovie t sh ip w ithou t g iv in g  very wide p u b lic ity  
to  the whole a f fa ir  and even then i t  is  extrem ely 
doub tfu l whether any measure could be re a lly  
e ffe c tiv e  aga inst a determ ined e ffo r t to  ge t away«
Vie are the re fo re  re ly in g  on an in d ire c t method o f 
su rve illa n ce  which so fa r  has proved q u ite  s a tis fa c to ry  
'Ihere is  every in d ic a tio n  th a t KHHR05E intends to  
s e ttle  ̂ down* He is  leav ing  the h o te l .where he a t 
present res ides and w il l be stay ing  fo r  the next ten  
days.a t the f la t  o f a fr ie n d  who is  away on leave*
A fte r th a t he has made arrangements to  take a room in  
a re s id e n tia l h o te l, the address o f which is  known 
to  us.

Yours s in ce re ly ,

• Sa^dL. <5

The Hon. S ir Alexander Cadogan,^ C. i i. G, K*-C. j , 
FOREIGN OFFICE. * ’
G . X / 3 :
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. F. 6 6 9 V 9 A «  Ö*08/ “ 24th , o¿: t cr.bcr ,

;oar Joaroissioncr*

I attach - copy or a memorandum ! ' (  
..-hich vie liavo handed to Dir dexunder ‘̂adogan#
Vhe purxx>3C of it is to obt-in the joint agree­
ment of the Foreign Office, External ffairs 
in Canada, and the .It . tc Department in the 
United states to synchronise action as a.¿1 rrhen 
thoujht desirable since such action oust 
inevitably lead to a diplom tic incident with 
the involving the three Governments#
* 3 you will huve already noted from our 
•elogjams, v/e are anxious that no action should 
be iA.ken at any rate before October 7th and 
;e awr.it the reactions of your Department and 
-he u.r.I. to this suggestion#

Yours sincere]y,

r*. ptain G#”. hidden#
Jor;j.i.i;,ioucr ood, 3#K«G#,
r.oy. 1 OUiitOd -rolice,

© Crown Copyright
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TOP SECRET*

ADDRESSED NEW YORK.

24.9.45.
GXG-. 864.

MOST IMMEDIATE,

Following from C.S.S. himself for 48#OOO personal decipher 

yourself.

Following for NORMAN ROBERTSON from Sir A. GADOGAN.

A* Your telegram despatched^from New York on 22nd September 

about informing WILGEESS about the CORBY case*

B. CLARK KERR who has not yet been informed will probably not 

return to his post for two or three weeks* I do not know whether 

you would feel able to wait so long. If not I would be quite 

prepared to transmit any message that you may consider suitable

to WTLGRESS by our channels through our Charge d*Affaires if 

you think that any safer than your own direct channel. We 

could send it by cypher telegram or personnally to the Charge 

d*Affaires by Foreign Office bag which would take four to 

five days with instructions to burn after action.

C. I do not quite understand your second paragraph nor why 

it is so necessary for WILGRESS to know since Russians will 

invent excuses if they wish.

2 ¡1c

© Crown Copyright
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t  /  < » .- r 
f op 1 • '

T . r f'' JHÌ.V
*%Z /V f\ tíu_3 Z5/- ¿ ̂ f é  o

x' £pf3^ Si**v'k̂
a! >»Jt.OR A!,' i Vii /

1. '.n ih- early part of * phyaiciut who will be '
i*oferred to lr this iti£?x>randiua as iTil/i'iiOlb left this country for "T » 
Ouiuula under the buk^Iccd of the .Department of Scientific and Industrial 
heaearch a*d in rr.;ada Ima been worki n,r under the Rational He so arch 
~ouncil eo u physic let on the Atomic Miar.ion. ile returned to ttiio 
country on the 17th bt>pt criber, 1‘p4i, on compietion of his work and it 
is believed f.hnt he is about to imbuísc hia ordinary aacdemic work in 
bo don at. ivinc*» College, * treni., it ia unciere tood that his 
capabilities aro oo .-Treat that rrofessor Couiccroft, Head of the Atomic 
illusion, (’«uvada, has rccoamunduu hiu for further important work in 
connection with atomic research :n this ooui try.

? »  On cu about the. 7th O p̂tCitbtr, 1 ,  a clerical officer
c.uployud. in the 'X*partmvf.t of li.c iusjiun fixitary Attache in Ottawa, 
souyht an interview with the royal r. .maiiAc.. ..iountod Ibi ice to whom he 
disclosed dotai Lt o ’ an extenai^u uodonart network operatine in i'anada 
under the control f the . ursiun fi ¿11uu-y ¿.1 tachf \ Colonel fabo tin.
In rvujuort of the story vhich he tclù, he produced to the k.Chd. P. 
orlyrn&l document.? abstiaoted by him from the office of Colonel Zahotin, 
torethoi- >.ith cojic.3 of ether doc<.u«entr. which he hud seen titere. Vhe 
informo.:!, who will be h<n eix-af t*r xvi \  .t re. ¡ to aa (XHby, .rave information 
implicati upward r cf si.» ?.•»». n J.nu ivi. i urda in : .nasia the majority of 
\siior» have been identifier njxl wno ■- now the ¿uo.-ecl. of investigation 
ana survol ti*: c<‘ by ih». ...» P, A.-cu ; t..». m sut a fomarxiat P. uid
•chc Rations.’' Ci*';a'<\;;er of \ho babau* Irogreisi».. Parly (the. nano by 
vhich the Ca-vauhlat iVr-t.y .a know;* : i’anj- iy ¿.couf of there
indivie-,alu the Husstans aypot;- to h.*ve p »/?..„-• «ralea inter alie. ti e 
Department of »  .»mal /u'iaiasj the j..Alierai iVscarch Council, the 
Department r l.¿ •io'-.a.’. Defence and the bff.ce tnc High Oommiaeiomr.

h t ± j r.'ao ylver. ao-x.t IV.b.f.O Me
utetee ihet P:l'f 0 »visi .A;*- > t rc mited .lx* Ix>nd-.»n before his
dex̂ arturv: ami first ^ ’pro;.ih>. i ;.*y the /urcìaus in ..aimdu about 10 .nontha 
afio. Accordi a *  to fvjf .f:, J-.IÔ- lO;-- has au>plico. • b-’x»n<-x Zabotin with 
useful c u d  valu.'». >1« informili' .i about ôtoxiic x*eaeoi ch ¿j x . hat. furti »er 
provided 'abot_n vi‘’; tvo oar̂  tea of ì.rariu.-xa Z } :  which arc
ailer>v alrea-iy to have er» i .low to ¿1..-o .. l*ú :r. also aile^od that 
P I: It.i. \&r. .su; -lied T n l d l *'¿fch v.» • ti.vi .about an r-lwctronio derive
used by the f.. , a^a r -t ->apan' nuioine airci-äu’':.; «..’.art fr •;.»
JOR?v*r xwn ftaicfoan la ah - jt ... A v i tie;»., the ú. d. X  r, also
poar.eaa cv. 1 .? ox’ telary-eiv*. ê .chan < .1 bet .-<r »vr -.T? ¿nd botu.i vhich, 
i‘ t .- y can he acícrrtou as g -.suine #uì»1 if -.Tvv. \  'a .-«jnínt that the 
individual therein i-rferrei to a « t ». ri: I-.' b .".r f V confina that
-'.IT. OX  iit.s nro-.-j.de<; i.ufomation about otc-rrlc ronet.i'cü a i m . hsu. au;»pli*fd 
* he .-iu»vaiu -• a» u aal.,.* of • tr:<niua ‘¿ y .  . Additionally, they confirm 
that »v* bar supyliec _nfcv .̂ tion about tiic . l ' c  tvoru.-.j appari .tua ben ore 
r.'fj.tj v-ef. It i'i : ai» to ea, ' .'. -ic, il' 'iceeptev , Jie ovi• ionco no far 
pro .ucce by CO.-DV, -iiether ir rot it la .»u ficuent to ;',u*»**tantii_tc a  

Ciidr 'v apaiiV-'t l'."! *H(/r. •, l-.-iiVC.* no doubt a ,, lo the u * 010*«cy 01 fCíi- i *s 
iJ. leg At ions. T' aiMituc*.. • o <• ,j .-rumen-... < i-cuati. y -t». v *s activities
- î . ,'nniv.i-i, nas '■J.J LI ..W ooyif8 eu* ted.ögrfcÄ' between Mese:»'., ami
"abotin * hich shea- that on October /th next ara, if r.ocessary, thereafter 
a • intera si» '
».rent in Ixxnd jn.
a . Inter»*sis --í tei* ca/r, f a b ' f " entablish confaci viri a bovi t

in the light of tív* forepyjlr» ¿ .ccini. ,-ri i? neu* 'Tjitry 
as to :>.e presort »uid fu cure »•«.•ti00 v, xi_n rv.yaró tc* ’'HL-idl >. and .t, ir 
aubnittou tliut the foxlcv.i i.- c nuid-lerntio/̂ t t; t ' c-ieviuìt;

it 'a be.iie1 «vi r'*-’t tuie Jiussî na have not yet dircovered 
i*. Jritian hru. ¡U, .«Ithoupb they «ire i»v¿ir 1 rh-t he has 
It ie accOiduicly vclxc.ee nut th-xc eou.*.î possibil ity 
-. ill o r  o u t  of the du« u m  s, probav¡ ., -vv, rver„ not the

s 0  ntme 1.r, .v .th a )ovi* c » rent

(a;
th.a ..Ok'j; is 
ui; ; peRT- d. 
tri.1 iv:r dCfK 
first or cm n the second, ¿ku

© Crown Copyright
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, S, Form 10ft.

SECRET TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER

F r o m  :...JKGME..OTTAWA,.............. Office File No...ff;..66949................O riginator's No.&R..4£/45
¡

Passed for 
Action to ‘ •Q.-B.-

Date of O rigin....24«£~45*
Date of Receipt....25.x3..*45*

Copies to ...........................................Deciphered by .....

Topsecret from  HOLLIS*
Reference my MP 45/45* High Commissioner is  most anxious th a t we l im it  
communication on CORBY case to  Stephenson channel .(group co rru p t) unless the re  
are o ve rrid in g  reasons aga inst th is , (group co rru p t) and Washington Embassy have 
been informed accept th is  lim ita t io n . Everyone th is  s id e f in c lu d in g  Stephenson, 
assumes th a t a l l  CORBY case messages are sent you. I f  th is  no t so and can not 
be arranged I  w i l l  cable you dup lica te  a l l  past and fu tu re  messages bu t th is ; 
seems rid ic u lo u s  waste o f tim e and e ffo r t ju s t if ia b le  on ly i f  you are meeting 
in so lu b le  o bs tru c tio n  in  London. ^ ____

A 7* no te . A re p e titio n  o f the two co rrup t groups has been requested.

'  O . T .
The text of this telegram is Unparaphrased, and must not be distnfcnted outside 
British Government Departments or Headquarters, or re-transmitted even in cipfeiw without 
being Paraphrased. Messages marked ‘ O.T.P.’ need not be paraphrased.

(2SB43) Wt.40533/3385 20 000 1/45 A .St E.W.Ltd. Gp.698 J.72U1

© Crown Copyright



"'SEC R ET TELEGRAM FOR DESPATCH IN CIPHER ,

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ^ 4

Office File No.. ....................... Section of 0rigia..5?/JlIK

Dfltp 23»9*^5* mpTipri i l. ............................. g e ( ; ^ ; " Q r ^ C T d e U e
j  Royal Canadian Counted B a ilee , ^

Ottawa, Canada«
-.........•....................................  MOST IMMEDIATE
Ra(ot„ „  your letter N of
Keierence our teiegram 1 0................ 01.................. .......

S. Form 98. * I

1. In5» rta n t th a t a c tio n  in  the United S ta tes, Canada awl U«.4 should  
synchronise, b u t d if f ic u l t  to  assess re la tiv e  importance o f enqu irie s  in  
each country«
2« As we see i t ,  b u t o f course we have no t go t the whole p ic tu re , no 
ac tio n  should be taken in  the United S tates o r Canada • lic h  m ight in  any 
way p re ju d ice  the somewhat s lender chances o f the nec lin g  ta k in g  p¿ace here on 
October 7th«
3« Our reasons as fo llo w s : (a ) H í IMRüSjs» can probab ly d : :;o rc damage than  
anyone e lse  p a r tic u la r ly  i f  he should uifcbimatcly decide to  go to  ¿íussia; he 
im st th e re fo r«  remain a permanent menace unless behind ba rs ; (b ) as fa r  as v>c 
can 3ee a t p resen t there is  in s u ff ic ie n t evidence on which t ; base a charge. 
Hence gre¿-t importance attached to  any o ppo rtu n ity  which may p rovide  fu r th e r  
evidence, and anx ie ty  th a t no th ing  s h a ll be done e ith e r here o r elsewhere which 
m ight arouse susp ic ion  meanwhile.

The text of this telegram is Un para phrased, and must not be distributed outside
British Government Departments or Headquarters, or re-transmitted, even in cipher, without
being Paraphrased. Messages marked ' O.T.PZ need not be paraphrased.

(28943) Wt.49533/8385 20,000 1/45 A.4 E.W.Ltd. Gp.698 J.7260



Reference your letter No 
our telegram of

HBUGXXSm Reference 3 (b ) our CX&> ¿S /n ii?
1« No power to  de ta in  PRIMROSE in  U.K. unleas evidence a va ila b le  ju s tify in g  
Preferment o f Charge.
2« I t  appears to  us th a t on ly possib le  charge would be o f an offence aga inst 
O ff ic ia l Secrets A cts .
3* Please in fo rm  us u rg e n tly  i f  you have any evidence which can be produced in  
court supporting charge under O ff ic ia l Secrets A cts .
4« Charge to  be p re fe rre d  would be in  o u tlin e  PRIMROSE being a person ho ld ing  
o ffic e  under H is M ajesty communicated w ith ou t a u th o rity  in fo rm a tio n  obtained by 
v ir tu e  o f such o ffic e .
3» videnoe to  support such charge would norm a lly co n s is t

(a) o f a w itness o r w itnesses who can speak to  having been present when in ­
fo rm a tion  was im properly passed.

(b) o f documents such as a le t te r  in  which the in fo rm a tio n ✓ is  conveyed and 
which can be proved to  o rig in a te  from  PRIMROSE e .g . to  be in  h is  handw riting  o r 
bearing h is  s igna tu re .

The text of this telegram is Unparaphrased, and must not be distributed outside 
British (.overnment Departments or Headquarters, or re-transmitted even in cipher, without 
being Paraphrased. Messages marked ‘ O.T.Pneed not be paraphrased.

(23943) Wt.49533/3385 20,000 1/45 ’  A.& E.W.Lld. Gp.698 J.7260



S. Form 98.

Se c r e t  t e l e g r a m  fo r  d e s p a t c h  in  c ip h e r

T o :.

Office File No.......................... Section of Origin.

Date.................................... .....Signed ...

Reference y °"r !e^ ê ani No.................of.......... ..... .........our telegram

H o v a.
if. Would propose the re fo re  th a t and United S tates a u th o ritie s  be
asked to  w ithho ld  any a c tio n  a t any ra te  u n t il a fte r  October 7 th  on 
understanding th a t i f  we take a c tio n  on th a t date we w i l l  n o tify  t ift itf 
iuE ied ia te ly . This would o f course necess ita te  t hei r  be ing prepared to  go 
ahead by th a t tim e. H«*Mr
5- Should be g lad  to  have your re a c tio n s .

aft<r * / y s
Sti . 7 •

The text of this telegram is Unparaphrased, and must not be distributed outside
British Government Departments or Headquarters, or re-transmitted, even in cipher, without
being Paraphrased. Messages marked ‘ O.T.P.' need not be paraphrased.

(28043) Wt.49633/3385 20,000 1/46 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.698 J.7260
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S. Form 98.1

m SECRET TELEGRAM FOR DESPATCH IN CIPHER

Office File Nn H*. 66%-9.........Section of Origin....2-_P-

_ Date .... 2is5*/fc5........................Signed  __™.—
T o : .......... ................................. Capt. G .li. L id d e ll.

Ottawa*
. .................................................................................................. * *A ...............

Reference No................ of..........................

-  2

6* G ra te fu l fo r  e a rly  re p ly  on these m atters w ith  any a d d itio n a l ooiment 
which you may be ab le  to  make*
7* Have you in  your op in ion  evidence a va ila b le  to  enable you to  p re fe r a charge 
aga inst PRIMROSE in  Canada under you r O ff ic ia l Secrets A cts o r equ iva len t 
le g is la tio n  7 _____ _____

■:.....
‘ SJ -

. ... <* ■ ’— i4.r. . .. |

^  sx/tfaX
The text of this telegram is Unparaphrased, and must not be distributed outside 
British Government Departments or Headquarters, or re-transmitted, even in cipher, without 
being Paraphrased, Messages marked ' O.T.P.' need not be paraphrased.

(28943) Wt. 49533/3385 20,000 1/45 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.698 J.7260

© Crown Copyright



NEW YORK.
22.9.45. 
2342 BST..

23.9.45. 
1115 BST

G. S.E,
23.9.45. 
1200 BST

TOP SECRET.

CXG. 370 of Septenfcer 22nd. MOST IMMEDIATE.

Following is for C.S.S. only. Personal deoypher yourself.

From 48#000.

Following for Sir Alexander OADOGAN from NORMAN ROBERTSON.

Begins: We are very concerned over the complete ignorance of 

OORBI case of WILGRESS in Moscow. We have not thought it wise 

to communicate directly with him but feel that we shall have to do 

so unless he can be promptly informed by some other means.

Apart from general desirability of his being aware of situation 

before any action is taken vis-a-vis Russians he should be particularly 

on his guard against possibility of giving any excuse for trumped up 

charges against his Embassy.

Would you let me know whether you have told CLARK KERR in 

London about matter? If so and if CLARK KERR is returning promptly 

to Moscow safest and most expeditions method of informing WILGRESS 

would be for CLARK KERR to pass on story to WILGRESS for his sole 

information.

If you think fit you might let CLARK KERR see preliminary British 

security co-ordination report in C.1 s possession.

We are now considering the general action to be taken and will 

wish to act in full accord with both London and Washington.

Investigation has reached a point at which a general decision 
on policy is called for almost at once.

Ends. J i t



The following telegram dated 21« 9* 45 has beeir* 
received from Hollis* I t  refers to the long telegram 
we sent to him suggesting the discontinuance of the use 
of S*l*3* channels of communic&tion:-

"Paragraphs one and two* D ec is ion  to  use 
Stephenson channel o n ly  fo r  th is  case was taken by H igh  
Commissioner and o the rs* I  w i l l  d iscuss you r request 
w ith  H igh Commissioner tomorrow on h is  re tu rn  from  
W ashington. But am answering rem ainder yo u r te legram  
v ia  Stephenson* I  b e lie ve  th is  is  adv isab le  in  p resen t 
c ircum stances*"

In  view  o f the  fo re g o in g , I  suppose th a t the  
a ttached  te leg ram  should now be sent v ia  P h ilb y *

F*2*a
22*9.4.5« J*H* M a rr io tt*



, S. ¿'orm 100. Confirm ation copy.
SECRET TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER

From-:....... Ri.QÆÆ* Office File No. FF. 66949..... Originator's No. ..MF/.45
«

Ottawa«

Copies to______________ r

Action toAction to
Passed forPassed for Date of Origin....£1.*9..«45 •

Date of Receipt....22*.9.*M5
Deciphered by ......UQL

Reference your D§/2260/45 19 *9 *45«
TOPSECRET. Prom HOLLIS.
Paragraphs (1) and (2)« Decision to use STEPHENSON* s channel only for this case 
was taken by High Commissioner and others* I  will discuss your request with 
High Commissioner tomorrow on his return from Washington but am answering remainder 
your telegram via STEPHENSON. I believe this is advisable in presAet circumstances.

The text of this telegram is Unparaphrased, and must not be distributed outside
British Government Departments or Headquarters, or re-transmitted even in cipher, without
being Paraphrased. Messages marked ’ O.T.P.' need not be paraphrased.

123943} Wt.49538/3385 20 000 1/45 A.& E.W.Ltd. Cp.698 J.7201



The National Archives' reference KV 2/1425

Original ln p.F. 66960 serial 6a.
TOP SfXJRET

ADDRESSED NEW YORK.
IMMEDIATE

21.9.45.

CXG. 849 \ *

For kSooo personal from Director G.C. & C.S.
Following has "been transmitted to JONES in Washington.

as GCCS in 121+29.
Begins:
1. R.C.M.P. have in custody a cypher clerk from office of 
Soviet Military Attache. He has already provided some usefi 
crypto inforrnation.
2. Canadians have agreed at our request that he should be 
infierrogated at once by S.S.A. if Americans will consent. 
We consider his information will probably be of considerab! 
assistance if he is interrogated on technical matters by 
an officer fully versed in crypto problems involved.
3. Although this is BOURBON question please approach 
CARTER CLARKE in first instance as matter is one of 
Military Attache cyphers and a very delicate business.
1+. If Americans agree to send an officer ( and Ganadains 
ask it to be restricted to one only ) please arrange that 
he contacts STEPHENSON in New York who will hand him over 
to appropriate contact in Canada. This is necessary to 
avoid crossing lines with P.B.I. STEPHENSON is steering 
P.B.I. interrogations in Canada clear of crypto matters.

Ends.
Received in M.I.5. 25/9

© Crown Copyright



NEW YORK.
TOP SECRET

20.9.45.

2302 J >E. A. C.
21.9.45.
0935.

21.9.45.

0845.

GXGr. 354. September 20th. MOST IMMEDIATE

$

Following is for C.S.S. only personal decypher yourself 

from 48000 for Z.B. from HOLLIS.

__ Your D.S./2260/45 part two.

The authorities here have not yet decided whether publicity 

is desirable and pending this decision I consider arrest would 

be inadvisable. We are discussing these policy matters with 

High Commission and External Affairs and hope to have early 

decision. I will inform of this. If it is decided to 

?attempt to prosecute evidence would have to be obtained by 

searches and interrogations ?and chances of ?getting this 

would be lessened by premature arrest of PRIMROSE.



The National Archives' reference KV 2/1425

© Crown Copyright
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© Crown Copyright
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S. Form flfi /
'SECRET TELEGRAM FOR DESPATCH IN CIPHER

Office File No....£&..££gk&........„.Section of Origin-----^.2,

Date io c ),r Signed Litkidl

To ■ 20YAL CHADIAN LOUNTED POLICE 
OTTAWA CANADA

Reference 3™* }efter No., our telegram of.

SOLUTION üüSI B2 IP  POSSIBLE TO ARREST OC.
3* WE ARE SEEKER ?HCM HICBST AU* DEIVY DECIS-Or C i Y a & G Z . J &  BUT ¡.EiiCUILL 
ClOULD LIKE YOUR VIE S SINCE ARREST CP ¿1*11.105- MIO'C’ C.D LE THILK "OÜLD i \PKSCT 
KTITION IN CANADA ‘ .KILE IP  ARRESTS ARE DECIDED O’J I.’ CANADA ACTIuII OJG’IT TO BE 
OYLCHRCKISSD Oil BOTH STTKS.
9. E DO MOT THINK THftT.JFRIHROS- v.TT.T. ¡¡*10) 0V1.\ CÆiRiAL AT PiRST OR E7LÜ 
SLCOilD RENDEZVOUS. THUS SVEM IP  AR.C3T DLCIBED LL IT  I *  HOT POSSEDEE TO POKED*.

I II  IT "OULD TAKE PLACE UNLESS YOU CR YE PIKD jJ ja B I I jL E  OCatOBOi-r.'-TII EVIDENCE 
CE PRILROSE’S GUILT.
10. ’IE ARE OONSiaESIir, POSSIBILITY OP SAHA' TE . .Tj.1 i I vi. E &  ROSE H iiLvJAL Wji 
■c; • OULD BE LIKELY To ilAKD OVffi AT HEŒBZVO'JD.
11. *E HA T. NO REPEAT NO TRACE OP ANY OP THE l. - TJSTLaE INDIVIDUALS SO IT. 
LLimoNSD IN THIS CASE OTHER THAN EATSRIAL ALREADY iC  ii TO RCVP. AITL TiLiCI.C ¡V 
RUSSIANS "TILL PQLLOK.
12. NO LESA? ::o TRACE O-'I NOHI'Ai: VEAL BUT ARE STILL ... ’in *»  ,JD SUGGj-ST iL  .
.".so:. . .iT ER "*S  PlO^LBLY HYi.AR BL.CEt AD  DOT SIRING

1^The t W  W  -M,v;7aiS0 ,g'AX»i^i»i.hi-«iSE DAESnuP MBfT t*-_/ ^¿1 tibntcpfo .»ntsidf • ~r~)i;_._tJ i 
British (.Government Dej artnu-nts or Headquarters, or re-transmitted ev**i. in ciphe? witiiom 
being Paraphrased. Meŝ ujr** marked O.T.P.’ need not be paraphrased -• ,

(S50.H7I Wt.23490,359.'> 10,000 7/43 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.698(260811 Wt.4l 173/4249 20.000 12'43 1.7280



OK? TAUTIÌD,

I



TOP SECRET.

ADDRESSED NEW YORK.
18.9*45*

CXG» 832» MOST IMMEDIATE.

Following from C.S.S. h i m  elf for 48,000 personal decipher 

yourself.

A. Your CXG.314 of 15th September. The technical information 

provided is we consider correct.

B. The answer to questions (a) and (b) in final paragraph of

problem conjointly with us and we have moral obligations to hand 

them on certain features of this information which are valuable. 

We consider that it would be profitable far one officer from G.2 

to interrogate CORBY* We are fully aware from BAMFOHD of extreme 

delicacy of whole matter and wish for your advice as to whether

information already provided by CORBY without disclosing source, 

though second step would be far better. See no reason why G.2 

should know more than that CORBY is deserter.

D. Would Canadians object? If not we would arrange details 

through JONES.

E. If you agree you can consult Canadians forthwith»

¿tT7W i
your CXG. 317 is yes, and presumption in (o) correct.

C. Position is as follows: G.2 have been engaged upon this

such steps are possible. In any case we could hand on the



NEW YORK

18.9.45.

TOP SECRET.

1614.

19.9.45.

J.C.M./J.E.A.B.
19.9.45.
0920.

0820

C3CG. 335 of September 18th. MOST IMMEDIATE.

Following is for C.S.S. only* Personal decypher yourself 

From 48,000.

Reference your 823 of September 14th.

Following for Sir Clerk CADOGAN from MALCOLM MACDONALD. Begins 

I have shown this message to NORMAN ROBERTSON and HUME WRONG. They 

were sorry to see that MACKENZIE King's suggestion that BYRNES should 

be told about the affair had apparently not been acted upon. On 

assumption that it would be, they had told the American Ambassador 

here (when informing him in general terms of situation) that he 

should not and need not communicate with State Department on the 

subject as KERNES was being informed in London.

Similar line was taken by Sir William STEPHENSON*s office with

F.B.I, representatives when they were here.

We appreciate that there may be special reasons why matter has 

not yet at any rate been discussed with BYRNES. Above facts however 

create an embarrassing situation.



I

ROBERT SON would be grateful for information as to whether 

it is intention to inform BYKNES before he leaves London and

reasons for not doing so if reply is negative* Ends*



17.9.45. 
1741 BST.

E , . ; YORK.

13.9.45. 
0900 BST.

G.S.S.
13.9.45.
0945 BST,

TOP SECRET.

>

CXG. 330 of September 17th. MOST BdfidllATE.

Following is for C.S.S. only. Personal decypher yourself.

From 48,000. U u  t  5 • ̂  *

A. . It is not impossible that v/ith careful planning we might be/'
able to "turn" one of Grant's agents. FT.T/f is particularly 

v/ell-placed to have access to all types of information which 

opens up considerable possibilities for deception.

B. This might be best achieved by planting bogus documents 

in her v/ay.

C. Such an operation would clearly call for joint agreement 

between British, Canadian and United States Governments.

Before we even explore possibilities we should like your 

views as to general desirability and whether you would be

in a position to provide material if we have decided it is 

reasonably safe to attempt establish channel.

clement2
Highlight
A. . It is not impossible that v/ith careful planning we might be
/'
able to "turn" one of Grant's agents. FT.T/f is particularly v/ell-placed to have access to all types of information which opens up considerable possibilities for deception.
B. This might be best achieved by planting bogus documents in her v/ay.
C. Such an operation would clearly call for joint agreement between British, Canadian and United States Governments.



TOP SECRET
IGV/ YORK

17.9.45.
1412

A.D.V.'.
17.9.45.

17.9.45. 2120 BST.
2110 BST.

CXG. 326 of September 17th. LDST E11DIATE.

Following is for C.S.S. only.

Personal decipher yourself.

From 4*5,000.

HOLLIS arrived Montreal this morning and is en route 
Ottawa.



/ TOP SLChLT.
is?,, you;. __________

16.9.45.

1947 BST. P T
17.9.4-5.

17.9.45. 1000 BST.

0825 BST.

CXG. 522 of September l6th. MOST L2.1DIATE.

Following is for C.S.3. only personal deqyphcr yourself, 

prom 48,000.

l ry  inmediately preceding- telegram.

As you know, one member of ny staff is Involved. She is- Miss 

V.̂ ILLSmiR xrho v/as appointed to this office from London in 1930, 

has worked here ever since and been an assistant registrar for 

the last few years. She is an indirect agent working through 

a contact in Communist Party. .,e are not yet sure how valuable 

her efforts have been to her friends, but they may be serious, 

work of k.C.I'.P. and other authorities concerned here is proceeding 

smoothly. Consultation and co-operation between them, including 

American security authorities who have been brought in, seems to 

be excellent. I am assuming that you see all relevant messages

rrom STYFTOTSGIT.



TOP SECRET.NS»7 YORK.
16.9.45.
1742.

J .Jii. A. C.
17.9.45. 17.9.45.
0925 0955.

CKG.321. September 16th. IDST TmroiATE.

Following is for C.S.S. only personal decypher yourself from 

4S,000. lly i. mediately preceding telegram.

Department of external affairs are not able to spare either 

ROBERTSON or Wrong to come to London immediately, and they are 

only members of department who know ?of this Vbusiness, but 

BAYFIELD will give you a good and accurate idea of nature and 

scope of espionage ?organisation which has been discovered so far 

It is already clear that Russian embassy here are centre of 
a widesparead and formidable system of espionage with several 

direct agents working in important Government departments and 

other official Canadian organisations and other agents with 

indirect links with embassy through members of communist party.

No doubt ̂ this pattern is being followed by Russian diplomtic 

representatives wherever possible in other countries. The 

information we are receiving may repeat may ?give us clue to an 

agent in United Kingdom and possibly to others elsewhere.

IJy immediately following telegram.



NEW YORK.
TOP SECRET.

Z AP.S.
17.9.45.
0544*

CXG.520 of 16.9.45. MOST UaMEDlATS.
Following is for C.S.S. only.

Personal decypher yourself.

Prom 48000.

Following for Sir Alexander GAD0GA1I from Malcolm MACDONALD.

Investigations are continuing. The work involved is so 

considerable and results of it are so important that it has been 

and still is impossible for us to release Sir william STEPHEITSON's 

officers who are assisting R.C.M.P. But detective-sergeant 

BAYFIELD of R.C.3I.P, is coming to London in connection with part 

of v/ork, leaving here by R.A.F. Ferry Command Transatlantic aero­

plane this Sunday, lbth, weather permitting. He should be in 

London sometime following Monday and is carrying reports for C.

He will be available for two days in London before he has 

to return here. He will bring written interim report on affairs 

and will also be briefed to give you orally full general 

information up to date.

16.9.45.

17.9.45. 

Oo23 B3T.

I.y immediately following telegram,



TOP SaCri^T

NrW YORK.

If-. 9.45.
0642 Pul#
o S •

16.9.45. 
1110 3ST.

15.9.45.
1100 BST
F . k • C.

CXG. 313 of Sept. 15th. MOST IMMEDIATE.

Following for CSS only personal decipher yourself from 

48,000. Your .826 Sept. 15th.

There is no point in H coning to New York’via Montreal.

For security reasons he should have entered Canada from
. '• >

U.S.A. in accordance ny 287 Sept. 12th. quote for security 

reasons he should come via repeat via New York unquote.

Will collect him at DORVAL.



TELEGRAM TO BE ENCODED.
ADDRESSED : 

REPEATED:

.v: - i ):
— ± i

c x ..... ■f

Date ... i -
— ■■ -------------

Instructions for Dispatch : iiLLdUV'/'L

CXG ...¿ ..‘r.fe.

F o lle a in c  f o r  > Troia n iraeoir.

!iy CXG 017 o f Gapteabor l£tli#

IL0LLI3 rope a t  i . i l U . . '  i:o»n of v. j e n t i - c o i L :u  

a i t  1-3© v l e t  D ivision  I s  1*1/ir - ; fro n  ?  . j.w;- tu-ao.-row

September lu th  re p a s t  oep teab er lotn#

Ills u ltim ate  d e s tin a tio n  Is  :«« ¿ork (y-jor j -; ;  ̂

of OepteMber l£ t) i  r e f e r s )
t

b Lo aid you mj la rg e r  co n sid er I t  ' eCttan^r;, fo r1 . 

to  v i s i t  ;•» j.ork f i r s t  p lease In te rce p t 1 I,-: r . i  , 

rep eat i)0nv«i, M r-p o rt  n ear - ..i . »¡‘x r e  * J s  u lrc i-a it

i s  cL*c to  land s orati tin e  o.. . eptenber 171 opte

Ik say  CB«e I su^; e s t  you sLoul . e t  x>i;£Ui c t _> _ .... . a t

o I W L  o o iita ln lac  c l e a r  d l r e o t i j i i i  as t.> e:u>t :X’ etioulü c’ o* 

v.e Civaia t quote any F lig h t  excc j t  .* , l v,tu

re p e a t r* IV J . l . th #

Originating Officer 
Dispatching Officer

Section Initials Copies to

•/** •••••?.•
T> r



TOP SECRET

ADDRESSED NEW YORK.

CXG. 823.

Following is from C.S.S. Personal for 4^000. Decypher yourself. 

Please repeat following telegram to High Commissioner Canada*

Following far Lord Halifax from Sir A. Cadogan.
/

We have seen telegram from C.'s representative No* 288 of 

12th September and C. *s reply. .,e have given full weight to 

considerations felt by Field Marshal, Head of Scientific Research 

and yourself. Our security authorities however are absolutely 

confident that they can keep person in question under effective survey.

Our considered opinion is that risk of further disclosure in 

this country is small. On the other hand procedure we propose may 

lead to revelation both of a network and of further information on 

this particular subject.

We approve action reported in your Ancam 415 reporting that you

were informing General Groves. Please now tell him what we are doing

and why. Should he raise violent objection could not High Commissioner
»

Canada to whom this telegram is repeated arrange for plane to be 

detained 24 hours pending further urgent consideration here?

Pending MAKXN1 s arrival and fuller information I have not repeat 

not spoken to BYRNES. Nor to ny knowledge have P.M. or S. of S. 

Telegram ends.

14.9.45. 

13DST IMMEDIATE.



The National Archives' reference KV 2/1425

S. Form 81/B.P./5000/5.43.
TOP SECRET•

EXTRACT*
E xtract for F ile  No. .............  ......Namesupp. voi* B*

Tigiap.l in File No. ............ Serial : ...................................... Dated 14#9.U5.
Original f r o m N e .w . . .Y o r k » ..................................  ...................... Under K e f.:.... . . . . .i. * ...................................... .

E xtracted  o n :.2.^.t..1.9.t.M5.t .......................................................................  b y :  ............Section : ............^ •

'ollowing is for C.S.S. only personal decipher yourself. Prom U8»000 
May immediately preceding telegram
E* Situation clearly calls for closest detailed co-operation and 
fullest information on future developments from your side in order they 
may be weighed against any emergencies R.C.M.P* may have to deal with herCj
P. PRIMROSE is returning to England permanently where he is to resume 
his academic position at King's College, London.
COCKCROFT had already reconmended him as member of top United Kingdom 
scientific committee on atomic research. In order not to alarm 
>RIMROSE, COCKCROFT is maintaining these recommendations.
G. In view fears in Washington we are attempting to make arrangements 
for under cover man to accompany PRIMROSE on plans as we now find that 
this can 5e done with very small danger of alerting him.

© Crown Copyright



¿u P t - . y . & ‘=r= K uf\j vlA Y/

HETi/ YORK. Origins
12. IX.45* GSS/IX/DDSP. •

e.r.
13.ix.45.

0724

GXG.288 of 12th. IOST LûEDIATE.
Following is for C.S.S. only. Personal decypher yourself. 

Prom 48,OCX).

Ambassador and Field Marshal and Head of Scientific Research 

48-land wish you to know and to report to Foreign Secretary that

should not repeat not be allowed to travel as proposed because 

of danger of further disclosure of (grp.mut.) or capture. Also: 

that in present locale there is unlikely to be any publicity 

whereas there mirht be In 22-land. I have answered these fears 

with, inter ALIA: description of obvious advantages to acquiring 

further leads to penetration of situation which may be potential

of wider implications than disclosure scientific information; 

that any publicity in 22-land highly unlikely and course being 

followed was dictated by X.B. past experience, etc.

they feel strongly that subject of your telegram 814 September 12th

✓

to vN  IT



The National Archives' reference KV 2/1425

S. Form 81/B.P./B0Û0/5.43.
TOP SECRET.

EXTRACT.
*# vn « P- P. 66960,  Y BOX 61*37»

aupp. vol.B. 
, P . P .  669U 9» Y  B o x 6U 08.

.Nairn*

U Filo No. .............Serial : .......... .1.5. ?.•..............Dated ._.........

Original ......................................................Under Hei.: ........ ................................................................

Extracted on .............................. by :............... Section :....R.3-.Y*

Following is for CSS only: Personal decipher yourself.
From 1*8000.

Your telegram 819 of September 13th.
A. R.C.M.P. are fully aware wider inssues of case and we had jointly 
already made arrangements that no repeat no action of any kind be taken 
whatever until PRIMROSE has left unless emergency arises.
B. While in case so vitally affecting Canadian security interests 
R.C.M.P. cannot give absolute assurance that circumstances will not 
arise demanding direct action they eontemplate no dieect action in 
near future.
,. Indeed it is possible they may never be able take direct action 
since such action must by inference make it clear to Soviet Intelligence 
? (that they) are holding Soviet official whom they have been informed 
by Soviets is renegade and whom they are notionally seeking on behalf 
Soviet Embassy.
D. Only action at present tentatively under consideration after 
PRIMROSE’S departure is neutralizing of source in (? U.K) High 
Coninissionerfs office by moving her to food mission where she will be innoouous. It is not anticipated that this move will arouse any

P T O .

© Crown Copyright
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NEV7Y0RK

12.9.45.

CXG 287 of 12.9*45. MOST IMMEDIATE

Following ia for CSS only.

Personal decypher yourself.
%

From 48000:

Your telegram 817 September 12th:

Yes please send immediately. For Security reasons he should come 

via New York. Suggest British O.A.C. Friday. Please telegraph

departure plane number.



The National Archives' reference KV 2/1425

top seols. > t
/;

êlngrao frets Hi» VMim

Datad 20th Sagtcebar f 19t£*

tailoring fer Sir

Owine to fast that 

» of which you tasow 

to beeanee fu ll

ara la

tins, m m  the first  

oamet ba ocigletid for at

whist need earn natica 

and require translation, 

of source w ill take 

of a « t arant  

aavaral days» Xn

alrouuftancea I should not propose any ottnit at a oonsldored 

apSprooiatiiai of situation ntwuld be moat to autKoritloe la  London 

until t i e  prouesu was ouch non But la Tier roonlhle

of cattar ou important pediólas now beine oonsidared 

Ministers In  ijcndon it m om  olear to ns that V rim  
and itrdgn  3eorettfgr should hate fullest pnaatlflo 

at a  earlier date* • e hero oeuld cqpletf either 

of following two aathodo of infornine than

1« Vie could send serlos cable 

wfaioh we considered of sufflè lait

on s f

2m We oould errance for one or two individuals to fly  to Lend« 

leering here, i f  neoe&aary, toaocrow or nest day» who to o * fe ll

© Crown Copyright



tnatm  o t oaae ao fiar aa rovsalsd, to ate» int«rla> rápete»

At tho m m  % im  va ahstikl a t ocurso continua to oahle infar-

eetifli « i  Aether dnstUieailee

2hs Bsocnd oouroe boobs to os doolrafc&e» X thlnk tbat beot 

p3jB n&úd be fes* tno can to ooos to bndcni flrst» ano of 

9tsjiisnacnf8 s— gjty  aantcia non vho ku beso ten  for laot 

ttaros dsjs ana vho teoso «11 fasta» obout tte evldenoe» oto» 

and «eoond a a n te  oí r— » Depvtanat af ¡te n u l Affaira 

abo oou2¿ a te  ia ffia rtln  not caljr atete tte aotual cana bte 

•Isa atete teknm nl of |«cmtbI ralafciona bstanna Hunte 

Q*aaV « i  ¿spsrtMte and otter n y it e t t e a  ocnoemad, 

pwenalitiaa in Ftenaay oto» oto», this toan c t two oouXd 

gteo jw  anh usoful ganara! infante ion nal ooonantuy  «hioh 

va ooonot hopa to inoiiHfla la  oaULaa»



1> .

T e lo p ta  tram  lt& , ìcqììk

H lKD lA Ig;«
Datai lO th r^ tM É T #

x'oillarizw fos* L 'ir  /CUaxanùar Cexìaz«* i**c»a ijalqoltg itaodomld»
I  bove Jìk w b ì th l»  jaxipow l w lth Maolcflosia King, Nora»

i làbari© and Hlìì£: *.ufciiateù «iiiob àeocdeo se frffiNG)» Tfaqr
agro« w ith I t  ^awsrally, but oannot a t i**e&<nt oomdt theoealvee 
to  z g a rh tr. i~ suiiabl« aaaix^' a i î ìpcrtraont of .-^xtemal A ffa ire  in  
ottici x’tw ovb« xìwty are fcivinf'; ftjrth e r ur^errt etiosideratlon to  
th-ir, y«à in  cxasj'jcruiar; ir lth  i t  ore becrlat in, ydLna tbn t thay ray 
ì li a ia  ouee ,;ia ii to  eolia iKxaectic to  Lcr«ictì fa r io re ign  ¿iinistars 
dioouaaî na.* la  ta r i ori*? «k. oC owr ;<flaurv-ty ecrvioe san oan 
Oka* ì  «u I*uJ v ìì* i r  v iilio ra  5ivphesiakia ripetati to  tftis»  He 
uoulù lofcivo he**; t̂ racrrow’ or next òey or -hinhevcr day e fta r th s t 
a«u» noist deslrahlc* ;.Tury dry ©ciac to  oor kaowledee ani th tro - 
fe re tte  Hangar ha etayo hart the pbbx SatfonistiQR he vould bava«
Cn the  o the r head, he already loaoaa ouoh o f va lila  th a t m  oecnot 
p jy a io a lly  put ia to  oahlea a n i a fte r « T ir in e  1b  Dcmcn he «soidA 
re a  i l y  np raoinfce the ^g n lflo e n o e  o f «3(7 a d d ltla n c i in ftaaa tlO B  
fidati ve eenfe i^o o  bere« -ET «uuem w ith  «blob ìli ninni gl e ffing

tfc±a la  to  a ss is t



-2‘

B r in  T lln lg to r ond t\iro i£ n  too re taxy to  aaaeoa tim i oo^ bo 

icpcrtenoc o f tfaeoe developoonta« I t  bo th a t theçr do 
not th in k  a v is it  a t l;±rxl in  nooona iy a t preoent otage*
Z ahnul l be grateful f a ' 017 a a c io to  end In o tru o tlo o fi on 
m atter through th is  ohonrkJL«



- f i­

ls  the only one we are using. An F .B .I. rep resen ta tive  la ' 
arriving in Ottawa te-day and B.3.C* o ffic e rs  are a lready  
here* In  view of possible p o lit ic a l lfvU o a tio n a  In s itu a tio n  
revealed in ahlp Prime Minister would be g ra te fu l i f  your 
Price Minister or Foreign deoretary would inform Ur* Byrnes 
of these developments.
D. You should lanow that oviet ahavs signs o f
elara at disappearance af official who is source of our 
informatics. , e here no way of ¡mowing to what degree 
they suspect that information about their activities has 
came to our knowledge.



iV leoroE i from  HL1 YORK.

Dated 10th Sept enter # 1SV5»

IQ3T LOaJlAIK.

Fo llow ing fa r  S ir  Alexander Cadoram from  Maloolm Moortoniilfl 
and N. A« Robertson«

Begins
A. In ve s tig a tio n  is  fa r  from  cocp lete and i t  is  not possibl e 
to  assess q u a lity  In fo rm ation  which aey hare been passed to  Sovie t 
Jiafcaaay. Tou w il l doubtless have seen telegram  from  Stephenson 
to  ,CI re p o rtin g  in te r ALIA our p reso rt knowledge s c ie n tific  
side o f espionage a c tiv itie s #
B# Two reoant messages addressed from  Mdsoow to  m ilita ry  
ttache in  h is  capacity as lo c a l head o f espionage o rgan isa tion  

seem to  ua d is tu rb ing#  ,e are aware u nd isa ria ln a tin g  oharao tw  
o f sov ie t o u rio s ity  and h e s ita te  to  draw asqr in ference ftron these 

s p e c ific  enqu irie s addressed to  Ottawa#
Far your in fa ra rtia n  tra n s la tio n  o f te x ts  f  ollow  in  ofir 

immediately fo llo w in g  telegrams# L>k o f 3a ^  AWl'
C# C irc le  o f persons inf armed a f developments has been kept 
as narrow as possib le  and th is  present channel o f ocnnunicatlon
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TOP SSCÏ&T. O H

Telegram from New York. 

Dated 9th Soptenbor 19^5«

MOST IMMEDIATE.

Following S tric t ly  Personal for S ir  Alexander Cadogan from 

Malcolm Macdonald.

Bogins:- I ?
✓ "

Norman Robertson has informed me of contents of message which 

ho sent you e a r lie r  to-day. He and I  have die cussed situation fu lly .

I  am taking a l l  necessary discreet steps to deal with it  in iqy o ffice  

and sha ll continue to do so. At prosent evidence is  boing s ifted  and 

we cannot be sure of degree to which the individual in my o ffice  allegod  

to be concerned is  involved. Please fe e l freo to inform S ir Lric Uachtig 

confidentially of th is  cutter since Robertson and I  agree that fo r the 

present we should employ only this Stephenson channel of communication 

with London and I  have sent no information whatever to Dominions O ffice. 

Undo. —

© Crown Copyright
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R. Form 81/B.P./6000/12.44

EXTRACT.
Extract for File No.:.^ * .^ 9 .6 .9 ..^ P £ ..B .Name

Original in Pile No. :..¥ ? F «.^2 ^ .9 ...S u p p  ^ ......................................Serial:..*?^................... .

Original from ........................................................Under Bef. :.£55.. " . .2 5 .8

Extracted on .Qê hSf................................................................... by ...................

.Dated 3 .t .W t

Section :...

following for Sir Alexander Cadogan from Malcolm Macdonald,Begins: n  t ■. ‘

Further to my telegram of September 8th..
1(g) Bobertson draws my attention to fact that vetting of United iangdom 
scientists sent to Canada on project was responsibility of Briti. h Government and if these leakages on further investigation prove as serious as they appear 
at moment then H.M.G. vrill be liable to criticism by United states Sovemment.

© Crown Copyright

clement2
Highlight
1(g) Bobertson draws my attention to fact that vetting of United iangdom scientists sent to Canada on project was responsibility of Briti. h Government and if these leakages on further investigation prove as serious as they appear at moment then H.M.G. vrill be liable to criticism by United states Sovemment.
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S. Form 8l/B.l\/SD00/i>.43.

EXTRACT
E x tra ct for F ile No. :. 66369.. .S P P P .Name

Original in F ile  No. :..JRE?aP.6.9.^Q.. .§U PP.. A ................................................ Serial D ated - 9 » 9 *4 y ? »
............. .................. \ y ....

Original f r o m :..U e W ..Y o r k .............................................................Undor Kef. ¡NP*... .2 5 1 ............................................................ ^

Extracted on :...2W1.Q#.A5*...........................................................................  by :M ....... '.................. Section :& & • ................

Following strictly personal for air Alexander Cadogan from II. A. Robertson, 
Department of External Affairs, Canada.

Begins
A. Statement made yesterday to Royal Canadian Counted Police by clerical officer 
of Soviet Bnbassy in Ottawa indicates that Soviet agents have had a certain access 
within Department of External Affairs and within office of United Kingdom High 
Commissioner, Ottawa, to contents of secret telegrams exchanged between our 
Governments.
B. Statement is supported by convincing documentary evidence which indicates 
extensive political and scientific espionage in Canada. Only material I have seen 
is set of summaries of recent Dominions Office telegrams received in this Department, 
summaries are amateurish and would not be very enlightening. ïïe have no evidence 
yet of cryptographic compromisatioru Source of information and a nu.iber of original 
"comments are in our custody. Investigation is proceeding in consultation with 
Stevenson and P.B. I.

Ends.

© Crown Copyright




