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! Y BOX éU37t "supo.

K‘( ¿'¡. tí ; No. Ml) uU; Sln-rt No. 1.

Telegram(25l ) from New York*forwarding signal from Ottawa. 
• 9*U5* Telegram ( 252) from Malcolm Macdonald to a i r  Alexandér 

Cadeg an re 1z.

2.
■*0. 9^ 5. Extract from telegram( 255- 258) from New York, re 1a.

10. 9. ¿*5. Tele gram ( 259- 260) from New York to l i r  Alexander Cadogan.

10. 9.^ 5. Telegram ( 265- 267) from Rev York to S ir  Alexander Cadogan 
re proposal o f v is it  to London of two individuals from 
New York.

3a.

12. 9.U5. Telegram (CXG.287) from New York to C .3 .S. re $1 7 , 12. 9.U5,
12. 9.  U5. Telegram (CXG,288) from New York to C .3 .3 . in reply to

8 1U o f 12. 9.U9.
13. 9.  U5. Extract from te!egram(CXG.8l 9 ) from New York. Ub.

5.

Sxtr-’ïct from telegram (CXG.307) further to ¿4b. 
14. 9.45. Tel - gram (CXG. 8237 To New York from C.S.S. re i*a.

15. 9.U5. Telegram (CXG.826) to New York from C.3 . 3 . re Mr. H o ll is ’
a rr iv a l in Canada, re ¡42 and further to CXG 317 o f 12. 9J45,

7.

13. Tel egram (CXG.313) from New York to 033 re 6a and further 
to .42, re Mr. H o l l i s ’ v i s i t  to Canada.

16„9.¿45. Telegram (CXG.320) from New 'erk to C33 re Det. 3gt. Bayfield 8a,
;p T «...i- 1• ’-Aar.
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I
P .P .6696O. Y Box 6U37. supp. v o l .R,

i- Sin c! No, 3

32

26.9.45. Telegram CXG.395 to C33 from Mr, R o llla  re his a rr iv a l  
In London,

32a.

33.

26,9.U5. Telegram (CXG.397) to C38, for S ir  A, Gadogan from Norman 33a, 
Robertson ,

34.

26-9.45. Telegram (CXG.388) to 053, for 3 ir A. Cadggan from Malcolm 
Macdonald, re general policy o f ca3e.

34a.

33.

2t*9 .45. Telegram (0X0.339) to 033 farther to  34a. 35a.

36.

26.9,45 Telegram (CXG.391) to 033 further to 35». 3$a.

37.

26.9.45 .Telegram (CXG.392) to CS3 continuing telegram at 36a, 37 a.

38.

26.9.45. Telegram (CXG.393) to CSS continuing telegram at 37a. 38a.

26.9.45. Telegram (CXG.393) correction to 38a.

(227PS) W t.33206 4007 200,00»i iOHi  A S  li.W .I.M  G p .698  J.ö fll:;

39a.

[P. T. Over.
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6.10.45« Telegram© 472-477 New York, summary o f the situation  in 
the Corby case.

56a.

57.

6.10.45. Telegrams 478/479 fi'oni New York for Norman Robertson re 
the le g a l position.

57 a.

6 .d>o.45. Telegram (481+) from New York in reply to 55a. 58a.

7.10.45. Telegrams (CXG,483/48U)to CS3 fo r  S ir  A . aadogan from 
Lord H a li fa x .

7.10.45. Telegram (CXG.924) to New York from C.S.S.

60.

8.10.45. Telegram (CXG.491) iron How York to C.S.S. referring to 56a and 57a 60s

8.10.45.

8.10.45.

9.10.45.

9.10.45.

Telegram (CXG.492) from New York to C.S.S. further to 6 0a 

Telegram (CXG.493) from ];evr York to C.S.S. in reply to 59b

Telegr-jn (CXG.930) from C.S.S. to New York fo r R.C.M.P.
62.

62a
62b

Telegram (CXG.931) from C.S.S. to New York forwarding message to WMTryv 
R. C. M. P.ftomHollijB

9.10.45* Note by A-.D.F. on meeting held at the Dominions O ffic e .
10.10.45. Telegram ( CXG.505) from New York to C.3.S. -  reply from P .B .I. re arrests

11.10.45. Telegram (CXG 508) from Hew Ygrk to C.S.S. further to 62c 62d

14.,10.45. Telegrams ( CXG.525-523) From Malcolm Macdonald to S ir J. Stejihenson, D.0. 63a

64.

relegram (CXG.529) from Llalcol LlaoDonald to Stephenson D.0. further to 63a £J|<>
* *V t.

14.10.45.



R *. t»• I N =. 11 m; , iit ■.

16.10.45» Telegram (CXG.961) freni C. S.S. to New York re departure p f  H o llia16.10.45» Telegram (CXG.961)

19.10.45» Telegram ( cxg.550
19.10.45» Telegram (CXG.555)
19.10.45» Telegram ÎCXG.556)
19.10.45» Telegram (CXG.557)

20.10.45» Telegram (GXG.564)

to G.

666.
23.10.45» P .2*a. note on meeting at Dominions Office

24.10.45» Telegram (18) extracted from Supp.Vol.A.PP6696O Y6437 re DUEBENDORPER.

/ W C  . 67.

^ ^ /6c/i 4̂. u' hO

«>  « :  U e u  <C~x.

j V  / ^  Cv w' 4  «40-1 £

&  M  ,

/A<A> 4.* tCfS'U w O  ^

h o tb j /— TvM >uW 4. 14 *' 1

65a

65f

68

2-da/i

27*10.45# Telegram to New York (No, 24) 68x

29.IO .45. Letter from Foreign O ffice , Mr. Bromley, enclosing copy o f Minute 
which S. o f S. has sent to the P.M. fo llow ing a meeting held with 
Mr. Norman Robertson in  Dominions O ffice  on 23.10 .45. 68a.

69.

31.10.45 Telegram fo r  transmission by S .I .S . fo r  HOLLIS -  A.D.F. New York 
re method o f taking action in  CORBY case.

69a.

/V/.

When I  saw Mr. Norman Robertson th is afternoon I  to ld  him 
of the telegram we are sending to H o llis  as at 69a. Mr. Robertson quite 
appreciated our point o f view and pointed out that he had some considerable 
while e a r lie r  himself suggested that there might be a good deal to be said  
fo r  n o t ic e s s a r i ly  pu lling  in iRIMROSE at the same time as the accomplices 
in  Canada are dea lt with. *f

a
F .2 .a «
31st October, 1945»

(£2703) W t.38205'4997 200,000 10 42 A i  E.W .Ltd. C p .6 9 a  J.5C13
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Y/ith reference to minute 76, I  explained to D.B. 
that a fte r  our meeting, Bromley had added to paragraphic of the 
Appendix of the note at 73a-» a statement to the e ffect that a l l  
the Canadian Agents should, i f  possib le , be convicted including  
Sam CARR, Fred ROSE, and other n o n -o ffic ia l individuals, and that 
the Foreign O ffice would consider their exclusion calculated both 
to prejudice the interrogation o f other Agents, and to detract from 
the fiffect upon the Russians of a comprehensive clean-up of their 
network.

F. 2a
7. I I .45

J. H. Marriott.

7. I I .45 Telegram 77 to New York re interrogation of PRIMROSE 78s

79.

7.11.45 Telegram 78 to New York re A.D.F. staying over u n til Nov. 18th
to cover meeting of Prime M inisters.

79a

7 . H .45 Telegram 678 from New York in rep ly  to 79a 80a

9*11.45 From Foreign O ffice  sending f in a l  draft o f material at 73s 81a

82.
9*11.45 Telegram 90 to New York in  reply to 71« 82a

83.

9*11.45 Telegram 96-7 to New York re interrogation o f MALANIA & PRIMROSE 83«

13.11.45 Telegrams717-8 from New York in  reply to 83«. 84a

85.

13.11.45 Telegram 719 from New York re suspects- to be detained and
i nterrogat ed n Ca n.. da . o5a

© Crown Copyright
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15.11.45

19.11.45
19.11.45
19.11.45
20.11.45

21.11.45

Telegram 735 from New York (hr. H o llis ) re "D. Day" fo r case

87.

Telegram 759 from New York re action against CORBY etc.
Telegrams 761-3 copy of telegram re BENTLEY case
Telegram 764-5 re action against CORBY ring
Prom Foreign O ffice enclosing le tte r  from Mr. N ev ille  Butler

86a

38.

D.G.

You w i l l  wish to see the telegram at 87a. The b rie f, which Mr. N ev ille  
Butler of the Foreign O ffice  took to the Sub-Committee referred  to in  
para.A, is  f i le d  at 8la. Para.D of the telegram at 87a i s  a l i t t l e  
obscure since I understand that Mr. N ev ille  Butler, who has now returned, 
to England, has brought with him an account o f  the meeting between the 
Prime M inisters and tne ¿resident wuich shows that, contrary to what is  
set out in S . I .S . ' telegram, the President did agree to the course of 
action recommended by the Prime M inisters.

I have not yet seen Mr. B u tler 's  account o f the procetedings, but 
I  suggest that what happened is  this*. Wamely that- the President did 
agree.to action, but that in  so doing he had not consulted Mr. Hoover, 
and that the la t te r  may have insisted  to S . I .S .1 Representative that he 
would oppose any action which might prejudice the new P.3.1, case, 
d eta ils  o f which appear in the copy telegram at 87b. S .I .S . are cabling  
New York and Ottawa to ask what is  the exact position and to find  out 
whether D. Day has yet been fixed . They w i l l  also enquire as to the date 
Mr. H o llis  expects to return -  you w i l l  remember that he has provisionally  
booked a passage fo r  the 26th inst.

You w i l l  a lso  wish to see 83a and 84«»which deal with the scope 
of the eventual interrogation of PRIMROSE and the extent to which the 
R. C.M.P. are w illin g  to a llow  the interrogators to use the information 
and material availab le .

A. D« F.
21.11.45,

j.H. Marriott.

& ]
//■ 8S^ t5

DyGr t̂hroug

Since dictating the above minute I  have received Mr. B u tler 's  
account o f the meeting between the President and the Prime M inisters, 
arid have a lso  received a telegramTHollis. These are now f i le d  at 87d 
and 87c respectively. Now that a l l  the documents are ava ilab le , I 
think that the apparent obscurity to which I re ferred  in  my minute 88 
has now been d issipated , and tiiat the position is  c lea r -  namely that 
tne meeting between the President and t:e  Prime M inisters arrived at 
no decision whatever and that everything remains in abeyance fo r  the 
next fortnight pending P .B . I . 's  further investigations into their own 
case. This situation  is ,  I  think, unsatisfactory and accordingly S .I.S .  
are cabling their representative in  New York urging that i t  should be 
represented to the Americans that further delay increases the now very 
considerable risk  of the Russians anticipating us by taking counter­
action themselves, and that^the Russians^ having by now already been 
thoroughly a lerted  by CORBY's disappearance, action in the CORBY ca.se 
is  unlikely further to prejudice the case referred  to in the telegram  
at 67b

A. D. F.
21.11.45

J.H. Marriott.

Telegram 772 from New York re decision o f Prime Ministers A President 90a

© Crown Copyright
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TELEGRAM

B . S . C . .  NEW YORK PERSONAL FOR STEPHENSON 

HOLLIS i s  s a i l i n g  on Queen E l i z a b e t h  le a v in g  Sou tham p ton  

O c to b e r  22n d  f o r  H a l i f a x .  He p ro p o s e s  t o  v i s i t  W ash in g ton  

and O ttaw a and t o  s e e  you  b u t  w ould b e  g la d  in  t h e  l i g h t  o f  

l o c a l  c o n d i t io n s  t o  h av e  a  m essage fro m *y o u  a w a it in g  him  a t  

H a l i f a x  a s  t o  th e  o r d e r  i n  w h ich  you  t h i n k  t h e s e  v i s i t s  

s h o u ld  b e  made* Can you  r e q u e s t  R . C. M. P . t o  a r r a n g e  a i r  

r e s e r v a t i o n  fro m  H a l i f a x  t o  d e s t i n a t i o n ?

?.<

1 6 .1 0 * 4 5

*o
V



COPT OF TELEGR.-J.' 8 9 7  from  New Y ork  o f  1 2 .1 2 .4 5  ( f i l e !  in  S u p p .£ )

r e l i a b i l i t y  that CRadlT may le av e  f o r  1‘oscow sh o rt ly , though there  
h s been no o f f i c i a l  in tim ation  yet o f such a move.

1. New s s is t a u t  M i l i t a r y  a tta ch e , Gregory rOPOV has ju s t  a r r iv e d  
in  Ottawa.

7). F o llow in g  Z a ru b in s ’ d ep a rtu re , these moves beg in  to look  lik e  
t ra n s fe r s  f o r  -  seen in  pan  D > f  your telegram  227-1. " 'h i le  
w ithdraw al o f  CRUFT would take s t in g  out o f  any p ro test Canadians 
even tu a lly  make, i t  w i l l  n ev e rth le ss  fro m *th is  very fa c t  p robab ly  
make tnero view  eventual a c t io n  w ith  le s s  alarm .

E. Have you any traces  o f  K03&UIEV, JPOMITCHEV’, o r  P-.VLO/.

a. F . B. I .  r e p o r t  S o v ie t  I n s p e c t o r s  E0S3..REV and FOUTCHEV a r e  
a t  p r e s e n t  i n  'lev/ Y o rk . S o v ie t  C o n s u l-G e n e ra l lev : Y o rk , P a v e l 
l-'IKHAILOY, h as b een  o rd e re d  t o  r e t u r n  to  Hoscow. B atter i s  " H o l i e r fl 
ju d g e  on page 4 0  o f  o u r CORBY r e p o r t .

B .I .  have a ls o  lea rn ed  from.most d e l ic a t e  source o f  unknown

\ t



TOP SECRET.

NEW YOKE.
I

No, 889 of December 10th»

Reference ny telegram 883.

A. ADAUSj case revived over weekend with backing from representative

George A# DONDERO hard-shell Republican from Michigan of some 

standing,

B, DONDERO demanded House M ilitary  A ffa ir s  Committee c a ll  

Hoover to give testimony on Soviet espionage in U.S.A,

C, DONDERO also stated Hoover should be asked whether "h is  

e ffo rts  had been frustrated  by any other Government agency in 

bringing about arrests or taking any other action intended to 

protect national security". *

* /



t M TOP SECRET. I  —

NEW YORK.

No» 883 o f December 8th.

p p 6 *A © 3  v t s a s -
A. Journal American has temporarily stopped

and has produced l i t t l e  or no reaction. I t  is  probable that 

Senator WHERRY w i l l  read i t  into Congress record on Monday.

WHERRY, a former undertaker, i s  not highly considered and i t  

is  lik e ly  (subject to unforeseen developments) that matter w i l l  

die natural death in his hands.

B. Meanwhile F .B . I . 's  communist section is  apparently endeavouring 

so fa r  without success, to trace source of leak who undoubtedly had 

access to some F .B .I. reports. (?X learn ) from more than one 

source that F .B .I. express themselves as most alarmed at breach

of security and apprehensive that it  may be attributed to them.

C. (TFor your personal information) source of leak is  stated  

privately  by F .B .I. to be most lik e ly  one of GROVES men or some­

one attached United States jo int chiefs as these are only two 

organisations (apart from F .B . I . )  who would normally have access 

to reports an leakage of atomic research information.

/f

1 /



TOP SECRET. '*7,t

NEW YORK.

No. 881 of 7th December.

Your telegrams 227 and 228.

A. I  have expressed your and M .I.5 's  views to both Commissioner 

of R.C.M.P. and to Under Secretary of State. Former’ s views are 

sim ilar to yours, and External A ffa irs  are also aware that security  

interests are not best served by th is delay.

B. We and R.C.M.P. have maintained strongly throughout that early  

action on lin es  of Washington memorandum was proper course, but 

these recommendations are countered by pointing out open acceptance 

of th is  memorandum by two Prime Ministers presupposed at time jo int  

action by United States which is  not at present forthcoming. This 

i s  in fact set out as point two of memorandum.

C. Point at issue is  that Prime Minister is  c le a rly  determined 

that he w i l l  not accept responsib ility  of action which w i l l  bring  

Canadian Government into public diplomatic co llis io n  with Russians 

without sim ilar supporting action being taken by Americans. The 

further arguments which you advance in  favour of early  action  

(p articu la rly  those in your para. E ) are fu l ly  appreciated here 

but they are fundamentally based on security and intelligence  

interests and therefore cannot a ffect Prime M in ister's  decision  

based upon diplomatic considerations, which to him are overriding

J

and on which he has already made up his mind* 

My immediately follow ing telegram.

clement2
Highlight
Point at issue is that Prime Minister is clearly determined that he will not accept responsibility of action which will bring Canadian Government into public diplomatic collision with Russians without similar supporting action being taken by Americans.



TOP SECRET

\

No. 882 of December 7th.

My iuumediately preceding telegram.

D. There would appear to be nothing at present which might modify 

the decision except perhaps a press leak in Canada of the kind at 

present going on in U.S.A. or possibly further alarming revelations  

of Soviet espionage in the Dominion. I t  is  therefore most lik e ly  

that prosecution of the CORBY case must wait on F .B .I .* s  attack on 

GOLOS network.

E. I t  is  d i f f ic u lt  to assess how long th is w i l l  be. When I  

spoke with LADD la st  week he could not then give any date fo r  action 

SILVERMASTER group is  very active and P .B .I . appears to be concen­

trating on th is . They also hope eventually to obtain strong 

evidence by breaking Duncan LEE who is  weak character.

F. In spite o f apparent stale-ipate we must hope delay w i l l  never­

theless not be over long since F .B .I . are c learly  making e ffo rt .

I  am in touch with Washington developments and w i l l  keep you 

informed.

NEW YORK.

clement2
Highlight
There would appear to be nothing at present which might modify the decision except perhaps a press leak in Canada of the kind at present going on in U.S.A. or possibly further alarming revelations of Soviet espionage in the Dominion. It is therefore most likely that prosecution of the CORBY case must wait on F.B.I.*s attack on GOLOS network.



Fron New York

6 . 1 2 . 4 5 .  TOP S5CRLT.

877-

Please inform I/.1.5 that Norman Robertson hopes they  

w i l l  show V/ILfîRESS the papers before he le a v e s .



f

New York Top Secret.

876

6.12.45. fv^
© \

My telegram 869:

A. Journal American continuesjTADAMSj story December 5th with 

vague revelations oi Conmunist courier system which i t  links with 

Maritime Union.

B. Original story was copies by one Washington paper and Canadian 

press but has not been touched by serious papers or any commentator 

of standing.

V



TOP SECRET.

ADDRESSED NEW YORK,

No. 227.
5.12.45*

Your 860 of December 3rd»

A. We are greatly  relieved to hear that King has abandoned 

the plan out lined in your 855 of December 1st«

B. We agree with comments on that plan expressed in your 858 

o f December 1st namely that from security and intelligence  

point of view i t  offered absolute minimum of advantage.

C. On other hand prospect of indefin ite aelay now opening 

before us is  almost equally disappointing.

D. Delay w i l l  blunt the sharpness of our thrust when at long 

la s t  i t  is  delivered and w i l l  give Soviet authorities yet more 

le isu re  to prepare the ir counter-blast. I t  w i l l  give opportunity 

fo r  the routine transfer of Grant and his associates out of range 

of the Canadian protest.

idy immediately following telegram.

A•,v
*

clement2
Highlight
B. We agree with comments on that plan expressed in your 858 of December 1st namely that from security and intelligence point of view it offered absolute minimum of advantage.
C. On other hand prospect of indefinite aelay now opening before us is almost equally disappointing.



TOP SECRET*

ADDRESSED NEW YORK*

5.12*45.

No. 228.

My immediately preceding telegram*

E. We do not consider that handling of case an these lin es  w i l l  

in any way deter Soviet authorities from pursuing the ir espionage 

activ ity  nor w i l l  it  aid the security services here and elsewhere 

in obtaining backing fo r  necessary action. Hesitant attitude of 

Canadian government w i l l  therefore prejudice tackling of security  

problems inside Canada as w e ll as outside particu larly  in  England. 

P. In our view most promising course of action is  that la id  down 

in Washington memorandum (your 7&4 of November l^th  re fe rs )*

G. We know that you w i l l  give -our R.C.M.P. a l l  necessary support 

in pushing this solution. Do not repeat not hesitate to quote 

seourity and intelligence authorities in London in support.

H* Above telegram written in conjunction with M.I.5 who wish 

to be associated with views expressed therein*.

clement2
Highlight
Hesitant attitude of Canadian government will therefore prejudice tackling of security problems inside Canada as well as outside particularly in England.

clement2
Highlight
Do not repeat not hesitate to quote seourity and intelligence authorities in London in support.



NEW YORK.

TOP SECRET

1
No> 869 of December 4th,

( \ 9 T ^

A. Journal American follow-up to-day breaks new story of 

unnamed Russian o f f ic ia l  operating from Amtorg to obtain in fo r­

mation on jet propulsion from United States engineers* Agent

W
with .STEINBERG*

B* E d ito ria l comment oarries d irect attack on State Department 

fo r  hampering F .B .I . action against proved agents* Matter i s  

being vociferously supported by Senator WHERRY (R) whose resolut 

ca llin g  fo r  probe o f Communist elements in  State Department is  

before Senate Foreign Relations Committee.

C* There i s  no doubt whatever that attack is  inspired, and 

neatly timed to precede enquiry into reasons fo r  HURLEY'S 

resignation and charges against State Department which opens 

to-morrow.

D* General opinion in Ottawa at present is  that i f  diclosures 

and pressure continue at present rate , Speed case may be forced  

to e a r lie r  action than anticipated and CORBY case would fo llow

is  probabl mentioned in CORBY case in connection

suit*



» . V / V i .  b. 6
TOP SECRET,

/

NEW YORK.

No, 863 of December 4-th.

A. New York journal American this afternoon broke story of

tra iled  by F .B .I ."  Story, which is  frequently inaccurate

but c learly  inspired, d irectly  indicates unnamed Soviet o f f ic ia ls .

Following are b r ie f  actual facts on ADAMS from f i le s .

B, Subject is  Arthur Alexandrovich ADAMS, resident of New York.

C, A fter some e a r lie r  v is it s ,  he arrived United States A p ril 17th 

1935 per s .s . EUROPA as o f f ic ia l  representative of GLAVAVIAPROM

to work with CURTIS WRIGHT export corporation. Statement at that 

time showed him to have been born in Eskiltuna, Sweden, I 885, and 

to have graduated from Kronstadt Naval Engineering School in  1909.

D, From 1936 to 1936 he was in Toronto under guise e lec trica l 

engineer. He travelled  considerably in Canada and is  known to 

have photographed bridges, power plants etc. In  1936 statement 

wan signed in Canada by non-existing sponsor to the effect ADAMS 

had been bam  in Toronto. By th is  means he obtained Canadian

citizenship.

1Sy immediately following telegram.



TOP SECRET.

No. 864 of December 4th.

Ity immediately preceding telegram.

E. ADAMS was at one time in contact with Doctor Henry HARRIS

of OORBY case and was associated with Juliet Foyntz GLAZER of 
x

New York (?who was) known to Speed. His contact with Soviet 

Consulate in New York in 1945 appears to have been Eric Bernay 

repeat BERNAY.

F. In  September 1944 ADAMS contacted physicist from Chicago 

Research Laboratory and obtained material from him. He has 

since been under constant surveillance by F .B .I . of which he 

was aware.

G. His w ife is  in communication with Dorothea KEANE repeat 

KEANE apparently resident in  Moscow and at one time believed  

to be associated with ADAMS.

H. Newspaper story is  presented as oblique attack on State 

Department which is  accused of refusing F .B .I . permission to  

arrest ADAMS. You w ill  reca ll State Department were fa r  from 

co-operative over "AMERASIA" fiasco  and th is leak comes, to say 

the least of i t ,  most opportunely when F .B .I. are preparing 

Speed case fo r  consideration of State.

I .  I t  is  possible that th is public ity  may fo rc ib ly  affect  

decision on OORBY case outlined by Macdonald in ny telegram 860/1 

You w i l l  be informed of developments.

x could read alternatively  as ?not.

NEW TORE.

clement2
Highlight
In September 1944 ADAMS contacted physicist from Chicago Research Laboratory and obtained material from him. He has since been under constant surveillance by F.B.I. of which he was aware



The National Archives' reference KV 2/1425

FOLLOWING FROM M. 1 . 5  f o r  COMMISSIONER, R .C .M . r .  ^  I [ Q>

YOUR 8 5 5  o f  2 . 1 2 . 4 5

A) WE FEEL THAT FROM A STRICT SECURITY ANGLE ACTION HtOPOSED 

WILL YIELD SMiLL RESULTS IN CANADA aND WILL GIVE MINBUK ASSISTANCE 

TO SECURITY AUTHORITIES ELSEWHERE.

B ) '.YE SUGGEST THAT AMBASSADORS DEPARTURE SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED 

TO FR EC IPIT aTE ACTION WHICH CAN I F  NECESSARY BE DELAYED UNTIL HIS 

RETURN.

C) WE BELIEVE DIPLOMATIC PROTEST UNACC01.!PANIED BY PROSECUTION 

UrON DISMISSAL OR PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENT WILL BE T.JCEN BY RUSSIANS 

aS INDICATIVE OF WEAKNESS OF EVIDENCE ON WHICH PROTEST I S  BASED.

D) WE STRONGLY URGE IN THE INTERESTS OF CANADIAN .AND BRITISH  

SECURITY ADOPTION OF PROCEDURE ON THE LINES OF MEMORANDUM DRAWN

up i n  Wa sh in g to n .

E ) I F  a c t io n  ON LIN ES OF YOUR 8 5 5  I S  DECIDED PLEASE ADVISE I F  

MALANIa  I S  TO BE -JJESTIONED. PRIMROSE C.ANNOT BE INTERROGATED

WITHOUT RISK OF PUBLICITY.

© Crown Copyright

clement2
Highlight
FOLLOWING FROM M. 1.5 for COMMISSIONER, R.C.M. r. ^ I [ Q>
YOUR 855 of 2.12.45
A) WE FEEL THAT FROM A STRICT SECURITY ANGLE ACTION HtOPOSED WILL YIELD SMiLL RESULTS IN CANADA aND WILL GIVE MINBUK ASSISTANCE TO SECURITY AUTHORITIES ELSEWHERE.
B) '.YE SUGGEST THAT AMBASSADORS DEPARTURE SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO FRECIPITaTE ACTION WHICH CAN IF NECESSARY BE DELAYED UNTIL HIS RETURN.
C) WE BELIEVE DIPLOMATIC PROTEST UNACC01.!PANIED BY PROSECUTION UrON DISMISSAL OR PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENT WILL BE T.JCEN BY RUSSIANS aS INDICATIVE OF WEAKNESS OF EVIDENCE ON WHICH PROTEST IS BASED.
D) WE STRONGLY URGE IN THE INTERESTS OF CANADIAN .AND BRITISH SECURITY ADOPTION OF PROCEDURE ON THE LINES OF MEMORANDUM DRAWN
up in Washington.



TOP SLCRLT.

From: NEW YORK. 

Date: ? .12.45» 

No: 860.

I

Following for S ir  Alexander Cadogan from Malcolm Macdonald 

repeated Washington for Lord Halifax.

Our 855-7: ' —  °\ 5 V

A. Further examination of position has led Mackenzie King 

to abandon plan he contemplated which was reported in my telegram 

under reference. He has done this largely on strong advice of R.C.M.P. 

and other authorities here, who emphasise its great defects from 

security point of view.

B. Decision how is to take no diplomatic or police action for

the present. Trend of thought amongst a l l  Canadian authorities concerned 

is  to wait until Americans are ready to take action on their own case. 

This mi#it conceivably happen at any time in the near future. It  is 

more likely not to materialise for several week i f  not months.

My immediately following telegram.. . . . . .

clement2
Highlight
Further examination of position has led Mackenzie King to abandon plan he contemplated which was reported in my telegram under reference. He has done this largely on strong advice of R.C.M.P. and other authorities here, who emphasise its great defects from security point of view.



NEW YORK. » £ # / / *  f a

TOP 5SCKLT.

No. 862 of December 4th.

Hjr telegram 860/61« •

A. In  order prevent fiasco  which would have resulted from 

course of action outlined In my telegram 855/657 R.C.M.P. 

were forced to recommend that no action at a l l  at present 

would be preferable. They w i l l  have maintained however that 

arrests and interrogation as agreed in Washington was correct 

course.

B. I t  is  c lear that Mackenzie King is  not prepared to accept 

responsib ility  of allowing Canadian Government to take action  

unsupported by sim ilar action in United States«.

clement2
Highlight
B. It is clear that Mackenzie King is not prepared to accept responsibility of allowing Canadian Government to take action unsupported by similar action in United States«.



TOP SECRET.

y •i

From: 

Date : 

No:

NEV; YORK 

4.12,45. 

661

Uy immediately preceding telegram, 

jf. In the meantime departmental action w i l l  be token to extent 

of further neutralising power of various agents in Government employ to 

do damage. These agent3 w i l l  a l l  nw be transferred to work where they 

w i l l  be harmless. In thi3 connection I am considering what is best to 

take with member of my office concerned and w i l l  report further on this.

4. Mackenzie King hod his interview with Russian Ambassador this 

aiternoon in stead of tomorrow. Ambassador explained that he is  proceeding

to Moscow in accordance with Soviet Government's policy of having consultations 

with various of their Ambassadors on termination of war. He spoke in terms 

of cordial friendship for Canadian Government and people and expressed desire 

of his Government for closer po l i t ic a l ,  economic and cultural relations. 

Mackenzie King reciprocated these sentiments.

5. Ambassador leaves Montreal by a irc ra ft  tomorrow afternoon en route 

for Moscow via Britain.

6. Position w i l l  be kept under constant review by Canadian authorities.« I
I shall await any further development..

clement2
Highlight
In the meantime departmental action will be token to extent of further neutralising power of various agents in Government employ to do damage. These agent3 will all nw be transferred to work where they will be harmless. In thi3 connection I am considering what is best to take with member of my office concerned and will report further on this.
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H a w  T o r t e  C K )  6 5 8  o f  U a o a n b a r  2 n d »  ? t r : e  2 »
»

li. w i l l  s t r o n g l y  r a a i a t  p r o p o a a d  o o u r a a  a n d

f f q u i i t  P r i s a *  M i n i  s t a r  t o  r a o o n a l d a r «  I t  w i l l  b a  i t p o s i l b l i  

f o r  t h a n  t o  a d q q o * t a l y  U i «  b y  D a a t n b a r  4 t h  a l o n j  I l o t a

p r o p o a a d *  a n d  I n  r a q u a a t i n * ;  d a l a y  w a  h o p a  t h a y  n a y  b a  a b l a  

a u c o a a a f u l l y  t o  r a e o a n a n d  n o r a  a a t i a f a o t o r y  n a a a u r a a *

C o p ita  w an t C . S . ^ , 1 1 ,

© Crown Copyright



From: NEW YORK. TOP SECRET

Date : 2.12.45.

No: 855-

Following for S ir  Alexander CADOGAN from Malcolm 

MACDONALD repeated Washington for Lord Halifax.

1. Mr Mackenzie King is contemplating early action on 

following lines

a) Approach to Soviet Ambassador in Ottawa to give him
suitable message expressing Canadian Government’s views on Russ­
ian espionage act iv it ies  and to request recall of Grant and his 
colleagues in Embassy.

b) Approach to agents in Government departments and Earns- . 
c l i f f e  by Heads of those Departments and myself respectively, 
followed by fu l l  but confidential department enquiries. R.C.M.P. 
would assist in these enquiries. They would involve interro­
gations but not detentions except where confessions may be 
f orthcoraing.

2. General purpose of this is  to :-

a) let Soviet Government understand that Canadian authorities 
know of their act iv it ies  in Canada and that they are prepared 
to take firm diplomatic action.

Uy immediately following telegram.........



From: NEW YORK. TOP SECRET

Date : 2 . 1 2 . 4 5 . •

No: 856

My imrre d i a t e l y  preceding telegram.

2 .  . b) Take a c t i o n  to break espionage ring b y 's to p p in g  agents
a c t i v i t i e s  in departments.

c) Avoid p u b l i c i t y  i f  p o s s ib le ,

3 .  Apart from high diplomatic and p o l i t i c a l  considerations Mr

King i s  much influenced by le g a l  a d v is e r s  views that co n v ic tio n s  in court  

would be d i f f i c u l t  and probably impossible in  g rea t  m ajority  of c ase s.  To 

t e s t  th is  opinion, he has asked for  immediate outside l e g a l  opinion, which 

may not be secured f o r ,  s a y ,  another week.

4 .  Amongst consequences of above l i n e ,  some most important agents such 

as SAM CARR andlFRED ROoElwould not be proceeded a g a i n s t ,  since they are  

not connected with Governments departments.

5 -  Plan is  to  be thought out fu r t h e r .  Espionage n a t u r a l ly  presents

many d i f f i c u l t i e s  and com plications. P o lic e  and s e c u r i t y  r e p re s e n ta tiv e s  in 

p a r t i c u l a r  are  pointing out immense d i f f i c u l t i e s  end r i s k s  of l ine proposed.  

P o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  here, including Mr King, had intended that a c t io n ,  i f  

decided upon, should be taken a f t e r  c a r e f u l  p re p aratio n  in  about a week's  

t i n e .

My immediately follow ing telegram .........

I

clement2
Highlight
Apart from high diplomatic and political considerations Mr
King is much influenced by legal advisers views that convictions in court would be difficult and probably impossible in great majority of cases. To test this opinion, he has asked for immediate outside legal opinion, which may not be secured for, say, another week.



From: NEW YORK TOP SECRET.

Date: 2 . 1 2 . 4 5 .

No: 857

My immediately preceding t e l e g r a m . . . .

5  continued. They have learned to-day however, th at  Russian Ambassador 

i s  leaving Ottawa next Tuesday, December 4 t h . ,  on h is  way by a i r  to Moscow.

This development has taken them by s u r p r is e  and they n a tu r a l ly  do not know 

what may be s i g n i f i c a n c e  of his  v i s i t  to Moscow. He has asked to see Mr King 

urgently on Monday. Mr King a t  present has put him o ff  u n t i l  Tuesday afternoon  

Mr K in g 's  present p r o v is io n a l  idea i s  that he should speak to  Ambassador on 

l in e s  of la  above at that in te rvie w . There i s  obviously great  advantage in 

such a message being de live re d  by Mr King in person to Ambassador in person.

On the other hand i t  w i l l  almost c e r t a i n l y  be impossible to have plans ready in 

time f o r  t h is  i n i t i a l  a c t io n  on Tuesday afternoon. One of many questions  

now being considered here i s ,  th e r e fo r e ,  whether much e f f e c t  would be l o s t  

by making the diplomatic approach through Russian Charge d ' A f f a i r e s  a f t e r  

Ambassador has l e f t .

6 . Above i s  a l l  t e n t a t iv e  at  present,  but co n sid e ratio n  of i t  i s  being

speeded up on account of Russian Ambassador's impending departure. I  w i l l  

telegraph to you fu r th e r  as soon as I  can send you more d e f i n i t e  information.

In the meantime please l e t  me have any comments you wish to make.

>
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4

Mr. Marriott.
y

With Mr. Bromley's compliments.

FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.l. 
26th November. 1945.

■4>ttrr



TOP SECRET

No. 820 of November 28th.

Following is  fo r  S ir  A. CADOGAN repeated Ottawa fa r  

Mr. M. MACDONALD from Lord HALIFAX.

Your telegram 192.

1. ACHESON to ld  PEARSON la st  night that United States Government 

were now prepared fo r  Canadian Government to take action in CORBY 

oase whenever they wished. I t  seems that Speed case i s  now 

unlikely to y ie ld  positive resu lts  fo r  a considerable time 

United States Government no longer have any security reasons 

fo r  holding up Canadian action. They have not even asked to 

be informed or consulted as to date.

2» PEARSON pressed ACHESON to say that United States Government 

saw no p o lit ic a l objection to action being taken but ACHESON 

would not be drawn.

3* PEARSON is  infarming Ottawa where decision and action

NEW YORK.

now l i e

clement2
Highlight
1. ACHESON told PEARSON last night that United States Government were now prepared for Canadian Government to take action in CORBY oase whenever they wished. It seems that Speed case is now unlikely to yield positive results for a considerable time United States Government no longer have any security reasons for holding up Canadian action. They have not even asked to be informed or consulted as to date.



7 .  B .  B.

TELEGRAM 
Lord Halifax 

▼la "C"

Repeat to:
Mr* Malcolm

Macdonald

TOP SECRET.‘

Following for ambassador from 
Sir A. Cadogan.

Thank you for your telegrams 
Nos. 774 and 775 of the 2f nd November 
about Corby case which make position 
rather clearer.

2 . I should be grateful if 
Mr. Malcolm Macdonald, to whom I am 
repeating this telegram, would let me 
know the result of Mr. Pearson9s enqul 
mentioned in penultimate paragraph of 
No. 775 so that we may be ready to ta*e 
action at the moment agreed.



SECRET*

Actress ed
NEW YORK. 27.11.45*

No* 192.

Pass following also to Malcolm MACDONALD,

Following fo r  Ambassador f t  am S ir  A. CADOGAN:-

A. Thank you fo r  your telegrams 774 and. 775 of 22nd November 

about CORBY case which makes position rather clearer*

B. I  should be grate fu l i f  Mr* Malcolm MACDONALD (to  whom 

I  am repeating th is telegram) would le t  me know the resu lt  

of Mr. PEARSON* s enquiry mentioned in  penultimate paragraph 

of your telegram 775 so that we may be ready to take action  

at the moment agreed*



9 /

TOP SECRET.

MEV YORK.

No« 793 of November 2i*.th.

Your telegram 169 . r' X

A. HOLLIS and Dwyer have spoken to Commissioner of R.C.M.P. 

along these lin es  and inform me he is  fu l ly  conscious of

external a f fa ir s .

B. Situation ow i s : -

1 )  . Canadians rea lise  that unless Americans can set date fo r  

jo int action in near future, CORBY case may have to he resolved 

separately.

2) I f  Americans are unable to give date, in view enormous 

ram ifications of Miss CORBY case, Mackenzie King w i l l  be asked 

to make separate decision with his Cabinet.

C. Since Canadians fo r  ? po litica l reasons naturally would 

prefer jo int action, PEARSON has been instructed to c la r ify  

situation with AGHESON this morning.

points you make. They have also discussed situation with



TOP SECRET.

NEW YORK.

No. 77k of 21st November.

Following fo r  S ir  A. CADOGAN repeated Ottawa fo r  

Malcolm MACDONALD from Lord HALIFAX.

1. PEARSON and MAKINS duly saw ACHESON la s t  night.

2. They confirmed that it  had been agreed between Mr. 

BYRNES and Mr. Mackenzie KING that no action should be 

taken fa r  a period of 34 days from Friday November 16th.

3. One reason was desire of F .B .I . expressed to President 

by Edgar HOOVER fo r  further time to interrogate person 

fam ilia rly  known here as Miss C

My immediately following



TOP SECRET.

No. 775 of Noveiriber 21st.

ISy immediately preceding telegram.

4. PEARSON to ld  ACHE SON that he thought i t  was understood 

in Ottawa that procedure to be followed when action was taken 

had been explained to Prime Minister and President by Mr. 

Mackenzie KINO (th is  is  procedure agreed between Canadians 

and ourselves in  Washington). I t  followed that only point 

outstanding was date on which action would be taken.

5. PEARSON is  confirming assumption in preceding paragraph 

with Ottawa. He is  also ?enqu±ring whether Mr. Mackenzie 

KING contemplates any further consultation with Washington 

before taking action on expiry of fourteen day period.

6. ACHESON asked fo r  as much notice as possible of date 

on which stations Government proposed to act.

NEW YORK.

/



(

TOP SECRET.
L  Ì \ O\ *\

ADDRESSED NEW YORK.
21.11.45.

No. 169.

Your telegram No. 7^0 of November 19th.

A. Your para. D. This prospect of further delay is  most 

d is  appointing.

B. I  fu l ly  appreciate that F .B .I . would res ist  any action 

l ik e ly  to disturb their investigation of BENTLEY case.

C. I t  appears however that

(a ) Russians are already thoroughly a lerted .. Action in  

CORBY case could hardly further prejudice BENTLEY 

investigation.

(b )  Opposition to early action comes not from P .B .I .  but 

from State Department.

D. Meanwhile CORBY scents are growing rapid ly  colder since i t  

is  already w e ll over two months since f i r s t  alarm was given.

E. Further, Russians are being given ample time to prepare 

the ir case in advance and also possibly to organise counter action. 

P. Their quiescence hitherto i s ,  in  i t s e l f ,  ominous.

G. Your d i f f ic u lt ie s  are fu l ly  appreciated and I  am sure that 

you are losing no opportunity of speeding matters to a decision.

H. Please inform HOLLIS that above views are shared by M .I.5*



TOP SECRET.

< - '

From: New York.

Date : 21st November 1945*

No: 772

For your information President informed Prime M in iste r  of

Canada that he would communicate his viev/s on CORBY case by end

of t h is  month. Canadian Prime M in is te r  would p re fe r  joint a c t io n
*

simultaneously in  United S t a t e s  and Canada. I f  TRUMAN'S views  

are that United S t a t e s  cannot act  promptly KING would consult
C C '*•*£ * / * '  7 {

h is  Cabinet before a g r e e in g  support a c t io n .

Mr. P hilb y read the above telegram to  me over the 
telephone 2 2 . 1 1 . 4 5 *  as  the l a s t  sentence i s  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  
S . I . S .  are  asking f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  that  
the word "support"  should read " s e p a r a t e " .

• J.H.M.

N.B.

S .X .o .  informed us ohui/ l a s t  senueiice s h o u l r e a d " . . .  KING would consult  
ui cabinet before agreein g  to independent a c t i o n " .

clement2
Highlight
Canadian Prime Minister would prefer joint action
*
simultaneously in United States and Canada.
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COPY.

IVi' í u s r .

BR IT ISH  ôtfBjibGY,
.^ÜÜ li .G ïüW  à, i). C.

1 ** th iJover .ber, l.Kô.

Dear Tom,

,.e have bad three talks with the Canadians about Corby, 
ith Malcolm Macdonald in the chair. At the third mee Mn¿¿ the 

Canadians produced a d ra ft  agreement and procedure, with a 
very tentative draft  annexed to it, »vhich i.r. aCKen.ie hin^ 
mi^ht, i f  he agreed, ^nite in the Canadian House o f  Com ons. 
inis draft and annex, and another anne •. furnio.ied by liuli-is 
about the position in our ovn country, vere put up to the 
i-’i'irne t in  ic ie r  this morning, and r. jCacKcnzie Lin^ and ae 
toOK them up at a meeting this afternoon with the r resident and 
* r * Byrnes. I had t.ut ' a t t u n e  to t c i l  , i*. Byrnes nreviousl.. 
that we were bi in^in^ tne flatter up nud to b r ie f  nil..

rtowan, v.ho was a the e e t i n ^ ,  ' . -e l ls  me o¿a t .lie ¿ r e s i d e n t  
s a i d  th a t  ne was u i t e  a g r e e a b l e  t o  a c t i o n  be in<_ taken  by the  
C a n a d i a n s  ond o u r s e l v e s  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  p r o v id e d  i a . . t  t h i s  
d id  not  p r e j u d i c e  i > c t i j n  w h ich  they . .ere tuer ^ i v e t  contem­
p l a t i n g  in  r e ^ n r d  t o  a t i m i l ^ r  n e tw o rk  »*uic»i L.hej have  j u s t  
n o se d  ou t  h e r e :  he wou ld  s p e a k  to  the P .x i .1 .  on the s u b j e c t ,  
and l e t  us  Know.

I eataer from aowan ,u; t i t  is doubtful .ctoer the 
Americans <iill take sup ¡ortin^ notion against tuc . i erican or 
.oncricens  ̂ toe re may not be mort than one; implicated in the 
Cb.e, as evidence is  very si  l0ut.

The rime • inU t r expects to be back on edne: d ^
November List ,  o.ui this would wive him time to t e l l  his 
colleagues in ^ondon, ii he o > ished, r.bou t ‘„he action tint 
»<e are due to take in London.

Yours ever,

V Signed; H¿VIL.-¿ BUT-L.k.

T. r,. Bromley, ü s s« » 
Foreign o f f ice .

© Crown Copyright
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TOP SaCRi^T.

Dreft agreement on procedure fo r  dealing with 

the '•Corby" case*

1* The con tro lling  considerations in dealing with the

Corby case ares

(a) The p r a c t i c e s  o f  the 3 o v i e t  .Smbassy in Ottawa, 

which undoubtedly are fo llo w e d  a ls o  in the United S t a t e s  

and United Kingdom, are  not to be t o l e r . t e d *

( b ;  .tfhile the case  should be handled f ir m l ^ y ,  i t  should 

be d e a l t  v.ith, n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  so as to d is t u r b  as l i t t l e  

as p o s s i b l e  the continuance of normal dip lo m atic  r e l a t i o n s  

with tne U. S . 3 . R .

(e )  The ca se  p rovid es  an op p ortu n ity  f o r  exposing the 

uses to which the S o v i e t  Govern ent puts  l o c a l  Corwnuni6 ts 

elements, and one o b j e c t i v e  hould be to make i t  as 

d i f f i c u l t  as p o s s i b l e  f u r  them to continue l o r ,  in Canada, 

to r e c o n s t r u c t ;  th i r  network based l a r g e l y  on these  

elements*

(dj I t  should, however, be so handled as to give  tne 

l e a s t  p o s d b l e  substance to c a r &es th a t  c o u n t e r -a c t io n  

has been taken f o r  i d e o l o g i c a l  reasons.

2. I t  i s  agreed that the C -r b y  ease should le a d  to

a p p r o p ria te  p o l i c e  a c t io n  in Canada a g a i n s t  i d e n t i f i e d  agents  

and th at  sup p orting  a c t io n  should be taken in the United s t a t e s  

and the United Kingdom. In the f i r s t  p ie c e ,  i t  should con­

s i s t  of the in t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  ag e n ts ,  accompanied, .hen l e g a l  

power e x i s t s  and t n i s  c urse i s  considered d s i r a b l e ,  by 

temporary detention. In a l l  cases  In which enough evidence  

i s  d is c o v e r e d ,  p^n^rc ¡it tons \>e in.t t I tu tsd .  In u j u .  i f *

Lite pgJi -e  Inter * i.on i-. • ¿ ' j u :  ,eo by '■ in*/ •• i, * t -

by a Jud *e, or. - l  iL a ' . "  -ivi < tao *iaep

s i t  in o an»*; r  •- p.orit jd  in t • United iip do 1 ie i i o -

in /*njncjt 1. '

clement2
Highlight
Dreft agreement on procedure for dealing with the '•Corby" case*
1* The controlling considerations in dealing with the
Corby case ares
(a) The practices of the 3oviet .Smbassy in Ottawa, which undoubtedly are followed also in the United States and United Kingdom, are not to be toler.ted*
(b; .tfhile the case should be handled firml^y, it should be dealt v.ith, nevertheless, so as to disturb as little as possible the continuance of normal diplomatic relations with tne U. S.3.R.
(e) The case provides an opportunity for exposing the uses to which the Soviet Govern ent puts local Corwnuni6ts elements, and one objective hould be to make it as difficult as possible fur them to continue lor, in Canada, to reconstruct; th ir network based largely on these elements*
(dj It should, however, be so handled as to give tne least posdble substance to c ar&es that counter-action has been taken for ideological reasons.
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3 . I t  i s  agreed that dip lo m atic  a c t io n  should be ta*en  

a t  the sat e time in Canada to secure Uie removal o f  those

nei bers  o f  the s t a f f  o f  the S o v i e t  embassy who are  d i r e c t l y  

im p licated  in espion age. i h i s  should take the form of  

d e c l a r i n g  to die S o v i e t  vmbaosador th at  tue M i l i t a r y  A ttach e  

and those a s s o c ia t e d  with him are per onae non g r a t a  and 

r e v e s t i n g  t h e i r  immediate removal from Canada. The ambassador 

should be given  a c o n c is e  statement o f  the reasons f o r  the 

request.  IIis own r e c a l l  should not be demanded.

4. once p o l i c e  a c t io n  has been s t a r t e d ,  m b l l e t t y  i s  

unavoidable.  I t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  that i t  6hould be gui.;ed and 

c o n t r o l l e d  as f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e .  I n i t i a l l y ,  t h i s  con probably 

b e s t  be done by means o f  a p u b l ic  statement by the Prime Minis  

t e r  o f  Canada. A t e n t a t i v e  d r a f t  statem ent 1 b attach e d  as  

Annex I I ,  but i t s  p r e c i s e  terms cannot be f i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  a t  

t h is  sbOfeC. p u b l i c i t y  in  the United S t a t e s  and in the 

United kingdom onould, a f a r  as p o s s i b l e ,  f o l lo w  the same 

g e n e ra l  course as in  Canada.

5. I t  Is  i o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  whether a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  

events should be accompanied by the despatch o f  a message 

to Marshal S t a l i n  from Mr. Mackenzie ¡'in*,.

6 . I t  i s  agreed that p o l i c e  a c t io n  in the three  

c o u n t r ie s  should be taken in the co arse  o f  the week beginning  

November 2 5 t h ,  and Bhould immediately be fo llo w e d  by dijiomstic  

a c t io n  in Canada.

»

t W l
'1

n  Jkt y

»%  •
-*• j .  , . * « ¿ 1

^ ï .!v

. W i
; í * i í '? ' í s j
' ilJ

. . i- • 1

-  '
1 * A

. K i t #  , « * /'Î V
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COPY.

top aactiST.

ABNK31-I

1 .  fthile the espionage agents In Canada can be detained  

f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  under an o r d e r - i n - C o u n c i l ,  no such powers 

e x i s t  in  the Untied Kingdom bnd Primrose w i l l  tn e r e fo r e  have 

to be questioned without being detained. He could only be 

detained f o l i o * i n fi h is  questionin g i f  be risites admin«ions,  

under c a u tio n ,  which v i l l  enable the a u t h o r i t i e s  to  e r r o r t  

him and b r in g  a charge a g a i n s t  him, or i f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  in 

Canada o r  elsew here produce m a t e r i a l  on which such a charge  

can be l a i d .

2. The g r e e t e r  p a r t  o f  the information ^bout the 

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  Primrose has been su p p lie d  by Corby and there i s  

l i t t l e  documentary evidence o r  f i r s t  hand information about 

P r im r o s e 's  a c t i v i t i e s  and movements. ;ie was a p p a r e n tly  

operated by the d o v le t  a u t h o r i t i e s  as a sej^ert te u n i t  and not 

as a p a r t  o f  one o f  the espionage groups, and i t  is  th e re ­

fo r e  u n L ik e ly  that inform ation which w i l l  in crim inate  Primrose  

w i l l  be obtained from o th e r  ag e n ts .

3 .  Primrose g i v e s  the im pression o f  b e in & a stro n g  

and determined c h a r a c t e r  who w i l l  not be l i k e l y  to lo s e  h is  

head and c o n fe s s  to the a u t u o r i t i e s  u n le s s  he i s  confronted  

with evidence of h is  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a much s t r o n g e r  nature then 

is  a t  present a v a i l a b l e .

4» F o r  the above reason s, tne a u t u o r i t i e s  are  not v ery

sanguine o f  o b ta in in g  a c o n fe s s io n  from ¿rim ro se  on which i t  

w i l l  be p o s s ib le  to b r in g  a charge a g a i n s t  him.

■M

V , i

ft

' 1.1 . ' ,l • '

i »I

© Crown Copyright
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1. fthile the espionage agents In Canada can be detained for interrogation under an order-in-Council, no such powers exist in the Untied Kingdom bnd Primrose will tnerefore have to be questioned without being detained. He could only be detained folio*infi his questioning if be risites admin«ions, under caution, which vill enable the authorities to errort him and bring a charge against him, or if investigations in Canada or elsewhere produce material on which such a charge can be laid.
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*• In o rd e r  to ensure a f u l l  and I m p a r t i a l  i n v e s t i g a ­

t io n ,  Mr- J u s t i c e  __________________________________  has been

appointed to a c t  as a Royal C onn iesloner to hear evidence end 

to p resen t a r e p o r t ,  waich w i l l  be made p u b lic .  The circum­

s ta n c e s  o f  the case  make i t  d e s i r a b l e  that some a t  l . a s t  o f  

the testimony ^ive n  before tne uo yal  Cumrnisaloner should be 

heard in camera. I t  i s  tue in te n tio n  oi the Government th a t ,  

.ufter toe re p o rt  o f  the Royal commissioner has been r e c e i v e d ,  

p ro se cu tio n  w i l l  be i n s t i t u t e d  in a l l  c a s e s  in which the 

evidence warrants  i t . *

5- I t  I s  not p o s s ib le  a t  t h i s  s ta g e  f o r  me to make a

more complete statem ent and, in p a r t i c u l a r ,  to  make p u b lic  

the names o f  those concerned- Some o f  them appear to be 

f a r  more deeply and c o n s c io u s l y  involved than o th e rs-  Some 

have probably acted  as innocent t o o l s  o l  d e s ig n in g  men- I 

a^k, t h e r e fo r e ,  th a t  tuc matter should oe t r e a t e d  with ca u tio n  

and r e s e r v e ,  pending the time wnen i t  w i l l  be p o s s ib le  to  

issue a f u l l e r  statem ent. U n t i l  the i n v c c t i feb tio n  by the 

Royal Commiss ioner has been coinpieted, the case recta Ins 

sub ju d ic e .

A, ' i
Mr

v .4, :'h' .*'■ ■ ih* ': * ... . f . I' , S
:Af'- to

.¡'-i

© Crown Copyright



TOP SECRET.

From; NEW YORK. 

Date: 1 9 . 1 1 . 4 5  

No: 764

Following fo r  LI, 1 . 5  from H o l l i s .

A. A f t e r  d iscussion s a t  B r i t i s h  Embassy in Washington a memorandum

was prepared on CORBY case f o r  ATTLEE and MACKENZIE KING containing the 

fo llo w in g  points

One R.C.M.P. should d e ta in  CORBY search and in te r r o g a te  agents.

Two S im ila r  ac t io n  so f a r  as p o ss ib le  should be taken in  United Kingdom

and U .S.A .

Three Agents a g a in s t  who there was a l e g a l  case should be prosecuted.

Four The Canadians would s e t  up a royal  commission to a d v is e  on how soon

detained agents could be released and to report on f u l l  f a c t s  of CORBY c a s e .

Five  The Canadians should make a diplonmtic p r o t e s t  to S o v i e t  Ambassador

and demand the r e c a l l  of M i l i t a r y  Attache and his accomplices.

S i x  MACKENZIE KING should make a statement to house on these m atters.

Seven D. day suggestion approved f ix e d  at any day convenient to R.C.M.P.

in week beginning Monday November 2 6 th .

My immediately follow ing telegram .........



From: HEW YOHK.

Date: i 9 . l l . 4 5 .

No: 765

Following for  M .I .5  from HOLLIS.

My immediately preceding telegram.

B. This memorandum was accepted by two Prime M in isters  and 

points were put to President in  a meeting on November 1 4 t h .  I t  is  

understood that President asked f o r  time to consider matter,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  in view of a new case mentioned in my immediately preceding  

telegram,

C. While neither BUTLER nor ROBERTSON on Saturday evening was 

e n t i r e l y  sure of scope of fu rth e r  d is c u s s io n  w ith  P r e s id e n t,  the CORBY 

case was discussed on F rid a y  afternoon and Americans are b e lie ve d  to  

have asked f o r  a moratorium of a fo r tn ig h t  a f t e r  which they would be 

prepared to enter in to  new d is c u s s io n s  of a c t i o n  to  be followed in CORBY 

ca se .  They made t h i s  request in hope th a t  p o s it io n  of t h e i r  own case would 

become more c l e a r  during that f o r t n i g h t .

3* F . B . I .  appeared anxious fo r  e a r l y  a c t io n  on CORBY case and i t

th erefo re  3eems that proposal f o r  delay arose from S t a t e  Department and not 

from F . B . I .
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COPY.
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!

TVlegraflis 761/^62//763 from New York dntei n .  11.45
»  * *

ELISaBETil : KKi Ju BENTLEY, repeat ELISABEI'H TERHIL 
F.B. I. some two weeks ago and made statement.

El:TijCY, vis ited  the

B. She advised that she had been wo iking for some yeurs for World
Tourist Incorporated of Hew York, u travel agency operated by Jacob 
GOLOS repeat GOIXDS until his death in November 19k}* During war he 
also organised United States Service and Shipping Corporation sending 
food parcels to Russia. Eoth these firms were used as cover for 
espionage organisation which after death of GOLOS came 'directly under 
Soviet control. It had previously been under Communist Party and al$tfay) 
retained strong party connections. ^

C. Souroe acted as courier between various agents and sub-agents.
Network follows usual ¡.attern of Soviet Intelligence operations and 
extensive penetration of American Government circles has been brought 
to light. There is reason to believe espionage ring was controlled 
by N.K.V.D.

I
D. About thirty agents have been identified but the ramifications of 
the case have not yet been fu lly  explored.

E. Source has referred to one ''CEDRIC B" whom we are inclined to 
identify as Cedric BELFRAGE. She claims that he handed over a long 
report on training agents by Scotland Yard (sicy

F. Source also mentions Peter RHODES repeat RHODES who is described as 
newspaper man whose mother was British Intelligence agent in last war.
Source stated that RHODES had been covering war in U. K. and in JEfrica
that N.K.V.D. had lost touch with him and were attempting to renew contact.

C. F.B.I. believe that they have identified this man as Peter Christopher 
RHODES born December 30th 1911 in l!anila. Father was of German origin 
and mother, nee ABRAHAMS born in Jamaica. RHODES attended Oxford University 
1934-36 and was them employed by United tress in Lon ion, Paris, Moscow and 
Stockholm. Reportedly in Soviet Union after invasion of Norway.

H. In December 1941 RHODES was connected with the U.S. Federal Communications 
Commission in London, later he went to North Africu. Towards end of 1944 
he was with U. >. office of War Information in London. Please cable any 
available information. I.

I. Source has not bmen active as courier for some time and F. B. I. are now 
endeavouring to obtain confirmatory evidence to enable them to put legal 
case before the authorities.

© Crown Copyright
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TOP SECRET.

From: NEW YORK.

Date: 1 9 t h  November.

No: 759-

A. ATTLEE and KING.

F u l l y  b rie fe d  on CORBY cáse p r io r  to opening of Washington ta lk s  

by a sub-committee c o n s is t in g  of ROBERTSON, WRONG BUTLER HACDONAID and HOLLIS.

including a r r e s t ,  l e g a l  a c t io n  where p o ssib le  the appointment of a Royal 

Commission in  Canada t o  conduct hearings and report on case and r e c a l l  of 

incriminated S o v ie t  diplomatic p ersonnel.  I t  a l s o  recommended that matter  

be given a c e r t a i n  amount of p u b l i c i t y ,  prelude to which would be statement 

by MACKENZIE KING in Canadian Parliament.

C. Both ATTLEE and KING accepted these recommendations and e a r l y  in

conversations ATTLEE made i t  c l e a r  th at  a d e c is io n  would have to  be reached. 

My immediately fo llo w in g  telegram.

B. This sub-conmittee recommended f u l l  a c t i o n  a g a in s t  CORBY c u l p r i t s



NEW YORK.
TOP SECRET

1.
3-
4*
5*
6.
7*
C- •

9*
10.
12.
13*
14*
13*
20 .
22.
26.
30.

No. 719 November 13th.
a- ¿ | >T V )

Reference my 718 paragraph I . ( t y f ' i
1

A. ?Orders in Council have been issued fo r following agents 

They are referred to by numbers under which they are lis ted  in 

our report on CORBY case.

B. Numbers, 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 , 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 20, 

22, 26, 30 and Herndna RABINOWITZ.

C. A l l  above w i l l  be detained and interrogated with the 

possible exception of numbers 4, 13, 22, 26, and RABINOWITZ 

concerning whom action is  not yet decided. I t  is  believed  

number 4 may turn King's evidence with careful handling.

Action against number 13 is  not yet decided. Identification  

of number 22 is  not entirely  satisfactory. Number 26 is  not 

su ffic ien tly  implicated and question of diplomatic immunity of 

RABINOWITZ is  under consideration.

Sam CARR $ FRANK <3 WALTER.
Etama WOIKLN 3> Nora 
Kathleen WILLSHER d E l l i  

[Fred ROSE l.p} & De &MSE P h W ? W ‘ 
Gordon LUNAN ^ BACK 
Durnford SMITH 3 BADEAU 
Ned MAZERALL & BAGLEY 
Isidor HaLPERIN d) BACON 
H.S. GERSON 3 GRAY 
David SHUGAR 3 PROMETHEUS 
Professor BOYER 
Eric ADAMS $ Ernst 
James S. HENNING J FOSTER 
S/Ldr. Mat NIGHTINGALE 3 LEADER 
S/Lir. F.W. POLAND 
Norman VEALT,
Dr. Henry HARRIS J The DOCTOR.



From: NEW YURK.

Date: 19th November 1 9 ^ 5 .

No: 760.

C. (continued) However matter was only discussed on 14th  in s t a n t  

when TRUMAN stated  yirisouui had not been f u l l y  b r ie fe d .  On morning of 

1 5 th BYRNES spoke to HOOVER and t h i s  n a tte r  was ra is e d .

D. F in a l  d e cisio n  has not been reached, and s in c e  Anglo-Canadian  

side had hoped to  be able t o  s e t  D-day f o r  week of November 26th i t  may 

be assumed th at  a ctio n  w i l l  be further delayed.

E .  Judging from my conversation w ith  HOOVER i t  seems c le a r  th at  r e s ­

tr a in in g  influence on American side comes from S ta te  Department. The whole 

American a t t i t u d e  however may have been profoundly influenced by d isco ve ry  

of extensive S o v i e t  espionage network in  th is  country believed to  have been 

operated by N.K.V.D. A d d itio n a l  d e t a i l s  are  contained in ray immediately 

follow in g telegram. New case i s  in  course of a c t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and Americans 

are now in p o s it io n  to  say th a t  blowing of CORBY case before they are ready

may prove serio u s  handicap to th e ir  e n q u irie s .
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TOP SECRET

ADDRESSED NFTvV YORK.

No. 97.

My immediately preceding telegram .

E .  We think i t  u n l ik e l y  th at  Russians w i l l  demand the  

return of the documents s ince  t h i s  would in v o lv e  admitting  

t h e i r  genuineness. We suggest t h e r e fo r e  th at  th e y  may be 

used in  in t e r r o g a t i o n s .

F .  BUTLER i s  being asked to  r a i s e  t h i s  question at the 

meeting but we should be g r a t e f u l  f o r  p r e c i s e  d ir e c t i o n s  

as to  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  i f  any, which R.C.M.P. wish to  impose 

on use of any m aterial  f o r  in te r r o g a tio n  purposes.

G. You w i l l  ap p reciate  th a t  u n t i l  in t e r r o g a t i o n s  s t a r t  

we cannot f o r e c a s t  l i n e  which th e y  may take and we must 

g i v e  c l e a r  b r i e f  t o  the in t e r r o g a t o r  who n a t u r a l l y  wishes  

t o  have a l l  a v a i l a b l e  ammunition f o r  h is  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  

t a s k .

clement2
Highlight
E. We think it unlikely that Russians will demand the return of the documents since this would involve admitting their genuineness. We suggest therefore that they may be used in interrogations.



ADDRESSED NEW YORK,

TOP SECRET

(
/

No. 90.

9.11.45.

Following from Malcolm MACDONALD from S ir Alexander CADOOAN

A. Thank you fo r  your telegrams 619 -  622 of October 31st.

B. Considerations you mention are much in our minds. We 

fe e l  that most satisfactory arrangement would be for fu l l  

discussion on nature and timing of future action should take 

place at the forthcoming meeting when a l l  interested parties  

w i l l  be together. Mr. BUTLER, who w i l l  be a member of the 

B ritish  party, w i l l  carry b r ie f  setting forth  B ritish  views 

in order that the question may be raised.

C. Meanwhile Mr. ATLEE and Mr. MacKenzie KING have agreed 

that, in view of the d if f ic u lty  of interrogating a l l  the 

Canadian suspects simultaneously without r isk  of publicity  

and consequently of prejudicing the forthcoming negotiations, 

no action should be taken against suspects un til a decision 

on the future handling of the atomic problem has been raised.

Please repeat to Lord HALIFAX



TOP SECRBT AMD PERSONAL.
' Ir" *  "

the draft agreed between us 
which has been approved and 
also a copy of the telegram we 
are sending to Mr. Malcolm 
Macdonald and Lord Halifax*

FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1 
9th November, 1945

I enclose a copy of

/ /

#

J, H« Marriott, Esq.,
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Tür, am asi-

The Corby Cai

The M lloa we ««at la tha dMtrwtloa of this mlvork 
at thstorlleat poealble moment and the <11 boot ary of a ll Ita 
ramificati one.

To achieve this ae would Ilka to haw

(c

Tha conviction of ^rlmroae;

The ocnvlatlou of oil tho Canadian and 
American agents. we particularly foal 
tnat the exclusion of e.g. ne» Carr and 
other non-official agents would leaaen 
the chance of getting admissible 
evidence against the network and the 
effect to be galore, by finances in the 
handling of the oner t? • whole

The removal oi the Soviet iMploreatic 
personnel involved*

*.»e appreciate that thl* w ill Involve publicity, 
but feel that we shcula disregard this. It ahould not 
be forgotten thaw by volume the £ torn! a leakage la a 
relatively »ran 11 part of the network's activities.

Of the foregoing objectives tha on* least likely 
to be achieved in tb" conviction of Primrose. The failure 
to achieve this will involve the risk of evasion by 
^rlarose an* the placing ox his scientific abilities at 
the disposal of the lowalana. i f  a uealslon to ahara tho 
aecrets is taken, tola risfc vanishes. I f  the deelaion to 
share la not taken then it  roust be decided at the meeting 
whether the riek la worth running. It ahould be emphasised 
that tha drltleh Security Authorities cannot guarantee to 
prevent him getting away, as an alternative tha risk of 
driving Primrose into a Aueolan asylum would to aoas extant 
be lesaeneu if no action were taken agalnet him et a ll. 
ouch a suggestion would undoubtedly arouse unfavourable 
uounent both from the Canadian arid United States 
representatives at the meeting.

idi

iVJ m

© Crown Copyright
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TOP SECRET.
—

NEW YORK,

No, 678 of November 7th,

Personal to Director General from HOLLIS,

A. I  have just received your telegram 78 and w i l l  make 

arrangements to stay until the end of meeting, I  was 

about to telegraph to you to make th is recomuendatian myself 

as I  have seen Lord H alifax  and Makins at B ritish  Embassy and 

Pearson and Stone at Canadian Embassy and they seem to fee l 

that i t  would be advisable fo r  me to stay.

B. R.C.1I.P. were anxious i'or me to return to Ottawa before  

coming back to London. I  w i l l  do th is i f  it  appears advisable 

unless I  hear from you that you want me back e a r lie r ,

C. I  have a tentative booking on B.O.A.C. clipper fo r  Monday 

November 26th arriv ing, i f  not delayed in London November 28th,



T . -i. B N o v e m b e r , iy«*o»

i/.r* Malcolm
Haedonald end 

Uord H a l i fa x .

following for Malcolm Macdon- id from 

•dir ,ilexBiider ^Bdogan.

Thun*. you for your telegram.., Woe. 

6 1 9 - 6 £ S i  o f  3 1 s t  u c t o b e r »

Considerations y u mention are much 

in our minds. <e f ^ e l  tuat most a u t is -

f  oe tory a rran ̂ emen L ■*, aid be fur full 

discuasLon on nature end timing j1 future 

action to ta*e place ut the furthcoming 

meeting when a ll Ui- inti re ted partite 

'ai l l  be together» Mr» Butler, *ao win 

be o member -ju ,u<. -iritich party, a i l l  

carry brief setting forth British 

in ortKr that tue ^utution may bo rtis^d.

Meanwhile *Vr» .-.ttiee and Hr» Hae*u; n;,ie 

i.ing have, agreed met in v lev; ;u the 

d if f ic u lt y  of interrogating a i i  tue Cana-

ti: an suspec is :■■% mul tone o u l y  a i thou t wc# ,e 

r isk  o f  p u b l i c i t y  and consequently oi 

p re ju d ic in g  the forthcoming n ego t ia t io n s ,

no/



no action should be taken o^ainsl suspects • 

un til i, dee la ion on u^. future handling 

X the r;tomic ¿»roblem nee been reached.



TOP SECRET.

ADDRESSED NEW YORK.

7.11.45.

No. 78.

Following fo r  HOLLIS from Director General,

A. The Foreign O ffice have asked that you should remain 

in America until a fte r meeting between the President and

the Prime Ministers.

B. I  have granted this request and you should therefore 

remain fo r  consultation.

C. Meeting is  e je c te d  to la s t  u n til 18th November and 

CORBY case w i l l  probably be discussed at end of meeting.



ADDRESSED NEW YORK.

TOP SECRET

7.11.45.

No. 77.

Following fo r  HOLLIS from 1,1,1.5«

Your telegrams 647 and 648.

A. N ev ille  BUTLER is  bringing to America a memorandum which 

we helped to draft containing Foreign O ffice views on way 

CORBY case should be dealt with.

B. Memorandum states inter a l ia  that Foreign O ffice wish fo r  

prosecution of PRIMROSE but asks fo r  a decision from the meeting 

between President and Prime Ministers whether r isk  of driving  

him to seek Russian asylum may be run.

C. Thus meeting w i l l  have to decide whether or not PRIMROSE 

is  to be interrogated.

D. We appreciate force of your argument in para. A your 647 

but you and R.C.M.P. w i l l  doubtless agree that responsib ility  

fo r  running risk  of what we consider w i l l  probably be an abortive 

interrogation must be taken on highest leve l.
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Foreign Office, 
S.W.l.

TOP SEC RET & PERSONAL
3 r d  N o v e m b e r , 1 9 4 5 .

Y o u  w i l l  h a v e  s e e n  c o p i e s  o f  t e l e g r a m s  No b . 6 1 9 - 6 2 2  
f r o m  New Y o r k  a b o u t  t h e  CORBY c a s e .

We a r e  t a k i n g  up t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  m ade i n  t e l e g r a m  
N o. 6 2 0  t h a t  f u l l  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  f u t u r e  a c t i o n  s h o u ld  
t a k e  p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  a n d  i t  i s  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  U r .  N e v i l e  B u t l e r  
s h o u l d  r a i s e  t h e  m a t t e r  d u r i n g  t h a t  m e e t i n g .  F o r  
t h i s  p u r p o s e  U r . B u t l e r  h a s  a s k e d  me t o  p r e p a r e  a  
n o t e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  we w a n t a n d  I  w o u ld  
p r o p o s e ,  a s  I  m e n t io n e d  t o  y o u  o n  t h e  t e l e p h o n e ,  t o  
c o n c e r t  t h i s  w i t h  U a r r i o t t .

Ur. B u t l e r  a n d  I  b o t h  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  m o s t 
u s e f u l  i f  H o l l i s  c o u l d  b e  i n  t h e  S t a t e s  d u r i n g  t h e  
m e e t i n g ,  a s  h i s  d e t a i l e d  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  c a s e  an d  
o f  t h e  v ie w s  o f  t h e  C a n a d ia n  a u t h o r i t i e s  w o u ld  b e  
i n v a l u a b l e ,  an d  I  am t h e r e f o r e  w r i t i n g  t o  a s k ? ^ w h e th e r  
t h i s  c o u l d  b e  a r r a n g e d :  T h e  m e e t i n g  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  
c o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d  N o v em b er 1 1 - 1 8  an d  M r. B u t l e r  t h i n k s  
t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  may com e up i n  t h e  l a t t e r  
h a l f  o f  t h a t  w e e k .

C a p t a i n  Guy L i d d e l l ,  C . B . E .  
U . 1 ‘ 5 .



DRAFT TELEGRAM

FOR HOLLIS YOUR TELEGRAMS 647 and 648 ' I ■
1. NEVILLE BUTLER IS BRINGING TO AMERICA A 

MEMORANDUM WHICH WE HELPED TO DRAFT CONTAINING 

FOREIGN OFFICE VIEWS ON WAY CORBY CASE SHOULD BE 
DEALT WITH.

2. MEMORANDUM STATES INTER ALIA THAT FOREIGN OFFICE 

WISH FOR PROSECUTION OF PRIMROSE BUT ASKS FOR A 

DECISION FROM THE MEETING BETWEEN PRESIDENT AND 

PRIME MINISTERS ’WETHER RISK OF DRIVING HIM TO 

SEEK RUSSIAN ASYLUM MAY BE RUN.

3. THUS MEETING WILL HAVE TO DECIDE WHETHER OR NOT 

PRIMROSE IS TO BE INTERROGATED.

4. WE APPRECIATE FORCE OF YOUR ARGUMENT IN PARA. A. 

YOUR 647 "but YOU AND R.C.M.P. WILL DOUBTLESS 

AGREE THAI RESPONSIBILITY FOR RUNNING RISK OF 

WHAT WE CONSIDER WILL PROBABLY BE AN ABORTIVE 

INTERROGATION MUST BE TAKEN ON HIGHEST LEVEL.

6.11.45.
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.choritiee rould ask fo r tho re -cm 11 of the 

Russian Ambassador (which we advise against) or 

at least o f the ¿Military Attache and other 

members o f the Embassy who are actively  

engaged. This would be done d iscreetly  in an 

attempt to avoid pub lic ity .

4. The American authorities say only 

that they have in su ffic ien t evidence to Justify  

arrests .

5. Both the Canadians and ourselves 

are agreed that some action should be taken as 

8ùQA ¿a possible -  The Canadians consider that

o f i t  would be interpreted by the Russians 

as a  sign o f weakness -  and the three main 

problems to be settled  are:

1. What action can be taken against the agents 
implicated in Canada, the U. S. A. and the U. K.

2. What action can be taken v is  a v is the 
Russian Embassy in Ottawa.

3« What degree o f secrecy can be preserved 
under 1. and 2. above.

>n

6. Hiere is  at present no admissible evidence against 
1 PRIMROSE and no power to detain him. He could only be 
‘ questioned on a voluntary basis and M .I.5* are o f  the 

opinion that they would be unlikely to break down 
PRIMROSE and are therefore not at a l l  sure of the u t i l it y  
of interrogating him. They consider that the information 
in their possession is  not su fficien t to give them a 
reasonable chance of extracting an admission from him 
and they further feel that an abortive questioning of 
PRIMROSE is  lik ely  to frighten him into seeking sanctuary 
with the Russians. In opposition to this view i t  can be 

; argued that failure to take action against the most gu ilty
of a ll  the agents w ill  create a bad Impression both in 

I Canada and the U .S.A., while action in Canada w ill certainly
lead the Russians to believe that PRIMROSE is  compromised 

I and may well induce them to take the in itiative  in
i  suggesting to PRURDSE that he should seek sanctuary.
1 - ----------- tinu search
of premises. Against this i ,  thej'eeitalnty that

a warning was issued to agents soon after Corby's 

disappearance and th~y - m  ^  ,» /
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destroy rvitfenoe anù oerfect cover ¿torief;.

The- olrnultoneotm quest? oning of the eighteen 

or eo suspected agents would involve their

detention fo r  a

o f trained inter

week or eo In view of the lack  

iDgatc..’  ̂ In Canada and hence 

probably cause pub lic ity .

8. The Americana, as mentioned above, 

do not consider that su ffic ien t evidence ia  

ava ilab le .

9. As regards ( i i ) ,  the kind of

diplomatic action w i l l  depend on the decisions 

taken at the forthcoming meeting as to whether 

or no there is  to be nharing o f the sc ien t ific  

and other d e ta ils  o f the weapon with the 

Russians. I f  i t  is  a reed to share, then the 

method advooated by the Canadians in paragraph 

d above is  presumably the right one. ___

10. As regards ( i i i )  publicity should i f  possible be 
avoided i f  the secret is  to be shared, but i t  must be 
remembered that the simultaneous questioning of the 
eighteen or so suspected agents would involve their 
segregation from one another for some time, and this 
segregation could only be achieved by their detention.
This detention cannot be hidden and the fact of i t  
w ill certainly leak to some extent. I f  as the result 
of such detention and questioning sufficient evidence 
to support the prosecution of a l l  or a greater number 
of the agents is obtained, a formal prosecution is  
lik e ly  to produce an amount of publicity as w ill 
demand public comment in a ll  four countries.
I f  there is  publicity i t  should be remembered that 
there may be some body of opinion in the three 
Western Countries which w ill take the view that the 
Russians were Justified in trying to find out what 
they could about the atomic weapon. This would 
however not apply to the other intelligence obtained 
and there may well be serious criticism  of the 
Governments concerned i f  the facts leak out and no 
action has been token against the agents.

agents.

11. Neither our own or the Canadian 

Embassy in tloecow hub  as yet been informed.

The Canadians fe a r  that the Russians, who must

be /

© Crown Copyright



be aware thut we know what has been going on, 

may trump up a oharge of espionage against one 

or the other In Ijoecow and so take the wind 

out of our se lls *



TOP SECRET,

CORBY CASE.

/
The action we want is  the destruction of 

this network at the earliest possible moment and the 
discovery of a l l  its  ramifications.

To achieve this we would like to have

a. The conviction of IRI&FOSE
b. The conviction of the Canadian and

American agents.
c . Die removal of the Soviet Diplomatic 

personnel involved.

We appreciate that this w ill involve 
publicity, but feel that we should disregard th is.
I t  should not be forgotten that by volume the atomic 
leakage is a re la tiv e ly  small part of the network's 
a c tiv itie s .

Of the foregoing objectives the one 
least likely to be achieved is  the conviction of PRIMROSE. 
The failure to achieve this w ill involve the risk  of 
evasion by PRIMROSE and the placing of his scie n tific  
a b ilitie s  at the disposal of the Russians. I f  a decision 
to share the secrets is  taken, this risk  vanishes.
I f  the decision to share is  not taken then i t  must be 
decided at the meeting whether the risk  is  worth 
running. I t  should be emphasised that the British  
Security Authorities cannot guarantee to prevent him 
getting away. As an alternative the risk  of driving 
PRIMROSE into a Russian asylum would to some extent 
be lessened i f  no action were taken against him at 
a ll .  Such a suggestion would undoubtedly arouse 
unfavourable comoent both from the Canadian and United 
States representatives at the meeting.



I

TOP SECRET

NEW YORK.

No. 647 of 2nd November.

For M .I.5 . from HOLLIS. 

Your telegrams 40 and 41*

/

A. In ny view action against agents in Canada w i l l  prove 

conclusively to Russians that the Grant network is  blown and 

Russians w i l l  ?then decide whether they want PRIMROSE in  

Russia irrespective of whether he is  interrogated. The 

Russians would hardly be rash enough to use him or allow him 

to contact them a fte r th is . You are therefore unlikely to  

get further usefu l evidence.

B. I f  th is is  so nothing is  lo st  by abortive interrogation  

and much is  gained by a successful one.

C. Successful interrogation would c lea rly  provide valuable

information about working of Grant network. I t  probably would 

not produce material of use fo r  interrogation ?of other suspects 

but neither is  interrogation in  Canada lik e ly  to produce material 

fo r  dealing with PRIMROSE. So fa r  as we know, PRIMROSE was in

touch with VEALL only and it  is  not intended to interrogate him.

MQr immediately foil lowing telegram.

/
* 1

clement2
Highlight
Successful interrogation would clearly provide valuable
information about working of Grant network. It probably would not produce material of use for interrogation ?of other suspects but neither is interrogation in Canada likely to produce material for dealing with PRIMROSE. So far as we know, PRIMROSE was in
touch with VEALL only and it is not intended to interrogate him
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TOP SECRET.

HEW YORK.

No. 648 of 2nd November.

IyQT immediately preceding telegram.

D. The chances of successful interrogation should therefore 

be assessed on the material which you already have, and are 

lik e ly  to grow smaller i f  PRIMROSE is  alerted by interrogations 

in Canada. In these circumstances i t  seems to me wise to 

interrogate simultaneously i f  PRIMROSE is  to be interrogated

at a l l .

E. I f  policy decision is  fo r  prosecution I  fe e l that every 

e ffo rt  should be made to prosecute PRIMROSE who is  the worst 

tra ito r  in network. I f  a Royal Commission is  appointed they 

w i l l  certain ly expect information about PRIMROSE which we should 

attempt to supply.

F. R.C.M.P., while not wishing to influence your decision, 

would undoubtedly be disappointed i f  you did not interrogate.

G. Vi'ill you keep me advised in Washington through STEPHENSON.



TOP SECRET.

NEW YORK,

No, 641 o f November 1st,

For M.I.5* from HOLLIS* Your telegram 2/f October 28th,

A. I  agr^e ?with your view that d irective was impossible to 

obey. You w i l l  have seen MacDonald*s telegrams 619 to 22 to  

CADOGAN which represents our present views,

B, The WITCZAK passport case may have some bearing on forth ­

coming policy decision. Examination of Passport O ffice  f i l e  shows 

that sponsor o f fa ls e  ?application form recently substituted fo r  

orig inal document of genuine WITCZAK has almost certain ly  

rendered himself l ia b le  to prosecution. I f  lega l opinion

1

confirms th is , decision w i l l  have to be taken whether policy  

interests should override the normal operation of law.

C. The lega l opinion w i l l  be sent to London as soon as i t  is  

received. This telegram is  simply to advise you that one case 

is  probably in a form to be taken into Court, We could not of 

course proceed with i t  until action is  taken in remaining part 

of ?CORBY case.



4
YORK. ;

' ■' • t \
\  ‘  "  /

i .
No. 6lQ* October 31st* <

Following fa r  S ir Alexander Cadogan from Malcolm MacDonald

A. Information which has recently accumulated regarding 

conduct of at least some agents here, in United States and 

Switzerland as w ell as of Primrose in London, indicates that 

their masters sounded the "a le r t "  to  them as a resu lt of 

OORBY's disappearance. C# has presumably reported a l l  th is  

to you. The various agents have no doubt therefore been 

instructed to take such steps as they can to dispose of any 

incriminating material in  the ir possession. Consequently 

from that point of view i t  would not seem to matter on which 

date in reasonably near future police action is  taken against 

them*

My immediately follow ing telegram.

TOP SECRET*



TOP SECRET

No. 620 of October 31st*

My immediately preceding telegram .'

B. We think that United Kingdom and Canadian Prime Ministers 

may prefer to postpone decision as to what precise action  

should be taken until a fter their discussions with President 

Truman a fortnight hence, then whole question can be considered 

in it s  broadest aspect and in re la tion  to other matters to be 

discussed, I  send th is message to indicate that, in our view, 

barring some new development, such a delay w i l l  not repeat not 

fo r  reasons stated above, prejudice effectiveness of police  

action to be taken.

C. At the same time v/e venture to hope strongly that at their  

meeting the heads of three Governments w i l l  reach decision as 

to what police and diplomatic action should be taken and date 

or dates an which their decision should be ?implemented,

My inmediately following telegram.

NEW YORK.



TOP SECRET*

NEW YORK.

No* 621. October 31st*

Ify immediately preceding telegram*

C. contd* Prom police point of view and from point of view o f 

making sure that further important secret information is  not 

constantly leaking to Russians, i t  w i l l  be extremely awkward 

i f  action against a l l  agents is  indefin ite ly  postponed.

Moreover, maintenance in various Government Departments of 

o f f ic ia ls  identified as agents ought not to be endured much 

longer*

D* Authorities in London and Washington are of course in 

best position to decide exact diplomatic importance of matter 

and what diplomatic action is  most appropriate. But I  venture 

to suggest that i f  Russians do by now defin ite ly  know (as seems 

at least possib le ) that we are aware of the deta ils  of espionage 

organisation, they w i l l  think us weak and afra id  i f  we do not 

take defin ite  diplomatic as w ell as po lice action. I  know 

that you have th is very much in mind. I  am not concerned in 

this message in expressing a view whether that action should be 

taken in f i r s t  instance secretly  with Russian Government or 

published to the world.

My immediately follow ing telegram*



TOP SECRET

No. 622 of 31st October.

My immediately preceding telegram.

E. We here agree with you, Robertson^ and M .I.5 . 's  opinion 

(reported in your telegram 2k) that proposal to  interrogate  

only agents who are in Government employ and at the same time 

to avoid pub lic ity  is  not practicable. I f  I  may express a 

personal opinion, I  suggest that i t  is  also inexpedient. 

Russians would immediately discover that we had taken proposed 

action, with ( i t  seems to me) two serious resu lts* F irs t , our 

fa ilu re  at the same time to either take some diplomatic action 

with them or to give publicity  to proceedings would convince 

them that we feared them. Second, i f  they are preparing some 

counter offensive (e .g . an espionage t r ia l  of their own in  

Moscow), they might open th is at once and so prejudice the 

chance of our exploiting present situation to our advantage.

F. As I  cannot communicate through Enfoassy’ s o ffic e  channels 

on th is question, I  have assumed throughout that you are 

keeping Mächtig or Stephenson fu l ly  informed.

G. Wrong has seen th is message and asks that you should pass 

a copy to Norman Robertson.

NEw YORK.

clement2
Highlight
We here agree with you, Robertson^ and M.I.5. 's opinion (reported in your telegram 2k) that proposal to interrogate only agents who are in Government employ and at the same time to avoid publicity is not practicable.



TOP SECRET

ADDRESSED NEW YORK.

No. 40
31.10.45*

Following from M.I.5* fo r  HOLLIS.

A. No decision has yet been given by Prime Minister on policy  

with regard to method of taking action in  CORBY case and our 

b e lie f  i s  that decision w i l l  be postponed until a fte r  the meeting 

between Prime Minister and President.

B. Meanwhile we are inclin ing to the view that whatever type of 

action is  eventually decided upon we here ought not to take 

simultaneous action against PRIMROSE but ought to leave him alone.

C. Our reasons are: (1 ) We do not think that we have enough 

material to  give interrogators a reasonable cnance of breaking 

him; (2 ) His behaviour is  such as to convince us that he must 

have been warned by the Russians o f possible compromise and this  

not only postpones the day when we may get further useful evidence 

but also to some extent decreases the danger of leaving him s t i l l  

at la rge ; (3 ) An abortive interrogation of PRIMROSE serves no 

useful purpose and indeed may induce him to do the very thing we

most fea r , namely to escape to Russia; 

iflr immediately follow ing telegram.



TOP SECRET.

ADDRESSED NEW YORK. 

No. 41.

31.10.45.

18y immediately preceding telegram.

Following from M .I.5« fo r  HOLLIS.

C. continued. (4 ) We doubt i f  even a successful interrogation  

of PRIMROSE would produce material of use to the interrogation  

of the other suspects, whereas general interrogation in Canada 

might possibly produce useful material fo r  dealing with PRIMROSE

D. We are anxious kot to give R.C.M.P. the impression that 

we are shirking responsib ility  and we should lik e  your views 

on our suggestion.

E. You can point out to R.C.M.P. that the ir interrogators 

w il l  be in a much more favourable position when questioning 

a large group of people than we shall be when questioning an 

isolated individual.



A

.  - * - / ; /  6

TOP SECRET 
AMD PERSONAL

FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.l

39th October, 1945 *

b. V i  ^ ( >

You may like to see the 
enclosed copy of a Minute which 
our Secretary of State has sent 
to the Prime Minister as a 
result of the Meeting which we 
held with Mr- Norman Robertson in the Dominions Office on the 
23rd October, 1945.

L sĵ f
u

)  \ (4
/ /

or~General Sir David Petrie, C.I.E.,
C.V.O., C.B.E
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the eighteen or twenty suspects in Cauaoa would 

QuCtsutatc their uetentxoo iur a weuK or more. This 

woulu inevitably causa considerable coutent and anxiety 

ion& their families and co-worKsrs anu publicity could 

■ardiy be avoided.

5. n alternative i.uuiu bo to interrogate only the 

number fiiiidi coulu be dealt >.ith m one day -  say Uo 

or topee. Tuls wvulu hove the oisaovauta^u Lint Luo so

would subsequently xoforu the lieau id tlie Cumiuiusl a 

la Gaasua who ..oulu warn the other suspects and cause

r

Liii.i to destroy any remetxumg eviuencu anu tuey ..ould

c,«n be use Its to tii* police. jviuenci rooeiveu oiuc 

Li e ;;*iting suggests tint such a warn!as lias already 

been issued; never tlieiosa tlii security authorities 

feel strongly that ii an uiterrog; txon is tu bo carried 

out, a ll the suspects oust be laierrugatou at the sane 

tibfe, and held until the interrogation is complete.

b. Tlie conclusive seems tisruioru to oe that in 

view ui your ruling that there sbouiu be no .ubiicity,
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TOP SECRET.

ADDRESSED NE>V YORK.
27.10.4%

No. 24.

For H o llis  from M .I.%

A. Subsequent to meeting at Dominions O ffice  which you attended 

on October 9th when decision was taken to ask Prime Ministers

to decide whether CORBY case was to be carried  to prosecution 

or handled without public ity , Prime Ministers did meet 

October 21st.

B. Unfortunately Prime Ministers issued d irective that

accomplices should be interrogated but that th is  should be 

lim ited to those in Government employment. There was to be

no pub lic ity .

C. Foreign O ffice , Robot son and ourselves agreed that d irective  

was impossible to obey and matter has been referred  back to 

Prime Ministers fo r  decision which however has not been forth ­

coming.



The National Archives' reference KV 2/1425

E x t r a c t  f o r  S u p p 7 ^ ;  -  P. P . Wo. 66960 Y 6 4 3 7  
"H ig h  l e v e l  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  i n  th e  “CORBY" C ase.

TELEGRAM
ADDRESSED NEW YORK.

TOP SECRET

No. 18 9 6 . i o . if { IMMEDIATE.

Our 996  o f  O c to b e r  2 4 t h .

A. 4 2 7 0 0  now r e p o r t s  t h a t  DUEBENDORFER l e f t  h e r  f l a t  in  

G eneva w ith o u t  w arn in g  "a b o u t  s i x  w eeks a g o " .

B . S w is s  p o l i c e  h a v e  b e e n  m aking e n q u ir ie s  a s  t o  h e r  

w h e re a b o u ts  w hich i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  s h e  h a s  f a i l e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  

h e r  new d o m ic i l e .

C . T h is  may mean t h a t  sh e  h a s  l e f t  c o u n tr y  o r  i s  in  h id in g .

D. We a r e  p r e s s in g  (o u r  B e rn e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e )  t o  d i s c o v e r  

e x a c t  d a te  o f  h e r  d is a p p e a r a n c e .

E . At f i r s t  g la n c e  t h i s  new f a c t  w ould seem  t o  show t h a t  

ZABOTIN g o t  o f f  th e  m ark v e r y  q u ic k ly  a f t e r  CORBY *s 

d is a p p e a r a n c e . A ssu m p tion  t h a t  w h o le  grou p  h as  b e e n  

w arned t h e r e f o r e  g a t h e r s  s t r e n g t h .

O r ig in a l  f i l e d  i n  Su p p . V o l .  "A " V o l .  2 .  FF  66360 Y 6437 ,
~j " I n f o r m a t io n  p ro d u ced  b y  "CORBY". \ > J

^  di / • I  e a 
SF.4 ì  1 - o 114 -  1

¡W\JÍ~ ! )
K7?r , C.io.-(X

© Crown Copyright
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W ith  C a p ta in  L i d d e l l  I  a t te n d e d  a  m e e t in g  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  
a t  th e  D om in ions O f f i c e  a t  w h ich  w ere  p r e s e n t  S i r  Jo h n  
S te p h e n s o n , M r. N e v i l l e  B u t l e r ,  M r. B ro m le y , M r. Norman 
R o b e r ts o n  and M r. C lu t t e r b u c k .  The m e e t in g  was c a l l e d  t o  d i s c u s s  
a  d r a f t  te le g r a m  p re p a re d  by M r. R o b e r ts o n  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  
a  m e e tin g  w h ich  had ta k e n  p l a c e  on Sunday n ig h t  l a s t  b etw een  
th e  P rim e  M i n i s t e r  an d  M r. M cK en zie  K in g . A t t h a t  m e e tin g  i t  
had a p p a r e n t ly  b e e n  d e c id e d  t h a t , s u b j e c t  t o  th e  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  
th e  U .S .G o v ern m en t a c t i o n  s h o u ld  b e  ta k e n  b o th  i n  E n g lan d  
and C anada a g a i n s t  t h e  m em bers o f  th e  e s p io n a g e  o r g a n i s a t io n  
o f  th e  S o v ie t  M i l i t a r y  A t ta c h é  i n  O tta w a , b u t t h a t  su ch  
a c t i o n  sh o u ld  b e  l i m i t e d  t o : -

a )  C a l l i n g  i n  t h o s e  m em bers o f  t h e  C a n a d ia n  o r g a n i s a t io n  
who w ere  i n  G overnm ent em p loym ent.

b )  C o n d u ctin g  t h e  q u e s t io n in g ,  o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  m en tio n ed  
i n  ¿a), i n  s u c h  a  way a s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e
no p u b l i c i t y .

c) . R e f r a in i n g  fro m  p r e f e r r i n g  an y  c h a r g e .

d) » A t a  l a t e r  s t a g e  dem anding th e  r e c a l l  o f  c e r t a i n  
members o f  th e  S o v i e t  E m b assy .

.  •

T h e m e e tin g  w as h a n d ica p p ed  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  none 
p f  th o s e  p r e s e n t  had a t t e n d e d  t h e  m e e t in g  b etw een  t h e  P rim e 
M i n i s t e r s  and t h a t  no w r i t t e n  r e c o r d  e x i s t e d  o f  s u c h  m e e t in g .
I t  was how ever a g r e e d  a f t e r  a  lo n g  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  ow ing t o  
t h e  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  th e  R .C .M .P . and  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
h a v in g  r e g a r d  t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  ev en  i n  t h e  R .C .M .P . o n ly  a  
c o m p a ra t iv e  h a n d fu l o f  O f f i c e r s  had know ledge o f  t h e  C orby 
c a s e ,  t h e  r e q u ir e m e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  sh o u ld  b e  no p u b l i c i t y  a t t e n d a n t  
on  q u e s t io n in g  t h e  s u s p e c t s  w as in c a p a b le  o f  f u l f i l m e n t  u n le s s  
o n ly  a  v e ry  s m a ll  num ber o f  s u ch  s u s p e c t s  w ere so  q u e s t io n e d .
I n  f a c t  w i t h in  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  G overnm ent em p lo y ees  i t  
a p p e a re d  t h a t  a b o u t f o u r t e e n  p e o p le  w ould b e  in v o lv e d , and t h i s  
num ber c a n n o t b e  a d e q u a te ly  q u e s t io n e d  u n le s s  th e y  a r e  d e ta in e d

A y



by O rd e r . Any d e t e n t io n  by  O rd e r i s  bound t o  in v o lv e  p u b l i c i t y

I t  was a l s o  a g r e e d  t h a t  s o  f a r  «as P r im r o s e  h im s e l f  
i s  c o n c e rn e d  we h e r e  do n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  c a s e  f o r  h a v in g  him 
q u e s t io n e d  a t  an  e a r l y  d a te  i s  a t  a l l  s t r o n g  and t h a t  
a c c o r d in g ly  from  th e  s e c u r i t y  p o in t  o f  v iew  t h e  d e c i s i o n  a s  
t o  th e  d a te  when th e  g e n e r a l  q u e s t io n in g  t a k e s  p la c e  s h o u ld  
r e s t  w ith  th e  R .C .M .P#  I t  w as a l s o  a g re e d  t h a t  fro m  th e  
p o l i c e  p o in t  o f  v iew  i t  was i n f i n i t e l y  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  p u l l  
i n  a l l  t h e  s u s p e c t s  s im u lta n e o u s ly  r fe th e r  th a n  t o  p u l l  
i n  o n ly  a  l i m i t e d  num ber, and t h a t  t h e  d is a d v a n ta g e  o f  th e  
l a t t e r  c o u r s e  o u tw eig h ed  an y  a d v a n ta g e  g a in e d  by ta k in g  e a r l y  
a c t i o n .  S in c e  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  p u b l i c i t y  i s  l i k e l y  
to  e x te n d  u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  d a t e  when t h e  two P r im e  M i n i s t e r s  
and th e  P r e s id e n t  h av e  m et i t  w as ack n o w led g ed  t h a t  t h i s  
recom m en d ation  m ig h t in v o lv e  a  f u r t h e r  d e la y  o f  a t  l e a s t  
t h r e e  w e e k s , b u t i t  was a g r e e d  t h a t  we s h o u ld  a c c e p t  t h i s  
d is a d v a n ta g e .

T he F o r e ig n  O f f i c e  and M r. R o b e r ts o n  w i l l  r e p o r t  
th e s e  c o n c lu s io n s  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  m a s t e r s .

2 3 .1 0 .4 5 .

h

clement2
Highlight
It was also agreed that so far «as Primrose himself is concerned we here do not feel that the case for having him questioned at an early date is at all strong and that accordingly from the security point of view the decision as to the date when the general questioning takes place should rest with the R.C.M.P# It was also agreed that from the police point of view it was infinitely preferable to pull in all the suspects simultaneously rfether than to pull in only a limited number, and that the disadvantage of the latter course outweighed any advantage gained by taking early action. Since the prohibition against publicity is likely to extend until after the date when the two Prime Ministers and the President have met it was acknowledged that this recommendation might involve a further delay of at least three weeks, but it was agreed that we should accept this disadvantage.
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Nof f/U

Extracted on ........................................................by ...................... Section :.&$y...........

A* S tu d y  o f  WITCZAK*s c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w ith  h i s  w i f e  d u r in g  p a s t  m onth  l e a v e s  
no d o u b t t h a t  g e n e r a l  w a rn in g  was i s s u e d  t o  C a n a d ia n  and U n ite d  S t a t e s  n e tw o rk s  

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  C O H BÏ's d is a p p e a r a n c e .

B . N e it h e r  WITCZAM n o r h i s  w if e  seem  to  h av e  r e g a r d e d  s i t u a t i o n  a s  s e r i o u s  
u n t i l  S ep tem b er 2 8 t h  when WITC2AK was summoned to  W a sh in g to n  and i s  b e l i e v e d  
to  h av e  v i s i t e d  S o v i e t  Q a b a ssy .

C* On O c to b e r  1 s t  Y7. was t o l d  t h a t  " d o c t o r s  (U .IC .V .D .? )  w ere  e x p e c t in g  
c o m p le te  'c a s e  h i s t o i y '  fro m  'hom e h o s p i t a l '  (M oscow ) o n  e v e n in g  o f  O c to b e r  
7 t h ”.  C o in c id e n c e  o f  t h i s  d a t e  w ith  t h a t  £±xs± s e t  f o r  f i r s t  PRIMROSE c o n t a c t  
may b e  s i g n i f i c a n t  and may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Moscow w ere  e x p e c t in g  PRIMROSE t o  b e  
a r r e s t e d .

D. On O c to b e r  1 6 t h ,  B u n ia  WITCZAK h e ld  lo n g  c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  N .1C.V.D. man i n  
L o s  A n g les  ( ? )  and im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r w a r d s  a d v is e d  W. t o  " s e v e r  a l l  c o n t a c t  w ith  

^  r e l a t i v e s  and  i f  n e c e s s a r y  c r e a t e  a  s c a n d a l  f o r  th em ".

E . L a s t  s e n t e n c e  i s  e n i g n a t i c a i  b u t  p o s e s  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  V7* end o f  c a s e  may 
n o t b e  b low n  b y  him  b e f o r e  v e r y  lo n g .



Extracted oa:..3D *.lQ *^ 5................................................ :   by ................... Section :...R 3y ...........

14y im m e d ia te ly  p r e c e d in g  te le g r a m .

5« I  e n d o r s e  th e  v ie w s  s e t  o u t  b y  H o l l i s  i n  h i s  te le g r a m  9 3 0 »  n am ely  
t h u t  d i l a y  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  c h a n c e s  o f  R u s s ia n s  g e t t i n g  i n  x ^ irs t  w ith  a  tru m ped 
up c h a r g e  and o f  a g e n ts  o v e r  h e r e  p e r f e c t i n g  t h e i r  c o v e r  s t o r i e s  an d  d e s t r o y in g  
an y  in c r i m in a t in g  e v id e n c e  w h ich  th e y  may s t i l l  h a v e  i n  t h e i r  p o s s e s s io n *
CORBY, i n  c o n v e r s a t io n  a  fe w  d a y s a g o , a l s o  m e n tio n e d  t h a t  R u s s ia n s  m ig h t ta k e  
i n i t i a t i v e  and w ould a lr e a d y  h a v e  s t a r t e d  t o  th k e  s t e p s  t o  c o v e r  up o v e r  h e r e *

6.  S i r  Orme S a r g e a n t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  w a re  o f  d a n g e r  o f  d e la y  a s  e^qpressed  
i n  p a r a . 0 *  y o u r  te le g r a m  9 5 8 . I t  m ig h t b e  p o in te d  o u t  i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  t h a t  
PRIMROSE i s  n o t o n ly  p e r s o n  who i s  d a n g e ro u s  s o  lo n g  a s  no a c t i o n  i s  t a k e n  
a g a i n s t  h im .

7« As a n  exam p le  o f  i n e v i t a b l e  le a k a g e s  w h ich  a r e  bound t o  t a k e  p l a c e  and 
w h ich  h av e  a l r e a u y  come t o  o u r  ? a t t e n t i o n  i s  f a c t  t h a t  a  R .C .L I .P . B r i t i s h  

^ c l o t h e s  man known t o  a  w a i t e r  who w ork s i n  C onnau ght R e s t a u r a n t  i n  O tta w a , was 
a s k e d  by  t h e  l a t t e r  w h e th e r  h e  knew a n y th in g  a b o u t d is a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a  R u s s ia n  
Em bassy em p loy ee who h ad  ? ta k e n  p a p e rs  w ith  him w hen h e  l e f t  Q n b a ssy .

My im m e d ia te ly  f o l lo w in g  te le g r a m .
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Hy immediately preceding telegram# Section

7 continued# The waiter (known as 11 KICK the Greek") passes himself o ff  
as a British Intelligence agent andfc hinted that British Intelligence had been 
c&lled in# This is probably an Ii#lC*3J#D* fishing expedition although we are 
not inclined to take it  very seriously#

8# Hoover has informed Commissioner that action here would not jeopardise 
apy P#B.I. operations but that, v/ith information presently available, the F.B#I. 
yp.ll not necessarily be (?in a position) to take jpint action#

© Crown Copyright
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Uy im m e d ia te ly  p r e c e d in g  te le g ra m «

3« A ls o  s i g n i f i c a n t  i s  f a c t  t h a t  WITCZAK's w if e  B u n ia  was c o n t a c t e d  b y  
UOUIUAGHEV', s e c r e t a r y  t o  S o v i e t  V i c e  C o n su l i n  L os A n g e le s ,  o n  O c to b e r  1 6 t h .  
U0U11ACHEV i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  l i .K .V .D . man and  h e  an d  B u n ia  t a l k e d  f o r  o v e r  a n  
h o u r i n  s t r e e t «

4 -  D i s c r e t t  e n q u i r i e s  h av e  show n t h a t  Y/ITCZAK p a s s p o r t  was a t  l e a s t  
p a r t i a l l y  c a r r i e d  o u t .  1 9 3 7  p a s s p o r t  f i l e  h a s  b e e n  tam p ered  w ith «  O r ig in a l  
a p p l i c a t i o n  and  p h o to g ra p h  h a v e  b e e n  rem oved and  r e p la c e d  b y  f o r g e d  a p p l i c a ­
t i o n  fo rm  and b y  p h o to g ra p h s  o f  f a l s e  Y/ITGZAK and  o f  h i s  w i f e .  I n  o r d in a r y  
way d is c o v e r y  o f  t h i s  f a c t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  p o l i c e  t o  i n s t i t u t e  v ig o u r o u s  
e n q u ir ie s  and p e rh a p s  a p p ly  w a r r a n t  f o r  a p p r e h e n s io n  o f  Y/ITCZAI' on  c r i m i n a l  
c h a r g e s ,  a s  m a t te r  now s t a n d s ,  th e y  f e e l  u n a b le  t o  t a k e  an y  a c t i o n  in v o lv in g  
a  member o f  GilrthTiVs n etw o rk  s i n c e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  no a c t i o n  b e  t a k e n  
w h ich  m ig h t p r e c i p i t a t e  m a t t e r s .

l iy  im m e d ia te ly  f o l lo w in g  te le g ra m «
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I  t r u s t  we s h a l l  s o o n  h a v e  a  d e c i s i o n  i n  t h e  CORBY c a s e  b e c a u s e

1 « F r a n  s e c u r i t y  a s p e c t  i t  i s  b eco m in g  m ore im p o r ta n t  t o  rem ove known 
a g e n ts  from  n a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  c o u n c i l ,  d e p a r tm e n t o f  e x t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,  m i n i s t r y  
o f  m u n it io n s  and  s jtp p ly ,  and  o f f i c e  o f  U n ite d  Kingdom  H igh  C om m ission . A lth o u g h  
we h a v e  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  w h o le  n e tw o rk  h a s  b e e n  w arn ed  we c a n n o t b e  s u r e  t h a t  
th e y  a r e  n o t  c o n t in u in g  t o  o p e r a t e .

2 . From  o p e r a t i o n a l  a s p e c t  we a r e  f a c e d  w ith  p ro b le m s l i k e  Y/ITCZAK. We 
know t h a t  h e  h a s  b e e n  w arned  an d  h e  i s  now on  r u n . He sh o o k  F . B .  I .  s u r v e i l l a n c e  
i n  a  T u r k is h  B a th  i n  New Y o rk  an d  h as  now, b y  lu c k y  c h a n c e ,  b e e n  p ic k e d  up a g a i n  
i n  C h ica g o  w h ere h e  i s  s t i l l  m ak in g  e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  s h a k e  s u r v e i l l a n c e .  F o r  a l l  
we know h e  may b e  m ak in g  f o r  S e a t t l e  w h ere t h e r e  a r e  R u s s ia n  s h ip s *

Hy im m e d ia te ly  f o l lo w in g  te le g r a m .

clement2
Highlight
1 « Fran security aspect it is becoming more important to remove known agents from national research council, department of external affairs, ministry of munitions and sjtpply, and office of United Kingdom High Commission. Although we have indications that whole network has been warned we cannot be sure that they are not continuing to operate.
2. From operational aspect we are faced with problems like Y/ITCZAK. We know that he has been warned and he is now on run. He shook F.B. I. surveillance in a Turkish Bath in New York and has now, by lucky chance, been picked up again in Chicago where he is still making every effort to shake surveillance. For all we know he may be making for Seattle where there are Russian ships*



TOP SECRET.

ADDRESSED NEW YORK. 16.10.45.

No. 961. MOST IMMEDIATE.

A. HOLLIS is  sa ilin g  on Queen E lisabeth leaving Southampton 

October 22 repeat October 22 fo r  H alifax  and proposes to v is it  

Washington and Ottawa and to see you, but would be glad, in the 

ligh t  of lo ca l conditions, to have a message from you awaiting 

him at H alifax  as to the order in which you think these v is it s  

should be made.

B. Can you request R*C.M.P. to arrange a ir  reservation from 

H alifax  to destination?
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NEW YORK.

11.10.45.

1109.

11.10.4 5 .
I 645 BST.

H.D,
11 • 10*45 • 
17 15  BST.

TOP SECRET

No. 508 of October 11th. MOST IMMEDIATE,

Following is  repetition  asked fo r  in your telegram 941 

October 11th.

"No arrest can be made at present state of investigation in 

the absence of extradite charge fo r  overt act in  United States",

\

© Crown Copyright



TOP SECRET*

NEW YORK.

f o Z ' C s10.10.45

1140 GMT RAPH
10.10.45. 
2230 GW!

10.10*45.

2200 GMT

CXG. 505 of October 10th. MOST IMMEDIATE.

Following Is  fo r  C.S.S. only. Personal deoypher yourself. 

From 48OOO.

Following is  F .B . I . ’ s rep ly to R.C.M.P. on question of 

fix in g  a date fa r  jo in t action :-

"Matter of possible arrest October 18th of persons in  United 

States associated with CORBY. Situation has been presented 

to Attorney General. No arrest can be made at present state  

of investigation absence (g r . mut.) charge fo r  overt act in  

United States investigation continuing. You w i l l  be advised 

immediately of Attorney General*s opinion concerning other 

possible action as soon as received."

X as coded: extradite. (Repetition^ has been asked fo r ) .




