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Register No. Minute Sheet No. P.F. 66960.

9.9.U5. Extract from Telegram 251 from N e w  Y o r k  re CORBY. la.

2 .

13. 9.U5. Telegram No.CXG.296 from N ew Y o r k  to Q.S.S. re CORBY. 2a.

14*9.45. Copy of report on the I{AY Case 
•

2b

Undated. R.C.M.P. report on CORBY • 3a.

U.

18.9-U5. Telegram N o.CXG.33U from N ew York to C.S.S. mentioning 
the interrogation of CORBY. Ua.

5.

19.9.U5. Telegram No.CXG.8U2 from C.S.S. to New Y o r k  in reply to 
CXG..3U filed at Ua. 5a.

6 .

21.9.U5. Telegram No.CXG.8U9 from G.C & C.S. to New York. 6a.

7.

2U.9.U5. Copy of Memorandum sent to F.O. R.C.M.P. and S.I.S. 7a.

8 .
2h-.10.U5. Report of meeting 'between D.G. Sir John Anderson and 

F.2.A. officer. 8a.

10

i2. 6. U6 Telegram N.'-50 from New York.’ i ' 1.0a

(22793) Wt.3320&.'«097 200,1)00 10/42 AS 'lW.Lt.1 Gp.OV# J.S01I [I* T. Over.
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Register No. Minute Sheet No.

19.

D.G.

We have now received 40 further copies of the 
Canadian Royal Commission report. The suggested 
distribution is as follows

1 Horae Office.
3 Directors of Intelligence.
1 Special Branch
1 Director of Public Prosecutions.
1 Bow Street Magistrates,
4 A. L, Os.
18 D.S.Os.
1 Director General of Security, Australia.
1 Director of Security Intelligence, New Zealand. 
1 South Africa 
1 I.F.I.
1 B.A.O.R,

I suggest that the copies going to the Directors of 
Intelligence and other members of Government departments 
should be sent out with a complimentary slip from you, 
while I will write a covering letter to our links in the 
Dominions and to D.S.Os,

i.lay I please know if you agree?

A. D. P,
2579746. R.H,Hollis.

Piled 1.11.46.
28.9.46. From Offices of the Cabinet & M^n.of Defence re Commission's report. 20b.

21.
1.10.46. Details of distribution of copies of Royal Commission Rep rt. 21a.

22.
3.IO.46. Acknowledgement of Report by D.N.I. 22a.

-t •

* < • i >• t

4.10.46. To B.4.a with copies of Report for A.L.Os. 23a.

[P.T. Over.

© Crown Copyright
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50.

Y/ith reference to 48a and 49a, we have a few more copies 
of the Royal Conuidssion report on order, though they have .not 
yet been received. ’.Ye should therefore be able to let 3.T.T1E. 
have one or two more copies in due course. As for Jenkins' 
request, we could, I suppose, produce one co:y  for Kin£ Earouk 
if you feel that it is important and in this case, we had better 
let you have one from our existing stock. Till yon let me 
know if you want this?

B.l
29.11.46.

J-
R.ÏÏ. Hollis.

51

B . 1mm Mr. Hollis. d - 1
Reference Minute 50. I should "be grateful if you 

could in due course let us have two more copies of the 
Royal Commission report for S.I.M.E. As regards 
Jenkins' request, it would probably help him a good deal 
in his relations with persons in official Egyptian circles 
if he could have the extra copy for which he asks. If you 
can spare one without serious inconvenience, we should be 
glad to have it.

J/i'filwrw.
J.C. Robertson.

52.

4.12*46. Tote from D. d.Sec. re distribution of further copies of Report
to Aouth ¿African Police. 3 • a

55
17.12.U6. Letter dated 12.12.46 from Commissioner, R . C . M . P . , 

re publication by GOUZENKO of his memoirs in the 
. Cosmopolitan magazine.

53 a

54
18.12.46. To Commissioner W o o d  in reply to 53a. 54a

© Crown Copyright



Register No. SP. 50—14*32 Minute Sheet No.

55.
S.O./B. 1. Secretary (.

An urgent request has been received from S.I.M.E. for two 
more copies of the offiaial report on the espionage case.

I understand that this publication is in rather short supply, 
but I should be very grateful if you could possibly obtain these 
two further copies for us. * - <

have proraised to let her know vdien the next instalment of 12 
copies of the Report arrive from Canada#

r  ■

\ f  A
Misa J.Hardman-Jones

Note 5^#

probability merely a reminder (see .previous letter at .+3a}
Miss Hardman Jones agreed that the above request v/as in all 
ibility merely a reminder (see .orevious letter at •+3a'i. I

3#1 Secretar"''’.
17.1.47.

(5407) W L  59S61/3826 400ra. 3/4S C.&Co. 745(8) JJ892 [ P.T. OVER.
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57*

*.¥ith reference to your minute 55 and to serials 44a, 4oa and 
49», I an sending you herev/ith 5 further copies of the Canadian 
Soyal Commission report for despatch to Nairobi (l), SETHI (2} and 
Q.S.O.Egypt (2). You will no douJbt be sending copies of your 
covering ietters to 3.3*c and 3.3*a, and I should also like copies 
in this file. 7/ould you return the file to me as soon as possible?

3.1 Secretary. ^
27.1.47. " ' '

27.1. 47. Draft letter to Acting Governor, IT.Rhodesia, with copy of Deport. 
Despatched 28.1 ..47.

58 a.

27.1. 47.
c

Draff letter to Police Commissioner, S.Bhodesia, with copy of report, 
Despatched 28.1.47.

59a.

27.1.47.

60.
Draft letter to D. 3...« -islice with copy of renort. 
Despatched 28.1.47.

oOa.

© Crown Copyright
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23.1.47. Ï. IT. Hollis.*
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6 9

►5« 47* From fy^SIFE in reply to letter at 68a.
3*5*47* From Mr. Cartmel-Robinson, Lusaka, acknowledging copy of "Royal Commission' 

Report•

29*5»47» From Office of High Commissioner with report on findings in Corby case.
' -fe A*tpji |/rt 4 tO 3.V8

71.

Note.

Mr. Rivett Carnac told me that GOUZENKO had been paid 50*000 dollars 
for his articles in "Cosmopolitan". In addition to this, Twentieth Centurj 
Fox are arranging to make a film of the case with the title "Iron Curtain".
B . 1 .

4TS.47.
R.H.Hollis.

9.6.47. Extract of letter to Mr. Thistlethwaite asking for copies of Cosmopolitan.

73.

10.6.47» From Canadian High Commissioner's Office with note on 'Human Rights'
aspect of espionage case. / C ^ / C  £ /Uff UsC A 9.2.7

74.

26.6.47» From Mr. Thistlethwaite, in reply to 72a.

7 5 .

30*6.47. To Mr. Thistlethwaite in reply to 74a, re. Cosmopolitan articles.

7*7.47. To fy^SIFE with 2 more copies of Royal Commission Report.

11.7.47. To S.I.S. requesting copies of the Cosmopolitan.

69a.
69b.

70a,

72a.

73a.

74a.

75a.

76a.

77a.

I

clement2
Highlight
10.6.47» From Canadian High Commissioner's Office with note on 'Human Rights'aspect of espionage case.



i l O H m  12.00

]  : i P  \  >'*• •; J** i

act

E X T R A C T
p.F# ^6*96o* v . GOUZENKOioi" Filo Xo.:....*..... ...................................»..mm..«»....... • .....^am o....................................................... ...................... .............. . .

*

¿ual in Filo *io. ................. .........................................Vol;*..A..,.Sorial :,.,.^.3~**-.Becoipt Bate:............................ .
f

Original from .. ...... ...*• Under H o f . . .......... .............Dated

. l 2 . 5 - $ 9 *  ......... .................... ..................... , _w. .  . H:Extracted on > ^ w  V  W

1 j •*•••*•• t•••««.... Qa/'fiAn -• ••t lf l.s.t lTf l»« • U V V ^ V U  ■ <
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Igor GOUZENKO

Igor GOUZENKO was b o m  in. 1919. Ho was educated in primary 
and 3eoondai,y  sohoola and later entered the Academy of Engineering in 
Hoscow, but after two months he was sent to a special school conducted 
under the aegis of the General Staff of the Red Airy. GOUZENKO never 
became a member of the Communist Party but he became a member of the 
Komsomol at the age of seventeen. According to him it was not usual in 
peace-time to admit any but Communists to the special Academy which he 
attended, but during the war owing to the shortage of suitable candidates 
it was decided that Komsomols might go there for training.

Prom this school he was sent to the main Intelligence 
Division of the Red A m y  in Koscow and was then sent to the front in 
.fay 194-2 where he remained for about one fe a r . The Soviet authorities 
decided towards the end of 1942 that GOUZENKO should be sent abroad; 
his "document at ion11 took approximately six months tc complete and 
included a veiy careful investigation of him by the N.K.V. D.

GOUZENKO arrived in Canada in June 1943 to act as cypher 
clerk for the Military Attache, Colonel ZABOTIN, who was appointed at 
the same time. About September 1944 a telegram was received by Colonel 
ZABOTIN indicating that GOUZENKO'S return to Russia was required, but 
owing to representations made by the I-iilitaiy Attache this did not take 
place.

A few months previous to September 1945 GOUZENKO carelessly 
left drafts of two confidential despatches lying around where they were 
found by a charwomn and turned over to one of the Embassy officials.
This individual took the matter up with GOUZENKO who, realising the 
seriousness of the position, implored him not to make a report about it. 
Tne man promised to do his best but some time later GOUZENKO received 
instructions to return to Hoscow and a new cypher clerk was sent out.
The latter was supposed to take over GOUZENKO !s duties immediately but 
ZABOTIN did not consider him sufficiently qualified and left.the seals 
in the hands of GOUZENKO. The formal transfer was to take place on.
6th September 1945*

Originally GO’JZJGIICO apparently intended to comply with his 
instructions and he bought some clothes to take back with him to Russia, 
Then it seems he began to have doubts. He was certainly afraid of being 
liquidated should he return. His wife and child were with him in Canada 
and it seems that the fact that nothing had happened to Victor KRAVCHENKO 
encouraged GOUZENKO to feel that he also had a chance of defecting.

GOUZENKO says that he had for some time been having a 
struggle with himself as to whether he should return to Russia. When he 
arrived in Canada he was impressed by the complete freedom of the 
individual which he found existing and which was utterly foreign to his 
experience in Russia and foreign to the infon.xxtion v?hich he had received 
in Russia as to life in the democratic countries® He was impressed with 
t... things that were on sale in the stores and with the fact that those 
things were there to be purchased by anybody who wanted to buy them.
He was also greatly impressed with the freedom of the elections in Canada 
ur.d the contrast between the system of nominating candidates and voting 
in Canada, and the system he had known in Russia where one.name only 
appeared on the ballot. He also says that he had .m-en how the Canadian 
people had sent supplies to the Soviet Union and collected money for 
the welfare of Russian people while all the time members of the Russian 
Embassy were enveloping under cover countor-e3pioncge activity directed 
-minst Canada,

r r >-

© Crown Copyright
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Igor GOUZENKO [bio]
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During the Inst few v/celcs prior to his departure from the 
Embassy or» the 5th September 194*5 GOUZENKO selected a number of doc aments 
which he left in their places in the files, turning over the edges or 
comers in order that he might take them out quicldy at any time. On the 
5th September he left the Embassy with the documents about 8 p.m. and went 
to the Ottawa Journal where he spoke to a woman reporter. It did not take 
her long to realise that this story was too hot to handle and she advised 
him to go to the Justice Department,

On the next day GOUZENKO, accompanied by his wife and 3on, 
went to the Justice Building and 3polce to the private secretary to the 
Minister of Justice, to whom he also showed his documents. The private 
secretary asked GOUZENKO to wait and spoke to the Under-Secretary of State 
for External Affairs. GOUZENKO was finally turned away with veiled 
accusations that he was after all in possession of stolen documents. Again 
he tried the Press, thi3 time the Citizen and was' referred to the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police. By non he must have become somewhat flustered 
because the only thing that emerged clearly was that he wanted to become 
a Canadian citizen! Consequently he was sent to the Crown Attorney at the 
Court House. He spoke to the latter's secretary who, sensing the news 
value involved, called up Le Droit and then the Citizen, luckily without 
success.

Wearily, GOUZENKO returned to his apartment and at once he 
noticed that the place was being watched. Soon after he and his family 
had gone into his flat there was a knock on the door and his name was 
called. He did not answer but unfortunately his child ran across the 
room, GOUZENKO went out through the back door to the next-door apartment 
and asked his neighbours whether they would be willing to keep his child 
for the night in case anything should happen to him and his wife. 
Eventually the whole GOUZENKO family took refuge in the flat of another 
neighbour and their next door neighbour went by bicycle to get the police. 
The police arrived and interviewed GOUZENKO who said that he was a member 
of the Russian Embassy who had information of value to Canada and wanted 
police protection. The police arranged to watch the apartment building 
and to come up if their help was needed.

Between 11.30 and midnight, a party of four Russians, among 
thanPAVLOV the Second Secretary and head of the N. K.7.D. in the Embassy, 
and ROGOV the Assistant -Military Attache, broke into GOUZENKO’3 empty 
flat. The police were summoned and arrived to discover them ransacking 
the apartment. After arguments with the police the Russians left and the 
GOUZENKOs spent the remainder of the night with their neighbours under 
police protection.

On the following morning GOUZENKO wa3 taken to the office 
of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police where he turned over his documents, 
told his story and asked to be kept in protective custody as he feared 
for his safety and that of his wife and child.

On the 8th September the Soviet Embassy sent a note to the 
Department of External Affairs informing them that GOUZENKO had failed to 
report for work on 6th September. They stated that it was later discovered 
that GOUZENKO had stolen some money belonging to the Embassy and had hidden 
himself together with his family. Complaints were also made about the 
rude behaviour of the Canadian Police to the Embassy officials and the 
Embassy ash. r.hat urgent 'measures should be taken to seek and arrest 
GOUZENKO c*... „o hand him over for deportation as a capital criminal. In 
a further note a week later, the Embassy again asked tiro Government of 
Canada to apprehend GOUZENKO and his v/ife and without trial to hand them 
over to the Embassy for deportation to the Soviet Union. GOUZENKO 
denied the allegation forthwith and although the Department for External 
Affairs asked tho Embassy for pa.rticula.rs of the moneys stolen, these 
were never forthcoming. In the opinion of the Royal Commission these 
civclir: disposed of the theft suggestion.



-  1 9  - TOP SECRET

before

\

On the 10th October 1945 GOUZENKO made a forr.nl statement 
the Royal Comission:

"I, Igwr GOUZENKO, wish to mice the following statement of 
ry own will:

Having arrived in Canada two years ago, I wn3 surprised 
during the first day3 by the oor.rplote freedom of the individual 
which exists in Canada but does not exist in Russia. The false 
representations about the democratic countries which are 
increasingly propogatcd in Russia were dissipated daily, as no 
dying propaganda can stiind up against facts«

During two years of life in Canada, I saw the evidence of 
what a free people can do. ïïhat the Canadian people have 
accomplished and are accomplishing here under conditions of 
complete freedom - the Russian people, under the conditions of 
the Soviet regime of violence and suppression of all freedom, 
cannot accomplish even at the cost of tremendous sacrifices, 
blood and tears.

The last elections which took place recently in Canada 
especially surprised me. In comparison with them the system of 
elections in Russia appear as a mockery of the conception of 
free elections, '¿'or example, the fact that in elections in the 
Soviet Union one candidate is put forward, so that the possibilities 
of choice are eliminated, speaks for itself,

Y/hile creating a false picture of the conditions of life in 
these countries, the Soviet Government at the same time is taking 
all measures to prevent the peoples of democratic countries from 
knowing about the conditions of life in Russia. The facts about 
the brutal suppression of the freedom of speech, the mookery 
of the real religious feelings of the people, cannot penetrate 
into the democratic countries.

Having imposed its Communist regime on the people, the 
Government of the Soviet Union asserts that the Russian people 
have, as it were, their own particular understanding of freedom * 
and democracy, different from that which prevails among the 
peoples of the western democracies. This is a lie. The Russian 
people hivo the same understanding of freedom as all the peoples 
of the world. However, the Russian people cannot realise their 
dream of freedom and a democratic government on account of cruel 
terror and persecution.

Holding forth at international confereno'swith voluble 
statements about peace and security, the Soviet Government is 
simultaneously preparing secretly for the third world war. To- 
meet this war, the Soviet Government is creating in democratic 
countries, including Canada, a fifth cotumn* iu the organization 
of which even diplomatic representatives of the Soviet 
Government take part.

The announcement of the disolution of the Comintern wa3, 
probably, the greatest farce of the Communists. in recent years. 
Only the name was liquidated, with the object of reassuring 
public opinion in the democratic countries. -Actually the 
Comintern exists and continues its work, because the Soviet 
leaders have never relinquished the idea of establishing a 
Communist dictatorship throughout the world.

idea.
c.v, .

Taking into account least of all that this adventurous 
will cost millions of Russian lives, the Communists are 

hatred in the Russian people towards everything
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To many Soviet people here abroad, it is clear that the 
Communist Party in democratic countries has ohanged long ago 
from a political party into an agency net of the Soviet Government, 
into a fifth column in these countries to meet a war, into an 
instrument in the hands of the Soviet Government for creating 
artificial unrest, provocation, etc., eto.

Through numerous party agitators the Sqviet Government stirs 
up the Russian people in every possible way against the peoples of 
the democratic countries, preparing the ground for the third world 
war.

During my residence in Canada I have seen hor/ the Canadian 
people and their Government, sincerely wishing to help the Soviet 
people, sent supplies to the Soviet Union, collected money for 
the welfare of the Russian people, sacrificing the lives of their 
sons in the delivery of these supplies across the ocean - and 
instead of gratitude for the help rendered, the Soviet Government 
is developing espionage activity in Canada, preparing to deliver 
a stab in the back of Canada - all this without the knowledge of 
the Russian people.

Convinced that such double-faced politics of the Soviet 
Government towards the democratic countries do not conform with 
the interests of the Russian people and endanger the security 
of civilization, I decided to break away from the Soviet regime 
and to announce ny decision openly.

1 am glad that I found the strength within myself to take 
this step and to warn Canada and the other democratic countries 
of the danger which hangs over them.

(Sgd) GOUZENKO.

I have read the foregoing translation which was made from, 
cy original statement, in Russian, and have found it to be correct.

October 10th 1945»

(3gd) GOUZENKO. "

In the course of his interrogations GOUZENKO produced a vast 
amount of information supported by documents covering the existence of a 
complete Red Army network operating in Canada, He appeared before the 
Royal Commission, which was set up in February 1946 to examine this 
information, and was considered to be a most reliable and informative 
witness. As a result of his defection twenty persons, one of them a 
Canadian Member of Parliament and many of them holding positions in 
connection with Canadian administration, atomic energy etc., were tried 
for supplying information to a foreign power. One at least of the 
Russian espionage service networks in Canada was thus entirely broken 
up and his evidence also led to the trial and conviction in this country 
of Dr .Allan Nunn MAY. In the opinion of the Royal Commission GOUZENKO 
by his action in defecting and in providing all the information in his 
possession had "rendered great public service to the people of this 
country and thereby has placed Canada in his debt".

In December 1946 GOUZENKO made an agreement with the Cosmo
politan magazine to publish his memoirs in serial form. Ee was of 
course a completely free agent in any question relative to his private 
i.riarAsts and it was anticipated that since the espionage trials in which 
ae was giving evidence were completed, he would take up residence in 
Canada. His articles appeared during 1947 but we have not seen them.

to p  s r r r-
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Please see the attached ext m et from Z 3 JUL J94#
H A N SA R D U lU ^ K -Q V -l+ U L D X Oral Answers

H O U SE  O F COM M ON S Wrrtt rn'^UMVTrs

Dated.. 4  4  t h . J u ly  • 4 948 Column 1 1 8 2 , . . .1.1.83

D ate.........1.5 th . .J u ly .  .1948. Signatu re.

1183 Oral Answers HOUSE Ox

FILM,
“  THE IRON CURTAIN ”

v<30. Major Tufton Beamish asked the 
, etary of State for Foreign Affairs on 

w1 ; date, and with what objects Foreign 
oe representatives saw the film, "  The 

iron Curtain,”  before its public release;
¥•> -  \<

[ M a j o r  B e a m i s h . ]
and what report he has received of this 
film regarding the accuracy with which 
it exposes the aims and methods of inter
national Communism.

•

Mr. Mayhew: A representative of the 
Foreign Office was invited by the British 
Board of Film Censors to a pre-view of 
this film on the 25th June in case there 
were matters of diplomatic concern arising 
from its public exhibition in this country. 
In reply to the last part of the Question, 
I understand that the film follows closely 
the G u z e n k o  incident in the report of the

S. F o r m  270.

Royal Commission on the Canadian Spy 
Trials.

Major Beamish: Is the hon. Gentleman 
aware that, quite apart from its entertain
ment value, this film is a most accurate 
presentation of the evidence given to the 
Royal Commission, and that, if anything, 
it errs on the side of understatement.

Mr. Piratin: Stop advertising.

Mr. Mayhew: It is not for me to com
ment on that.

Lieut.-Colonel Bromley-Davenport: Has
the Soviet Ambassador in London, who 
was the Soviet Ambassador in Canada at 
that time, raised any official objection to 
the showing of this film, and if so, or. 
what grounds?

Mr. Mayhew: No, Sir.

Mr. Gallachcr: In view of the fact that 
the Minister and his hon. Friends have 
just published a centenary edition of the 
Communist manifesto, which calls for the 
overthrow of present social relations, will 
he now alter his attitude to the foul anti- 
Communist propaganda of the American 
capitalists, or does he want to read the 
book?
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I.P.I. Mr. Vickery,

I attach herewith a copy of the Canadian Royal ConuitLssion 
Report for sending on to D.I.B.

B . 1

2 3 . 7 . 4 7 R.H. Hollis.

K .*



The National Archives' reference KV-2-1419_024.jpg

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV-2-1419_025.jpg

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


tit ! \*HÀ

The National Archives' reference KV-2-1419_026.jpg

W . 669£0/3 .1 .c /iD .

10th July, 1%7*

')esr

I hare learnt from our representative 
in /ashington that DsgCefi sent to you copies 
of the 'Cosmopolitan'* far which GOUZabdO 
wrote a. number of nr-teles* e have been 
unable to g e t  .Jiff of the edition^ ourselves 
and .70ul a be very grateful if you could 
sup. ly us vrith copies of the i3aues or 
e ho to 3 tat a of Ole articles*

fours sincerely

X .3.F .
->•1. a.

, erpell.

r
U’

j —

TH(_> A ’c r i - r  
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3  (4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS
ACT 1958. S. 2-o p  \

© Crown Copyright
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Extract, from letter to I Jr. 'JhL st let hwait e , W

30th June 1947.

Dear Dick,

I have Just got your letter W, 65 of the l6th June, We will 
see if we can get the Cosmopolitan articles from Broadway, so don't 
trouble about that unless I write again.

Yours ever,

R.Thistlethwaite Esq,, 
British Embassy, 
Washington D»C.

Roger H. Hollis,

© Crown Copyright
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Extract from letter from Mr.Thistlethwaite, 7/ashington.

16th June 1947*

Dear Roger,

As regards the articles in the 'Cosmopolitan1, I shall see 
what I can do with the F.B.I. Dwyer tells me, however, that he 
has Sent back all cf them to Broadway where they should be available 
to you.

R.H.Hollis Esq., 
B.1.

Your soever,
»  *

Dick.

W »  & J 1- -

© Crown Copyright
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Extract of letter from B. 1 to to’. Thistlethv/aite,

3.1/Gen. 9th June 1947.

Dear Thistle,i

GOUZBÎKD turned an honest penny with some articles in the 
'Cosmopolitan1 which we failed to £et hold of. Could you 
P. 3.1. or R. C.M.P. to let us have copies of the issues or 
photostats of the articles?

Yours ever,

H.Thistlethv/aite Esq., 
British Embassy, 
Washington- D.C.

(&£d) Roger II.Hollis.

© Crown Copyright



Extract from letter-to D.G. from Mr. Cartmel- ^ ^  
Robinson, Lusaka, dated 5th May« Received 13«5*U7« 
Original in SF«205/N. Rhodesia.

I have been an unconscionable time replying
to your letter of January 28th, (No. PFY.6696O/DG) 
under cover of which you posted me the Report of 
the Canadian Royal Commission. It was most kind 
of you to send it and we have been very interested 
in it.

Dear Sillitoe
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9 MW 1947
CONFIDEUTIAi,

SF. 100/20/2

Ö 1*

From: H/SIFE 
Date: 23.4.47 y ̂  . i ■

To: Director General, Security Service.* -

r a w w s ,  u h ,  ^  t s *  •
With reference to your PF/66960/v/B.1 of 3rd April,

I do not think that we have a sufficiently strong;case to 
ask for la special further printing of the Canadian Royal 
Commission report. If in fact a further printing is made

iii
we should still be grateful for the extra cppies requested

\ ■* <;

Nr
, V ^ ‘

' ^ Ir H/SIFE

cty/moh

•r. » ‘ • I

.'J .

vs

*
% . . 17ÁL

Ùh

V V .

V

t â ï t
1-k)

© Crown Copyright
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S. Form 100.

F rom

SECRET TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN C1PHER

Originator's

Date of Origin__lirJbit?

Date of Receipt....?ir.A:it7 

Deciphered b y _________

*...... Office File No. . . . . 6 . 6  96Q*.

Passed for t* i 
Action t o ...............................

Copies to........... .*!?.•.................

Reference P.F/66960/y/fc.l* of October 4th 46. 

Please send further six copies*

The text of this telegram is Unparaphrased, and must not be distributed outside 
British Government Departments or Headquarters, or re-transmitted, even in cipher, without 

being Paraphrased, Messages marked ‘ O.T.P.’ need not be paraphrased.

iS13Stt) Wt.UflGl/LoQ/C /108 80.000 6/4« A.St B.W.Ltd. Gp .698 J.7231



The National Archives' reference KV-2-1419_035.jpg

Officili I (’ommunicatiiMis should ;:ot l«1 
ail«ln>wjil In i'liiiviilunlft.

T-jlcKfiun“- INTEL. BIO AW WO
Ref; Y \  f C ) 3 h .

Ç O H P I M M I A L .

ttibil ^nm tn SSnrean, v
P O  Box 5 8 3 .

BULAWAYO.

S O U T H E R N  K H O D E H A

1 7tn February, 1 947«

<•

Dear sir Percy,
^  Major Harrison is still away on i^ave, and

I am acting for him.
This is to acknowledge, with maiiy thanks, 

receipt of the Report of the Canadian R o y «1 Commission 

on soviet Espionage in Canada, which y o u  forwarded here 

under cover of your PF.6696OY/DG dated 2oth January.

As you remark, the Report makes very interesting 
reading.

Yours sincerely,

h
■ K  , ( J /-< .V. . (  ^

Sir Percy Sillitoe, C.B.E. ,
Box No. 500,

Parliament street B. 0., 
LONDON, S.W. 1.

r  /

Y\

© Crown Copyright



S. Form 81/P.G./3000/7.46. /

E X T R A C T

Extract for File No.:.... P . F .  669Ó O  r . s o x  6A37 ' COHBT. l l / ' 1 V ;  • .

Original in File N o .:..... .....d F ..Ì4: ^ G e n e r a V - 2.....VQl*£L...

1

...Receipt D a t e .............

Original from:..... ..Under Ref. !_ ... ilY n.tori- ’  0 1.7

Extracted on:.... .’+ • ^ 4 7 .

• •

.U D Ì

Coy/ of letter frcia S.I.S* re COUBr case»

Our representative in has sent us the following infonnation regarding
the Gwiss set-up in the Corby case ’

a) Alexander ABIlAMbON made three visits to Pari3 on official missions for th
I. L.O. in 19¥>» in February, April and July.

b) Mrs. DUEBiSliDOrJFMA has a sister named Rosy ittJKDI, who is a ¡3wi3s subject 
and lives at. 6 3  Bd.Viotor Hugo, Nice.

1 ■

c) lii-3. 3erthe ifcILBHIN has a relative named Mme. MACHHR, -who lives at 
26 rue Vallier, Levallois-Perret, near Pari3.

d) l/hen HEJjiBEIN recently applied in Switzerland to the French for a transit 
visa, he produced & letter of recommendation from the "chef au bureau des 
passports americain'* at Washington.

e) Prior to her departure from Geneva in 1940 Helena R'JilNOWlTS v/as friendly 
with the following individuals :-

V.'fMIiiilHTIHFF, a woman, residing at 6 rue Michel Chauvet, Geneva. Formerly 
an employee of the I. L#0. , subject now runs a pension at the above address. 
Nationality unknown but not Swiss.

PTO. ■ • '



3T3IÎÎIG and wife, Jews, ex—I. L.Û. or League of Nations, believed 
by informant to have left for ¡South America.

A certain Line. Mia GliSLLY of 6 rue de la Rotisserie,Geneva, Latvian 
by birth and Swiss by marriage to Louis. GETiLY,' conssrvataur Beaux— 
Arts. Reported to hold very pro-Russian views.

* c * ■ ,

Our Swiss representative states that it is almost certain that 
STLHIIG is identical with one Leon STKEHIG, born 6.60IS98 at Trembowla (?), 
Austria-Hungary, ex-Austrian national, of 5 rue Toepffer, Geneva. STSINIG, who 
described hinself as a U.N. 0. secretarial official, was granted a transit visa for 
the 1J.IC. en route to the TJ.S.A. on 1 i+. 10.1^. on behalf of U.N. 0. He holds no 
passport, but travelled on a certificate of identity dated 29.6.7A2, issued at 
Washington D.C. > valied for an unlimited period. S'ilEHilG is now said to be 
living in the U. 3. A. , and with the backing of influential Jewish friends was 
recently appointed head of the Opium Board of U. N. 0. in replacement of a Swede 
who was dismissed. ’ 1

Vfe have no trace of any of the additional names' mentioned in 
the report, and nothing is known to their detriment b y our representative.

M. 3erpell,Es^o, 
iti* X. 5.

Y o u t 3 Sincerely,

. * A/*. •*»
.  - * “W. 't. t

for Brigadier



.TaiyijAnriii

. F .  3 0 -1 4 -3 2  , . / o

oopy f o r  B . 3 . 0  
" " PP 66960

¿ o t h  JunuiLiy 11

Jj.I.’C. yfrica.
» • \

s'
.ith reference to ynux L:,/?./21) cf 

1st Uovcuber 1 cji\Gm
I enclose the further copy of the 

i e i’ort 011 the .Virtu-Mi tui iyjfc Jaao for '..nich yua 
asked.

I Uiii aori.y there uua been auue aolu; 
in sending yo. til ls ,  uut the xei-Oita are ntr.v in 
v c i y  short supply and d i f f i c u l t  to ',et noli of.

j i u / ^ n i
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Draft Letter to Commissioner S.T.Wood, C.M.G.,
R*C.M#P., JUstice Building, 
OTTAWA.

For Signature by D.G.

Approved by

Date 18.12.46.
No. of Copies 3

Oup Ref. EF/66960/Y/DO

Their Ref.
Despd. 1 6 . 1 2 .4 6 .

SECRET AND PERSONAL.

Dear

I am very grateful to you for your letter of

12th December, telling me that Igor GOUZENKO plans 

to publish his memoirs in serial form in the 

Cosmopolitan magazine. X will arrange to get 

copies of this and shall read them with interest.

I fully understand the position to which you refer 

in your second paragraph, that you are unable to 

exercise control over the particulars which 

GOUZENKO may wish to publish.

I will of course observe your request that the 

information you now send me should be treated as 

personal and confidential.

May I take this opportunity of sending you m y 

kindest personal regards and best wishes for the

coming year.

B. Fo r m  181/B.P./8000/11.41

-Yours sincerely,
Continue overleaf i f  necessary.

©  Crown Copyright
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CONFIDENTIAL

PFY.66960/D0 28th January 1947.

Dear

I promised to send you a copy of the 
Report of the Canadian Royal Commission on 
Soviet espionage in Canada, I am afraid it 
has been a long time in coming, but this has 
been due to difficulties in getting supplies 
SB the Canadians greatly underestimated the 
demand there would be for the document. 
However, we have at last managed to get a few 
copies and I think you will find that the one 
I am sending you makes interesting reading.

Yours sincerely,

H.F. Cartmel-Robinson, Esq.,
C.M.G-. , 0,B. E. ,

Acting Governor,
Lusaka,
Northern Rhodesia.

© Crown Copyright



„ ̂ ¡l N  i lAL

PFY.6 6 9 6 0/ DO. 28th January 1

Dear
I promised Surgey to send you a copy of 

the Report of the Canadian Royal Commission on 
Soviet espionage in Canada. I am afraid it 
has been a long tine in coming, but this has 
been due to difficulties in getting supplies 
as the Canadians greatly underestimated the 
demand there would be fo™ the document. 
However, we have at last managed to get a few 
copies and I think you will find that the one 
I am sending you makes interesting reading.

I am also sending a copy to Harrison.

Colonel J.K. Ross, 
Commissioner,
B.S.A. Police Headquarters, 
P.0. Box 5Q9,
Salisbury,
Southern Rhodesia.

Yours sincerely



rf  a L N  i k

PP*66960Y/DG
2 8 th January 1947

Dear Ji/-

I promised to send you a copy of the 
Report of the Canadian Royal Commission on 
Soviet espionage in Canada. I am afraid it 
has been a long time in coming, but this has 
been due to difficulties in getting supplies 
as the Canadians greatly underestimated the 
demand there would be for the document. However, 
we have at last managed to get a few copies and 
I think you will find that the one I am sending 
you makes interesting reading.

I have also sent a copy to the Commissioner.

Yours sincerely,

Major F.W. Harrison, 
H . Q . , B.S.A. Police, 
Bulawayo,
S. Rhodesia.

/
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in
« I  t. C O E ^ «  S P O N D E N C t  »C  B E  A O O B r S 3 E D . 

T H E  C O M M IS S IO N E R  
R C  M P O U C E  

C i  i » W » :m ■

R o y a l  C a n a d i a n  M o u n t e d  P o l i c e
o t  T I C E  O f  T H E  O M M I S S I O N E R

O t t a w a

DecemDer 1 2 t h ,  1946,

Secret and Personal

Dear Si;? Percy,
You may care to know that Igor Gouzenko 

has recently entered into an agreement with Cosmopolitan 
magazine to publish his memoirs in serial form. The 
first of these articles will appear in the February 
issue of the magazine referred to and will be followed 
by three or four further instalments.
2. I am passing this information to you as 
I felt it would be of interest. Igor Gouzenko is 
contracting directly with Cosmopolitan magazine and is, 
of course, a completely free agent in connection with 
any question relative to his private interests. Under 
the circumstances, we will of course not be in any 
position to exercise control over the particulars which 
will appear in Cosmopolitan in due course.
3. As soon as the espionage trials are 
completed here, it is anticipated that Gouzenko will 
then take up his residence in Canada as a result of the 
financial resources which are at his disposal, by virtue
of the contract made with Cosmopolitan and my understanding 
is that at this latter Juncture the articles will be 
followed by the publication of a book.
4. I am informing Mr* J. Edgar Hoover of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation in Washington of the facts 
outlined above but would very much appreciate the matter 
being treated as personal and confidential, for the time 
being at all events.

With kindest personal regards.

Yours sincerely,

S. T. Wood

Sir Percy Sillitoe, C.B.E.,Box No. 500, Parliament St.,
B*0.,

LONDON, S.W.l, England.

© Crown Copyright
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S « 0, B f Mr. Hollis.

On his return from South Africa, the D.G. has 
asked me to find out from you whether copies are 
available of the Canadian Royal Commieion Report 
to be sent to the following people:-

1. H. F. 0 ar tmel-Rob inson, Esq. , C.L:.G. f O.B.E. , 
Acting Governor,
Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia.

3. Lieut.Colonel H.G. Seward, ^

U. Major F.IV. Harrison, 
Headquarters,
B.S.A. Police, 
Bulawayo,
South Africa.

O

Headquarters, 
B.3.A. Police 
Bulawayo,
South Africa. |v U» ’

gratet ui 
despatch.

If copies are available, ^ 
teful if you would kindly the D.G. would be 

h^ange for their

D.G. Sec
U .  1 2 . U & 7

/
/■
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OLPRRCE SECJniïï OFiICE, EGYPT, 
GFRERa L REa DCuaRTLhS,

¿ü . t •. L • £ .

P S ( E ) 2 0 / 2 / o

22nd N o v e m b e r  1346.

Dear
.(Yvitit href erence to your letter 

PF/66960/Y/B.1 dated 7th October 1946.

I would oe very grateiul ii you 
could send me a second copy oi tne Report 
oi the Canadian Royal Commission on tne 
espionage case in Canada, as i have had 
several reouests from ofiicial contacts 
who would like to read this case.

A \ .  A ( --Ú !

I have also been asKed by an 
oliicial oi tne Palace whether it would 
be possible to outain a copy for H..n. King 
iarouk, who would like to retain it if 
there is no objection.

Yours sincerely,
o .  ~

(G.J . JLimits)
ç r >  — .

Sir Percy Sillitoe, C.b.E., 
Box ho. 500,
Parliament Street b.Q.,
LOR DOh , S • Vv • 1 •

GJJ /DiiicC

21  NOV 1946

© Crown Copyright



S. I. II. E. 9

General Headquarters,

Kiddle East Land Force

SB.:E/00k/l29/T/BS

Director-General, 
Box No. JOC, 
Parliament 3t. B.C., 
L 0 N D  0 IT, S.Y,r. 1

Brigadier Roberts has asked r.e to than!: you for 
your PP/6696o/r/B*l of the 7th October, enclosing a copy 
of the Report of the Canadian Royal Commission on the 
espionage case in Canada.

Upon reading this report, we find it of suoh 
interest that we were wondering if you could let us 
have a further two copies of it. If this could be 
done we should be most grateful.

/ /p • • • • * tl i

.1 9

for Brigadier, G.S.

1c th November 1946

IPS.
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V*  ^  ( c 5 7  ¿  J

C . r / 2 4 T 3 .

PH_X>

' 3  a  ¿  W B * ~

„ . -7 »  ‘Í
ß> i  <- ^  ___

P.0. Box 449* 
PRETORIA.

18th October,1946.

Dear Sir Percy,
I writer to thank you for 

your letter PF/6696O/Y/B.1 of the 7th 
inst.. and for the copy of "The Report of the 
Canadian Royal Commission", which you were 
kind enough to send to me. I am very 
pleased to have my own copy although I had 
an opportunity of a sight of a copy from 
our External Affairs Department. I may 
say I was particularly interested and am 
giving the matter further study.

Again thanking you 
Yours— ^.nce

{ - J $

BRIGADIER .
Sir Percy Sillitoe,

P.0. Box 500,
LONDON,S.W.I.,

England.

© Crown Copyright

\ä



P-P- 66960/Y/B.3»c

22nd November 19h6

S  • L  • 0  •
Nairobi

With reference to your Sa / 2/29 
of 1st November, I am sorry that at 
the moment we are unable to send you 
a further copy of the Royal C o m 
mission Report, as they are very 
difficult to obtain owing to the 
fact that the Canadians only made 
a limited printing of them. tfe have 
however, got a new edition of the 
Civil Security Review, which is with 
the printers» This pontains a

ort summary of the Canadian c a s e , 
and may help you out for the time 
being until we cun send you another 
copy of the noyal Commission Report*

Director General

■'k
/
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Telegrdifis: 'SUBSIDED'*, Nairobi 
Telephone: Nairobi 3364.

c/o  East African Governors’ Conference 
P.O. Box 601

Nairobi, Kenya / V , * \

i

fa -

or. ■
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2.
3.
4.
5.
6 .

7.
8 .  

9.
10.
11.

1 2 .

13.

14.

15.
16.
17.

18.

1 . Office of Second oecret-iry, Volenko. 
Secretary of Aitipessador technical), T'rs. 
Office of Ambassador Zarubin.

R e i o c h v o s t  i k o n .
L
f

Landing.
Stairway up to third "lour.
Stairway up to second floor.
Vestibule.
Office of Consul and Second Secretary Pavlov. 
Toilet•
Toilet.
Corridor (and stairs to Secret Room).
Cipher Room for Military Attache.
Cipher Room for the Ambassador and Commercial Councillor 
(Steel Door).
Same as No. 13. Large safe a s well as incinerator for 
burning secret documents (Steel Door).
Corridor.
Small room - suspect radio set of tIKTJ in it.
Room for writing telegrams for Commercial councillor 
(small incinerator here).
Cipher room for NKVb.



CON F I D E N T I A L D e f e n c e  Security Office, 
Half-Way Tree P.0. 

Kingston,
J a m a i c a •

R / K 2 7 )
y 1

u
2 2 nd October, 1946.

D i r e c t o r  General,

R e ference y o u r  PF.66960/Y/B.1  of the 4th 
October, 1946, enclosing a copy of the Report of 
the C a n a d i a n  Royal Commission.

2. I am writing on b e half of ut. Col. K irby Green 
to thank y o u  for sending us this Report, which Is 
of abso r b i n g  Interest; not least because the 
case was very b adly reported In the local press - 
Indeed It was hardly reported at all, and It is 
Invaluable to have the official account for reference

3 . I shall of course, show y o u r  letter and the 
Report itself to Col, Kirby G ree n directly he returns 
to Jamaica,

for Senior Defence Security Officer
Caribbean Area. *

Sir Percy Sillitoe, C.B.E,
Box No. 500, Parliament Street B,0. 
London. S.W. 1.
E n g l a n d .
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Defence Security Office 
Dodecanese District* 
MELF 2«

Ootober 21st* 1946*

Box 500*
Parliament Street B*0* 
London*
S.W.1*

1946
« %

Ref your PF/66960/Y/fe .1 dated the 7th* Oot*

1 have to acknowledge receipt of the report 
of the Canadian Royal Commission, addressed to my Predecessor, 
SIMES, which is of exceptional interest to me personally, as 
a Canadian*

I can promise it a good circulation amongst
those interested*

S/Ldr.
(P  .G •M0GrIBBON ) • ‘

D e fe n c e  S e o u r i t y  O f f i c e r *

PGlfl/WCH. *
«

J & z z C  I / b i .



2 9 OCT ?94£
TELEPHONE:

B. 098.
T e l e g r a p h ;

S U B S ID E D , C A N B E R R A .

.

• i

C O M M O N W E A L T H  O F A U S T R A L IA .

COM M ONW EALTH INVESTIGATION BRANCH,  

CA N BERRA, A.C.T.,

in  R e p l y , p l e a s e  Q u o t e  n o  ...............

'I

v
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Downing Street, ,
S. W 1.
„  <7 % ~

<?& October, 1946.

With this letter I am returning the 
Report of the Canadian Royal Commission set up 
to investigate the communication of confidential 
information to agents of a foreign power, which 
you sent me under cover of your letter 
No.PS.66960/Y/B3C of the 11th of October. It
really is a most interesting rep< O  'ï “S'-

I understand that you will have already 
sent copies to your D. S.Q.s and that you are 
considering the question of sending copies also 
to your representatives in West Africa, and 
that the Report will therefore be made available 
to Governors in this way.

I am sending a copy of this letter to 
¡aav£v Garby (Foreign Office) and will be grateful if

! he will pass this information to Matthews (D. I.D.) 
v/ho asked me by telephone some days ago whether 
we would like^copie^s of the report to send to 
Colonies. Yeifwill^see/ifrom this letter that 

it has in fact already been arranged with the 
Security Service to make it available to 
Governors of territories likely to be concerned.

\/

M.E*W. CLAYTON, ESQ.
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D E F E N C E  S E C U R IT Y  O FF IC E ,  

A U B E R G E  DE C A S T IL L E ,  

Y A L E T T A ,

M A LTA .

Di ree tor-General 
Security Service 
London, S.W.l.

16th October, 1946

— — —  , y t,u

In the i^äence of Perfect in Cairo
I am writing tp^lthank you for your letter 
PF/66960/Y/B.i. of the 4th October enclosing a 
copy of the report of the Canadian Royal Commission 
on the espionage case in Canada.

As I have already read several extracts 
from this report in the "News Review" I was more 
than anxious to get a copy of the full report, and 
this will be read with great interest, especially 
those particular passages mentioned in your letter. 
As it is understood from you that this report has 
no security grading and is on aLe in Canada? I will 
certainly lend it to one or two of my official 
contacts here to whom I feel it will be of interest.

A

THIS IS A C O P Y  
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION



//

g?/66960A .

D.D’.'G* Captain Liddell. 2 .'>

/ f c , ' .■v„i

I attach herewith a copy of Fa-.]4arribtt * s note on the

H o n o r l - i n n  n a s e  . u b O U t  w h i c h
„ « « 1  re 4-./̂  1-Tv Holi 'I i

33.1 JSecretary.
2 5 .1 0  J+&7

1
1
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COLLEGE I

Ref:No: 2679 l^th October 1946

Director-General«
Í U - J L

Thank you for your PP/66960/Y/B.1 . of 4 th 
October enclosing the report on the espionage case in Canada«

I note that there are no limitations on its 
circulation and that it has no secrecy grading and I shall 
therefore see to it, as suggested by you, that the report is 
made available to such members of the Colonial Goverrment and 
Portress Headquarters as are interested«

Assistant tfe/ence Security. Officer.



i ; F  •  c 6 9 6 u / Y / . : ; r X i 1 Ath Oct ber 191*6

D e a r  J r e w ,

i attach herewith r copy'of the .inert of the 
Royal coiOMissien indanadn on the soviet j ^ i o n ^ ^ e  case. 
I should be gr teful if you could lot me have it back 
in due course.

As regards oui? conversation, I nave ha,, a t l k  
with ciollir. The facte are that the report has been 
Civen a considerable write up in the uunday Disn?tch, the 
.eekly kevie.v, The Times ond in a special news letter 
called Tidings, the editor of which is Douplas deed.
The tationoi*y 1 ffice here, in order tc meet various 
demands, have on order 1 ,1*00 copies from Canada, 1*00 
of v;hich I understand hove been earnarkea for the 
•oroigh Lxfice for dispatch tw their representativessorufiC« ,o  Li"iVc j *->*.*0e ^ - a  — x< x.u - _ - —
in form which v;e consider appropriate for distribution
to the lianaping Directors of the various factories
with .;ho-,/e are in contact in relation to secret contracts

rerhaps ¿.hen you have had a look at the volume 
we could have a further.talk on the atter.

Yours sincerely,

J.A. Drew, do.,., 
Cabinet effice,
Great George dtreet.

«



Downing Street,
3 .  W „  1 .

^0 c t ob er, 19U6.

Thank you very much indeed for sending me 
a copy of the Royal Commission Report under 
cover of your letter PS.66960/Y/B3C of the 
11th of October 19U6* I will certainly let you 
have it back just as soon as I can*

One of the reasons why I was so anxious to 
read this report was to see whether it was worth 
while sending copies to all or some Governors as 
a warning of the sort of thing that can happen* 
When you and Hollis have read it I will be 
grateful for your views on this point.

• • i

M. E. W. CLAYTON ESQ,



(A
Brig. S. N. 3H00SMITH, 

from D.S.O., O.B.E.,
Telephone Herford 211 8
Your Reference PF/_66$f69,̂ Y/jB. 1 
Our Reference HÇ.INT.DIV/bO/113

Intelligence Biv is ion,
70 Headquarters,
CONTROL COMMISSION FOR GERMANY

(BRITISH ELEMENT),
A* Q*R*

October, 1946

i ts
Thank you very much indeed for the copy of the 

Report of the Canadian Royal Commission. It was most 
kind of you to take the trouble to send me this copy 
and I am v e r y  grateful. It will take a certain amount 
of reading by my chaps in the section concerned and 
they are extremely interested and are finding it of 
very great value.

Captain Cuy M. Liddell, 
BOX No. 500,
Parliament Street B.O., 
London, S.W. 1.

L -



h ’S  ì . /.'
PI\, 669 6\ ;/('/''> j e .

11 th October 1940

:-!y dear

M-re.vith ai 1cííj_. x.a;t the Koyai
G i;í.í* ¿xr.- a.L L*2i *;j li. cat.

2'ay I .Icu.'C have it back when you 
h _ve i*u J.dU„U . .ith it since ¿ve only iuwo n 
liuiittd nnnbor i f co^iu- ?nu the rentiers 
v.-aitin , liât (inoladiiiX ¿iiyaclf) i.f enoraouü

Yoars

d «u* b a t e — j  .  y

Colini J. Office.

E n o .
■:\'A)/.d ì.
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B. 3.c. Mr.Clayton.

1V/66960A. 

C T

' O - d .

Herewith copy No* 7 of tho Canadian Royal Commission 
Report. Would you pleaso lot mo have it back as soon as

Mr.Bates has finished with it?

B.l Sec.
10.10.46.

— s

I  lN̂ EPARn^  m ^ - eLETA'm >

lisss^-sass?",
A M ' o T
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EP.66960(B3o)

9th OotDber 1946.
Dear Mason,

With reference to your letter SA/2/26 of 
23ixl September, I sd afraid this crossed with 
our outward letter to you» FF.66$»oO/r/B.1 of 4th 
October with which we enclosed a copy of the full 
report by the Royal Cosmicsion which investigated 
the Canadian espionage case.

We were unable to send you more than one copy 
of this owing to the very limited number at our disposal 
but since the document is so comprehensive, I suggest 
that onoe you have read it yourself, you should circulate 
it to all Directors of Intelligence and Security in your 
area who will, I am cure, find it a most valuable 
publicati on.

Yours sincerely,

(sgd) M.T.E. Clayton* 
3ir Percy SlUitoe.

O.J. Mason, Esq
SLO EAST AimCA.

ITEC/DB.
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THE CANADIAN ESTIOÏÏAGE CASE.

A. Introduction«
Early in September 194-5» Igor GOUZENKO, a Soviet 

national employed as a cypher clerk in the office of the Soviet Military 
Attache in Ottawa, called at the Headquarters of the Royal Canadian Counted 
Police and offered to give information about an espionage network operated 
by the Russians in Canada. In support of his story, OUZENKD produced a 
considerable number of documents which he had abstracted from the Military 
Attache*s safe« These were not, of course, all the documents available, 
but were merely representative samples selected by GOUZENKO as illustrations 
of the aocuraoy of his story. They included the following:-

(a) Dossiers referring to certain of the agents operated 
by the military Attache«

(b) Copies of telegrams exchanged between the Military 
Attaohe and the Director of Red Aray Intelligence in Moscow.

(c) Miscellaneous papers, including draft telegrams to 
Moscow, dealing with seoret work.

The subsequent intensive, end in the circumstances 
necessarily protracted, interrogation of GOUZETTKO by the R.C.M.P. during 
the course of which nothing emerged to cast doubts upon the accuracy of his 
story, was followed by the appointment on 5.2.M> by the Canadian Government 
of a Royal Commission to enquire into and report upon the whole matter. The 
proceedings of the Royal Co,mission, %vhich took place in oamera, included not 
only an examination of GOUZENKO himself, and the documents he produced, but 
also the examination of all persons directly or indirectly implicated by his 
evidence. Of these persons, thirteen were, simultaneously with the public 
announcement on 15.2.46 of the setting up of the Commission, detained by virtue 
of Orders made under the Defence of Canada Rules. The remainder were summoned 
to give evidence under sub-poena.

The Royal Commission, from time to time, made interim 
reports on its progress, and following upon each such report, formal charges 
were preferred against such of the persons as had been examined, and against 
whom it was considered that a prima facie case of an offence against the 
Official Mecrets Acts had been established. In the event, charges under the 
Official Secrets Acts have now been preferred against all thirteen detainees, 
together with two others not originally detained, while in addition the man 
Alan Nunn MAY has already been convicted in this country, while another,
Sam CARR, the National Organiser of the Canadian Communist Party, has evaded 
arrest.

B. Direction of Network.
The organisation reported upon by GOUZENKO was directed by 

the Intelligence Department of the Red Army, and its head in Canada was Colonel 
ZABOTIN, the Soviet Military Attache. Its object was intelligence on the widest] 
scale, but it is evident that the major!ty of the agent3 were mainly chosen 
with an eye to their ability to obtain access to secret information of a type 
which would be of interest to military Intelligence.

By the spring of 1945» one of ZABOTIN*s principal assignments 
vus to obtain information about the atomic bomb, and it is clear that this teak

/was
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waa regarded in Moscow sb of firat-r ite priority. A t  the aame time, only 
one agent, on far os is known, wr. offactively employed for this purpose, 
while aa reoently os August 1945 "*A:A TTU waa told by foaoow to continue 
simultaneously tu acquire information about the Army and Air ?orce, in 
accordance with a very detailed directive. He waa, for exwiple, instructed 
to ascertain the location of certain specified Canadian and formations,
and even the location of the Brazilian Infantry •‘Ivinicn,

yjui'.'.'’Til oime to ' ttavia towards the enu of 1943* Ho on his
arrival, and forthwith took over and enlargod n network which had been 
organised by luu predecessor bOKoLCV about a year earlier. Thin nucleus, 
apart from ita mailer size, differed mainly from the network subsequently 
run by himself in that contact with ?t had been primarily maintained through 
two members of the Canadian Gcnmunist arty, namely .am CAHii (who is the 
National Organiser) and Fred Rf:;»1:, an Ah TIN, although on instruct ions
from Moscow he kept himself in the Uvsk; nvjr.-J, notified these arrangements 
by substituting direct contact between ‘.he more important agents and members 
of hia own staff, JAUR and beiiv xv served in the main for the still
important role of tnlent spottera ami rdvi rerc. for contact purposes 
ZAB; xiN not only useu his Assistant iliAory Attaches, but also his clerks, 
chauffeurs, a doorrsan, and tlie ’S *«?t iooreta.-y of the Embassy. In this 
connection 01'-» < ixac pointed out that most of the staff of the ’ ilitary
Attache wore bfficora of tiie Aed ir.iy, lie himself being a lieutenant, and that 
their apparent positions bore little ¿'elation to their true Importance.
PAhUi'In'a chauffeur, for example, was in reality a Captain in the Red Army.

C. Comnoaitlon of hotwoi-k.
Criminal proceedings are still in progress end it will be 

appreciated therefore that much investigation yet remains to be carried out 
before It will be possible finally to determine the exact number of 
persons implicated. wor the purpo^cc of t-da note, however, It is sufficient 
to nay that with the exception of bon C-iRR, ?red ROBB and one other, all the 
agents against \nvxx charges liave been preferred were, or had been, in Covemnent 
employment in rooponsible ponitlonn, t«no that nil were persons of intelligence 
and educo -ion. vhua eight were University graduates, and the departments 
where they w e r e  employed included the Rational Research Council, the epsrtraent 
of External ffAirs, the Department of Minitiona and dupply, the office of the 
U.K. High Cawniasloner and the three Bervieas.

J). Motivation of Agents.
The Royal Coimnission reported that perhaps the most startling; aspect 

of the entire network was the uncanny success with which the Russians were able 
to find Canadinm who were willing to betray their country. In this connection 
they found that it had been "overwhelmingly established by the evidence through
out that the Communist movement waa the principal base Within which the 
eapionage network was recruited; and that it not only supplied personnel with 
adequately dovelopnd Motivation, but provided the organisational framework wherein 
reorultin c* uld b<? and was carried out safely and efficiently." The; find no 
evidence that nonn-:*r;/ incentive plnyed an important part in the original 
motivation of those persons, though ouna of money were in due course loter paid 
to a nmber of the a;cnV'. kcr theae, receipts were on occasion demanded 
and the Atn- ineion ruu_ect that those could preaunably be used for blackmail 
purposes if necessary.

But they find that the evidence shows that in the great majority of 
cases motivation was inextricably linked with courses of psychological 
development carried on under the guise of nativities of a secret section of 
the Communist Party.

It seems to be the general policy of the Com.uniat party id dis
courage certain select.d sympathisers from Joining the party openly. Ona object



of this is thought to be that it assists in gaining control of a nu ber of 
organisations* But there would appear to be a further object, viz to 
accustom the adherent gradually to an atmosphere and an ethic of conspiracy.
The technique of subjecting a person over a period of time to conditions of 
secrecy seems calculated to develop a psychology of a double life and double 
standards* further one effect of this prolonged habituation to conspiratorial 
methods is to isolate the person from the great mass of the Canadian people*

The Commission studied the methods pursued in the study groups or 
"cells" and find that the curriculum was designed to weaken the loyalty of 
the member towards his society as such* The effeot of the courses seems 
to be a gradual development of a sense of divided loyalties or, in extreme 
cases, of a transferred loyalty*

A further objective is gradually to inculcate a habit of complete 
obedience to the dictates of the party hierarchy and to instil in the mind of 
the member the view that obedience to the organisation takes precedence over 
his loyalty to Canada* The Commission find it significant that not a single 
one of ihe Canadians approached ever suggested that they contemplated taking 
the one loyal or legal course of action - reporting the criminal request to the 
Canadian authorities* They regard this as a striking illustration of the 
efficiency of the Communist study [ roupB in inducing a motivation in clearly 
illegal party assignments*

The evidence suggests that at each stage of "development" the 
adherent is kept in i./iornnoe of the wider ramifications and real objects of 
the organisation*

It al30 appeaz*s th;t anti-se itism and the natural reactions of 
persons of .Jewish origin to racial discrimination was one of the factors played 
upon by recruiting agents* In some cases a desire for companionship and 
intellectual discussion may have played its part* In the vast majority 
one important element would seem to have been propaganda carried out by the 
Communists for various measures of social reform in Canada* In associating 
such domestic propaganda with the external propaganda of the particular 
foreign state, the Communists were following the successful technique of 
modern advertising such as a pretty face is used for advertising cigarettes*

The report suggests that it is by these meanB that a nunber of 
young Canadians, who began with a desire to advance causes which they considered 
worthy, were induoed into joining Communist study groups. They were then 
persuaded to keep their membership secret and were later led along the 
ingenious psychological development courses until, under the influence of 
sophisticated and unscrupulous leaders, they were pernuaded to engage in 
illegal activities* Essentially what happened was the transplanting of a 
conspiratorial technique first developed in less fortunate countries to 
promote an underground struggle against tyranny to a democratic society 
where it is oingularly inappropriate*

E* Method of Recruitment*

The following extract from the Royal Commission report gives a 
clear account of the way in which agents were recruited:-

"EAliuTIN found already in existence in Ottawa, Montreal and 
Toronto numerous study groups where Communist philosophy and 
techniques were studied and where writings of '.'arx, Engels, 
Lenin and later authors were read and discussed. To out* 
aiders these groups adopted various disguises, such as social 
gatherings, music-listening groups and groups for dis
cussing international politics and economics. In some

/at
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at least of these groups dues were collected and the money 
used for various purposes including assistance to Communist 
Party leaders# and the purchase of Communist literature.
"These study groups were in fact •cells* and were the 
recruiting centres for agents, and the nediua of development 
of the necessary f^ame of mind which was a preliminary 
condition to eventual service of the Soviet Union in a more 
practical way.
Occasionally these groups were visited by higher Party officials 
who kept in close contact vdth them and obviously reported to 
Colonel r.AB)TIN as to the ability of •candidates' to become 
full fledged agents.
"When it was found that the candidates fulfilled all these 
requirements# they ware definitely recruited as •agents* and 
tasks were then assigned to them.
"The technique rev «»led by the documents is as follows: a 
senior member of the Canadian Communist Party, such as Sam 
CARR, the National Organiser of the Party, or Fred R CC, the 
ouebeo organiser# would propose certain Communists to one of 
ZABOTIN'a Russian colleagues as potential espionage agents.
Col.ZABOTIN would get details about the •candidate', including 
his 'possibilities' - that is# place of work and the kind of 
information to which he had access - and vould send this to Moscow. 
Moscow would then telegraph hApoTIlI permission or refusal to use 
this particular 'candidate'. The evidence is that Moscow would 
first make an independent check# which according to ’ ourVENKO was 
done through one of the parallel systems of networks.
"Sometimes Moscow- would take the initiative in suggesting to 
CABOTIN some communist in Canada to be contacted and enlisted 
for espionage work. The evidence in that Moscow made this 
suggestion on the basis of lists of non-Russian Oonnunints whose 
names and dossiers# perhaps unknown to themselves# -were kont on 
file in Moscow.
"The evidence shows that the espionage recruiting agents made use 
in their work of reports, including psychological reports# on 
Canadian Communists which had been p epared as port of the routine 
of the secret •cell* organisation of that Party. Apparently these 
reports were prepared on various individual Communists by other 
Corartunista who had got to know theta through Joint membership in 
a *tudy-group. The psychological reports would then be passed 
up through the pyramid of cells and made available to senior 
Cormunists for such purposes as the latter considered necessary.
Such reports obviously facilitate selection of Canadian Communists 
for invitation to engage in espionage activity and assist the Russians 
in determining the uethod of approach. A preliminary feeling out 
of the selected recruit# before the latter realised the sinister 
purposes for which he was being considered could also be made within 
the frame v/orlc of normal Conaunist Party activities and organisation# 
and there is also evidence that this m s  part of the technique of 
recruiting."

Since so many of the individuals comprising these groups were 
in responsible positions# and having regard to the use which it is known that 
ROSE had for many years made of one of the individuals involved, it is

/highly
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highly probable that for some •while before the Russians were in direct contact 
with individual members» these groups had been used by the Communist Party of 
Canada for the purpose of acquiring information for its own purposes* In 
these circumstance?» the actual recruitment of a particular individual by or 
on behalf of the Russians merely represented a slight change ofgemphasis 
in an existing state of affairs» and scarcely confronted him or her with any 
very new moral problon to solve* To that extent, therefore, the details of the 
way in which each individual finally become a Soviet agent are of less 
importance than the earlier history of the way in which, by their Communist 
associations, they had been gradually conditioned for the purpose* One 
exBuqple, however, may be given, since it shows the ease with which the 
Russians could take over and use the services of individuals who had been 
disciplined in undercover groups*

One of the agents was a certain Captain Cordon LUNAN, by 
profession a Commercial artist but during the war seconded from the Army to 
the Canadian War-Time Information Bureau* He had been a member of the Communist 
Party for some years and was a regular attender at meetings of underground 
members of the Communist Party*

One day he met Fred ROSE, well known to him, and was told by the 
latter that there was a certain un-named individual whom he would like him 
to meet. A few days later, on arrival at his office, he found on his desk 
ap anonymous note inviting him to meet an unidentified person at a street 
corner in Ottawa. LUNAN duly kept the appointment and there met a stranger 
whom he subsequently discovered to be one of the Soviet Assistant Military 
Attaches* The latter handed him a type-written documents consisting of 
instructions as to the way in which ho was to take on a group of three agents. 
Notwithstanding the fact that LUNAN had little knowledge of his three 
collaborators (one of whom was actually a cookiete stranger to him) he appears 
quite readily to have accepted the assignment, and to have proceeded forth
with to establish contact with his sub-agents and to carry out the instructions 
which he had received from the Russian*

There remain two agents, Nunn MAY and Emma V-OIKIN, both of whom 
were directly recruited by the Russians* In the case of MAY, the original 
recruitment must have taken place in England, although no details are 
available, since it is known that ZABOTIN had to be informed by Moscow 
of the password he should use for making contact. It is known that Moscow 
had suggested that contact should be effected through T'red ROSE, but that 
7.AB0TIN had countered with the suggestion that this would be better done througb 
one of his own Officers. To this Moscow agreed* In the case of ”'OIf'IN, the 
hi tory of her recruitment was that following upon the rejection by her 
employing department of her application to work in Russia, she applied to the 
Soviet Embassy in Ottawa for employment there. This was refused, but in turn 
she was told that there were other ways in which she could help the Soviet 
Union, namely by sMpplying information about her work, and this she agreed to do* 
'OIEIN is of Russian blood*

Method of Operation*
One of the remarkable features of this case is the extent to which 

members of the Embassy Staff have themselves established direct contact with 
the agents. Thus Major ROGOV, the assistant Military Attache (Air) was in 
direct touch with Sam CARR and three other agents. The first named hb.b contacted 
through the intermediary of a leading undercover member of the Communist Party 
to whom RiJGOV would telephone messages in a pre-arranged form, as a result of 
which the actual meeting took plaoe later between ROGOV and CARR at a time and 
plaoe also nominated by the telephone message. It appears also that ROGOV had 
regular meetings with CARR which took plaoe perhaps as often as once a week.
Such meetings are known to have taken plaoe out of doors at a street corner,

/in
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in a car and in the intermediary*s house* LUNAN was seen about once a month 
by ROGOV, usually between nine and ten in the evening, but on each occasion 
at a different meeting place. A member of LUiIaN*s group, nets directly 
contacted by ROGOV after it became apparent that the information he was 
supplying was too technical for LGTTAN to understand. Accordingly after 
the introduction had been effected he met ROGOV at regular intervals, the 
tine and place being settled by a telephone message in a pre-arranged form.

With regard to the other agents already mentioned, it is known 
that at one time or another all of them, with three exceptions, had direct 
Russian contacts, all of them members or former members of the Military Attache's 
own staff, the only exceptions being the First Secretary and the Tass 
representative, both of whom had been concerned with the earlier organisation 
set up by ZA1?GTIN's predecessor. All such contacts appear to share the 
oharacteristic that they were effected in person either at pre-arranged intervals 
or at the instance of the Russians, and that in the main they took plaoe out 
of doors. In one instance it is known that an agent left espionage material 
concealed in a wash room adjoining a dentist's waiting room and that from 
there it was collected by a Russian. It is believed that the dentist was 
quite qnuware of what was going on.

The second fe ture of interest was the very close control 
even in matters of detail, exercised by Moscow. They were supplied not only 
with full details of the character, background and potentialities of each 
agent, but they were also kept informed of the exact method by which they 
were handled and contacted, and Moscow in turn not only supplied detailed 
assignments for each agent, but also directed and criticised the actual 
mechanics of their handling. In the third plaoe, a very substantial part 
of the material supplied by the agents was in the form of original documents, 
in some cases running to many pages, and in the majority of oases- these were 
photographed by the Bmbassy and the originals returned to the agents. In the 
fourth place, with the exception of certain small payments by way of expenses, 
the network seems very largely to have operated on a voluntary basis.

O., Information obtained by the Russians.
The scale of operation of this network was so large that it is 

not possible in a short memorandim to give an aocount of the material obtained 
from the agents. It can be said, however, that the material covered sub
stantially the whole field of the work ipon which each individual was engaged. 
Thus it appears ft*om the ltemiaedlist of ZAEOnir' s mail despatched to Moscow 
in January 1945» that one agent alone was responsible for 360 pages of 
information, while another agent on one oooasion produced seventeen seoret 
documents dealing with magnet radio locators for field artillery and 700 
page3 of secret scientific research reports* It is evident that the other 
agents were supplying material on a somewhat comparable scale.

H, General.
ZABOTIN, in addition to running the network already described, 

had many other espionage activities which are rather beyond the scope of a 
short note. These included constant efforts to recruit new agents and to 
expand his organisation, the arrangements for supplying an agent in the U.S.A. 
with a renewal of a false passport, and the transmission of funds for an 
espionage organisation in Switzerland*

Finally, it must be emphasised that GOUZFNKQ was only able to 
report in detail on the activities of that part of the Soviet Intelligence 
Service with which he himself was concerned, namely the Intelligence Department

/of
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Telegrams: "SUBSIDED", NaUttt 
*

«Telephone: Nairobi 3364.
% »

Sh/2/zé

c /o  East African Governors* Conference 
P.O. Box 601

Nairobi, Kenya.

n / 3

Dear Sir Percy,
I have just seen a rather excellent article in the "Times'1 

Weekly Edition, dated 4th September 1946, entitled "Espionage in 
Canada".

Mr* Sandwith, D.I.S. Kenya, displayed considerable interest 
in this article, and I thought other Directors of Intelligence would 
probably like to see it.

As I am unable to get further copies, and the police photo
graphic section is heavily involved in a criminal case, I wonder if 
you could send me out some dozen photostat copies which I will 
distribute.

Yours sincerely,

' /
O . J .  Mason,
A/Security Liaison Officer 
East Africa.

—

Sir Percy Si H i  toe, C.B.E., 
Box 500,
Parliament Street B.O., 
London, S.W.l.

. /

© Crown Copyright
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Copies of tills le tte r  and thex Report also sent to the following D. S.Qb

* Jjt.Col*Jerildnso 
, ‘•''Rhodes. Maj* Sines.

Uricroa* Capt. Shearman. '

Palestine* i t . Col. Ishaiu.
, Ueirut* S/Ldr. Underwood.

'f r .ipo^ditania* ivia j. Lat ham.
' Cyprus, 3\S<i/L(lL'.lTeilson.>

Iraq., lyLt.

W i  Oo’&o&os?

i*3*u? •3Qto&.4gt

tXKJ i t » ' .

-1*‘3 vU lw cjid thore> ouv tfr&resft&rtt
*90 • .•> vhx«3»a- tsftj. ¿.tu O^Sul^Jh>b*. nog?
ftuait. 6 %

Toucjsi iuisxroJe*.

'f V  M*.C#ii*a A it  p
H.JV-%* t .̂ 'IdlUrj ADrlt»
p SW  jI I » u ■ » (-  i w > m n a i > w i i » n » « i  ■ ‘ " " ‘ I n  11^1

W / V i A
jgEJU»

-to-* -ij? v;tXiV Il.'UtOO*

THIS IS A COPY
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3 (4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ACT 1958 j_

AW <?( •



T tU p h o n t;

Grosvenor 4881.
Tdigrams :
Public Prosecutions, 
Piccy, London.

Please quote:

D irector of P ublic P r o se c u tio n ,
• o

D evonshire House (East Entrance),r*
M ayfair P lace, Picc.VDfcxY,

4th October 1946. •
t

Dear Mist? Middleton,

Many thanks for sending

m e  a copy of the Report of the 

Canadlal Royal Commission. 

Yours sincerely,

T #
\

Miss Middleton,
Box 500,
Parliament Street B . O . , 
S.W.1,



Copie: “ “ ' ~ ■ ■ "

¿ P / 66j)60/ ï / ' i k l ,  7tíú ü o t o b c r  1 3 4 6 .

Boar cumdqga»

I have obtained a nimbar o ?  o o g íe »  
of titt depart of tfo¡¿ c&uaáian 
C o m i t i s i o Q  w h i c h  i n r o s t i g a i a d  «ta© 
espionage ease in canati.!.» ¿usd X aia 
sending pou one o c ^  htrwith £br 
jour retention# :>. bolierra pmi olii 
find tibia MTflrt oi -prtut in-erost and 
X call your vfetontion in particular 
to the pasture or. r<Jor\itib|i nettate 
b®QionLtVi an peg* 43, and that co the 
motivation or aconté cm page 37*

The report a a on wale publicly in 
Canada and no secrecy grading attaches
to it#

Your a sincerely*

J
C n c #

M
l E

>
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Copies of tills letter together with a copy o f  the "Report have  ̂
been sent to the following : ^

Haj. Tufnell Barrett, TiTircidad. 
t^O.J.Mason Esq*, Nairobi.

Lt.Col.Pav/dry, Gibraltar. 
t^Lt, Col* Perfect, Malta.
Col.Dixon, Singapore.
Lt.Col.Bour ne, Burma. J
Lt.Col. , Hong Kong.

Lt.Col. Pripp, Malayan1 Union. y

ij.th uotobev,

1*3av jtliVby. Croon,

X--m\ yate. t o w l t h  a tl/*o itei-wt o£ the
«aao i »  Cantuta*

\ÁúIt; n o  citent X oViooiUi lila
oaXÎrÿowv pasaron on

%í»̂ d£*̂ á¿a£í Hjp». «ho motion
tWQ&eiì*. ,í&ti%’í&bii • Oti **7*

filo. tâw :l»5Vwsrfci(jttt:Uïn of

y w tte a iâ  bo ahio to .land i t  to axi-r tó?flf3d.aL ootròaot.» v/bo 
y>öo-- tíi&nfe. n®à &•&» '

&« on .tfaül«. in coirla and tbcxro «s?o thosofoi/c 
oo dbapoî?» on ilio oiyowlationV noi1'
haw- it any, rçjx”w*oy {^adAhg*

yourw sinooraly.H

ï^Ual.urV^lrky üi,«w»9
fas Ü r  .,*xeqy ^

îno*
THIS IS A COPY

ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3 (4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
A C T 1958 >v ) . n

V.^

V '

© Crown Copyright



E F / 6 6 9 6 0 A *

ß*4*a* î'àss Johnson*

Herewith four copies of the Uanedian itqyul Counission 

Report for the use of A.L.Gs*

4* 10.40
V«

li.ll.ltollie.



4

Ref: PFY.66960/SLB 
Yr.ref: 1/431/46 
Enclosure

Dear :’ir Theobald,

In the absence of ? r. Hill 

on leave, I am sending to you a 

copy of The Report of the Royal 

Coinmission for your information 

and retention.

PH*

3rd October, 1946.

ïours sincerely,

î
I _

(Secretary,

Sir Theobald tethew, KBE., tiC., 
Director of Public Prosecutions, 
Devonshire House,
Mayfair Place, Piccadilly, r/.1.

/MKM

»V



Rear Admiral W.E. Parry 

acknowledges, with thanks, 

receipt of the Report of 

the Royal Commission*

Intelligence Division, 
Naval Staff,
Admiralty, S.W.1.

3rd October, 19M>*



//
Note.

< Copies cC the Canadian itoyal Commission 'Report were 
distributed, to the following on 1*10*46# as from D. G-. : —

Horae Office (through M s s  Nunn)»
D. M.I. Major General Templer*

^"D.N. I. Rear Admiral Parry*
AGAS(l) M r  Vice Marshal Elmhirst*
Special Branch (Deputy Commander Burt)*
I.P. I. Colonel Vickery. 

v'Director of Public Prosecutions ) through 
Bow Street Magistrates ) S.L.B.

B* 1* Sec,
1. 10. 46,



OFFICES OF THE CABINET  
AND MINISTER OF DEFENC

G r e a t  g e o r c  _

e C a b in e t
OF DEFENC

S.W.I

6 1  j

Dear Liddell,
The Lord President has examined the report of 

the Commission on the Canadian spy case and has 
asked for a summary of it»running to about 1,000 
words,to he prepared.

I am afraid that my knowledge of the case is so 
sketchy that I should have to read the very 
•voluminous report with some care to provide me with 
what he wants. It occurred to me that you might 
have something available,or could have it prepared, 
which would meet his purpose.

I would be very grateful if you could let me 
know whether you could help in this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Captain Guy Liddell,
58, St. J a m e s ’ s  Street, 
S . W . I .

I



F.2.o/C3n/j, 10th f'.c-ptenher, 1%  6.

Dear Peter, , ;■

Your letter of 6th : ■ pteiber, rof.RIOH/12/DO, 
has been handed to ac by . [iss Russell ."in."#

I 'Uite agree that the report of the Canadian 
Royal Co .1 iission should be read by all Intelligence Officers, 
and with this in nine we have ordered a supply of copies which 
are now on their way fi»u Canada. It is, however, only a 
United edition and it has not been at all easy to satisfy 
our requirements. One copy, however, lias been eamarhed for 
B.A.O. ., and \7ill be forwardeu as soon as receivedffbut 
presumably this will not reach you personally for some little 
time, and I will discuss with Oog^r 1bills on his return from 
leave the posribility of lending you one of our own office 

copies.
Yours ever,

J.II. Harriott.
Lt.Col. The Hon.P.H.>iaisb than,
16 (Hamburg) Intelligence Office, 
b.A.u.R.

J
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SECRET 

RI0H/12/D0 

6 Sep *46

From:- Lt. Col. The Hon. P.E. RAMSBOTHAM.
l6 (HAMBURG-) Intelligence Office, 
B.A.O.R.

Dear
Is there any chance of your obtaining for me 

the full report by the Royal Commission appointed in Canada to investigate 
the espionage network recently active there ? From reading the short 
account of it in 'The Times' for 3 Sept, it appears that there are several 
chapters in this report which contain matters of considerable interest to 
all Intelligence Offices who have ai^ything to do with similar problems.

Here in HAMBURG we have recently come across 
important evidence of such activities, and feel that we would benefit by a 
study of this Canadian report.

I am writing to you direct on this as I don't 
suppose there are sufficient copies(^availabld of the report** for a general 
distribution from our own headquarters. If you can see your way to 

iCt request I would be extremely grateful.

■i

7 J vit

I s * I V

P  J ~ .

J. Russell King, Esq., 
Box No.500
Parliament Street B.O., 
London. S.W.l.

B.A.O.R.
Tele: 44 04 51 Ext.3 
f e r / f d s .

• I*

, è



MB.

/

HOME OFFICE,
WHITEHALL

/Tv '

S.W.1

19th August, 1946.

Dear M r. H o l l is ,
/

—  I  return herewith the Report o f the
Canadian Royal Canmission. The H-me 
Secretary has seen i t  and is  much ob liged  
to  you fo r  sending him your copy.

I  a ls o  en close a copy o f  the note by 
S ir  Alexander Maxwell which I  mentioned 
the other day.

,/e s h a ll  be g la d  to  have a copy o f the  
Report to  keep when fu rth er  su p p lies  reach  
you. Do you know i f  i t  i s  proposed to  put 
i t  on sa le  here? I t  /as very inadequately  
reported in the P ress and one would l ik e  to  
see at any ra te  the f i r s t  section  o f i t  

.^ p t u d i e d  in th is  country.

Yours s in c e r e ly ,

/,

R.H, H o l l i s ,  3 sq . , 
MI 5.

\
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00x7 

S, of 3 .

Rt?port of the Canadian Royal Commission 

on Soviet Espionage

This Report contains most interesting and valuable information as to the 

ramifications and method.’ of the Soviet espionage system in Canada. This 

information is of special importance, because there is ever; reason to think that 

what the Soviet have been doing in Canada they are also doing in this country and 

in other countries.

The Canadian investigations show that attache! to th^ .ml»assy in Ottawa there 

"--ere several officials each of whom ran an independent espionage system - one a 

system directed by the Red Army Intelligence Service in Moscow, an ther a system 

greeted by the Secret i-olitical iolice of the Soviet h'nior*, a third a Raval 

system . f intelligence, and a fourth a system of rolitical Intelligence. The 

heads of these various s*. ste.iia w <rhed independently of each other and without 

knowledge of what the others were d ing, tut each of then reported to Moscow, 

where ' here must be a most elaborate or> a..isat on for collecting information about 

countless individuals and numerous subjects and for issuing instructions of a most 

detailed character to the agents in various countries. One of the central 

organisations for collecting information about Tomnumist sympathisers in various 

parts of the world is the secretariat in Moscow of the Comintern. Although in 

name the Comintern has ceased to operate, its secretariat apparently still 

functions (see pages 38 and 39).

As a result of this information about individuals, Moscow is able to send to 

its agents abroad information aoout individuals who can be usefully recruited into 

the espionage system. For example, when Dr. Allan May, who had been a temporary 

• British civil servant, went across to Canada, Moscow sent a telegram to their

Ottawa agent telling him to get in touch with Dr. May, whose cover name was "Alek", 

and saying "Try to get from him detailed information on the progress of the work 

on uranium" (see page 450).

The Report also shows with what remarkable success the Soviet espionage 

organisation recruits agents through the Communist Party and its Study Groups.

The particular network of agents which was uncovered in Canada was a network

directed by a man called Zabotin, who was Military Attache to the Russian Embassy
/in

© Crown Copyright
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in Ottawa, and the Report says (page 44) "In every instance but one ¿abatin's 

Canadian espionage agents were shown to be members of or sympathisers with the 

Communist Party". A list of these agents is given on pages 57 and 58, and almost 

all of them were people of education holding responsible positions. The story 

of Kathleen V.illsher, which is set out on pages 227 onwards, is particularly 

interesting. She was a graduate of the Tendon School of Kconomics who spoke 

French, German and some Russian. She went to Canada in 1930 at the age of 25 as a 

stenographer, and was promoted to become Assistant Registrar. As Assistant 

Registrar she had access to all sorts of files in the High Commissioner's Office, 

and because of her Communist sympathies felt it right to give information to 

Fred Rose, the Communist who passed on the information to ...aootin. She (g|

evidently regarded herseJ/“ as a -mite humble member of the party, whose duty it 

was to contribute in some small way to the party's requirements. )n page 231 she 

was asked "You recognised, I suppose, when Hr. Rose made that suggestion to you, 

that he was suggesting an improper tling for you to do?" She answered "Well, I 

did, but I felt I should contrive to contribute something towards the helping 

of this policy, because I was very interested in it. I found it very difficult, 

and yet I felt I should try to help".

Although payments were commonly made to the agents in the form of "expenses" 

they were comparatively small payments, and it is clear that devotion to a 

political idea and not greed for money was their real motive.

The full information given in this Report about Dr. Allan Hay's activities 

will be of use to the Home Office if there should again be attempts to secure his 

early release,

M.I.5, have asked that when you have had a look at this Report the copy may be 

returned to them as they are very short of copies at present, but they will try to 

get an additional copyfbr the Home Office to keep.

(Intd.) AtM.
3 0 . 7 , 4 6 .

Thank you. I note particularly the penultimate paragraph above.

(intd.) J.C.E.
3.8.46.



Register No. Minute Sheet No.

Canadian Royal Commission Penprt,

'Phis is to confirm our previous conversations regarding the 
number of copies of this report which T shall be glad to have in due 
course:-

D.P.P............................  1
Boe/ Street Magistrates............ 1
S.L.B.l............................1

Total

D#P*P. is at present on leave but is due back at the end of 
August. T know that as soon as he returns he will be nskin me if his 
copy is available,and if you could let me have one for him by then I 
shall be greatly obliged. Tf T am absent v/hen the copy becomes 
available, will you give it to Mr* Hill who will send it to the Director.

S.L.3.3.
l6*8.M> Dictated

[̂ .Io o l k -û U c w o  (gflf ;)
by P..T.p.C'is?sen (T.t.Col)*

[P.T. ovi"(3905) Wt. 60378/4992 300m. 4/11 C.&Co. 71S(8) J.7022
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ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO BE 

ADDRESSED:—

t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r .

r . c .  M .  P O L I C E .  

O T T A W A

-7 7 o

Ro ya l  C anadian Mounted  Po lic e
H E A D Q U A R T E R S

IN R E P L Y  P L E A S E  Q U O T E

G . 3 6 9 - 6 7F IL E  NO..
OTTAWA,

C A N A D A

July 30, 1946.

Dear sir Percy,
" We are forwarding you two more copies
of the Report of the Royal Commission. We 
regret the necessity of sending these in 
such small numbers for we fully appreciate 
the excellent use you can make of them. 
Copies are at present at a premium but you 
can be assured that when more are made 
available to us, you will receive further 
copies.
2. We would be interested in learning 
your requirements.

Yours sincerely,

F. J. Mead.

Sir Percy Sillitoe, C.B.E., 
Box No. 500,

Parliament street, B.O., 
LONDON, S.W.l, England,
Encs.

AS.

© Crown Copyright
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JUJ^V li&U.

*xjur sir . J. oleander ,

r:’ho jiOi.o decrotsry has asked tc kol a copy of the 
ro ort of who Canadian loyal caaircLcuion on the avict srf J  
case there* _f an at tael ling a eo.y of this report, but 
it is a very bulky document, you riiay purlia;s like to kncft/
•\ko t>ausagca which appear to be the moat important*
¿lotion II* runrdn.. fron no. :o 11 to pa jc 95 »fives a good  ̂
■enerol roviev; of the case. .. ib-secticn 6 headed V Totivaô on 
of Agents• , pa, ;o3 57 - 14» is particularly iî ort.-.nfc* ± n 
addition, I sagrest that the tnroe brief aoctiovia 11, ari<~ 
14, covering Cujnr/.ary of Ali.&ingc, :cco..t endatiens ai d 
Concluaion, should bo read*

Section III deala with the cases of the individual 
agents* fho best r cys'esont at ive group is no*3 ~ .¿11111;, 
i xoup - on »ages 123 - 162. fhero la n brief oUxU.ai-,V 
case against .-tlun Kunn 11 df on page 447*

X should be gratoful if you could return to no ttus 
copy of the report in uuo course as only a very fov; notion  ̂
Iiave boon niado available to ug as pet* .eux trying ^Co 
further copies and v/ill goiiu you one for xj'ne home off-CC when 
these arrive*

lours si near~ly*

Sir rklùxandur maxwell* C.C.Ü., 
Homs Office.

t« . t ¿4« if •Uollisk>#

líüí/VH

© Crown Copyright
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a l l  co rrespondence  to  be 
ADDRESSED— *

T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R .  

R .  C .  M .  P O L I C E .

„  O T T A W A

No

Ro ya l  C anadian Mounted  Po lic e
H E A D Q U A R T E R S

IN R E P L Y  P L E A S E  Q U O T E

F i l e  n o . _  G» 569-67

/ Dear sir

cÍ m «^Í¡(

£

»TT A WA,
C A N A D A

Jtxly 18, 1946

*cy:
With reference to cable 13-7-46, for

warded in this mail are two copies of the Royal 
Commission Report as you requested/ Unfortunately 
the number of copies made available to us at this 
time makes it impossible for us to fill your full 
request. However as soon as additional copies are 
made available they will be forwarded to you pro
viding you still require them.

Yours sincerely,

S.T. Wood.

Sir Percy Sillitoe, C.B.E.,
Box No. 500,

Parliament Street, B.O., 
LONDON, S.W.l. 

England.

© Crown Copyright



SUGGESTED DISTRIBUTION OP FINAL REPORT

OP CANADIAN ROYAL COMMISSION.

clement2
Highlight
SUGGESTED DISTRIBUTION OP FINAL REPORTOP CANADIAN ROYAL COMMISSION.

clement2
Highlight
SUGGESTED DISTRIBUTION OP FINAL REPORTOP CANADIAN ROYAL COMMISSION.

clement2
Highlight
SUGGESTED DISTRIBUTION OP FINAL REPORTOP CANADIAN ROYAL COMMISSION. [incl AU, NZ]



© Crown Copyright



s u * .  \o 4 ~ u l

NEW YORK.

No. 553 of 30th April.

A. Preliminary hearings of all CORBY agents are now complete 
Score is as follows.
B. Convictions - one (W0IKIN).

Committed for trial - 12.
Dismissals - one (SHUG/dO*

C. There can he no doubt of guilt of latter but documentary 
evidence against him was always admittedly slight.
D. Grand jury will commence sitting May 6th but trials will 
probably not begin before May 13th. It is intention to 
start with MAZERALL, HALPKRIN and SMITH and try them jointly 
with LUNAN as a witness against them unless defence objects 
and demands separate trials.

TOP SECRET.



X attended a m eeting between 
the D. G. and S ir  John Anderson 
today in  connection with the 
communist connections o f P rofessors  
B lack ett and Bernal, and a t  the 
D .G 's  request I did during the course  
o f the meeting give a short o u tlin e  
o f the Corby ca se .

2 4 * 1 0 * 4 5 *
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6 ' ^

■i I) » ) 'f ' Op 57 » t ‘1« 3 II] 3 p. V ol . a , <^1 » ■ » •2* v T
N.B. copy 0ent t0  s *

: < ; w ; >• r

2 ,

)v/:U:i.it who wiil -0 ^ un¿.-.. V r. the ■ ̂ri-;,r a.trf ' . ’ 1 >h"' '
i n  ti; is : ■ ■ ' .o .-.i. i .o:. is : Ti l e  f t  IhK-* cou ntry  fo r ' >3.-c  .,-c' ^
,hu a u - ' i c j i  > •: ti. ' .r  tuscht o f  J J i b u t i .  I ; ar. . In halt ’ i .  - "  3 H
.'i'l l \ : i  Ml.', l* ;
a

w..: h p.pi /o- :i i. ; uni dir
• J : t ‘ J ĵO (IJ ... L Ml 0-1
'.foe i 'y i pt 0.1 ■ nv :

► i.;: i s  .VoOC IO resume ,

• '. • * .h 30un -

’ll‘ '■ ‘ 1 'a a n y s  i. . I ;, o ¿.»e w-o. , i e  ...l w j io -u  ; ^  v tp,
on oil 3 1 71-1*1 jo fambn% 'I >'i3 f 0.1 c f  : ; l u t i n  C . hi a ./or A '̂U1 * r in
b e l i e v e d  i n a ,  ha i s  sfooe to r’ osume n ia   ̂;n'u Li =■*;>• » ' f / ,
i.on ¿on i .- i ¡ , . r • 'H o  , . f s o id• I t  io  'Trio stood tli.i'-* - , ^
o- i .i.'th j . ;.v, i e  ; m " * s o 
Ato d i .'.ia lin i;, finad.i, 
waal: in cote . A on v l '

4. *  i
i ir V* ' 1 <J : c " ' s s o r  h■il- : c r o f He. i

,  !v;,. r .c t u -  ded h Li.1 . 'or fu:* id . : ■’
’ tomi. u • ¡ ’ dl in „ f i  n .'■ )U- t r a» 1 ■' o

I-.-? 7 th  . .-■ te; :V*e.’ , i ;.u* ;3, •• oiu f ,

: lent c ' •J"i ì .AÏT a i t a ry
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and if C O T B Y ' u  statement that the individual then in r •Ierre:. . 
fvlec is P il... ?«*>•> 5» •:»> coni’i *r:i thnt r ITT A'j hnc ¿»rovidtd i n f o ’.. . ̂ § p i ' 
about atomic rose u*ch and has 3'ipplied the ¿useions .*iGf a aa 
or u r a nium 235. Additionally, the.' confirm that no has s u f ; .. 
in f o r m a t i o n  ab ’it the e t e c t r ^ B C  apparatus before m e i t i o n e O ^  "Pair to say th.it, if accepted, C e evidence so far p ^ n o e !  
whotiier or not .it i cufficim., to s u ’ostnnti ¡te a charge in 
i>Kl.l i, leave’s no doubt as to the accu r a c y  of df :.y/fe all?*
In addi t i o n  to .ocumenta relatin,i to P .’Ii; hid if3 activities i*J 
CO 13Y has prod u c e d  coot' s of tal reruns be t-./oon Lose ow un .̂ af oT 

wnich show that on October 7 th next and, if neceas,* -y, t h e m . . ' ;c 
at intervals of ten days, Pili f '• > *. i'tay e itnblian cor.tuct v i ti. 
ioviet agent in London.

In the light of the foregoin. , a decision is necesjjffi 
to the present and future action ;ith regard to j f d P O ’f 
is s ibmitted that the following consider iti<- -s arc .’ele]

(a) It is b e l i e v e d  that the duasiaus h v .  not 
th .t C O * B Y  is in Britisii h.-indo, alth-:.,. a th«y n;*»i a
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(d; It iS noi. .a-,!' à 30 to 30 ;■ »via* all ti 3 m ■ v.ne a f ■
ani act ivi tic ; o. i'T'ti', un t - on. .¿»re * n o  bis . i n ,  
ìn.b/,i ti on to t" , a H a n s  o r  even mai tin a a . : : 1*1 o c .i.p3
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t ■ rms this ¡. o.in.s t ^t ii' • o c m. i .i .-i a - any c. ne o¿' l u c o u n  ia
covering the expertes ron-Ics voua, ••>'{.' \ c •.-> '*!. te subject-,-; .»•*
to cent nuo.¡;3 a; r/ei 1 1 iliaco :p.t '■ 1 ohe Tr a t  naùlu,':. ;lo;;c 
observation in the cas... oh a .• : < » who e:-:/ cts it c m  only be ^
;îaiütained her a ooi.p .rativo t j  ho-a li ‘ t :’isk oh dct . h. ■ .
piixi.r ;.0'; •’ is therefore at. tirio, iron: n« .no.. t; un or u ir^-at 3 . rveia..-mac «1

( o ) Arr .\ngem cnta  have  be<;n i-i.aic l  •• .a 1 . c h a t  her  t h e  n e x t  
f c '7 w e e k s  h IT hi C-; •; v / i l l  acpnic.- :  o '  i - : i a . U y  1 > niorc In it'-r.»nat io.i  
a b o u t  a t o m i c  r e s e . i r c l )  and deveiopiriunt than he a i r  radv ' ~ 
l(b .u v n v h iie ,  auch  s t e p s  ns n r e  o e n j b l v :  h av- be-*.r t a k e n  no ruv kT* 
h i e  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  k i n .p l o n .

(f) If as tho result of the ao 1 • isit ton of arili tic.iiul 
3 atisfact'vv evid ;noe : t is possible to arrest P ,r r d  and- 
pro her a charge against him, it i; reasonable to assume t r »t cnf-. 
fact of such arrest w i l l  immediately be discovered by the tovjivt , 
3mbassy, London, and that in a very short space of tim* 
it will be icno-.vn to the soviet -inbassy in Ottawa. hhusf^- 
arrest of li: io.i»:, if though ■ o33ible and desirable, i/odj 
also, to necessitate the simultaneous arrest in ’anada oh oUTi 
persons implicated there. lure to synchronise th-. v.-rcits
would inevitably mean th tt compromising documents in possession 
oh susnects in i -n ida und the U..3. 1. would be destr* .yed.

1*1

(g) The implication of the Russian Embassy in Ottawa v;3t 
espiona(i;e activities is so ¿rent that direct action could n a* 
fail to Involve diplomatic repjrcus3ions. Furthermore, t h e "  
activi ties of ooloncl iab tin as at present uneov -red cLosciy 
touch upon the sev-rity of the r. k. with th. result that ti' 
TJ.d•A  would similarly be involved in diplomatic r e p e r e u s s i o n ‘ 
t h<3 case wer-. brought to a head.

i

desirable
In view of the foregoing considerations.

(a) to obtain the concurrence of the grj, 
Governments to action which may -well le^ 
complications with the U.J. 3.R. .tT7. iw; -p
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ADDRESSED NEW YORK.

CXG. 849.
IMMEDIATE. 21.9.45.

i
V'

For 43000 personal from Director G.C. & C.S.
Following has been transmitted to JONES in Washington.

as GOCS in 12429.
Begins:
1. R.C.M.F. have in custody a cypher clerk from office of 
Soviet Military Attache. He has already provided some useful 
czypto information.
2. Canadians have agreed at our request that he should be 
interrogated at once by S.S.A. if Americans will consent. Vue 
consider his information will probably be of considerable assis
tance if he is interrogated on technical matters by an officer 
fully versed in crypto problem involved.
3. Although this is BOURBON question please approach GARTER 
CLARKE in first instance as matter is one of Military Attache 
cyphers and a very delicate business.
4. If Americans agree to send an officer (and Canadians ask
that it be restricted to one only) please arrange that he contacts 
STEPHENSON in New York who will hand him over to appropriate 
contact in Canada. This is necessary to avoid crossing lines 
with F.B.I. STEPHENSON is steering F.B.I. interrogations in 
Canada clear of crypto matters. Ends.



T O P  S E C R E T

ADDRESSED NEW YORK. 19.9.4%

COCO. 842 MOST TMMFniATE.

Following from C.S.S. himself for 48*000 personal.
Your 334 of September 18th.

A. Paper not repeat not yet ready.
B. I am sending first rough draft by first opportunity.
C. Owing to its provisional form it should be distributed 
outside S.I.S. only (repeat only) to HOLLIS*

Note: Draft referred to in para. B. was despatched on 20.9*45



NEW YORK

T O P  S E C R E T *

18.9.45.
1914 BST.

R A P H .

19.9.45.
19.9.45. 1010 BST
0940 BST.

GXG> 334 of 18th September M OST ■>w*ra»IATE

A*J-

^ ! i

t
• V

Following is for C.S.S. only* Personal d©cypher yourself* 
From 48,000*

HOLLIS requests send i timed lately copy of CAREW HUNT'S paper
on Soviet intelligence which will be valuable aid to us in

L interrogating CORBY*
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C O R B Y

Corby is about 27 years of age, married with one 
child. He bears the rank of Lieutenant in the Red Army,
He is not a member of the Communist party but he had 
been a Komsomol. Owing to the man power shortage during 
the war years, confidential jobs were thrown open to 
Komsomols who were not yet full fledged members of the 
Communist party. He received training as a cypher clerk 
in the Central Code Section of the Intelligence Department 
of the Red Army and, about October or November 1943, he 
came to Canada as an assistant to the Military Attache.
In fact he was to act as the personal cypher clerk of 
the Attache, and also to help him with his confidential 
records ana papers.

A few months ago, Corby carelessly left drafts of 
two confidential dispatches lying around where they were 
found by a charwoman and turned over to one of the Embassy 
officials. This individual took the matter up with Corby, 
who realizing the seriousness of the position, implored 
him not tomake a report about it. The man promised to 
do his best, but a while later, Corby received instructions 
to return to Moscow and a new cypher clerk was sent out.
The latter was supposed to take over Corby’s duties 
immediately but the Military A.ttache did not consider 
him sufficiently qualified and left the seals in the hands 
of Corby. The formal transfer was to take place on 
September 6th.

Originally, Corby apparently intended to comply with 
his instructions and purchased suitings to take back with 
him to the Soviet Union. Then it seems, he began to have 
doubts. Without question, he was afraid of being liqui
dated should he return. It may be recalled that, about
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C O R B YCorby is about 27 years of age, married with onechild. He bears the rank of Lieutenant in the Red Army,He is not a member of the Communist party but he hadbeen a Komsomol.
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the middle of 1944, a man by the name of Kravchenko 
made a much publicised exit from the Soviet Purchasing 
Commission in Washington. This occasioned much comment P5 
in the Embassy in Ottawa and considerable surprise was L£ 
expressed that nothing had happened to Kravchenko. Corby 
felt he had a chance. He himself claims that he was 
sickened by the evidence of intrigues and e spionage 
directed against Canada after that country had done so 
much to aid the Soviet Union in her struggle against the 
Nazis.

Be that as it may, Corby decided that his salvation 
lay in publicity. At nine o ’clock on the evening of 
September 5th, he went to the Ottawa Journal and there 
spoke to a woman reporter. It did not take the latter 
very long to decide that this story was too hot to handle 
and she advised that he go to the Justice Department.

Next day, the 6th, Corby, accompanied by his wife and 
child, went to the Justice Building and spoke to the 
Private Secretary bo the Minister of Justice. He also 
showed him documents which he had extracted from the 
Military Attache's safe (to which he and the Attache 
alone had the combination) presumably on the previous 
day.

The Private Secretary asked Corby to wait and spoke 
to the Undersecretary of State for External Affairs. 
However, Corby was finally turned away with veiled 
accusations that he was after all in possession of stolen 
documents. Again he tried the press, this time the 
Ottawa "Citizen” and was referred to the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police. He must have become somewhat flustered 
by this time, because the only thing that emerged clearly 
was that he wanted to become a Canadian citizen!. And 
consequently he was sent to the Crown Attorney at the 
Court House. He spoke to the latter's Secretary, who, 
again sensing the news value angle, called up "¿e Droit" 
and then the "Citizen", but luckily without success.

Wearily, Corby returned to his apartment, and quickly 
noticed that the place was being watched. Soon after he 
got in, there was a knock on the door: Corby didn't 
answer, but decided that it would be safer to move into 
a neighbour's apartment. And the neighbours in question 
'phoned the municipal police.



3

Meanwhile, the Undersecretary of State for External 
Affairs had got in touch with the RCMP, and spoke to the 
Intelligence Officer,

Toward midnight a raiding party led by the NKVD 
man,Vitali Pavlov, and including the Assistant Military 
Attache Rogov and two others, broke into Corby’s apart
ment with a jemmy and, finding no one at home, hid in 
the room. The noise attracted the City police who were 
rather enclined to take everyone in custody, but the 
RCMP intervened and Pavlov’s men departed.

The next morning, the City police brought Corby 
to the Justice building where he was cursorily interro
gated. The importance of his information was immediately 
evident and he was removed to a place of safety, where 
he has been reinterrogated on several occasions and 
at great length.

The Soviet Embassy has presented a note to the 
Department of External Affairs asking that a search be 
made for one of their missing employees. They have been 
informed that the proper machinery would be set in 
motion and there the matter rests at the time of writing.

15.9.45
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TOP SECRET.

The MAY Case.

1 • The following ia a summary of information contained
in a aeries of telegrams which have been received through S.I.S. 
channels from New York between the 9th September, 1945» and the 
12th September, 1945. These telegrams have been variously sent 
by the Department of External Affairs, Canada, to Sir Alexander 
Cadogan, and from the S.I.S. representative to C. This sunmary, 
however, has been prepared only from the point of view of the 
Security Service in connection with such action aB may be 
considered necessary or possible against Alan Nunn MAY.
2. Subject of the Telegrams:

Information has been received since the 8th September, 
1945» by the R.C.M.P. Ottawa on the following matters:

(a) Russian espionage activities in Canada;
(b) Espionage activity for the Russians in Canada on 

the part of Alan Nunn MAY; and
(c) possible future espionage activity in England by 

MAY.
3. Source of information referred to in paragraph 2 above;

(a) A clerical officer of the Soviet Embassy in Ottawa;
(b) Documents obtained from the Soviet Embassy, Ottawa, 

presumably through the agency of the clerical officer 
referred to above.

4. Position of source;
Source came to Canada about two years ago and works 

under the Soviet Military Attache, Colonel Zabotin (the latte:/ is 
referred to in CXG as Zubotin). Source has received special 
Intelligence training and prior to coming to Canada was employed * 
in H.Q. in Moscow. Source is described in CXG351 ns being "in 
our custody” and in CXG 259/260 it is said that ”Soviet Etabassy 
shows signs of alarm at disappearance of official who is source 
of our information”. It is further stated in the same telegram 
however that ”we (sc. the British) have no way of knwning to what 
degree they suspect that information about their (sc. Russian) 
activities has come to our knowledge”. In CXG 255 paragraph B.1.e, 
it is stated that ”in view of what has happened in Ottawa it is 
probable MAY will be warned against making this contact” but it is 
further suggested that MAY Sshould be allowed proceed on off-chance 
that he makes contact.”

It seems from the foregoing that sourced relations with 
the R.C.M.P. may have received some degree of publicity.
5. Information supplied by source;

(a) Russian espionage in Canada.
Colonel Zabotin, whose cover name is Grant, is the 
representative in Canada of a new Russian Bureau, 
apparently under military or semi-military control, 
which is responsible for all foreign espionage and 
intelligence and has superseded the 4th Department.
He has an Embassy staff of sixteen members and is 
assisted by the 2nd Secretary, PAVLOV.. ■ The 3rd 
Secretary, GUSAROV, is in charge of a new political 
intelligence unit which ia believed to replace the 
old Comintern apparatus. zabotin has access to the

/Department
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Department of External Affairs* to the Office of the 
U.K. High Commissioner in Ottawa, the Department of 
National Defence, the National Research Council, and 
is in relation with a Communist M.P. and the National 
Organiser of the Canadian Comnunist Party« In CXG.278 
it is stated that sixteen of Zabotin’s agents have been 
identified to date and that others are known to exist.
The coincidence of the number sixteen suggests the 
possibility that hie identified agents may be the same 
as the persons working on his staff, although this 
clearly does not apply to the Communflist M.P. and the 
National Organiser.

Examples are given in the S.I.S. telegrams of the 
material alreddy obtained by Zabotln and of the matters 
to which he is directing his attention.

(b) Espionage activity by MAY in Canada.
Alan Nunn MAY, whose Russian cover name is Alec, is a 
Doctor of physics at Cambridge University, who arrived 
in Canada about two years ago to work under the National 
Research Council as a physicist on the Atomic Mission.
He has for four years past furnished Zabotin with "useful 
and valuable information11 and in particular he has provided 

,vr̂ F two samples of Uranium 235 which were flown to Moscow
(N.B. the National Research Council question whether what 
was flown to Moscow was actually U.235. It is known
however that he has had access to samples of U.233 and 
might have removed one milligram without notice). He 
has been paid by the Russians at least 500 dollars.

Particulars are given in CXQ 274/5 of the information 
and materials to which MAY is known to have had access.

(c) MAY is due to leave Canada by R.A.P. Perry Comnand for 
the U.K. on the 15th September. By telegram from Moscow 
to Zabotin dated 22nd August, 1945» MAY has been instructed 
as to a method of contact between himself and the Russian 
Intelligence Service in London. Details of method of 
contact are set out in CXG 272 and 273. This telegram 
superseded a telgram from Ottawa to Moscow which is• undated (see CXG 280) but which is clearly of an earlier
date. In the earlier telegram it is staed "we have worked 
out with Alec the instructions in London. Alec will be 
working from Kings College, attend. It will be possible 
to find him there by means of the telegram (sic) book".
It is possible that this part of the earlier arrangement 
may still stand.

6. The action which has already been taken consists of
sending a telegram to the 3.1.3. representative in America urging 
that Ma Y should be allowed to proceed to England and that direct 
action against any other persons implicated should be deferred if 
possible until the 7th October next (the date of the first rendezvous 
between Alec and his contact in London) and, in any event, until MAY 
has actually lex"t Canada.
7. Prom information available here it has been established
that one Alan Nunn MAY, b o m  2nd May 1911» was granted an exit permit 
at the end of 1942 to proceed to Canada on the Atomic project. His 
description fits that given for the MAY referred to in the S.I.3. 
telegrams and the identification is reasonably certain. On his 
exit permit application he stated that his home address was 16, Jesus 
Lane, Cambridge, and that his then employment was at the Cavendish A ? '  

Laboratory, Cambridge, on behalf of the University of Cambridge.
A  photograph is available from his application for a renewal of his 
passport in 1942. At the time he left England he was the holder of

/N.R. Card
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N.R. card ASAJ 379/3 and on departure he declared that his only 
Bank account was at Lloyds Bank, Ltd., Cambridge Branch. The 
only other available information obtained from the Cambridge 
University Register shows that he was at Trinity Hall in 1935 and 
that he took the Degree of Ph.D. at Cambridge in 1936. He is 
N.T. in our records except in respect of his exit permit 
application in 19U2, although presumably he was vetted at an 
earlier date.

■H4.9.M5. signed. H.H. Marriott.

R.L,/R.3«y.
2 6 .1 0 .1 4 5 .



TOP SECRET.

NEW IOEK.

13.9.4- 5.
1832 BST.

14.9.4- 5.

0945 BST.

CXG. 296 of Sept. 13th. IdOST* IDJtKniATE.

Following for CSS only. Personal decipher yourself 
from 48,000.

Reference ny series beginning with telegram 251 

Sept. 8th.
Informant will be referred to hereafter as CORBY 

repeat CORBY.

1 4 . 9 . 4 5 .  

1015 BST. 
FEC.



EXTRACT.
S. Form 81/B.P./6000/5.43.

I- xtraot for File No. ......

> r i i z i D & l  in File N o .  : . . . ^ v ? * . ^ ^ 6 0  Supp Vol A Dated- 9 - 9 .4 5 .

Original from

if
Extracted on A®* ^-5« ...................... b y , . .? « ............

Following strictly personal for Sir ¿Alexander Cadogan from H.A. Robertson, 
Department of External Affairs, Canada*

Begins :-

A* Statement made yesterday to Royal Canadian Counted Police by clerical 
officer of Soviet Unbassy in Ottawa indicates that Soviet agents have had a 
certainaccess with Department of External Affairs and within office of United 
kingdom High Commissioner, Ottawa, to contents of secret telegrams exchanged between 
our Governments*

B* Statement is supported by convincing documentary evidence which indicates 
extetisive political and scientific espionage in Canada# Onlj? material I have 
seen is set of sunmiaries of recent Doumnions Office telegrams received in this 
Department. Suanaries are amateurish and would not be very enlightening* \ie 
have no evidence yet of cryptographic compromisation* Source of information 
and a number of original documents are in our custody. Investigation is pro- 
ceediiig in consultation with Stephenson and F*B. I.

Ends.




