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C er t i f i ed  to be a true copy o f  a Minute of a ' tine- - f

the Committee o f  the P r ivy  Council, approved by His ~x~

cellcnoy the Governor General on the 5 February, 19’.6.

pr ivy  Council 
(C rest )
Canada

Th, Committee of the Privy Council have had before them 
a report dated 5th February, 1946 from the Right Honourable 
if.I*. Mackenzie Pin:, tho Prime Minister, representing:

That i t  has been nse rtained that S' crat and confidential 
information has been communicated d irec t ly  or ind irect ly  by 
nublic o f f i c i a l s  and oth ..r persons in positions of trust to the 
agents o f  a Forci.cn Power to the prejudice o f  the safety and 
interests o f  Canada;

That by Order in Council P.C. 6441 dated the 6tn day 
of October, 1945, the Acting ^rime Minister and the Minister 
of Justice were authorized to  make an Order that any such p.rson 
be interrogated and/or detained in such place and under such 
conditions as the Minister micht from tine to  time determine 
i f  the Minister were sa t is f ied  that i t  was necessary so to do;

That i t  now seems expedient in the public interest 
that a f u l l  and complete inquiry be made into a l l  the facts 
re lating to and the circumstances surround ins the communication 
by such public o f f i c i a l s  and other persons in oositions of 
trust of such s c r e t  and confident ia l  information to the 
agents o f  a Foreign ^owor.

M

The Committee, there fore ,  on the recommendation of the 
Prime Minister, advise that the Honourable Robert Taschereau, 
a Judge o f  the Supreme Court o f  Canada, and the Honourable 
R.L. Kellock, a Judge o f  the Supremo Court of Canada, be 
appointed Commissioners under ^art I  of the Inquiries let. 
Chapter 99, Revised Statutes o f  Canada, 1927, and any other 
lav/ thereto enabling, to inquire into and reoort uoon which 
public o f f i c i a l s  and other persons in positions of trust or 
otherwise have communicated, d i r e c t ly  or ind irec t ly ,  secret 
and confidentia l  information, the disclosure o f  which might 
be inimical to the safety and interests  o f  Canada, to the 
agent3 o f  a Foreign Pov/er and tho facts relating to and the 
circumstances surrounding such communication.

The Committee further adv ise ,-

1. That fo r  a l l  3uch purpo9e3 ind a 
properly incidental thereto the said Commis 
without limitin'* thu powers conferred upon 
Part T of the said the Inquiries Aot, have 
power of summoning and that they bo empower 
them any person or witness and of requiring 
evidence on oath or aff irmation, o ra l ly  or 
of requiring them to  produce suoh documenta 
the Commie si oners deem requisite to the ful 
of matters into which they are appointed to
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2. That the said Conxnlssioners bo directed that a 
record shall be made of a l l  the evidence which 3hall b̂  
given or produced before them as to the matters of th-~said 
inquiry and that the oral evidence of witnesses before th*- 
said Commissioners shall be taken in shorthand by a shorthand 
writer, approved and sv;orn by the said Commissioner9~or one ^ 
of them and shall be taken d own question and answer and it  
shall not be necessary for the evidence or deposition of any 
witness to be read over to or signed by the person examined 
and said evidence shall be certified by the person or persons 
taking the same as correct;

3. That the said Commissioners may adopt such pro­
cedure and method as they may deem expedient for the conduct 
of such inquiry and may alter or change the same from time 
to time ;

That the said Commissioners bo embowered in 
their discretion from time to time to make interim^ recorts to 
the Q-ovcrnor in Council on any matter which in their judgment 
is the proper subject of such a report together with the 
evidence then before them and their  findings thereon;

3 . That the said Commissioners b c ^authorized to 
encage the services of such counsel and of such technics 
o ff ice rs ,  and experts, and other e x p e r i e n c e d  clerks re  ̂ - 

assistants as they may deem necessary ana advi-a  ̂ ,
n

©  6. That a l l  the priv ileges, immunities
g^]?n by Order in Council, ~\C. 1&39 passed on 
1942, shall apply.
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(Sgd.) A.D.P. Hcency 

do rk  of the Privy Council.


