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SPEACH USLIVEGED BY Ui. JOLN Fu BUEDHRSY o TH3 aDWVAL DINRGR G THE
CANADLAN INSTITUTE OF INTZRNATICHAL AFRAIRS, ON 4 JUNI 1949, - ;

Me. Chairman,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I -have-been a member ofithe-Canadian Institute of Internaticnal ‘
Ai'faizfe; for too many yéars,a‘l‘:d I have atténded too muny of these annual
conferences not to know what kind of person is usually invited to address ‘
these dimxerso I am fully a.wa.re therefore of the great honour that the
National Execut:ma Comitt.oe has conferred on me in uasking we to address
you this year. I must say, however, that I was somewhat surprised myself .
as many of you must be at the choice, for I do not pretend to qualify %
for :mclusion in the list of distinguished peu*sonali’cies who have-appeared

before you in the past, Perhaps tha reason was that. in these wesks of
political controvarsy when the Ganadian people aré mreparing to go to the
polls ta exerc:.ae their fundamental democratic rlght to elect a new
parlianent, the National Execut.ive Ccmnittee thought. that it would be

domra o

wige t_ol_ufit‘ﬂ‘a speaker who, while he 1s a Canadian, is safely removed from
the current _political f:éntro#arsy; and who would address you on some safe
non-controveraial Bﬁbject. The National Executive Committee may have
thought thit a Canadian audisice m a furdemental humn right to be spared
for one evening 2t least the obligat.ion of having to listen to a political |
epesch. Mr. Chaimn, Ieam mry that I am going to diauppoint the
Nntional l*htecutive Conm’tt.tae if that wus their intention. My speech will

i
!
i

not; refa' to tha Canadian scene but. you have a right to know mow that :dm
subject matter will be nnzch mors controversial than any election. The work in
which 1 havé been engaged ;simo X 1aft ¥cGill University nearly three
years ago is at the very heart. of the so-called ideological conflict.

The Froblenm of humn rights and fundanmental freedoms has exercised
ph:llosop’ncws,_ politiclans, jurists and common ordinary men since the very
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dau‘ﬁ of history, The jw&per delimitation of the sphere of activities

of the individual and of the collestivity, the relationship of the citiren

to the State, the protection of the human being, the defiaition and establishment

of essential human dignity are questions that have been discussed since man first

began to enquire :mto his relationship to his environment.

And althmxgh this

evolution does not ;rocaed without intsmphion, civiligation may be defmed as a

stepdy progress towards the achlevement of- greater aend graater‘.hbaz:ty. The

great French philosopher, the late Professor Henr:l Bergson, has said that evolution,

what he calls ereative evolution, comiats in all its manifestations, of a movement

towards greater and greater freedom and the emancipation of the human mind and

will. But while history shows that there has been a constant evolution in the

direction of grsater freecdom and greater liberty, it is ﬁevexjthéless a fact,

paradoxical as it may seem, that the whole question of’freedm and liberty

baccanes more controversial as the evolution t.ouards their achievment progresses,

Traditionally, the conf{lict of ideas has relat.ed to the revordications of the

individual against interflerences by governments with his liberhiesg‘ and efforts

were corcentrated twarda the deli.nitation of the powers of govwemehtso In

the ph:llosoph;y which crystallised this atages human rights amd fuxﬁamuntal freedoms

weré apt to be defined in negative tem.s.v

l:l.bez't:bes are always respectedo

~ ancther aectm'o

-Théfe is now fairly iﬂde agremt.

on the defixﬁtion of the traditional polit:!zal rights and parsmal libm'bias

of the izuiiviﬂual, althwsh it does not tollow, of courss, tha.t theae rights and

by govecrments, he looks: to the ¢
Ceiaggsr
the new concephs of ecmunic and social rights,

-Today, hmem, the cont.roverq wagas in

The individual seeka not mly rn'obection against interference

The quesilon, moreover, in
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both of its sspents, is no 1.ongw:" am&ter of ﬁmare national comerna . The
echarl.me of the geccond world war and the ovents uh:i.cl_ gave risa to it, as well
as the history of the postruwar yoara, !mve convﬂmecf; the great.majority
,of thipking men and wogen that prarsictmt viclations of hxman rights and
fundamsnt.nl j’:‘ef.dons in one poxt of bha world jacpardize the rights of psople
in othmr comirice, Indeed 1, the record -Seems to show that pers:lstent violations
of humen wights and fundameubal froedoms in one country inevitab];r result. insa
pitnation that will avent tually shreater the peace of natianao . '

" Ona sg:edi&l aSpoet of the long history of this subject hAs
been the efford sither Yo find ‘oa' to cz‘ié{tte i law whi‘ch is higherthan the law

of thq State amd which will held gcvemﬁenté in check when 'biiey ar__s‘teq:ted to

v%late the fundamenbul rights of the 1ndi.v‘3ﬂual There is a great literature

m this subject which it, is not necsssary for ns to review before an aud:!mc
like this, I will only remind yim of the teachiugs of the grest rel.tgious
1eadors, the doctrine of a natural law uhich is hoth antarior axxi supeu‘ia' to -
the posiiive law of the ‘S‘sata, and the developmnt of & posi.t.’we :lnternatimal
lmt which Liwmits and controls the powers and soverelgnty of Leviathan.

This international law haas traditiomlly been defined as a
1aw governing the relations between States.  The man who haw' baau oallad the
fabher of intermational law, lugo Grot:lus, thought that, ‘lnteraational law
conferred rights om, and jmposed obllgat.ions on, t.he iuiividual, bﬁ‘b the uholo
aubsequent develomuent of the d:lmipuna was in the directim o limiting
int.ermtimal low to the relationshipa nf.' States triﬁh the rosult that it can be
eafel;r asserted that up mtil the mrbbreak of‘ the first wld war a.t lesat the

'\ .ot
i .
: o

individual had no sfaws in intwnatianal lau
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In tha last thirty yeure s howavor, thm:'e ha.ve bem develommts in the
miem<a of internatlonal Jew which are nothing shert of ravolutinnary It
would be improdont iundeed to agsert toda:,r that the ixadi.vmnal has no statns in
internationsd lavr, ’

1t follaovs f what I have aa:!d. t.hs,t, in the traditional thm
ef interz:z‘tio‘m e r, arid, I may edd, iu the traditional thecaw and wmt&ne of
international relations ; hunen rights were 8 matter of dmtestie cmern, and
of domestm concern only, If & gcmmnnanb violatsd i‘.hese rights, that was nob
the bus.wma of other governments ar of tha intarnatlonal eomnnmity. A govsmu
ment ccruld deny ita citizens the most E‘umlamnbal rightss it could mriﬁmte
agaimt certaln clagses of its e:i.tiza:zm It could even carry these pmct:!ﬂes to
g point whero a sltuation wae cr'eatead tha.t threatened the psace of nationa Its
oprame of den:?.al of Zundanental x'ighta and 0“ dimrimitmt:lm might aven be
mt sf o po:licy oi‘ t;orlti conqueerb, as :!.n tlve caae of nasi Gm:y‘, bub yet
its lawyers end .ﬁm ata t.ezamez.could ooy tbat this was nobody elsp' 8 businasa;
«and intarnatlo*ml l.u:. rsmogaimd that plea¢ Human righta me a mtter of
dmesﬁic ¢orcern only and the insiiﬁdual hat no. status in intemational Lanes

| 11 this wes part s porecl of the traditiunal theary of matdonsl moimty

Y The Pesce sobttlement of 1919 opaned t!xs breach for em aLtsck againsa
the theory of national soverelgnty. In ao far as the iuii.vidual was r:meimed,
however its dnnovations wers of rélstively sinor impmame. It :I.s wus
that. in 1919 and the years imadi&te];r follcuing, certain dnbwnaﬁmal

agreemmts wore comnluded which prmided tm' the pwtection of cea"ta:ln na.timal,{

rasial, 1linguistic erd re!igious minot'itles, maixﬁy ‘in. Gentra:!. e.nd Eastewn
E}n'opaan‘ccuntriea. Scsm of .thesa agreements even Btimlated ‘that tha States
oblige:l theroby wera to mspech the humml t-ighi;e of &l persons embject to their
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- character, politicai in its inspdration, a.nd it was not mﬁersél. The

United Nations of Janurry 1, 191;2, the Hoecca Declara’c.ion oct 191;3; tha Lmdon

/3 . . Page s,

jurisdiction, And a system was established within the League of Nations for

P Ry S S SRS

the ilmplementation of these agreements. But the measure was of exceptional

Covenant of the League of Nations, itself, MArecver, confimed hy its silemce

) tha theory and practica of positive :lnternatiuz al law that hmm rights wers still

a matter of purely dmstie concern,

In the* yeara immediately Ry .}':fu‘ii"lﬂ‘,r the sacond worm wa.r, and during
that war, the conaciame of manidnd was ahocked not only by t.he maaa murdera

~&lﬂ“"p*u"9‘1 for Porc ul .U'll the nazl govermment was respms.tbla :Ln other cmxntriea, C

but also by the violatiand or msan rights in nasl German;y "‘hat the pezw-
peiratere of *hrsﬁ crines would be punishad and that measuroa ahculd be takan to |
secure the inrhernstlonal protection of. hmn righte becams one of the war.

alms of the allied pmmrs. It was also during this period that tho lato

-rPresident Roosavelt proclaimd the Four Freedoms; freodcn of apeach - emywhm

4n the world ; freedoz of evqry poraun ito worship God in hic 'ron _u_-gz mwhm

the world; freed(n rrm want -~ mrywhere in the uwld; w

'fear - everywhere in the uorld. Theaa objoctivu were re-cmmeiated in the

,,Atlantic Charter which was ciram up off what has now becoms Ganada'a nmt

provime. I will not burden you with quotations from the Deularation 0&‘ tha

3

- Agr-eemnt of Agusi,. 19145‘, on the prosecutim of war criminals imllxling pareom

whi- hat committed rrimes against humriity, or the many spoecheu qt the great.
leaders’ Ou‘.‘ the demscracies, ' L ‘ ‘ : ‘:‘j iy

' Fut ta spite of all the assuramea that had baen givm, the final draft
of the Dumbart-a Oaks Propqsalscmontm only one reference to human rights

;and fundamental freedoms. Under Ghaptar IX, 4t was provided: that the pew

internatioml arganiaation "ghould facilitato golutiona of intewnationa]’ ectmmd.c »

i
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. %ﬁ ffunda.mental freedoms®. The Charter which uas adopted at San Franciscog howeVar,
v"-<’§‘:1 h

refers to humsn rights and fundamental freedoms 1A seven placea includinz Article I

which' says that one of the purposes of the United Nations 1s "to achieve inter-

national cooperationo.“ 'in pfomoting and qné&uraging respect for humn rights and

: fundamental fresdoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or
religion". I% is of the utmost aignificance;-t.hat.*-the references t;'d.;'-humaﬁ rights and
fundamental frec¢doms in tbe Charter are much more elaborate than the one reference

to the gubject in the Dumbartm Oaka Proposals, . The fact is that; in the interval

bet.ween Dumbartm Oaks and Sau Francisco, t.he peoples of the world had s.n opportunity .
to scrutinize and criticiz.e the work that had been done at Dmlbarton Oakeo The
.result of that scrutiny and criticiam is now 8 matter of historical record, Te San |
Francisco came a great rumber of representativea from various nonwgovaréxmntal Organ-
isationa; and without official mandate of any kind they convitmd the official repre-
sentatives of goverrnments of the necessity or expanding the original prov;laiona in
the Bumbarton Oaks Proposals concerning humn righbsc It is true that. they did not
get a].l they wanted but what t.he Charter does contain on the subject is largelv due

to their efforts. It is significant and appropriate that this victory of the common

Aman, ‘this victory of private individ

S

Lo ‘struggle for the definition and_egtahlishment of human rights and fundament'al free—
e L - y - - p—

—

‘-g-i% ’ ‘ : o o »"1.'3-' -.;l N '-;.:!.
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I have said that it is one of the pi.u-poses of the Unit.ed Nations nto .

achie?e international cooparationn veolll promot.im and encouraging reapect ror
' s human rights and fundamental freedoms for all wit.hout distinction as to .race, aax,
langgage or religion.* What has the United Nations done ard whab does ib plan to do

to gqlg;i.eve this fundamental aim? Mr. Ghairman, whatever criticisms may be directed |




tcwards the United Na.tiona s and I know that they are man;r, it mat be admitted
that 1n 80 far as this fundamental aim of t.he carganisation 1is concerned at least,

a great part of the programma has already been achieved' for on December 10, 19143,

the General Assembly procla.imed 8 gsclemn Univars&l Declaration of Human Right.s asg
<
2 "common standard of achievement for all ‘peoples and all nations" I am under a

great. tempta.ti.on to read to you tho thirt.y articles of the Declaration because

/ t,heee articles express in words much more’: eloc;uont than 1 could;ever. muster the

his’ooric importance of that. evento In bhe worda of Dr. Evatt, t.he president of

" the Gemral Assembly, this Declaratmn "ia a firat step in a gre&t mlutionary

msc It isv, he said, “the firat occa.aion in vhich the organiaed commnity
of nations has made a declaratiocn on human righta and fundamental freedoms, and

it has the authority of the body - of opinion of the Unlted Nationa as’a uhole, and
millions of people, men, women and children all over the world, y miles from
Paris and New York, will turn for help, guidance amd inspimtion to this document”,

' Immediately before its adoptic;;, M:‘so Franklin D. Rooaevelt, the

chairman of the Comission on Human Rights, said of the Declaration tbat it might
"woll become the international Ha.gaa Carta of ell men everywhere, We hope,” she

vy

said "that. its proclamation by the General Aasemhly will be an event comparable

to the proclama.tion of the Declarations of the Rights of Hap :

RN

in 1789, the adoption of ‘the Bill of Rights by f.he people of the Umted States,

peopla

and the adoption of compara.ble declarations at different. tiruea in other countries”.
855 Mr, Torres Bodet the dimctor-—general of UNESCO, baa eaid that in his

opinion, the Universal Declamt.ion of Buman Rights 1s "the richest in promise of

all the international texts to which the gwemment.s have subscribad since 1945

\_._

in: order to give 1ife to the San. Franciscp Charter" : i

ey
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Nor do I 1nt.end, Mr, Chairman, to analyze or even to comnent on the
thirty apticles that make up thie Universal Declaratitm of liuman nghtso I will
onl}f say that the Declaration includes not only all the t.r,aditional 1ndiv1dual
lit;;rties, 1ike freedom of speech, falr ﬂriai and s0 o, h;ut. that 1t also includes
th; newer economic and social rights, like the right to work aﬁd social security.,

This Declaration is not a perfect document Some of the right;s would

1 /

have besn enunciated difrerently had the Declaration been prepared by learned

lega.l draftsmen; a.nd it is possible that j.t.s st.yle might have. been impromd-' but
I honestly think that, having regard to all tha difficulties and all t.he circum-
atances , the Declaration is a better documnt ‘than the most u.nguine could have

hoped for three years agoo it is certa.inly muach better than I ever hoped for

Ny

when nearly three years ago s 1 left the HcGill Law Faculty to become the direct.or

of the Division of Human Rightse C . \
This Declarat-ion, Mr. chairman, 1s ‘n;'ot. the work of t;ne man or even of
‘ WO ar three men working 1:1 the retiremant and quiet of their studieaa It im
Lh /)‘ he work of hundreds, 1ndeed of t.hmsands, of paople and it rapresenta a s;mthes:w
.‘ £ the 1deas and convictions of the mill:lons of people of all races and nat.ionali-

ies who spoke through tham., Let me tell you how the document was drafteda

‘ : The Chartar, having proclaimed that it was one of tha purposea of the
,Unit.ed Nations to achieve international cooperation in promoting and ancouraging
’respect. for human r.l.ghts and for fundamtal freedoms and ha.ving expreesly pro-

‘ vided for the creat.ion of. a. Comission on; Humn Righ‘ba, the Ecanomiq and Social

'~"_» i l ; Council at ita very rirst session set up a comissi.on on Human R:L:zhts one of the

[ T SN SOV N PSR St |
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first duties of which was to prepare a draft ef an International Bill. of Rights.
Thié Commission, which is now in its Iifth seassion, has met at irregﬁlar intervals
over a period of nearly three yaars;, It would be a mistake to think, however,
that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is the product solely of the minds

s T‘of the sighteen members of.‘ the Ct::vxmn:i.at:v:ion° The Commission has had to aasist its
two Sub-(:ounniasions, a Sub-Commission on Frsedom of Informt:.on and uf the Press
and a Submcommasion on the Prevantion of Diecrimination and the Protection of

: g .Minorities, plua a Drafting Goum:lttee., It was also assisted in ita work by the

L ‘Conm:.ssion on the Status of Wanen, and the articles on freedom o! 1nt‘ormat,ion

-‘ _were drafted by the United Nations conference on Fresdom of Infomation which met

in Genm last year and which was a full-fledged diplomatic f.*.cm*.‘ema.xu:en The

I*subject was also discussed at the Economie a.nd Social Council and during the

“ eighty-five maetmga of the Third Comii;t.ae of tbe Genaral Assembl,y, which is, of
course, a plemary conmittee at which all Hember States are represented, On this

level alone, therefora, the draftimz procedura represernted the cont.ri.bu‘bione of
severa.l hundreds of mindsp At one stage, moreover, the draft was sent to all
Member Governments for comnents and criticisms., Some of the specia.lized agencies,
1ike .the Intemts.om.l Labour Organization and UNESGO, also contributeda And at
O qacl;',?gt,lage the delegates were assisted by their technical advisors and foreign
offices and by all the paraphernalia of the United Nations Secretariga},r Finally,
oy bute éot the least -impértant, there were the many noq-goverm&ntﬁii" organisations
.. which followed the drafting from the beginning and made many useful Eontributionan

Eae%
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.

T 18 ié no exaggefa.t-ioﬁ to séy that the Uhiversal"neclération of

Human Rights 15 a synthesis of t.he contributions of many thousands of
mindso I for one, therei‘ore, am not very impressed when a well-meaning
orit.ic point-s out that it mighf. have been possible to turn a certain\
' age better or that there my ba some ambiguity in the enunciation of a.
_ertain righta ¢ My reply to that critic is that it is a miracle that the
o ob was eyer done‘ f.tt all,“but ;k:e}‘hafa I:_Lahould S8y tha.t wit.h all 1ts
ppa.rent i!nperfections, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights st.ands
s it now doea becauae :lt rerlecta human a.spirationa as they really are,
ot in the bosom of one peraon or even of one group or of one nation, but
£ the whole commity of nations. Small wonder that some people here and
there may disagree with the aynthesis. ,
. ‘I'here has been a great dea.l of discussion both 1n the Commission °
1Y - dnd in the General Assenmbly rogarding the nature or character of the instru-
| mta Is it a legslly binding inatrument » or has it ‘moral force only"
el [ S § uill not. enter thiu controversy although I can say that I do have my

- ;_‘éqm-peraonal viowa on the subjecto Like the palicemn :I.n the Pirates of

N ngnnnce, an Mtemational orficial'a lot ias not always a happy one, He 1s

*1?

expected to make apoechaa about his work and 1n the case of the Universsl

1

D’eclaratiqn of Hu;qnn Rights there 1s even a resclution of the General Assenbly

4.

b -




Page 11.

requesting the Secrstary-General to take all possible steps to di.ésem:imte
i1t as widely as possible, but if an international official speaks on a
matter of substance, his worda will be écmt'.inized and analysed as if
they were articles of the Civil Codeil I will confine mwself therefore,

. !

to a simple stat.ement of facts, It has been arguad and very forcibly

(that. since the Univeraal Declaration of Rumn Rights took t.he ronn of a

resolution of the General Assembly, it can ha.ve no binding 1ega1 forcen
In its own words, it is merely a proclamation of Ma common standard of
achievement”. "On the other hand, it has been equally foreibly argued that

t.he Decla.rat.ion is an authentic interpretation by the General Assembly and

through it by the Hembers of the United Hations, of tha Gharter provisiono .

relabing to human rights, that it confirms the principle ths,t human rights
are now a matter of international concern, and that it is even a basis for
recommendation and action by the United Ha.’é.iéms., It }1.3 also"""arg'h:é.d that

'tha Declaration enuncia.t.ea "general principles og_}_;;ymizaﬂ,.by civil-

. hmd nations" as contempla.t.ed by Art.icle 38 of the Statute oi‘ g,

M
Int.ermt:loml Court of Justice and 13 therefcre a source of international

S

. law, And finally, it has been argued that. whatever obligations ,it may

imose on governments it is certainly. b:v.nding on the varioua organs of the

United Nations as such,

[ RS S
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was adopted only six

months ago, 1t has already bsen f od .‘a number of debates in the
General Aanemb r: snd in ons forml reaolution, the erai‘Assedﬂy as

j on the same .footing as the charter 1tsal£. I am

Notwithstanding the fact that thd Declaration

" referring to the Aasenbly resolution ‘on the treatment of pébple uf Indian
-origin in the Union of Sonth M‘r.tca, uhem tha govemments or India.,
Fakistan and the Union of South M‘rlca are mvited to enter into diseussiona
at a round-table conrerenca taking into cona&deratioa the purposes and prineiples -
of the Charter of the United Nations lnd the Declamtion of Hunan Rights.
Articles 13 and 16 of the Declamtion which provide that every one has the
right to leave any cmmtry, Meluding his om, and that men and women of full
; age have the right to marry without any liuitations due to race, nationality
or religion, are also ment:loned in the resolution of the Genaral Aaaeubly
dealing with ‘the Soviet wivea of citims of dther nat:.onalitieac An
| "g‘ : mmration rastrictad to thess fomll rereranees to the Deelatation does not,
| - hawaver, glve a trua pictu.m of the real ait.unbion. The principlea enunclated
by the ‘Declaration mra in the m:lnds of all delegatss and nentionad by some
Ll . in the discussions relating to the triala or religious 1eaders in Bulgaria

and Hungary. Human 'rights have been &n import. ok the ‘dtseussions

4 regarding the admission of new mmbers. t_‘a Trusteeship Cmmci : has adopted

- rasblutions concerning discrimina.ticn in certain trus r;-;!.torieso This
was done before the adoption of the Ds«_:la:_'a_tion, The partit.ion plen for
‘Palestine contained provisions dealing with human rights. ‘Non-gownmantai
organizations have precipitated deba‘i'.es 1n the .Econowdo - and Social Council om
the safeguarding of trade union rightao Indeed these dabates had some. of

ithe characteristics of a formmal enquiryo Not only were allegatione made by
non-governmental organizations that trade union rights werp being violated
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by certain countries bub the gWemmnts which wero accused and which were
noi: “,mlbdrs of the Gouncil mtex invited to attend the meeting of the! G“oruncil
at ﬁhich tha qrmation we.a dimssed and soms even made replies to tho
allagationae ‘I‘he Comeﬂ. i.s aiso considering the poasibi].ity of an mquiry
into charges of forced 1aborur In the draft Declaration on the Rtghts and
Dut.i.es oi‘ S’oatoa, mrmer, uh:leh is now beling prepared by the Interpationsl
La\r Cnmisaim, it is stated, in Article 6, that "everzr State has the duty
: o tmt aJJ. peraons tmr.ler 11;3 juriadiction with, mspect for humen rights end
ftmdamntal fraedoms withuut diat.inution as to raca, sax, l.angua.ge, or

2 i[n view of. all thia, 1’o ean safely be sald that-, whaﬁaver the ‘1egal force
of t.ha Universal Daelaration oi' Hmn Rights may be, thers is a daveloping
juzispmdmce witbin the United Nat:lona on the question of human r:lghts and

& I shou].d saar mthing at: this po:lnt about. the repercusaions of the

hunn rl.ghts provisions of tha Ghartar and of tha Universal Declaration of =

nmn Rights on th practiee or State . Pursusnt to a recmmnandation pade

by tha Econmic and Sooial COuucil to : 'onn on hupan rights
in the peaee trea.ties, eaeh one of the five peace tree.ti a of Febmmy 10
191;7:: w:lth‘the so-called Yaxis satellitas” inelude provisions guaranteeing the
spgct of‘ hwaan rights in the ax—ww countried. In severzl Latin-American
Q_.._......_...-
eouniaries, including chile, Argmtina and Vemznola, the franchise ha.s bean

granted to “women pursuant %o a recomendatﬁ.on of the Gemeral Assambly.

canada, tﬁé Supreme Court or ontan.o has m_tg:pmt.ed,-—in—ﬂw-ﬁxﬁa
Cana.da.'s au:eptamca of the MMM}M& establishing

\ ;mblic policy in Canads as. bt;gg‘,_pposed to diserimination; and on the bagls
of that. interpretatiop tl;g_,,,_(#our“_g&Mvata ccmant whioh discriminated
against Jme
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References to the inman right;sf";};roﬁisiona in the Charter. have bsen
made in certain cases recently dwidéd ’oy.' the Supreme Goﬁﬁ; of. the United
States, Thus, M;'. Justice Black aaid in‘'a case of Cyama ¥s Californie
that “we (wmeaning the United Statel;) ‘have recently pledged oursélves to
eqoperation u:lth the United Nations “to 'promte ves tmiversal roupect for ‘
and obsarvance of human righte and fundamnt.al freedoms for all without
diatinction as to raca, sex, language or-religion'. How can thia nation”,
he said, "be fa.ithful to thisa intamation&l pledge if stata laws which bar
land ownership and oceupancy by aliens on aceount of me -are permitted to
be enforced?" Fimilly two of the bills t.he purpose of which is to npleuen’o
President Trumn's eivil rights programs, and whieh are now before the United
States Senate, sxprossly recognize the obligations of the Unitbd "States
under the United Nations Charter, and specifica:lly mntion the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. These are o few cases that havo bem
brbught to my attention. 1 do not -think that the list 13 e:dzaust:lVe nor |
does it include all the mors mb’ole reporcussiona in the !‘omation of public
opinion in various countries and the policies and practicea of govermnts.

T have sttenpted, ir. Chariman, to tell you somthing about the
Universal Declaraf.i.on of Hmnan H.tghts, its background, how it was drafted,
its nature or eharacter and the jur.ldpmdence that has already developsd
around it. But what I have told you, is only part of the story o.f what
the United Nations has a}.rea.dy done to prpmte respect for human rights
and fundemental freedoms. .For example, I have said nothing about the :
concern of the United Natclons about ‘the - fate of refugees. ih ditferent |
parts of the mrm, or about the pm‘blmn of Btat.eleasness which will
be discussed at the next session of %ha Emnomic and Suciéﬁ. Goﬁncilo
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Nor have I aad.d a.nything ahout thu szvonuon ror the Rapreaa:ion and the
Punishment, of the Crim of Gmanide which was also adopt‘.ed by thu Par.i.s
session or tho General Assembly last year; or sbout the uork of the United
Nations Conferance on Freedm of Infomatioa and the Conmtion on thc
Internatdonal Transmigsion of News }am the Rght of cormuéh‘ whieh was
adopted by the “:aneral Aasmbly on, 13 Ma;r of this year; or a.bout the work
of the camnisaion on the Status ot Wm, the Sub-Comisaion on the
_Prevention of mscriminat:l.on and: thc Protaotion of !-Bnnritiea ﬂi"' the
mb-Comisss.cn on Freadom of Infomat:loa and of the Prass.

In particular, X have. sadd mthing about the Intemational Govenant
on Human Rights which is now baing draft-ad by the Comisaion on }kmn
Righta. m» Cwmant will take tﬁé fom of an Mmtimal treatxr and

[hne SR

"will:be uuppdrted by machinery .tor implmentation. It waa hopad at om
tim that it would be possible to brlng a draft of this Govenant botoro

tha nm\session of the Generel Acaublq’ but. the' Comniss.inn has now adoptod

a prograume of work whieh involves t-he w.bm!.ssicn of th' draft to governments

snd 1ts ro-—mm:!mtion next spring 1n thc ‘1light of the cémenta and critcleiuus

of govermmta, uith the result tha'b thara is now no poaaibility of the matter

being eonsidared by the Ceneral Asaenbly bsfom tha fall’ of 19500 Many
paople think that the work whmh th¢ mssion :Ls now doing on the Comnt
and masures ot implmtation rapréamts ‘4ts most :bnport‘.mt mak and ud.ll
be the real ’oest ot the sincexity ot t.he desire expraeaad by govvemmmts to
set up efi‘ecti’u'e !ntema.tional mach:l.nexﬁ‘ Ior the protecticn uf lnman rig:tso
I do not havs tu tell yuu, tmrwer, that the problems which hava tobe

MJ.Ved and the obatacles still to be faced are formidableic I am not discussing

this. work 'bonight because the uhole mttor is now bafore the Gomiasion.
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My purpose has besn rather to tell you eomething about. mmlta that have

already been obtained.

We eannot pieme the future,,m oan only :Look back

to the past. I think, however,’ that any objective rmm os: the pest gives

reeson for cautious optimism for the i‘uture » but. we must hg.ve coura,ga and

patience. Courage has been defined ag the’ mty ni‘ ps\st successes. The

record of the United Nations in the, mat.ter of hwnan rights and fundamntal

freedoms does, I submit, show real auccese.

¥a. lmcm toa ‘ohat we have on

our side all tha best mm and WOomet: avox:ywhsra, whatevnr ‘I:heir race, language

.

or religion, and we know that we ara in t-he I\ﬂl strem of creative

svolution.
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