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Sir, >

This should be a day of hops and premise for Canadi tienhood and Canadian freed In your distinguished carssr as Prime Min-
ister of Canada you have always chamhed the idea of Canada’s growth a¢ & free nation. Throughout your public life your professed aim
has been to build a Canadian naticn in which the British liberties, 30 ably dafendod by our Canadian forbears, would ever give us strength.

Yet this, the 78th anniversary of our nation’s birth and the first since the end of & war fought for our freedom, is very nearly a day of
‘shame. For things have been done this year, by the government over which you preside, which have brought Canada into illrepute and

nrnuhed her heritage.

Your government has by executive action awept asido the most sacred rights of citizens. The astablished legal safeguards of the liberties
_of the citizan have been averriden by Orders in Councal, passed in secret and acted upon in -ecrat. Your government has authorized its officials
* to seize, and forcibly detain for as long es they wished, any p thoy wished, witheut sh g any cause other than your order, without
1 charging them with any offence, without trymg them hy due process of Iaw, Yaur government has given authority for men and women to be
' interrogated in any way and under any dition that a her of your gov t thought convenient; and under this authority men and
4 women have been mtarrognted t estshlished law, and agai ntnblhhed lqw hnva been swom to  socrecy 30 they could not report the
manner of their interrogation. Your government has set up a special C as pelled men and women to spealks without aid'
or lega] caunsel dnd without lmowmg l!mr rights. Your government erapowered !hu Commission to {ssue reports, and it did issus reports,
which your gov t the men and women whom it had by your authority unlawfully questioned, befnre they had

been ged or given a hearing in open court. All this i» foreign to our whole tradition. N

You know that many of the pcopIe’l rapresentatives in the House of Commons, and many eminent and humble poople in the country
have denounced these things since first they became known o few montlu ago. But we cannot think that you realize all the harm that has
hean done. Already sufficient news of this affair has been publithed in Groat Britain and the United States to bring into disrspute not only
tho Canadian government, but Canada. The people of Canada do not want to be held in contempt by othor nations.

‘ ’ ‘We are,. thenfoxe. addrensing some tions Lo you, questi hich the people of Canada require answers.

i’ *What reason can you give the peopls of Caneda for having authorized by two Orders in Council the denial of the vital rights guaranteed
. by Magnu. Carty, the' thhon of R:ght, the Hahans Corpus Act and the. whols tradition of British and Canadisn hl;w? You have aaid that you
. thought it of a widespread co;upxrncy had fullen info your hands. Was not the great Petition of Right enacted by

g . the British Pnrlmnent to prevent an overbearing gov t from cl g fuat such excuaes for arbitrary suspension of established rights? ~

Besides, if you had evidence of such 2 grave conspiracy in September of 1945, why were these people, who were soized in Fobruary
]’ ! . of 1946, allowed kv continue in their positions of trust in the civil service from Septembu to Febrfiary? It would have been easy to arrest ind
i : . charga in September any who were suspected, and to let the cousts decida their guilt or innocencefoy due process of law. We hove alweys
: thought, and do atili think, that that is what the courts are for. "The whole idea of a specinl Corpmistion with unlimited power ta go beyond
| the lnw is dnuhly t when it appears, s now it heging to . that the C fouhd no avidence that was not ulrudy in your
J : - possossion in September, For now it xeems as if tha purposs of the C ission hail been to inti dnle those whom it was examining, If this
was not the intention when the Coramission was set up, why were the C ! 5 given unlimited power to go beyond the Jaw?
- . You said on March 18 thlt the C ission befors asking for ﬂm;da!onhon of anyone “had made perfectly cortain that the perapns
E i M -.whom they were aski d be bended were p whom, upon the evidance hefore them, they felt justified in asking sh be

etained.”” Yet in thecace of one of theae persons there was cermnly nG proper evidence, for the charges against him wero later dumyud in
<, !ht magistrate's court,
) * Haw can you account to tha peaple of Canade for your action in publishing the roports of the Kellock- Tuchmau Commimcn in wluch.
R ik - on the basis of spcret interrogation, and with n t false interp of the evidence by the C
: ‘waore in effect declarad guilty of certain offenees befors they had been clurzod' or allowed to appoar in court? How could myans have a fair

. irhl after that?
. ' How can ycu account tu the peoplo pf Cm:dl for your action m,jdlowmz the KeHock-'I'uchnrenu Commission to continue in’ exist.
\mco? Ta pat Lhe acting in contempt-of court, by lu} its qisestions an matters beforg the courta?
W cah you account to the people of Cnnadn for what you have Jona to the reputstion and standing of our Suprame Court? You ex-
9}\ nined }nﬁh;‘luch 18 ¢hat you choze as Commissioners two men who Welro judges o of the Suprame Court becayse you wére anxious that the

fect the Libetty oF the shject, you asbad-two

Fourt in,the couritry | Yo mcquiesca i:i_denymg a1l ajel;qbluhtd udicial prg ool
(= By this favesty of justico theataridinig of the Supraig Colurt lins been gieatly. dimaged: And how will the Sujrénié Caiirt
d faifsjudgment onany appnb int.may- ho sont t6 it fromnthe;: courtsp-when twofofuu rhembers have pmudnd the cases?

TR

Mncken:ua, in strengthening r tand p lbergyé and in bringing Culndn to full nationhcod, What you have done,
: and what you have lllowed to be done, this year, has roversed that tradii gn.
rdmedy which would restore the lawful m:crbunf the Canadian people

. ‘The harm that has heen dane casinot all bo undone.  But there is:

- and give them hacl their nationn sclfraspact. Put u stop to the setivit] of the Kallock-Taschereau Commission. Discard all jts works before

o given rive to'more evil and infustice.” But before the Commiusibn,is dismissed, let Parliament hold a public investigation of its actions

atid:resards. Lat the oaths of secrecy which the Commission extorted hé remitted, so that the Parliament and peopls of Crnada may know
tway dond o ¢hvil ¥ights-end established law. .

rthy record ofhadaulup. Do not lat it ba written hn-the? clocinx p-gu -that frosdom was Kstrayed. .

B

s9s which protect the liberty of the snbject; -

n"{:’n‘ldiod yonudf*,*awn’ mdmi ﬁm'lut’ forlmzh&.-dn havmg‘umed -atvrurdithe Waditions of ‘your aum!father Wil Lyon -

Canede midi the warld-reipott you, “Sir, as the Prime Minlsteriwhg Ied us 20 ably through a great war for freedom. Lot hislmy mdg- . "
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