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1. HRDLTH

rincipal aim of our Federation is the preservation and provotion of
gooc}omtlzenshlp Trerefore, we are pleading before this Special Joint Com-
mittee and are asking that. -all presentations be examined and synthetized in
the light of CI7ISW.

Qur intention is t emphasize principles, rather then to search for legal-
istic wordings or specific amendrents.

11. OPINIONS OF THE PATRIATION AND AVENDING PROCESS

A —a- Whereas Canadian patriotisn constitutes a camon bod amrgorst
vwe_firmly believe that time hes come 1o patriate Canada™ mJtlon
While V\e smoerely deplore resent situation of dissents, no ae

tf?ﬂt provincial unenimity on key issues
ooul be rewm WI |n reasoneble celay. Therefore we as_tinely
and inevitable the historically inperative initiative and unilateral
action of the Canadian Goverrment.

-b- ie deplore the_fact that the patriation issue and the entrenchment of
a Charter of Rights and Freedars becare 10 a great extent a partisan
affair. With respect t aybody™s best intentions, V\edldexpectand
would have much prefered an interpartisan approach, if necessary, even
through a Royal Cammission or a constituent mblyW|ﬂ1 advisory

ONErS.

We applaud all those orgenizations which, mroum teir testinonies,
succeded in keeping these hearings as much nonpartisan as possmle

B -a- Vie also believe that patriation without_an_amending formulla would not
mean more than an act of tokenism with insignificant, only symbolic value.

-~ 'ITE future doice of an arending formula willl be the responsibility of
who will be ready to cooperate for a solution wi
ng forward other unrelated interests. Since Fulton & Favreau, our
omstlmtlmal brains conceived a nutber of workeble formulae.
such proposition can be foud in Part V. of the proposed Act too.
It is oe usable proposition amng several others, not perfect but
not worse then the others.

- e hope that our federal and provincial govermments will not shy
the task and willl meke serious efforts to utilize Part IV. oafv\%
Act, in order to defuse a rather deotic situation with such canponents
as partisanship, fractioalisn, distrust and overacting righteousness.

C - In tre light of CIVISV, we woulld weloome an arendrment to the Act, as
al sore other delegations, which would endow our
smallest province, Prince Eduard Islad, with sore means to inflluence
the outoome of future anendents within’ the framenork of the present
Act.



A/

D/

2/

CHARTER OF RIGHTS AV) FREEDOVS

Qur Federation, its \ery nature, did extensive pioneering work in help-
ing o create plb iC anareness ofl-maanghts*We also did our ghare in
advocating their enactment in provincial and national lans. Human nghts
are an essertial paft of our system of civic values. Eeing consequent to

our former actions, we are supporting the entrenchment of a Charter of
Rights and Freedors into the Canadian Constitution.

We would stlll prefer and lend our enthousiastic support to an agreement
ments in this respect. While such an agreement is

wrsmere influence, we acoept facts as they are and will limit_our

coments o the text of this Act which is the subject of these headings.

It is a couttry wide consesus among our menbers ad rters that Rights
Freedoms camnot be maintained without the acceptance of Responsibillities
and Civic Obligations.

Nonedeys, new immigrants are imbued with arple notions of rights and free-
doms of which, having been brought up under dictatorships, many are hardly
able to grasp the real meaning. This a coplete reversal of the past when
novices had 1o acoept dbligations first, before reaching soe rigts or
freedons. While that situation wes mjust the present extrene is often
disruyptive to our society.

For this reason, we strogly suggest,with the support of all our menbers,
that a parag beaddedtoﬂet@ctcfﬁednrtera' at lesst, mention
of this shauld be mede in apreaTbIe statlng ﬁ\attngTts and Freedomns
must be eamed. ﬂwrmstbeeamed aﬁitmoe responsibilities
and doligations. Rights_an only be Cbll ions and Free-

dans_can_only be maintained by aobptlng |r\oI|V|cUaI ad oollective Res-
ponsibilitiese

Serious doubts have been expressed b y autstanding Canedians_about possi-
bilities of the interference of judicial porers with the ultimate porer of

liarent, which might occur through a Hiberal interpretation of sore
Eaghts or Freedars.

In our gpinion, such legitimate doubts could be alleviated by the inclusion
of a prearble into the Principles_enshrined in a preanble would be used
by the judiciary (:SgJIdShI’ES for the interpretation of tre law.

We suggest that the Special Joint Comittee give serious consideration
the constitutional preanble which has been submitted t© the Préme Ministersl
Conference by the Province of Ontario. The ethical principles, & exressed
$ mEtMIe would have a solidifying effect to all consequences of

is

Qur Movement was a pioneer in developlng interethnic and intercultural re-
lations on a wide scale am-ge(me ians. De facto, the dain of Cltlzershlp
Councils aerosa aur the cradle of Canedian multiculturalism.
The nulti-etinic fact of contenporary Canada wes first recognized by the

B & BM Comission and than elevated t© legal status by policies of the
federal and several provincial govermments.
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Consequerttly and oviously, we wish t add our wice 1o previous suggestions
for the entrenchment of Multiculturalisn, the right t© pursue and 10 presene
ethno—cultural heritages. Qur preference would be a new section within the
Act, everitually corbined with section 15, establishing cultural rights ad
freedoms in_the comtext of unreversesble nulti-etihnic facts of the Canedian
Social fabric. A minimum requirement seams to be the enshiinement of Multi-
culturalism either in a prearble to the Charter or to the Constitutio™

Qur concem for the social development of Canede*s Inuit and Arerindian
peoples dates from the early stages of our Movemenit* Me believe and suggest
that their special status must find a place and be_anchored in the Constitu-
tion. We not only believe that our society ones this to them but we also
maintain the view that there is sore historic urgency to enbrace their prob-
las. IT they will be left in a sort of constitutional linbo or vacuum, the
door willl be wide gpen to the penetration of ideologies and o the ing
of actions which might become as detrimental to their future as to oeNer-
al development of our country*

I;Ie%arding_ﬂﬁ enueration %f rigits ardlfreedms in sare sections of the Act,
especially in section 15, we strongly suggest to abstain from going much
further than %’e Universal Declaration o¥ Human Rights and those I?T.ée%atimal
Covenants which Canda already ratified.

We support only a few, carefully selected additions, such as the protection of
physically handicaped persons or “the equal right of men and women to the en-
!qzm_ent_cf rights and freedars, az recommended by the Canadian Humen Rights

ission. ¥e definitely dlsgi‘prwe the enactment of a | list of notions
for “rights” and freedons which, <0 far, are not sufficiently tested © their
practicality* Their ertrenchment might lead t© cottroersies- and deotic sit-
uations, and might prove to be right those who the entrenchment of a
Charter at all* Mental handi , political beliefs, sexual orientations or
other cotroversial social lens can reasonably well dealt with ordinary
legislatiot™ We agree with those who drafted the present text: they have o
place in the Constitutiot™

CONCLUSION

AIT those Canadiians who studied the proposed Act, who weighed and discussed
its nplications, who mede g effort t agree anong themselves and 1o deleg-
ate witnesses o this Special Joint Comittee, are striving for best soluti-
as. To put our gpinions and suggestions into the proper hight, we nust ad-
mit there are only a few constitutional experts our menbers. There are,
V\I"\%uaver, _?egreat meny among us who axe actively imcl)hved inﬂogmmity Iiirge;_,
acquired a grass roots™ common serse eqeertize- through their quest

higher standards of CIVISW.

The_evaluation of our efforts will be at your discretion, distinguished
Chairmen and Merbers of this Special Joint Comittee.

Thank you for inviting us and for listening to us.

Nicolas M. Zsolmay, QV, Dr.Jux
President.



INTRODUCTION OF THE DELEGATION, APPENDIX No. 1.
BASIC. INFCRVATIONS ON THE FEDERATION.

In older to better uderstood, our organization and menbers of our delegation
must be introduced™

Our prlrclpal spokesman is: Mr* Nicolas M~ Zsolmay, QM, Dr. Jur. He is a resid-
of Quepec and the President of the Canedian Cltlzenshlp Federation. He has

deep roots in intemational soouting ad, since twenty years, a leader within
the Canadian Citizenship Movement™

Other delegates are:

Mr# Eriic L# Teed, QHC*, a resident of New Bruswidk. He is a former Member of

the Legislative Assenbly of the same province and a Past President our Federation.
Dr. J# B¢ /J, Professor Breritus of the University of Manitoba and former
Camissioner of Royal Comission on Bilingualism Biculturalisn.

The historical round of our Movement and the dbjectives of our Federation
are described In IDES No. z & 3

Qur Federation is an urbrella organization carprizing not onl Iocal Branches
and regional Citizenship Coucils_but also other national or OI’%I’\IZBIIG’\S
who, among a wide nrggrcf dbjectives, all share with us ﬂ”e concem for
C|t|zensh| Such izations are: The Canadian Council for Christians
ad Jens, Canadian Hore & School and Parent/Teacher Federation, the National
Chepter I, The Salvation Amy, The National Councill of XVCAs of Caech, The
Corio Techers* Peceratian, Vo Caredian Clis, Garcils,of lonen o

are i smaller or organizations wi a
merbership ajdlngerLE t© ;gveral hundred- g%mlar%] The majori
those who belong ®© our Citizenship Councills_are Canedians of different
aultural badgrounds# They are first-generation Canedians who share a deep
cem about Caneda*a future as a nation and about the constitutional fram/\ork
which will shgpe our camon future#

Sore of these groups alreajymvesentmewﬂ@rmmmpmtatlmsto
this Special Joint Ocnmmtee ir particular contributions t©
the hearings by focusing on ﬂ"ew special growp interests# \We do rot, neither
t© duplicate nor t their suggestions.
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A AASHBACK ON OUR FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY

The Canadian Citizenship. .Moverent ted. its roots in the earlyﬁamrﬁ
Worlld War 1 It was conoceived 40 years ago byCamllm patriots ad ists
of different backgrounds in“order 1o proote "CIVISV®, in-other mw
citizenship” aniag Canedians?- Soconer or later, local ard regional Citi ip
Coucils took the task, Jomlrg into-a natioral gl:gawlzatlm* They received
ample noral financial support from governments from the public**.

From the postwar years ato the Cetemial, the integration of immig-
rants becare the main practical dojective of the Moverent, In order to enhance
the impact of civic values on aur society, idsological the.noral

ad the legal_implerentation of huren rigits becare a Sremost priori During
those years, it ves. quite fashioeble 1o belog to ae of the Citi |p Coun-
i:llS ad itwes regarded a status symol if one*s name gppeared on a Coucil™s

apparent after tre ioticclimax of the Oenternlal
Factors, Gm Iatem: il

intellectual fati enotloral |
shifting priorities, fiscal overspendi gi%e et %‘e\m orl—

fication of senseless radical dissat, ;gd the |m|n|shlrg1sqoport of tre
ness world induced a sudden dacllre—crfmel\/bmmt
by many of its former leaders and .syporters,

By tren, fortunately, the mtegatlmlofl\kaN-Ca*edlambewre such a

far reaching suocess and civism S0 deeply entrenched in the minds_of our citi-

that the rass—RUtsvxerecbtennlnedtoiae the Moverent into their

“and nto ¢o it on their oan”. Local rer‘s/ﬁloral Courcils todk wp the dal-
lenge and joined forces for a nationwide By late 1963 ﬁe objectives
hed._been remdeled, activities reoriented tonards 8rmt “Canedian
CItIZEI’%p Federatiion - Féération Canedieme du Civise e’rerged in Its present
Structu

- ly, In order to offset tre lack of fuds, tas of.

thousands
of , were offered volmtarytears V\elomed imigrants
artfer%upigd them i rate into_ Car%law snclely |g'1s for

ey d réé!mpa“e" Py ”es'dg ;z%% i e
citi ip, ing Imes. orgeni it ip
activities ergl\@%o oﬂgfg 10 outstanding citizens#
They provoted mtereﬁﬂlc relatlors nultloulmral activities ad programs of

encouraged e goact of Canedian Symbols_and enphasiized
the anareness of a distinct Canedian |dent|1y They submitted briefs and_recom-
mendations o various levels of govermment, successfully influencing legislation
in the fields of Citizenship, Humen Rights, Multiculturallsn, Inmigration, Edu-
cation, etc.



As a result of such activities, whille entering the ‘Eighties”, there is
a reneved interest In our Movement which iIs_gaining momertum egain and Is gain-
ing more and more recognition. The credibility of our dbjectives and the use-
fulness of aur activities are becaning more and nore evident as we are facing
a crucial period in Canadian History.

) Flanked by several hundred_individual marbers, tmer%gﬁ']ree organizations,
including elgeatlzenshlp Coucils ad , are now backbore of our
Federation. _ _of these orgenizations are branching out across Caeda. Others,
like; the major Citizenship Cauncils, are regional urbrellas carprising sare

fifty to seventy menber orgenizations ad thus  engldoe tens of
concermed cirtizens.

Members of the_Canadian Citizenship; Federation are certainly huble in
the assesment of their achievements and their future potential ; , &S
they look ahead into the 80*s, they are uncampramisingly proud of their ideals.

OImAMA,  January 1930»

Nicolas M. Zsolrey, QV, Dr. Jur.
President

NOTES  Thirty,as of Dec* 1980.



The Canadian Citizenship Federation, a
non-profit, non-political organization, was
founded in 1968 as the successor to the
Canadian Citizenship Council.

The Canadian Citizenship Federation is

composed of local Citizenship Councils,

Federation Chapters, National, Provincial
and Local Organizations and individual

members.

The affaires of the Federation are managed
by a Board of Directors, consisting of not
more than 24 members, including the
President, Vice-Presidents, Treasurer and
Secretary.

Financial support of the Federation is
purely voluntary, derived from donations
by Canadian Companies and membership
fees.

The Canadian Citizenship Federation has
among its objectives:

— to assist Canadians in reaching a better
understanding of the privileges and
responsibilities of Citizenship,

— to serve as a clearing house and
coordinating agency for problems and
projects relating to Citizenship,

— to promote mutual esteem and multi-
lateral exchanges among peoples of
various backgrounds,

— to conduct national seminars on
Citizenship.

AN ESSENTIAL SERVICE

The continued growth of good citizenship
among Canadians and newcomers is im-
portant. But responsibility for this growth
cannot be left to government alone. It is
everybody's business — the responsibility
of every citizen.

Citizens and citizen organizations need
assistance in carrying out these
responsibilities — assistance that is
informed and responsible, if democracy

is to be preserved, independent of political
or "special” influence or control.

The Canadian Citizenship Federation is
providing such informed, responsible
assistance, and by working constantly with
and through other Canadian organizations,
voluntary and governmental, at "nerve
centres”, at points of decision, it is provid-
ing effective assistance at a relatively
modest cost. It is meeting a vital need
with an essential service that would not
otherwise be available.

= Donations (large and small) are needed
and solicited.

= Your support is invited.

= Your contribution is deductible for income
tax purposes.

LA FEDERATION CANADIENNE DU CIVISME

NOUS CROYONS QUE LES CANADIENS
DOIVENT ETRE PLEINEMENT
CONSCIENTS QUE LE CIVISME ET
LA DEMOCRATIE SONT LA BASE MEME
DE NOTRE MODE DE VIE CANADIEN.

La Fédération Canadienne du Civisme
270 rue MaclLaren, Suite 33

Ottawa, Canada

K2P OM3

Tél.: (613) 235-1467
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