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Arthur Roebuck's Canadian Bill o f Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 
Introduced in the Senate 3 November 1949

1. The British North America Act, 1867, is hereby amended by adding thereto the
following part, which shall be known as "The Canadian Bill of Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms":

xn
148. Every person is entitled to the human rights and fundamental freedoms herein set 
forth, and notwithstanding anything in the British North America Act, 1867. or in any Act 
amending the same, it shall not be lawful for the Parliament of Canada or legislature of any 
province to make laws violating these rights and freedoms.

Article 1
Everyone has the right to life, liberty and the security of person.

Article 2
, . No.one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be

prohibited in all their forms.

Article 3
. , No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. °

law.

Article 4
Everyone has the right to recognition throughout Canada as a person before the

Article 5
. All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equat protection of the law.

Article 6
Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals 

for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law.

Article 7
1. No person shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.

2. Any person who is arrested or detained shall be promptly informed of the
reasons for the arrest or detention and be entitled to a fair hearing within a reasonable time or to release.



359

3. No one shall be denied the right to reasonable bail without just cause.

Article 8
Every person who is deprived of his liberty by arrest or detention shall have an 

effectiv~ remedy in the nature of habeas corpus by which the lawfulness of his detention 
shall be decided speedily by a court and his release ordered i f  the detention is not lawful.

Article 9
Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent

and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations and of any criminal 
charge against him.

Article 10
1. Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed innocent 

until proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has had all the guarantees 
necessary for his defence.

2. No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or 
omission which did not constitute a penal offence, under national or international law, at 
the time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed than the one that 
was applicable at the time the penal offence was committed.

Article II
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home 

or corre~pondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has the x1g^ 
to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks.

Article 12
Everyone legally resident in Canada has the right to freedom of movement and 

residence within the country, and the right to leave and return to Canada.

Article 13
1. Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or 

religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as 
to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution.

2. Marriages shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the 
intending spouses.

3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled 
to protection by society and state.

Article 14
1. Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with

others.
~. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.
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Article 15
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought. conscience and religion; this right 

includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in 
community with others. and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in 
teaching- practice, worship and observance.

Article 16
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes 

freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek. receive and impart information 
and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.

Article 17
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.

2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association.

Article 18
1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of the country, directly or 

through freely chosen representatives.
2. Everyone has the right to equal access to public service in the country.
3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will 

shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal 
suffrage and shall be held by secret vote.

149. Every person is entitled to all the rights and freedom herein set forth without 
distinction of any kind such as race, colour, sex, language. religion. political or other 
opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.

150. Any person whose rights or freedoms as herein set forth have been violated may 
apply for relief on notice of motion to the Supreme or Superior Court of the province in 
which the violation occurred.

151. This Part shall not be deemed to abridge or exclude any rights or freedom to which 
any person is otherwise entitled.

2. This Act may be cited as the British North America Act 1949, and the British North 
America Acts 1867 to 1946, and this Act, may be cited together as the British North 
America Acts 1867 to 1949.

Source: Senate Debates. 3 November 1949,215-216.


