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CHAPTER 11
An Act Respecting the Rights of Alberta Citizens.

{Assented to March 27,1976.)

W HEREAS Canada has fought in two world wars for the Preanrble
declared purpose of assuring a democratic society in

which all men would have an opportunity to enjoy a free and

abundant life including a measure of social and economic

security compatible with the extent of our material resources

and the productive capacity of our people; and

Whereas the second world war, like the first, will have
been fought in vain unless, having defeated the forces of
military tyranny, the Canadian people now proceed to win
the peace by so ordering their internal economy that the free-
dom and security for which they fought may be experienced
in reality by all of our citizens; and

Whereas it is the sacred duty of the Canadian people to
keep faith with the thousands who sacrificed their lives for

this purpose and with their comrades-in-arms who were as-
3H(rjed that this time their sacrifices would not be in vain =

Whereas the Province of Alberta possesses all the human
and material resources necessary to provide for its citizens

~ r m randS€CUrity essential to the enj°’y™ent of personal
Whereas The British North America Act imposes upon the

province the constitutional responsibility of providing its
citeens with an opportunity to realize and enjoy their prop-

erty and civil rights; and y p
discharge of the Province’s responsibility
S & hh? 6" nitr  of/ertain basic rights and

2 0S h °f cltlzen'hlP and requires that its citizens

ac?ess to their resources so that they may
thdr emSpw©°-?S services they require and provide for
afl an nn« bl d”tribution m a manner that will ensure to

~th personagreed om;°and " economic security

arTthd$”™oi° n} rol J Pali<ty with respect to the issue, use
N~ wWWeh tw ffe°f credlt Primarily determines the extent

useof tw ri™Zens °f ™ Bhrta ™ay devel°’P and enjoy the
the electoral * *£es £nd thereforé must be a function of

behalf bv a the provmce to be discharged on their
Nowth T democratically elected representatives;
consent Majesty, by and with the advice and

~herta, enacts a™ollowsT ASSembly °f the Pr°VinCe °f
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2 Cap. 11 BILL OF RIGHTS

Short title 1. This Act may be cited as
Act.”
interpreta- - 5 I this Act unless the context otherwise requires,
jiizen, of “Citizen of Alberta” means a British subject resid-
ing in Alberta whose permanent place of residence is

in Alberta, and who has resided in Alberta for a

) _ period of not less than twelve consecutive months;
b%ﬂgfci?st"’onal (b) “Educational benefits” means,—

(i) the opportunity to acquire a public and high
school education without cost to the student, his
parents or guardian;

(ii) the opportunity by means of scholarships and
grants to acquire university or other specialized
training in cases where a student qualifies on
the grounds of outstanding ability and aptitude;

;?n%'ﬂ)f;‘,'nentn (c) “Gainful employment” means any legitimate occu-

"Medical
beneefﬁs" (d)
"Minister" (e)
"Social
Social, /)
pension
worship

pation as may be from time to time determined by
the Lieutenant Governor in Council and from which
a person derives an income;

“Medical benefits” means all necessary hospital,
medical, surgical and dental care and any other care
given by a recognized health practitioner without
cost to the person receiving the same or if the person
is a minor without cost to his parents or guardian;

“Minister” means the Provincial Treasurer;

“Social Security Pension” means the payment to
individuals, as herein provided, of claims on goods
and services within the limitations of the natural
resources of the Province and the productive capa-
city of the people, to ensure an annual income of not
less than six hundred dollars a year on the basis of
the 1945 price level for every single citizen of
Alberta nineteen years of age and over;

Provided, however, that in the case of married
persons, for the purpose of determining the amount
of the payment to either spouse, the income of the
two spouses shall be considered as if it were their
joint income.

PART 1.

RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP.

Freedom of 3 |t js hereby declared that every citizen of Alberta shall

be free to hold and cherish his own religious convictions and

to worship in accordance with the dictates of his own con-

science.

Freedom of 4. It is hereby declared that every citizen of Alberta shall

expression

be entitled to enjoy freedom of expression provided that he
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1946 BILL OF RIGHTS Cap. 11 3

t?ikecfE”™ % if~az ™~ Wstafer™ “ «" * * *

befrctoaSrf?™ 9% *ew y citize" » Alberta shall >*-a™ «

available to him within the Province. h may be 38«

BETTFEE 18 Actifird 1Ahteshd BhjorhetinoPfifigberta shyfl Jigqromdo

(Izzonfsorrln;[ t% tﬁe |a\'/\?stenﬁf?§rr3:%em°{h%“ reg;c/el'Hgg,fosP safftmarQ a property
SSzw *m PrePertymNClfare a’dP e * ona T S fet
;rgé\[{g Ci'f/\e é 5 tve er C{HZGQ of Iberta shall ’\efd (%

enR 61 ﬁ@ & IR for fl F’rovlﬂgew 60|338 'va' i

tSStUTlOL P »-MSSSSeqg.*

nofiess than’ ?f SaSTL.
y ars oi age is entitled as a right of citizenship to___ of ninot«er'

(a) the opportunity to engage in gainful employment; andS‘lty

0 1S & 1S STmtis rt aslade- 0 a sxd

™J?r'di,iL iereby deSared that esery ««zen of Alberta *>»-«'-m
odip k9 - y6arS °f age is entitled “ * right of S warcof

w sasT S Sjag *ade,uateto— » » -» - d
(i>) educational benefits;
(c) medical benefits.

IS be’\by declared that every citizen of Alberta Right«of
S "ofsixt?yT s®B« A (1S ? af"%rBDd
retirementto ™ ? v e - S"“”™ emPlolr* €'t and upon JE “ «»

(@) a pension of such amount as may from time to time
be authorized by an Act of the Legislature provided

3t ”O?lrtflgfsomam%‘:'dﬁﬂ/tﬁension ;

(Io) medlcal benefits.

12,1t
who beonm bEFuby. declared that every citizen of Alberta Right«of

WiprSemﬂ@’ﬁigﬁtﬁgll%ﬁiﬂé@% unable to engage in Sffiiil?

a social security pension;
{0) Medical benefits.
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Rﬂ}'eer?am 13. In consideration of the foregoing- rie-ht«
citizens it shall be the duty of every citizen of Alberta to
*u o *ly. réSP°nsibilities as an elector and citizen

Alberta, to observe and comply with the laws of the

ment of
laws in
citizens,

Canada and of the Legislature of Alberta and
force in the Province, to respect the rights of
and to exercise his initiative and enterprise

motmg the spiritual, cultural and material welfare
Province.

POWERS OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL.

Powers of . . -
Lieutenant 14. The Lieutenant Governor in Council is hereby auth
Governorin  grized and empowered by order,—

Council

To classif
occupatio%’s (a)

To make
agreements (b)
with Govern-

ments of

Canada or

any province

To make
rules and (c)
regulations

governing the
determina-

tion of

Questions

arising under

Part |

to specify and classify occupations coming within
the meaning of gainful employment for the purpose
of this Act;

to enter into agreements with the Government of
Canada or of any Province of Canada or with any
person, corporation or organization which may be
deemed necessary to carry out the intent and pur-
pose of this Act;

to make rules and regulations governing the deter-
mination of any question which may arise under this
Part, and the procedure to be adopted in such deter-
mination, and in particular but without limiting
the generality of the foregoing, with respect to,—

(i) the qualifications and eligibility of any person
for school, high school or university or other
specialized training hereunder;

(ii) the availability of gainful employment to any
person;

(iii) the eligibility of any person for a social
security pension and medical benefits;

(iv) the eligibility of any person to receive a pen-
sion upon reaching the age of sixty years;

(v) subject to the other provisions of this Part, the
amount of the pension to be paid to an eligible
person.

PART II.

CONSTITUTION AND FUNCTIONS OF BOARD OF CREDIT

Interpreta-

tion' © 15. 1
“Alberta

Credit Cer- (a)
tificates”

COMMISSIONERS.

n this Part, unless the context otherwise requires,—

“Alberta Credit Certificates” means certificates
issued to credit institutions authorizing a corre-
sponding amount of credit deposits and issued in
such form and in such denominations as the Board
may specify for the purposes of carrying into effect
the provisions of this Act.
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1946 BIU, OF RIGHTS Cap,, 11 5

(b)  Board. means the Board of Credit Commissioners "goard”
as Herein provided.

(¢)  Consolidated Credit Adjustment Fund” means a "Consondat-

. ... n Credlt deP°sits operated by the Board of Ad!ustme
Ciedit Commissioners in accordance with the pro- ’
visions of this Act.

(d) Credit means the monetary evaluation of the capa- "Credit”
city of the people of the Province to produce and
distribute goods and services as when and where
required.

(e) “Credit deposits” means deposits of credit which "Credit

nave been made available to persons as claims on Deposits"
goods and services and in respect of which credit
institutions have no corresponding reserve of cur-

rency.

(/) “Credit Institution” means any person, corporation "Credit
or organization whose main business is dealing in institution”
credit by keeping accounts of customers’ credit de-
posits, transferring credit deposits from the account
of any customer to any other person, exchanging
credit deposits for currency or making credit de-
posits available to customers; but shall not include

. any person, corporation or organization whose main
business is the production or distribution of goods
or the rendering of any service to the public which
is not concerned mainly or exclusively with dealing
m credit deposits; and likewise shall not include the
Lank of Canada or credit unions operating pursuant
to The Credit Union Act.

(9) Currency” means coins, Dominion notes, Bank of «cyrrency”
Canada notes and bank notes circulating in Canada
and recognized as money under The Currency
Act, The Bank of Canada Act and The Bank Act.

(h) “Purchasing Power” means the currency and credit "Purchasing-
deposits which are available for the purchase of power”
goods and services by ultimate consumers.

nf +/ °T-thx purP°®e of carrying out the provisions %?ggijtocfom-
aHnfrHnr ;heJ ~ t6nant ? overnor ™ Council shall appoint missioners
s W Commissioners, of not more than five per-

_ shall.be responsible to the Minister for discharging
the duties assigned to them under this Act.

thirL T h€ Lieutenant Governor in Council shall designate chairman

. ° . . and remun-

HBRBE all the nictidsAId BRI BaAYshall fix the remunera- eration of
Terms of
office

X 5 Governor “

cr™dItTnstindinn Board, $™ H have authority to license all grggaer«gr%odﬂc-
°f the Ltai+ano-nt the Proviace and wlth the roval institati
e rll-'5£ r’]’;ant overnor in %ouncﬁj to le the ?gé?s and ortens
*e*al o?sich £ S s 2 thC iSSU6’ cancellation and « -
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mJ2) Every credit institution operating within tv,. »
vince shall within one month of this Actc o m i n / ro~

make application for a license from the Board. ~ nto force

(3) Every credit institution which carries ™ .
within the Province without having first obtobfed~rtlOns
so to do pursuant to the provisions of sub Soi

be guilty of a separate offence with respect to each hra”™L
or agency in the Province in which it carries on b”anch
and shall be liable on summary convictfnn 2L operatlons,

offence to a penalty of not less than one tho”san”~dona”
™d not more than five thousand dollars for each d*? fif8
credit institution so carries on operations. y tbe

(4) In the event of any credit institution within the

secfierwv fai m? -t0 comPly with subsection (f) Of this
th?Rna h operatlh™ without a license issued by the Board

e ¢ ItS authonzed agents,. with the approyal
?o Ene Figlitenant E;overnor i A88UReil" Mav enter Jt
premises of such institution and assume' full control and

shareholders :°f ~ business on behalf of its directors and

Provided, however, that nothing herein contained «hail
deemed to empower the Board to toke™e r S

BEHEPP ¥y VIRRRNGh e RS B ENdS Ak TRREFRSH 18

thife~rd-f any.wa7 the deposits any person may have with
It’% ge%ﬁ%g'; Wlf?*u\f\}/s a_eposilgtsmm any way"r‘%!et%%%%%'ﬁﬁ‘ ﬂ?o%t(e:r.

tl) The Board shall establish and maintain a
res™reiof the ?g\‘;- the estimaty«d cagita{ized rod%ctive
resources reY.mce expressed In monetary tefms” being

as the citotilCT T f Zed valu\tion of,its crediL to be known
cludewithonfdit.w; Accoufnt of Alberta, which shall in-

an e s S S

eoinrSlUnctadc,- hmiting the gOT<!rality °f ‘he fore-

(a) the natural resources of the Province, both develop-
ed and undeveloped; u eiop

(b) buildings, plant, communication and transportation
systems and other public utilities ;

HiP r S f—ProdUCtiVE Capacity of the P«<>Ple of
all of which shall be shown as capital assets of the Province.

I8l 338t thE BroviANd A nIYoR P L ATAIRS P & edhit

SBfc “ * tha People of Alberta, shaita shown as a

(c)

(3) The Board may, with the approval of the Lieutenant
Governor in Council make such regulations as may be neces-
sary for the collection of information relating to the produc-
tion, purchase, sale or the disposition otherwise of goods
and services within the Province.
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1946 BILL OF RIGHTS Cap. 11 7

19. The Board shall establish an account to be known Board to
as the Consolidated Credit Adjustment Fund and with consolidated
the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in Council, the fusimP™d
Board shall issue to such fund against the Capital Assets kind
Account of Alberta credit deposits in such amounts as may
from time to time be required as a reserve for providing an
adequate volume of credit deposits to finance the production
and distribution of goods and services within the Province
and for maintaining a balance between the aggregate pur-
chasing power of the people of the Province and the estimat-
ed collective prices of goods for sale within the Province and
for providing for their equitable distribution, having due
regard to all the factors involved.

20.— (1) From the Consolidated Credit Adjustment Transfers
Fund the Board shall, with the approval of the Lieutenant thegenerai
Governor in Council, transfer to the General Revenue S n t
Account of the Province such amounts of credit deposits
and in such manner as may be required for the following
purposes, namely,—

(a) payment of social security pensions;
(b) payment of educational benefits ;
(c) payment of medical benefits;

(d) reduction of taxation;

(e) tgrants to educational, health or municipal authori-
ies;

(/) the reduction of retail prices to consumers by means
of subsidies.

(2) For the purpose of effectively controlling and régulat- Issue of Al-
mg the issue and withdrawal of credit deposits within the cenmSt~to
Province, the Board, with the approval of the Lieutenant licened
Governor in Council, shall issue to licensed credit institutions ~«tutions
Alberta Credit Certificates in such amounts and on such
terms as the Board may deem advisable in order to enable
such credit institutions to issue credit deposits to customers
over and above the deposits against which a reserve of cur-
rency is held, and the amount of Alberta Credit Certificates
so issued shall be debited to the Consolidated Credit Adjust-
ment Fund.

The allocation of purchasing power from the Con-
lidated Credit Adjustment Fund shall not exceed such purchesing
aggregate amount as may be required from time to time to power
»ring the total purchasing power of the people of the Pro-
vince into balance with the estimated collective prices of the
goods for sale within the Province.

Board to

Sll?uld the aggregate purchasing power of the {30011

K -k™ e Pro,v‘?ce at any «me exceed the estimated Governorin
it ?rice? °t the goods %/o Souncil any

r sale within the Province, excess of
conrlftL  the d\y of the Board to report the extent of this gggggag;”g

ci] immediately to the Lieutenant Governor in Coun- people over
’1°2€ther with a recommendation for its correction. e coligetive
goFdsfor
sale
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Steps to be
AR *{pon ~  receipt of such report and recommenHov
Governorin  wifhL~ W tmant G?vernor ~ Council shall take &
ofttfonow taelatpaX” SS p,IrchasinS S '» « hr»»or 2 2j
(a) direction to the Board to withdraw Alberta
WSYitlITRIRS Bh WIQIS PftAnpRE[L; from licensed Segl it
(») A gucten or withdrawal of'subsidies bein* naiH
provided® ~ retai Pnces t0 consumers as herein
(¢) an increase in taxation for transfer to the credit of
the Consolidated Credit Adjustment Fund subject to
@ the approval of the Legislature; ect to
provided Cti°n °f S°dal security Prions as herein
lati .
8Cf%rcr€%l?tﬁ'ton 3) Upon the withdrawal of such excess
deposits iu“mentéFB °Hr vnay cancel in the Consolidated Credit Ad-

withdrawals

Nany part theiiS.ara0U °' Credit d€posit3 80

Reports by i i
poard to 23. The Board shall from time to time and at least once
every three months, report to the Minister upon?— 1
if pXtent to and the manner, in which the credit of
the Brovince i gemg utlnzed;

(6) - o :
or otherwiste0 ?oP'CtHeSUL?HreCerrqéEe'é] H?Sdacﬁ%%q%%tg
equitable distribution of the goods and services re-
quired by the people of the Province?

a? fifXtent ~ ~al chAhe a” re/ate purchasing power
of the people ofatlﬁe érovmce Is adequate or ot%eprwwe

withiSM"Provin«!*1 g°°dS a”d S€r,iCeS f°r Sa'e

(d) Naction required to be taken for the purpose of
balancing the aggregate purchasing power of the
people of the Province with the collective prices of
goods and services for sale within the Province and

tributior? 8fPREh JoBag A Sl fele eauitable dis

Licensed
¢reditinstitu- n Jr ffT i] Evei-y licejised credit institution shall keep and
Rie Ze™le accounts of its customers, and arrange for the

ate accounts £ 1 L
of customers tiansfer of credit deposits from one account to another

as directe
the Boarc?mav f™M™ ™annfr and by such instruments as the

y
Board Jo*rd ™ay Porn time to time direct and the Board and its
hnib- authon?ed agents shall at all times have access to the
Credit insti- DOOKS, records and accounts of such credit institutions and
ételtrlggjirrggym eveiy member of the Board or its authorized agents having
hold. Alberta SUCh re<iords shall fake and be bound by an oath
cates against Of secrecy proEer y executed before a person authorized to
credit administer oaths within the Province.
cepeut
ich a tiorMr» require every licensed credit institu-

reserve of - nAf 17 gainst all or any credit deposits of customers,
ot being dep0sits against which a reserve of currency of an

not hel
208
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1946 BILL OF RIGHTS Cap. 11 9

equivalent value is held, Alberta Credit Certificates of an
aggregate value not exceeding the aggregate value of such
credit deposits.

(3) In the case of any credit institution licensed to operate Method of
within the Province, having branches and operating outside resenses of
the Province, the proportion of its reserves of currency to wh™gyredit
its total deposits within the Provinces shall be deemed to be institution
in the same ratio as its total reserves of currency to its total withinand
deposits in Canada. pE>niethfi

(4) The Board may direct that any balance due by OHE Board may
credit institution to another credit institution on account of S rtobe
any transfers of credit deposits between their respective Bansderigf
customers shall be settled by the transfer of Alberta Credit Alberta
Certificates of a corresponding value. tmcates™

25. With the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in Regulations

Council, the Board may make regulations not inconsistent
with this Act as to the Board seem necessary for carrying
out the provisions of this Act and for the administration
thereof, and such regulations shall be published in The
Alberta Gazette and upon being so published they shall have
the same force and effect as if they had been enacted as a
part of this Act.

26. —(1) Any credit institution within the Province Penalties tor
found guilty of violating any of the provisions of this Part Credit'8 y
or any regulations made thereunder shall be liable to the instltutlons
cancellation of its license, and in addition thereto shall on
summary conviction be liable to a fine not exceeding one
thousand dollars.

(2) Any person other than a credit institution who vio- Penalties for
lates any of the provisions of this Part or any regulation °therGs y
made thereunder shall on summary conviction be liable to persos
a fine not exceedin% one thousand dollars or one year’s
imprisonment or both.

27. Notwithstanding the provisions of any other Act of etcXmayd®
the Legislature all taxes, fees, dues and other payments paid
thereunder may be made by the transfer of credit deposits crSftede-f

m the forms and in the manner prescribed by the Board posits
from time to time.

28* This Act shall come into force on a day fixed for that '‘np
purpose by Proclamation of the Lieutenant Governor in *
Council, but no such Proclamation shall be made until after
the question of the validity of this Act has been referred to
Th ~ pren% Court of Alberta pursuant to the provisions of

G(institutional Questions Act, and it is certified upon
k f 3 r™erence that this Act is valid, and if no. appeal
sior the time being pending, until the time for giving any
notice of any such appeal has elapsed.



