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»
Dear S ir,

We are enclosing herewith copy of a letter sent 
by the Civil Rights Union to the Eight Honourable, 
the Minister of Justice* In his acknowledgment of 
February 11th, Me*. Ilsley  stated that he would 
see that our representations were discussed with 
his colleagues at the earliest opportunity.

We would like to urge you to support the suggestions 
made in our le tter  to the Minister and in particular 
to support our request for a Parliamentary Committee 
on c iv il rights.

CBM¡ah 
Une*

'^ ^ 3  £Si/JsT> g/
C.B* Macpherson 
acting Chairman

•f. Uttfl - ¿n/vo**.r
\ C\ € <jf| &f l d i t - L  v l l



February 5, 1947

Kt. Hon. J.L. I ls le y , P.C. t 
Minister of Justice,
House of Commons,
Ottawa, Canada,

Dear hr. I ls le y : ;

The announcement, in the speech from the throne, 
that the Government is  recommending the appoint
ment of a select committee to consider and report 
upon "the questions of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms and the manner in which those obligations 
accepted by a ll  members of the United Nations.may 
best be implemented11 is gratifying to those who are 
concerned about c iv il lib erties in Canada. We have 
already sent you (by telegram on January 29th) the 
text of a resolution passed at a public meeting 
in Toronto on January 27th sponsored jointly by the 
Civil Rights Union and the Toronto Civil Liberties 
Association, urging that a Parliamentary Committee 
be set up "to investigate violations of c iv il rights 
in Canada, to hear representations from individuals 
and organizations on means of preventing future vio
lations, and to make recommendations for a Canadian 
B ill  of Rights".

We assume that the Parliamentary Committee which is 
to be set up w ill consider the proposals for a B ill  
of Rights which have been and are to bo made from 
various quarters in Parliament and outside.

We wish now to emphasize our view that the Parliamen
tary Committee should, as a basis for its consideration 
of Canadian c iv il rights and freedoms, investigate the 
apparent violations of fundamental c iv il  rights which 
have taken place recently in Canada.

Wo believe that it  is necessary to consider not only 
broad questions of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms and methods of implementing our United Nations 
obligations, but also, more concretely, methods of 
making secure in Canada those c iv il  liberties which 
events of the past year have shown to be inadequately 
protected* It is our view, which we hope that you and 
your colleagues w ill share, that adequate measures for 
the securing of Canadian c iv il rights can only result 
from a study of the Canadian problem, including an 
examination of what are widely believed to have been 
fundamental violations of Canadian c iv il rights since
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the end of the war. This study should be made a primary re
sponsibility of the Parliamentary Committee»

•Specifically we believe that the Committee should be ashed 
to investigate:

(1) The methods of the R.C.M.P. in the espionage 
investigation^

(2) The conduct of the Khllook-Tasohsreau Com
mission;

(0) The desirability of amending the O fficia l 
Secrets Act to remove some of the presumptions 
of guilt contained in i t ;  and

{4 ) The relation of these questions to the need 
for a H ill of Rights for Canadians.

Apart from these investigations, there are certain related 
matters which wo believ^ should receive your attention as 
Minister of Justice. On these we fee l that the Department 
or the Government should act without delay in order to 
correct manifest injustices which have resulted from recent 
abrogations of c iv il  rights. Specifically we believe that 
the following actions are needed:

(1) The reports of the Kellock-^aschoroau Com
mission should be withdrawn'from circulation:

(2) Compensation should be o f fered  those persons 
found g u i l ty  in the reports  but acquitted in 
court ;  and

(C) Certain individual cases should be reviewed.

Our comments on these three and the above four points follow.

A. Questions in regard to which immediate action is sought.

i .  CIRCULATION OF THE COMMISSION REPORTS

We urge that the reports of the Iwlloclc-Tascheroau 
Commission be withdrawn from circulation. 'Without 
entering into a detailed oriticism of the reports, 
we can sum up our position as follows:

a. The reports went beyond the terms of reference of 
the Commissioners. They contain distortion of fact, 
and relevant evidence is suppressed, (¿eo various 
Civil Rights bulletins, enclosed). They were not documents 
worthy of publication by the Government of Canada.
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A. 1 . CIRCULATION OF THE COMMISSION REPORTS (oont'd .)

b . Such reports, which found persons guilty in ad
vance of tr ia ls , should never have been distributed  
while the cases wore before -thu courts. The d is tr i
bution appears to bo in contradiction of the statement 
by the FrimeMinistor on February 15th, 1946 ,'when he 
urged caution and reserve on the grounds that the 
cases were subjudice.

o. It is unfair to continue to circulate a document 
in which six persons since aoquitted in open court, aro 
denounced as guilty . The fin al report also contains 
attacks on or findings against a number of persons not 
charged in court and against whom in most cases no 
charges could be made*

2 . COMPENSATION TO THOSE xiCqUITTEI)

The Government, by publishing the reports of the 
Eellock-Tascheroau Commission, in effect underwrote 
the guilt of those declared guilty in the reports.
The fin al report declares that “whatever the view 
taken in the courts the findings of the Commission* . • 
are not affected and remain v a lid ". This guarantee of 
guilt has been broken by the acquittal to date of six  
of those found guilty in the report. They have been 
put to heavy legal expense, suffered severe damage to 
reputation, and in some cases lost their jobs. There 
is an equitable and moral obligation on the part of 
the Government to compensate these people for legal 
costs and damages to reputation. Those who were Govern
ment employees should, in addition, receive back pay 
and be reinstated in employment.

3 . CERTAIN IttPIVIPPAL OASES

Certain cases should be reviewed at once with a view to 
releasing some individuals and reducing the sentences 
of others.

a* The Nillsher Case

There is no evidence (except the assertion of Gouzenko) 
that this woman is the agent ELLX. Gouzenko!s assertion 
is contradicted by the fact that Miss Willsher had no 
access to the documents credited to KLLI. -¿warns is not 
the agent ERNST, and the conversations between Adams and 
Miss Willsher have beon explained to a jury, who accepted 
the explanation* This woman appears to be the victim of 
police intimidation (see p . 255 of the fin al report: "I  
know I can be shot quite e a s ily .n). $ho should be released 
and receive compensation for the-way in which she has 
been treated.

Rt. Ken. J.E . l i s le y  February 5, 1947
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3 . CURTAIN INDIVIDUAL GA3ICS- (cont'd .) 

b * Tag Hose Paso

Public concern has been shown about the conduct of 
the Hose tr ia l . Charges have been made that he was 
treated in a discriminatory way pending his appeal.
We have previously protested the denial of b a il, ‘Ho 
urge that a select committee of the House of Commons 
be set up to hear Mr. Hose in person or with counsel 
on the subject of his treatment,

c. The Mazerail Case

E.W. Mazerall was convicted on the basis of statements 
made by him to the police and to the Commission* He 
was not warned by the police, The statements were not 
voluntary. The Courts have declared these statements 
admissible, since the accused did not know of and hence 
did not ask for the protection of the Canada evidence 
Act. The Canadian Bar association has since recommended 
that the Canada Evidence ^ct be amended to make the pro
tection of the act automatic, We support this recommen
dation, We also urge that clemency be extended to Mazerall* 
He is serving a prison term on the basis of a provision 
of the law of evidence which the Canadian Bar Association 
feels in the interest of justice should be changed.

d. The Wpikin Case

On the advice of counsel Mrs. Woikin entered a plea of 
guilty and was sentenced to two and a half years in 
penitentiary. After that her original sentence was in
creased by six months for contempt of court. It is doubt
ful i f  the contempt sentence is valid. It should be made 
clear that she is serving the original sentence only. It 
would be appropriate to review her sentence in the light 
of the fact that her conviction was only possible becau.se 
of answers extracted from her by the police vh ich led to 
her subsequent guilty plea. The same consideration as 
in the Me.zerail case are applicable here .

e . Other cases, now on appeal, may be the subject of later
representations to you., ,

B. Questions in regard to which investigation by the Parlia
mentary Committee is needed*

1, METHODS OF TKd R.C.M.P*

The Parliamentary Committee should be directed to examine 
thu conduct of the interrogation of those detained at 
Hockcliffe under P.G, 6444, Vie suggest that the R*C,M*P. 
interrogation was ille g a l. When those detained were taken

R t. Hon» J.L , I ls ls y  February 5, 1947
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B* 1 .  MJTHQDS OF TKS R.C.M.P» ( o o n t ’ u . )

into custody i t ‘ was known that charges would probably 
be laid against than* They were not warned by the police. 
Individuals appear to have been bluffed, cajoled and 
frightened into making statements. vVo would ca ll to your 
attention recent comments on police methods by the Ontario 
Court of Appeal in the Sears and hick cases. It has been 
stated In court that extreme p o litica l and racial bias 
was shown by the examining officers of the special branch 
of the R.G.M.P* in the espionage cases»

2. THS CONDUCT OF THÈ KNLLOCK TASCHNÎ-u.aU COMMISSION

The Parliamentary Committee should be directed to examine 
the conduct of the K-jllock-Tasoheroau Commission* we have 
urged before that it  was unnecessary to set up a Royal 
Comission to do a police job, and a job that had already 
been done by the R.G.M.P. There is  no Canadian precedent 
and no authority for the setting up of a Royal Commission 
to s it  in secret. There does not seem to be any authority 
for the action of the Commission in swearing witnesses to 
seorecy* The Commission refused to advise witnesses as to 
their rights, even when requested to do so. In many cases 
the Commission refused access to counsel at a time when 
the Commissioners well knew that charges would be preferred 
against the person asking counsel. The Oommissloners showed 
strong p o litica l bias and prejudice, and by the procedure 
they adopted they unfairly handicapped the defence of the 
accused.

3» TKS OFFICIAL SKCRUTS aCT

V/e urge that the Parliamentary Committee examine the O fficial 
Secrets Aut with a view to clarifying a number of points 
and in particular to removing the weighty and objectionable 
presumptions of guilt contained in i t .

4 . A BILL OF RIGHTS FOR CiJ^PlANS

We believe that the events of 1946 clearly indicate the need 
for the re-affirmation of the rights of Canadians. Tnis is 
particularly appropriate at a time when interest in the 
rights and responsibilities of Chadian citizens is high.
Such a b i l l  can only be satisfactory i f  i t  is preceded by 
wide public discussion in which individuals and organizations 
can effectively  tako part. Me therefore urge that the terms 
of reference of the Parliamentary committee include consider
ation of a Canadian D ill of Rights and that the Committee be 
enabled to hear representations on that question as well as 
on the specific points whioh we have suggested are necessary 
preliminaries to the consideration of a Canadian B ill  of Rights.

Yours very truly,

MHS:ah (Mrs*) Margaret H* Spaulding 
Chairman.
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HON LOUIS ST LAURENT 

MINISTER OF JUSTICE OTTAWA 

NEWS PAPERS REPORTING DISCARGE FIRST BOYER JURY SAY ALL FRENCH 

CANADIAN AS REQUESTED BY BOYER STOP THIS DAMNABLY BAD PRECEDENT
, i

POSSIBLY FOLLOWED IN SELECTION SECOND JURY PROBABLY UNCONSTITUTIONAL 

AND MIGHT PRODUCE RETALIATIONS 

PARSON MORRIS
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COPT FOR:
The Minister of External A ffairs

c/o T h e  Secretary,
M ISS  D O R O T H Y  H E N D E R S O N ,  
309 L O N S D A L E  R O A D ,  
T O R O N T O  12, O N T A R I O .

November SB, 1947

The Right Hon* J.L , I ls le y , K.C., M.F., 
Minister o f Justice,
Ottawa, Canada*
Dear tir* I ls le y :
A recent issue o f  the "Toronto Daily Star" 
carried a story date-lined Ottawa, November 
24th, in regard to the making of a film , 
"The Iron Curtain", based on the espionage 
t r ia ls .  The story contains the follow ing 
statement: j

" I t  was learned here that 20th Century- 
Pox has obtained permission from the 
ju stice  department to make both in terior 
and exterior scenes at the R ookcliffe  
barracks of,the R.C.M.P."

In our view, any film  o f  the type projected 
in regard to the espionage investigation would 
merely perpetuate the series o f in ju stices 
against which we have previously protested, 
and we vigorously protest against any co-operation 
by your Department with the makers o f th is  film*

Very truly yours, .

MHSîdh (Mrs.) Margaret 
Chairman.

H. Spaulding


