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., Pentecostal
funding plan on
debate schedule

A resolution to amend Term 17 of
* . the terms of Union of Newfoundland
* and Canada to provide the Pentecos-
e« tal Assemblies of Newfoundland with
« ! denominational school status within
the constitution was introduced
. Wednesday and will be debated Fri-
, | - day simultaneously in the provincial
el House of Assembly and the House of -
4*2 Commons.
' 1. Since 1954 the Pentecostal Assem-
2 blies schools of the province have en-
* joyed the same rights and privileges
.1 from the province as have the major |
religious denominations. In 1949
1 when the province joined Canada
those rights were entrenched in the
British North America Actand main-
tained when the Canadian Constitu-
- tionwas repatriated in 1981 jl
However, in 1949 in Newfoundland.
the Pentecostal Assemblies were not
recognized as a major religion, hav- J
ing only 3.3 per cent of the population
and operating small schools in only 1
six communities in the province -
Point au Bay, Windsor, Horse Is- 1
lands. White Bay, Samsons Island !
and Black Island in Notre Dame Bay
' and Salt Pond (now Embree).
PASTOR PLEASED

Pastor Roy King said Wednesday
he is pleased the denominational ed-
ucation rights are being entrenched
in the constitution at last.

The Pentecostal Assemblies peti-
tioned the provincial government for
recognition in 1951 In 1954 a unani-
mous vote to recognize the group was
passed in the House of Assem-
bly.Since then those schools have re-
ceived from the province per capita
grants on the same basis as other de-
nominations. Negotiations have been
ongoing since at least 1971 between
the two levels of government for en-
trenchment

The Pentecostal population is now
about 6.6 per cent of the total.

Over the past two years efforts
have been increased.

Debate on the resolution is not ex-
pected to take long with speedy pas-
sage anticipated.

oo~7



By PAT DOVLE n
Of The Evening Telegram *

The Newfoundland Teachers”
Association (NTA)’s claim that the
denominational education system is In-
efficient and wasteful has been soundly
rejected by the three Denominational
EducationCouncils (DECs).

And one of the councils, the
Pentecostal Education Council, said it
believes the NTA Is attempting to
discredit the current education system
with a view to getting rid of It.

At a news conference Monday morn-
ing, the Pentecostal, Catholic and In-
tegrated Education Councils also
dismissed the NTA call for a royal com-
mission Into the province™ denomina-
tlonal education system.

The DECs, which were established
under the Education Act passed by the
Newfoundland Legislature in 1968, are
the legally-constituted bodies which
represent the churches in the regula-
tion of education Inthis province.

They were responding Monday to a
brief on the denominational education
system presented by the NTA to the
provincial cabinet's social policy com-
mlltee In June. The press conference
was held Inthe DECs’ offices on the se-
cond floor of the B.F.L. Building,
Crosble Road.

Representatives of the three counclla
held a Joint news conference although
each Issued a separate statement.

They charged that the NTA brief con-
tained unsubstantiaed claims, Innuen-
dos, exaggerations, errors of fact, and
mis-statements

But Pastor Earl Batstone, executive
director of the Pentecostal Education
Committee, made the strongest state-
ment, saying he had the impression
from the NTA brief that the teachers’
association was trying to discredit the
denominational education system, on
economic grounds, with a view to get-

Teachers trying to discredit

The Pentecostal Education Council
says It Is concerned about what It sees
as an attempt by the Newfoundland
Teachers' Association (NTA) to
discredit the province's denomina-
tional education system.

The three Denominational Education
Councils iDECs) issued their response
Monday to a brief on denominational
education presented by the NTA to the
provincial government InJune. .

Pastor Earl Batstone, executive
director of the PEC, said he had gotten
the strong Impression from the
teachers’ association brief and that
NTA Is attempting to discredit the
denominational education system, on
economic grounds, with a view to get-
ting rid of It.

astor Karl Batstone also said that
since the 1969 reorganization within the
education system, the Pentecostal
schools have experienced much Im-

i

At a joint press conference at tpe
BFL Building Monday, represen-
tatives from three denomina-
tional education councils issued
statements strongly criticising>'an
tinEIrid of It.

| three councils said the present
education system has served the needs
well. heY agreed there are
weaknesses In the system and said they
are willing to work with all concerned
on Improvements. But they said a royal
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Denominational educationcouncils -
«pundly reject:NTA's school brief

NTA brief on the denominational
school system. From left to right:
Mr. F.J. Kearsey, Executive
Director of the Catholic Educa-
tion Council; Dr. Tom Pope, Ex-

commission into the denominational
education system is not needed at this
time and "would Itself be an un-
necessary waste.

The three DECs all said they were
concerned by the negative approach to
tha whole issue reflected in the NTA

mReaction«

provement In facilities, programs and
personnel.

"We take serious issue with the In-
nuendo that maintaining our
seperate schools, we are falllnﬁ to offer
quality education to our children,”
Pastor Batstone said.

SYSTEM HAS PREDICTION

He said the present education system
has a long tradition of serving well the
educational nerds of the children of this
province. He said the contributions,
financially and otherwise, made by the
churches have been rather substantial

The present system has many
positive factors and the PEC has great
difficulty with the negative positions
pr_edsented by the NTA"In Its brief, he
said. *

SYSTEM A SCAPEGOAT*

Pastor Batstone said the weaknesses
that do exist in the present educational
system are due to factors other thdn

denominational but It is the denomina-
tional system that becomes the
“scapegoat" Inthe NTA brief.

He said the PEC Is prepared to co-
operate with the partners in education
Inaddressing these weaknesses.

Pastor Batstone said it is unfortunate
that a guess becomes the basis of much
of the criticism in the NTA brief.

"Estimations of wastage of public
dollars to support the system, and ques-
tionable claims of overlapping Jurisdic-
tions and administrative inefficiency
are unsupported by fact.”

Such guesses lead to very lllogical
conclusions, he said. .

For example. In excess of 860 million
of the 877 million the NTA claims is the
extra cost to the provincial government
lor the denominational system relates
to teachers' salaries, said Pastor
Batstone.

"Is one fiRh of the teaching force

ecutive Director of the Integrated
Education Council; Pastor A.F.
Batstone, Executive Director of
the Pentecostal Education Coun-
cil.

brief.

The other representatives at the news
conference were Frank Kearsey, ex-
ecutive director of the CEC and Dr.
Tom Pope, executive director of the In-
tegrated Educational Council.

system?

redundant? Should salaries be reduced
by one-fifth to effect this saving7"
BRIEF APPEARS TO DISCREDIT

Pastor Batstone said despite the
NTA's attempt to give reassurance that
it Is not attempting to weaken or
destroy denominational education, "we
fail to see this assurance carried out in
the criticism it has launched against
the system."

He said that after reading the NTA
brief, one is left with the distinct im-
pression that the NTA Is calling for one
ipublic s?;stem such as prevails in much
of North America, without exploring
the weaknesses and bias of such a
system. i .

Pastor Batstone said the PEC
believes that the Call for a royal com-
mission At this time is not warranted on
the basis of the findings and “conjec-
ture" pul forward in the NTA brief.

Billignores strengths of the system

A Newfoundland Teachers” Associa-
tion (NTA) brief to government on the
denominational education system total-
ly ignores the strength of the system
and Its positive contribution to educa-
tion In this province, says the Catholic
Education Council (CEC) In their
rPcennn«A In Hip brief Ixsned at a Joint

Mr. Kearsey said the CEC will co-
operate with all concerned to make Im-
provements In the present system and
will co-operate even furthér In such
areas as shared facilities and teachers
and common busing, provided that “the
religious freedoms and liberties of our
DeoDle are In no wav Jeopardized and

“Isolation by denomination." Is
ellfftyr "at best, a total misunderstan-
ding oNjur denominational system or,
at worst, V/ross mis-statement of what
the teachersawdthe NTA know to be Its
true purpose anJiwlent.”

He said examples given by the NTA
are exaggerated and “Incredibly”

which could beneficially review the
educational system at a particular
point In time,” but there are no valid
reasons for such a commission given In
the NTA brief.

The education system Is constantly
under review with a view to making It
more efficient and effective, he said,
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as an attempt by the Newfoundland
Teachers” Association (NTA) to.
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tional education system. .
The three Denominational Education
Councils (DECs) Issued their response
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provincial government InJune. .
Pastor Earl Batstone, executive
director of the PEC, said he had gotten
the strong Impression from the
teachers' association brief and_that
NTA Is attempting to discredit-the
denominational education system, on
economic grounds, with* view to get-
ting rid of it.
astor Earl Batstone also said that
since the 1969 reorganization within the
education system, the Pentecostal
schools have experienced much Im-

A Newfoundland Teachers' Associa-
tion (NTA) brief to government on the
denominational education system total-
ly Ignores the strength of the system
and Its positive contribution to educa-
tion In this province, says the Catholic
Education Council (CEC) In their
response to the brief issued at a joint
press conference Monday.

Frank Kearsey, executive director of
the CEC, said the present education
system Is based on sound philosophical
and educational principles, Is in accord
with the fundamental right of parents
to choose according to their own convic-
tions the kind of education and the
model of school they wish for their
children, and has served educational
needs well for more than 100years.

personnel.
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positive factors and the Pfcc has great
difficulty with the negative positions
%re‘sented by the NTA in Its brief, be
said.

system a 'SCAPEGOAT*
Pastor Batstone said the weaknesses
that do exist In the present educational
system are due to factors other than

* Mr. Kearsey said the CEC will co-
operate with all concerned to make Im-
provements In the present system and
will cooperate even further In such
areas as shared facilities and teachers
and common busing, provided that “the
religious freedoms and liberties of our
people are In no way jeopardized and
will continue to besafeguarded ac-
cording to the provisions of the govern-
ing Schools Act and the Constitution of
Canada.” .

Mr. Kearsey said that for the NTA to
talk about the ability of Various
recognized denominations to establish
and ‘maintain schools, which have as
their object the formation of the whole
person. Including education In the faith

destroy denominational education, “we
fall to see this assurance carried out In
the criticism It has launched against
the system.”

He said that after reading the NTA

tiohs and administrative  Inefficiency brief, one Is left with the distinct Im-

> «re unsupported by fact.” ,

conclusions, he said.

.. presslon that the NT” Is calling for one
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mission At this lime is not warranted on
the basis of the findings and “conjee-

X
“Is one fifth of thXteaching force .lure” putforward Inthe NTA brief.

Billlgnores strengths ofthe system

of “Isolation by denomination," Is
either, “at best, a total misunderstan-
ding of our denominational system or,
at worst, a gross mis-statement of what
the teachers and the NTA know to be Its
true purpose and intent.”

He said examples given by the NTA
are exaggerated and '“Incredibly”
negative.

There are many errors of fact In the
NTA brief, said Mr. Kearsey.

He said the NTA provided "no
evidence to back up Is Its claim that at
least one-fifth of the provincial budget
for education Is wasted as a result of
duﬂicalion. .

r. Kearsey said the CEC would be
open to a royal commission which has
been given a proper mandate and

which could beneficially review the
educational system at a particular
point In lime, but there are no valid
reasons for such a commission given In
the NTA brief,

The education system Is constantly

under review with a view to making It
more efficient and effective, he said,
(and therefore a royal commission at
Ithls time would constitute an un-
necessary expense.
V. “Areview by a Newfoundland royal
commission calculated to undermine
what Canadians have just recognized
anew as a constitutional right under the
constitution Act of 1981 would be con-
trary to fundamentals of justice to all
and"the spirit of our pluralistic socie-
ty," Mr. Kearsey said.

Regrets totally negative approach

The Integrated Education Council
said It regrets the “totally negative ap-

roach” taken by the Newfoundland

eachers Association (NTA) In Its brief
to the provincial government on the
denominational education system.

The province's three Denominational
Education Councils held a news con-
ference Monday at which they released
their reponse to the teachers’ associa-
tion's brief.

Dr. Tom Pope, executive director of
the Integrated Education Council, said
the overall thrust of the relevent sec-
tion of the NTA brief appears to be the
desirability of further denominational
co-operation In_the delivery of school
services. The 1EC endorses that thrust,
he said. . .

But Dr. Pope said the council regrets

the need to be critical of the methods
used by the NTA in its appraoch to the
Issue.

For example, he said, there Is no
reference in the brief to the history and
geography of the school system. ;

“Moreover, the financial costs at-
tached by the brief to the system are
not based on facts. Also, the duplica-
tions of certain facilities and the ex-
istence of small schools are exag-
gerated."

Dr. Pope said the brief attributes the
cost and scope of school transportation
to the denominatloanal system, and no
reference Is made to settlement pat*
terns and the desirability of having
students attend larger schools.

He said that the brief refers to what It
terms "questionable means of oh)era—
tion.” including the building of schools

based on denominational needs, the
building of church-school combined
buildings, and the construction of small
unsophisticated schools.

“As general statements, the council
points out that these are untrue," said
Dr. Pope.

On the same questionable basis, he
said, the brief speaks to government’s
funding of the councils.

It surel?/ would be known by those
responsible for the brief that the chur-
ches do not have "their own systems,"
Dr Pope said.

“The system we have is the pro-
vince’s The province adopted the
denominational school system The
churches became partners_with the
province In the administration of the
system and_in so doing have over the
years contributed greatly to the school
System.” .

1 Dr. Pope said the IEC does not sup-

port the establishment of a royal com-
mission as called for In the NTA brief.
He said there Is no basis provided Inthe
brief for an educational review of that
nature.

_Rut he said consideration might be
given to a special committee studying
the strengths and weaknesses of the
system with a view to recommending
further denominational co-operation.
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School superintendents want more
Involvement In educational system

The president of the Newfoundland
and Labrador Association of
Superintendents of Education says
members plan to take a higher profile
in the educational decision-making pro-
cess.

Ed Smith of Springdale said Monday
the association is preparing a feasibili-
ty study on hiring part-time support
staff. A decision will be made during
the annual general meeting in May,
1987, he said.

The association, he said, is looking at
hiring an executive secretary who will
do research and prepare position
papers which will provide input on deci-
sions affecting education.

“At the moment, all we’re able to do
is react when somebody makes a state-
ment or makes a decision,” he said.
“We'd like to be part of It from the
beginning so that we don’t need to

<nee

react, we can be effective before It ac-
tually becomes a fact."

He said the association consists of 9%
superintendents and assistant
superintendents employed by the pro-
vince’s 32 school boards. He described
the superintendents as the chief ex-
ecutive officers of the school boards
who are responsible for such things as
planning school construction, program-
ming and budgeting.

Mr. Smith said members of his
association are in the unique position of
Implementing the policies of the school
boards and the provincial Department
of Education and seeing how they work.

“Given that fact, we should have
quite a bit of input into policy making,”
he said. “We should be there whenever
policies are being made that affect our
schools, our teachers and our children
most of all.”

The association, he said, does have a
liaison committee now which provides
a forum to discuss policies with the
Department of Education and other
organizations involved in the educa-
tional field. But, he said they are trying
to expand their input and be pro-active
as well as reactive.

During a meeting in Gander last
month to discuss the future of the
association, he said members decided
toestablish two standing committees.

The first will look at legislation being
drafted by the provincial government
and respond to it.

"We don’t mean to be a critic In the
negative sense but to respond to the
(provincial) department when It comes
up with any kind of legislation that is
going to affect us,” he said. “Jhat com-
mittee will look at It, examine Its im-
plications, and try to advise the depart-
ment from our perspective on what ef-
fect this legislation will have."

He said the second committee will
study the professional needs of the pro-
vince’s superintendents and make
recommendations on steps that should
be taken to assist professional develop-
ment.

The association, he said, would also
like to have representation on a number
of committees that work at the depart-
mental level such as committees on
pensions, teachers’ certification and
policies and a general advisory com-
mittee which advises provincial Educa-
tion Minister Loyola Hearn.

“Superintendents have never before
been so determined to take an effective
role In the overall educational process,
both at the provincial level and in terms
of their own development as profes-
sionals,"" he said. “They seem willing to
take whatever steps are necessary,
financially and organizationally, to
realize that objective."



Politicians heap praise
on Pentecostal system

By MAUDIE WHELAN
Of The Evening Telegram

If there was any doubt Newfoundland’s legislators are
in favor of the denominational education system, it was
dispelled Friday morning injthe House of Assembly.

For two hours in a debate on the resolution to have
denominational education rights enshrined in the Ca-
nadian Constitution on behalf of the Pentecostal Assem-
blies of Newfoundland, Premier Brian Peckford, Loyola
Hearn, Minister of Educatioin, Roger Simmons, interim
Opposition leder and Leo Barry, provincial LiberaiParty
leader, praised the system in general and the Pentecostal
schools in particular.

Gene Long (NDP-St. John’s East) did not speak in the
debate but voted in favor of the resolution, which passed
unanimously minutes before the House adjourned at 1
p.m. for an Easter break of two weeks.

New Democratic Party leader Peter Fenwick was ab-
sent from the House. He is in his district of Menihek.

Pentecostal Pastor Roy King was in the Speaker’s gal-
lery for what was described by Premier Peckford as an
“historic and memorable” event. Pastor King said he did
not expect such lengthy or laudible speeches from the
members of the legislature and Premier Peckford.

SIGNIFICANT

“Any amendment to the constitution of a country is
significant,” said Mr. Peckford, "but what we are doing
and what the government of Canada will be doing is en-
suring the rights and privileges of a religious denomina-
tion in a province that have been enjoyed by other reli-
gious denominations since 1949 —that’s not housekeeping
legislation.”

The Pentecostal Assemblies, he said , have grown to be
a very influential organization, performing a very valu-
able service spiritually to society generally, and educa-
tionally to students in the province.

“In my experience over the last five years in partic-
ular, and I could go 10, the education, academic as well as
religious that the Pentecostal Assemblies are providing
to these schools are exemplary,” the premier said. The
premier has two daughters who attended Pentecostal
schools over the last several years. He has also taught in
the Integrated School system. He said he would urge any
member of the legislature who has not visited a Pentecos-
tal school, to do so —*it would do your heart good.”

“From the point of view of sheer cleanliness, organiza-
tion, discipline —when you walk into the doors of a Pen-
tecostal school, it is an unbelievable experience. They
have done an excellent job —I want to publicly congratu-
late them.”

TELLS OF VISIT

The premier related a visit he made last fall to the
northern Labrador coast, during which he stopped in
Postville and visited the Pentecostal school. He remem-
bered the manners and courtesy of the children to their
elders and their peers.

“In the total delivery of the education program,” said
Mr. Peckford, “the Pentecostal schools have not forgot-
ten the family and the social values —others could take a
leaf from their book.”

Mr. Peckford referred to current debate about the va-

lue of denominational schools which, he said, are valid
arguments in terms of duplication of service.

But, he said, ‘it is ironic, at a time when we are ques-
tioning denominational education, the richest province in
Canada, Ontario, is recognizing denominational schools
and funding them.”

The premier urged factions arguing the merits of de-
nominational education not to throw out all that is good
but not to hold fast to all that was in the past.

Keep the best, he said, and find a middle ground.

“As time goes on | hope Pentecostal Assemblies will
not be tempted to dilute their current approach to the
delivery of education. Hopefully it will continue to be the
shining light of the future.”

FIRSTAMENDMENT

Mr. Simmons said Friday’s amendment is the first that
has been made to the Canadian Constitution since it was
patriated April 15,1982.

A companion resolution was introduced in the House of
1(;on?mons Friday and is expected to proceed without dif-

iculty.

Mr. Simmons also praised the denominational system,
saying a secular system says to the child ‘you have a
mind’; the Christian system says ‘you have a mind and a
soul.’

He noted that Tom Mitchell, father of Cal Mitchell,
(PC-Lapoile) was a forerunner of Pentecostal education
in the province.

Education Minister Hearn said the first schools in the
province were set up by religious missionaries who pro-
vided the people with “solid values.”

He said there is much to be improved in the Newfound-
land system but said he sees evidence every day of co-
operation among the different denominations to improve
the delivery of education.

CANT STAND STILL

“It’s not an issue where you sit on the fence. We've
made no bones about where we stand. But we can’t stand
still. We have to strengthen it.”

Leo Barry said Friday’s event is not a minor matter.

“We are limiting the powers of this legislature (by)
agreeing to enshrine rights and privileges into the consti-
tution which no longer can be affected by decisions of this
House.”

He said it would be supported as a matter of principle
because all religious denominations should be treated
equally.

Entrenchment has been supported by the Liberals his-
torically.

He said Vaters Collegiate, the Pentecostal high school
in St. John’s, is often the leading high school in the prov-
ince.

“That isan example of how their approach to education
has paid off.”

Jim Russell, Minister of Consumer Affairs and MHA
for Lewisporte, said he represents about 45 per cent of the
Pentecostal population in the province (6.6 per cent of the
total population). He said he was pleased to be part of the
historic occasion of entrenchment of their rights, once
formalized in the House of Commons.

All members of the House who spoke in the debate are

former teachers, im t,
. |

Denominational education critic
fears mov”™will set a precedent

The proposed amendment of the Terms of Union to pro-
vide the Pentecostal Assemblies of Newfoundland with

kinds of changes to be introduced,” she said,
The heads of the DECs, she said, have always down-
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leader, praised the system in general and the Pentecostal
schools in particular.

Gene Long (NDP-St. John’s East) did not speak in the
debate but voted in favor of the resolution, which passed
unanimously minutes before the House adjourned at 1
p.m. for an Easter break of two weeks.

New Democratic Party leader Peter Fenwick was ab-
sent from the House. He is in his district of Menihek.

Pentecostal Pastor Roy King was in the Speaker’ gal-
lery for what was described by Premier Peckford as an
“historic and memorable” event. Pastor King said he did
not expect such lengthy or laudible speeches from the
members of the legislature and Premier Peckford.

SIGNIFICANT

“Any amendment to the constitution of a country is
significant,” said Mr. Peckford, “but what we are doing
and what the government of Canada will be doing is en-
suring the rights and privileges of a religious denomina-
tion in a province that have been enjoyed by other reli-
gious denominations since 1949 —that’s not housekeeping
legislation.” /

The Pentecostal Assemblies, he said , nave grown to be
a very influential organization, perforrning a very valu-
able service spiritually to society generally, and educa-
tionally to students in the province.

“In my experience over the last five years in partic-
ular, and I could go 10, the education, academic as well as
religious that the Pentecostal Assemblies are providing
to these schools are exemplary,” the premier said. The
premier has two daughters who attended Pentecostal
schools over the last several years/He has also taught in
the Integrated School system. He said he would urge any
member of the legislature who has not visited a Pentecos-
tal school, to do so—*“it would dolour heart good.”

“From the point of view of sheer cleanliness, organiza-
tion, discipline —when you walk into the doors of a Pen-
tecostal school, it is an unbelievable experience. They
have done an excellent job — 1 want to publicly congratu-
late them.” /

TELLS OF VISIT

The premier related a visit he made last fall to the
northern Labrador coast, coring which he stopped in
Postville and visited the Pentecostal school. He remem-
bered the manners and courtesy of the children to their
elders and their peers. /

“In the total delivery of,the education program,” said
Mr. Peckford, “the Pentecostal schools have not forgot-
ten the family and the social values —others could take a
leaf from their book.” J

Mr. Peckford referred to current debate about the va-
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shining light of the future.”
FIRST AMENDMENT

Mr. Simmons said Friday’s amendment is the first that
has been made to the Canadian Constitution since it was
patriated April 15,1982

Acompanion resolution was introduced in the House of
Commons Friday and is expected to proceed without dif-
ficulty.

Mr.ySimmons also praised the denominational system,
saying a secular system says to the child ‘you have a
mind’; the Christian system says ‘you have a mind and a
soul.”

He noted that Tom Mitchell, father of Cal Mitchell,
(PC-Lapoile) was a forerunner of Pentecostal education
in the province.

Education Minister Hearn said the first schools in the
province were set up by religious missionaries who pro-
vided the people with “solid values.”

He said there is much to be improved in the Newfound-
land system but said he sees evidence every day of co-
operation among the different denominations to improve
the delivery of education.

CANT STAND STILL

“It’s not an issue where you sit on the fence. We’ve
made no bones about where we stand. But we can’t stand
still. We have tostrengthen it.”

Leo Barry said Friday’s event is not a minor matter.

“We are limiting the powers of this legislature (by)
agreeing to enshrine rights and privileges into the consti-
tution which no longer can be affected by decisions of this
House.”

He said it would be supported as a matter of principle
because all religious denominations should be treated
equally.

Entrenchment has been supported by the Liberals his-
torically.

He said Vaters Collegiate, the Pentecostal high school
in St John’s, is often the leading high school in the prov-
ince.

“That is an example of how their approach to education
has paid off.”

Jim Russell, Minister of Consumer Affairs and MHA
for Lewisporte, said he represents about 45 per cent of the
Pentecostal population in the province (6.6 per cent of the
total population). He said he was pleased to be part of the
historic occasion of entrenchment of their rights, once
formalized in the House of Commons.

All members of the House who spoke in the debate are

former teachers . o V» P>
« U, e i |

Denominational education critic
fears move will set a precedent

The proposed amendment of the Terms of Union to pro-
vide the Pentecostal Assemblies of Newfoundland with
denominational school status in the constitution has one
critic of denominational education worried the move will
set a door-opening precedent.

Lynn Byrnes, a past president of the Newfoundland and
Labrador Human Rights Association and a frequent
critic of the denominational system, said Friday common
sense indicates that if the amendment goes through, “the
door is left wide-open” for other denominational groups
toeventually demand similar status. “

For opponents of the system and those who at least
favor a review of denominational education, the amend-
ment would denote a deeper entrenchment of a system
they consider inefficient and too costly. 7

Ms. Byrnes has another interpretation of the resolution
- if the Terms of Union can be amended, parts of them
can also be repealed.

“If we can amend the Terms of Union after all we’ve
heard from the churches and the denominational councils
about how its provisions protecting the system are practi-
cally carved in stone, well, it opens up the way for all

kinds of changes to be introduced,” she said.

The heads of the DECs, she said, have always down-
played criticism of the system by arguing the Terms of
Union can’t be changed. Even if an amending formula
allows for changes, Ms. Byrnes added, Friday’s passage
of the resolution (to amend) without serious debate is still
unsettling.

The amendment requires the approval of both the pro-
vincial House of Assembly and the House of Commons.

Meanwhile, John Noel, senior counsel with the provin-
cial Department of Justice, declined to offer an opinion of
Ms. Byrnes’ interpretation. He neither denied nor con-
firmed the validity of her claims.

The Pentecostal Assemblies were recognized by the
House of Assembly in 1954. Since then, Pentecostal
schools have received per capita grants on the same ba-
sis as other denominations. When Newfoundland joined
Confederation in 1949, the Pentecostal Assemblies made
up only 3.3 per cent of the population and were not recog-
nized as a major religion.

Pentecostals now comprise about 6.6 per cent of the
total population.
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Pentecostal
funding plan on
debate schedule

A resolution to amend Term 17 of
- the terms of Union of Newfoundland
and Canada to provide the Pentecos-
Z* tal Assemblies of Newfoundland with »
; * denominational school status within
Z* the constitution was introduced ;
*Z Wednesday and will be debated Fri- ;
Z* day simultaneously in the provincial }
', House of Assembly and the House of ~
I* Commons.

-I- Since 1954 the Pentecostal Assem- *
¢ blies schools of the province have en-
*%joyed the same rights and privileges >
1" from the province as have the major »
i7 religious denominations. In 1949 $

Z\ when the province joined Canada
\ those rights were entrenched in the
~ British North America Act and main-
* tained when the Canadian Constitu-
,* tion was repatriated in 1981
However, in 1949 in Newfoundland. J
the Pentecostal Assemblies were not
** recognized as a major religion, hav-
I ing only 3.3 per cent of the population
* and operating small schools in only
I**six communities in the province -
Point au Bay, Windsor, Horse Is- 1
* lands, White Bay, Samsons lIsland !
I and Black Island in Notre Dame Bay
- and Salt Pond (now Embree).
: PASTOR PLEASED
%- Pastor Roy King said Wednesday
he is pleased the denominational ed-
ucation rights are being entrenched
in the constitution at last.
The Pentecostal Assemblies peti-
tioned the provincial government for
* recognition in 1951. In 1954 a unani-
mous vote to recognize the group was
passed in the House of Assem-
bly.Since then those schools have re*
ceived from the province per capita
grants on the same basis as other de-
nominations. Negotiations have been
ongoing since at least 1971 between
the two levels of government for en-
trenchment
The Pentecostal ]populatlon is now
, about 6.6 per cent of the total
Over the past two years efforts
have been increased.
Debate on the resolution is not ex-
cected to take long with speedy pas-

= e
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"Tdenominational system

By DEANA STOKES-SULLIVAN
Of The Evening Telegram

Provincial Education Minister
Loyola Hearn disputes the New-
foundland Teachers' Association's
claim that the denominational educa-
tion system in the province is costing
the provincial government an extra $77
million a year.

At a news conference Friday at Con-
federation Building, Mr. Hearn said the
"added cost of the denominational
system" is around $10 million a year
and that can be reduced to $5 million.

Responding to criticism of the system
in a NTA brief presented to the provin-
cial government in June, he said it's
difficult to understand how the NTA ar-
rived at the $77-million figure. Even
under a complete public school system,
the province because of its geography
and population would require at least 20
school boards, Mr. Hearn said. Because

these boards would be larger, costs for ;

administrative and personnel support
services would increase and Mr. Hearn .
said he would estimate that savings in
administration costs would not exceed
$7 million.

Ail other costs, including teachers'
salaries, school supplies, operation and
maintenance, student transportation
and school construction are related
more to numbers of students in the pro-
vince than to denominational affilia-
tion, Mr. Hearn said.

""Savings in these areas would be
marginal and probably not exceed $3
million," he said.

BRIEF 'OVERESTIMATES'

x The NTA brief "overestimates the

extent of duplication in the school

system," said Mr. Hearn. The brief is

correct, he said, in stating that there

are 165schools with 100 or Pess students

and the NTA estimate that 33 of these

could be eliminated "appears rea-(
sonable."

However, he said, if that target could
be achieved the province might save $1
million in direct teachers' salaries,"
but would spend almost half that
amount in additional busing costs."'

Mr. Hearn said there are some OP-
portunities for improving both the effi-
ciency of the existing system and the
q(ljjality of educational services provid-
ed.

«¢gN1l m T.H 7N
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""The number of school boards can be
reduced,” he said. ""This further con-
solidation would improve ad-
ministrative and program support in
the affected school districts and reduce
administrative costs."

Denominational school boards can
co-operate on the operation of schools
serving small student populations, he
said, either to operate joint service
schools or simply not to duplicate
school services in low population areas.

Mr. Hearn said many school boards
are already co-operating on a regional
basis for student transportation and the
delivery of specialized services such as
speech pathology, itinerant teachers
for the visually and hearing Impaired,

.educational psychologists and other

low-incidenge programs to children
with special needs.
DISCUSSION

The Department, of Education has
begun discussions with the denomina-
tional education councils and school
boards on these vmatters, ¢aid Mr.
Hearn.

"We are confident that co-operative

.measures will be taken to improve the

administration of existing programs
and that these efforts will enable new
initiatives to further improve the quali-
ty of education for our youth."

Mr. Hearn said while he endorses the
general premise of the NTA brief that
changes are desirable and possible to
improve learning opportunities for
studerits, he doesn’t agree with the
figures the NTA has included Inits brief
to indicate that the existing system is
costing a total of $77 million annually.

The NTA has referred to the pro-
vince’s denominational education
system as being the most inefficient
and wasteful of any system in Canada.

The NTA recommended that a royai
commission be established to look at
the system, but Mr. Hearn said Friday
he feels it would be “irresponsible™ for
his department to set up a royal com-
mission when it is aware of what the
problems are in the system ?nd how
they can be resolved. 1

He said if the department finds that it
is wrong about the problems and solu-
tions then it would consider a study or
perhaps, a royal commission. ; ,

More on Page 3

.
I



By CATHY FINN
Of The Evening Telegram

Detractors of the province's
denominational education system
would be wrong to think the province
.could act unilaterally to abolish the
system or to divert public funds to sup-
port secular education, says provincial
education minister Loyola Hearn.

The minister held a news conference
at Confederation Building Friday to
respond to criticism of the system by
the Newfoundland Teachers' Associa-
tion. In its brief Exploring New
Pathways, presented to government In
June, the association called the
denominational system inefficient find
wasteful.

It claims the system wastes one in
every 85 of taxpayers’ money spent on
it.

' The tenor of the news conference was
0 play up the benefits of denomina-

( tional education and suggest means of,
improving its efficiency. Mr. Hearn’s
defense included references to enshrin-

, ed rights, to operate denomlnatlonal
systems.

While constitutional protection for
denominational education is entrench-
ed in the Canadian constitution, protec-
tlon iven to denominational schools in

oundland differs from that provid-

ed for other provinces. Mr. Hearn said

more denominations acquired rights In
> "J £

*
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Hearn defends education system

Newfoundland than in other pprvinces
MImply because all major denomina-
tions were Involved In the operation of
schools at the time of Newfoundland's
entry Into Confederation™.

FUNDING NON-DISCRIMINATORY

He pointed out the government here
is required to fund denominational
schools on a non-discrimlnatory basis;
In other provinces, funding Is optional.
Athird Important difference, he said, Is
unlike other provinces, Newfoundland
did not have a public school system at
the time of Confederation and hasn’t
established one since.

"This Is undoubtedly because of the
general recognition the establishment
of another school system would further
fragment already small education
units, and place an exorbitant strain on
the limited resources of the province,’!
Mr. Hearn said.

He addressed what has come to be
referred to as the "duplication of ser-
vices" resulting from denominational
education. The minister maintained
government has worked with the
various denominations to reduce such
duplication and argued the approach
has actually.'meant significant im~"
provements: ) .

« amalgamation of the major Protes-
tant denominations to form an in—,,
tegrated school system;

« reduction of the number of school
boards from about 300 to 35, the number

S/\

of schools from more than 1,200 to 600;

e the operation in several com-
munities of Joint service schools by the
Roman Catholic and Integrated boards.

As well, all systems now follow a
common curriculum, common gradua-
tion requirements for students and
common teacher certification stan-
dards set by the province. Schools are
also required to provide education on a
non-discriminatory basis for «all
registered students — they can refuse
registration only if there is a "'school of
the students’ denominational affiliation
reasonably available to them."

The minister’s defense did not end
there. He noted parents are able to re-
quest exclusion of their children from
religious Instruction — schools must
comﬁly with the request. All provincial
teachers belong to the same profes-
sional association, are members of the
same bargaining unit and are protected
by a common collective agreement, he
added. v

"The changes resulting from this ap-
proach have considerably reduced ad-
ministrative Inefficiencies, vastly im-
proved educational standards and stu-
dent achievement, *nd substantiall
reduced costs from the levels whic
would have been required if co-
operation among the denominational
systems had not been established,” he
said.
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Breen re-elected as chairman
of Roman Catholic school board

—
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Kevin Breen was
re-elected chalr-
man of the Roman
Catholic School
Board for St.
John's at the
board’'s annual
general meeting
Wednesday even-
ing.

The board enters
its second year
since being elected
last November BREEN
with virtually the same executive as
last year, re-electing Len Squires as
vice-chairman, Leslie Bruce as
secretary, and five of the six remaining
executive members.

The one change to the six was Father
Kevin McKenna, who joins Jack Par-
sons, Michael Keefe, Sister Nolasco
Mulcahy, Paul Adams and Paul
Stapleton, who were re-elected to the
executive. Father McKenna was
elected to replace Ray Halley, who did
not seek re-election, but later accepted
an appointment as chairman of the
Planning and Priorities committee.

Board members discussed progress
made to Implement Plan 90, a docu-
ment outlining proposals for the
reorganization of schools in its district.
The four-year plan calls for a co-
educational system to be introduced at

* G
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Holy Heart, Brother Rice and Gonzaga
high schools, and at Presentation, Holy
Cross, St. Patrick's Boys and St
Patrick's Girls junior high schools. It
also recommends three new high
schools be built in the next four years,
along with extensions to four other high
schools.
'AMICABLE, CO-OPERATIVE*

Vice-chairman Len Squires reported
the first of three public meetings was
held in Mount Pearl during October,
which he described as amicable, co-
operative and supportive of the plan.
He said the Goulds parish has offered to
donate land for the building of the high
school to allow students in Grades 9-12,
currently at St. Kevin’s All-Grade
school, to attend high school, leaving
St. Kevin’s for use by grades K - 8. He
said two further meetings, aimed at
winning grass-roots approval of Plan
90, will be held within the next week in
Torbay and Manuels.

According to Mr. Squires, the concept
of a co educational system has met
with the approval of administrators
and the public for junior and senior
high schools. But he said serious
logistical problems will exist unless
further consideration be made before
introducing the system to St. Patrick’s
boys and girls schools.

Mr. Breen announced the proposed
extension to St. Matthew’s School re-

uires a capital outlay of $319,000, but
the Catholic Education Council (CEO,
while giving permission to borrow,
gave no firm commitment for repay-
ment to the board. After discussion it
was agreed to make arrangements to
borrow the required funds, in order to
complete the board's commitment, and
to make a stronger case to the CEC for
eventual repayment.
~ The denominational education
system was raised by Sister Mulcahy,
who voiced her concerns only one side
—'the negative one — is presented in
the news media. She said the public at
large appears to remain very much in
favor of thé system, guaranteed in the
Canadian Constitution, and suggested a
committee be struck to put forward a
positive message to the public in a con-
structive manner.

It was agreed to publish and
distribute a newsletter including In-
formation about the Catholic school
system on a quarterly basis.

On public exams, Geraldine Roe,
associate superintendent of cur-
riculum, reported good results with an
86 per cent passing rate. She said five
students were awarded Electoral
District scholarships, with ten students
receiving Centenary scholarships.
Fifty-five Centenary scholarships are
awarded annually by the provincial
government.
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Hearn to respond to attacks JT&n

Education
Minister Loyola
Hearn says he will
respond publicly
next Friday to re-
cent attacks on the
province’s denom-
inational education
system and show
the case of the HEARN
critics has been blown out of propor-
tion.

The latest shot at the system came
Thursday from' CBC Television’s cur-
rent affairs program On Camera. The
program commissioned a province-
wide survey which suggests about 55
per cent of Newfoundlanders are in
favor of changing over to a universal
public school system.

Earlier this year, the Newfoundland
Teachers Association ; submitted its

brief Exploring New Pathways to the
government, claiming, without figures
to prove it, the denominational system
wastes one in every $5 of taxpayers
money spent on it.

The more recently published report
by the Royal Commission on Employ-
ment and Unemployment also refers to
alleged inefficiencies in the system, but
it, too, fails to provide hard figures.

Mr. Hearn declined comment on the
CBC survey when contacted Friday. He
said he did not want to jump the gun on
his reply to the teachers association,
which went into the mail this week.

But he left little doubt he will come
out in defence of the denominational
system.

He said he has no arguments with the
figures of the survey but is convinced a
large portion of public discontent with

the system is based on the teachers
association’s claim millions of tax
dollars are being wasted. This, he said,
is simply not the case, and his depart-
ment has the figures to prove It

Mr. Hearn will also take issue with
those who argue tbe province should
have a public system. “Our system is
completely public,”* he said. “No
children are turned away.”

But if there are parents who would
prefer to send their children to a public
school system, there is nothing to stop
them from starting one, he added.

He acknowledged denominational
school boards must do more to allow
parents of all denominations have a say
In the education of their children, but he
dismissed claims the system tramples
human rights as “grossly exag-
gerated.”

School councils react to survey

By AZZO REZORI
Of The Evening Telegram

The province’s three denominational
education councils recovered quickly
Friday from a CBC survey aired Thurs-
day night, which suggests New-
foundlanders are willing to discuss
change.

The survey’s most dramatic finding
is about 55 per cent of the public sup-
ports replacing the denominational
system with a public system.

But church leaders and officials of
the denominational councils were quick
to shift the focus to the survey’s more
positive findings.

More than 90 per cent of respondents
gave the school system a passing
grade. Another 72 per cent agreed
teaching religion in school gives a bet-
ter overall education. Only 7 per cent
criticized religious aspects of the
system.

On the other hand, 75 per cent agreed
with the statements the system wastes
money through duplication of facilities;

69 per cent said boards should be fully
elected; another 62 per cent believe the
system is unfair to families which do
not belong to one of its religions.

St. John's Roman Catholic ar-
chbishop, Rev. Alphonsus Penny, said
the system should feel “highly com-
plimented” by the survey, but he took
issue with the “lie” it wastes money.

The charge of waste was made
earlier this year in a discussion paer by
the Newfoundland Teachers Associa-
tion, but the association produced
nothing more than a guess to back its
statement, he said.

Rev. Penny also doesn’t accept the
denominational system is “church-
dominated.” The church Is the people,
he said, and has a right to be present in
schools.

Rev. Penny insisted the denomina-
tional system is not cast in iron and is,
in fact, changing all the time. Still, he
does not see the day when the Roman
Catholic education council will merge
with the other two councils to form one

\ir

fulfy integrated system.

This is the goal of Anglican bishop
Rev. Martin Mate, whose denomination
is @ member of the Integrated Educa-
tion Council.

Rev. Mate said he is “tormented and
disturbed” when he sees children in the
same community running off to schools
of different denominations. His answer
to those who want a public school
system is a fully integrated one with
universal access on one hand and the
rerl]igious dimension in education on the
other.

There are three denominational
education councils in Newfoundland —
the Roman Catholic, Pentecostal and
Integrated. Rev. Mate said the councils
risk playing into the hands of their
critics if they insist too much on runn-
ing separate systems.

In a joint reply to the CBC survey, the
three councils say the survey il-
lustrates the need “to communicate
more effectively.”



student enrolment down: report

... Student enrolment (rom
Kindergarten to Grade 12 In New-
foundland schools has dropped by more

-'.than 15,000 from 1976-77 to 1985-86, ac-

cording to a report on trends In educa-.

tion released Friday by Education
Minister Loyola Hearn.

The report contains figures showing
an enrolment of 142,332 students in the
province's schools this year, compared

. With 157,682 in 1976-77.
But, the birth rate in the province has
also been declining substantially over
."the years, from 12,767 in 1976-77 to 9,602
for 1985-86. *\ 1
The number of children enrolled in
~ Kindergarten has dropped from 12,782
S in 1976-77 to 9,375 for 1985-86.
The number of graduates has In-
creased from 5522 in,1976-77 to 7,112 In
n.1984-85. J N
The Department of Education Is
{ predicting, that Kindergarten
enrolments will continue a downward
trend and reach about 7,700 by 1995
while the number of primary students
in the province’s schools will decline on
an average of 1.64 per cent per year. It
is predicted that the number of elemen-
tary students will decline on average by
2.30 per cent each year and the number
of Junior high students will drop by 2.36
per cent annually.
IMMERSION INCREASE

The report says there will be minor
variations in senior high enrolment, but
significant decreases will occur during
the 1990s. The number of senior high
students islpredicted to decline on
average by 1:93 per cent annually and
the number of students In special
education programs will Increase to
11,000 by 1995.

The report predicts the number of
,students in French Immersion pro-
grams will increase on an avera%e by
25 per cent to 30 per cent per year for at
least the next five years and the
number of students graduating from
high school will continue to increase for
several years and then decline.

The total enrolment for the province
is expected to continue declining an-
nually as well.

The number of births in the province
is also expected to continue to decrease
in the future.

This graph included in a Depart-
ment of Education report on
trends in education in New-
foundland shows birth rates for
Newfoundland and all of Canada
from 1961 to 1981 and what, the
ldepartment is projecting for
1991. In 1961 the rate of births in
the province was 34.1 per 1,000
population and in 1984 the rate
dropped to 15.7. In 1991 the rate
is expected to drop to 14.2. Stu-
dent enrolment in the province's
schools has been declining sig-
nificantly during the past several

The report says in 191 the rate of bir-
ths per 1,000 population was 34.1 and
since then the rate dropped to an
estimated 15.7 in 1984. By 1991 the rate
is projected to drop even further to 14.2.

The number of families continues to
increase and is expected to reach
145,000 in 1991 and then decline by the
mid 1990s. It is projected that the
average number of children in each
family in 1991 will be 1.62. There are
now almost 140,000 families in the pro-

years, the dropping birth rate be-
*ing the main reason for the
decline. Enrolment this year in
the province’s schools is at
142,332, more than 15,000 less
<than {he 157,682 figure Jn
11976-77. The number of children
enrolled in Kindergarten has
dropped to 9,375 for 1985-86
from 12,782 in 1976-77 and by
1995, the department is projec-
ting a further drop to 7,700
Kindergarten students being
enrolled in schools.? -

vince and the average number of
children per family is almost two.

The Department of Education is plan-
ning to release two other reports, one
this fall and the other during the first
quarter of 1987. The second paper will
focus on the future deamnd for teachers
and will provide forecasts of demands
in specialized areas and in geographic
regions while the third will deal with
economic trends and fiscal projections
for various educational components.

Teachers' Association says more
education money needed, not less



ARTICLE 10 — Disciplinary Action

10.01 — Subject to 12.01 (b), no teacher shall be
suspended, dismissed or otherwise disciplined except for just
cause.

10.02 — Any teacher who is suspended or dismissed shall be
provided written notification within five (5) calendar days of
any oral notification. Such written notification shall state the
precise reason(s) for the suspension or dismissal and no reasons
other than those stated in that notice may subsequently be
advanced against the teacher in that particular disciplinary
action.

10.03 — A copy of any document placed on a teacher's
personal file, which might at any time be used against a
teacher in any case of suspension, dismissal or disciplinary
action, shall be supplied concurrently to the teacher. Before
any such document is entered in the teacher's personal file, it
shall be signed by the teacher for the sole purpose of certifying
that it has been examined. If the teacher refuses to sian. the
document shall be entered in the personal file with the
notation that the teacher has refused to sign. No occurrence or
event, which is not documented in the teacher's personal file
within ten (10) calendar days of the discovery of the incident,
except a culminating occurrence or event, shall be used
against the teacher in any case of suspension, dismissal or
other disciplinary action. Proper security for these files shall be
maintained.

10.04 — Any document which might at any time be used
against a teacher in any case of suspension, dismissal or
disciplinary action shall be removed from the personal file and
destroyed after the expiration of two (2) years provided there
has not been a recurrence of a similar incident during that
time, in which case it shall be removed two (2) years after the
recurrence.

10.05 — The personal file of a teacher may be inspected by
the teacher at any reasonable time and if so desired, the
teacher may be accompanied by a representative of the
Association.

ARTICLE 12 — Termination of Contracts

12.01 — By the School Board — A contract of employment
made between a School Board and a teacher may only be
terminated:*

(@) by giving three (3) months' notice in writing by the School
Board (or pay in lieu of notice) if the contract is to be
terminated during the school year and two (2) months' notice in
writing (or pay in lieu of notice), if it isto be terminated at the
end of the school year, provided an adequate reason for
termination is stated by the School Board in writing and the
contract is a continuous one;

(b) by giving three (3) months' notice in writing by the School
Board (or pay in lieu of notice), if the contract is to be
terminated during the school year and two (2) months' notice in
writing (or pay in lieu of notice) if it is to be terminated at the
end of the school year and the contract is a probationary one.
When a School Board terminates the contract of a teacher who
is on a probationary contract, the teacher shall be given
opportunity to discuss the reason with the Superintendent. The
termination of a probationary contract for reasons of
incompentency or unsuitability will not be subject to the
grievance procedure. However, a probationary teacher shall
have the right to grieve as to whether or not the applicable
notice (or pay in lieu of notice) was given;

(© with thirty (30) calendar days' notice in writing by the
School Board (or pay in lieu of notice) when the teacher is
incompetent;

(d) without notice, by the School Board, when the certificate
of grade or licence of the teacher has been suspended,
cancelled, or is no longer recognized under the regulations;

without notice, by the School Board, where there is gross
nduct, insubordination or neglet of duty on the part of
he teacher, or any similar just cause;

(f) without notice, by the School Board, when the teacher
refuses to undergo a medical examination in accordance with
the provisions of paragraph (f) of Section 13 of the Schools Act,
R.S.N., 1970.

12.02 — By a Teacher — A continuous or probationary
contract of employment made between a teacher and a School
Board may be terminated by the teacher by giving three (3)
months' notice in writing to the School Board if the contract h to
be terminated during the school year and two (2) months'
notice in writing if it isto be terminated at the end of the school
year.

12.03 — Notwithstanding Clauses 12.01 and 12.02, the
parties to this Agreement recognize that any contract may be
terminated at any time by mutual agreement of the teacher
and the School Board.
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Denominational system still
good topic for lively debate

) Almost 110 years after it was first
instituted, .Newfoundland’s denomi-
national education system is still a
topic of lively public debate. That
fact was amply proven Tuesday
night as an audience of approxi-
mately 120 people gathered in a Me-
morial University lecture theatre for

what was billed as a public forum on
, denominational education.
. jThe gathering attracted represen-
- tatives of most major participants in
' the province’s education system, but

while predictable differences of opin-

ion were present on some issues the
debate produced almost unanimous
agreement that some significant
changes are necessary.

The background to the existing sit-
uation in the Newfoundland educa-

tion system was provided by the first
of four panelists to address the meet-
. ing. MUN Education professor Dr.
Phil Warren told those in attendence
that despite the -continuing debate
“the denominational system has in
many ways served the province
well” and it continues to enjoy the
. support of most Newfoundlanders.
KEY IS CO-OPERATION
L In light of that, fact Dr. Warren
/ suggested the key to improving the
f system lies not in The abandonment
, of its basic principles but rather in
v increased co-operation and negotia-
tion within the existing denominatio-
; nal framework.
Citing a number of examples
where denominations have already
j instituted arrangements to share
« staff and facilities for the common
good, he argued further such acco-
modations may well hold the solution
to continuing problems of shortages
in educational funding, particularly
insome rural areas/
*The theme of inter-denominational
co-operation was amplified by the
I second speaker to address the forum,
: Roman Catholic School Board Chair-
i.man Kevin Breen. Although he
. stated at the outset he was speaking
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Lynn Byrnes and Rex Gibbons listen to points raised during during a
debate on denominational school boards Tuesday at the S.J. Carew

building.

as an individual and not as a rep-
resentative of his Board, Mr. Breen
made it clear that there is significant
agreement within the Roman Catho-
lic system for the concept of in-
creased co-operation in the provision
of educational services.

SUPPORTS REVIEW

Observing that “If you believe in a
system and its integrity then there is
no reason not to study it” Mr. Breen
said he was in total support of propo-
sals to review the existing system
with a view to identifying further
cases where inter-denomionational
co-operation can improve financial
efficiency.

A similar point of view was ex-

Need for fewer teachers
dangerous assumption

It is erroneous and dangerous
thinking to assume declining en-
rolments in provincial schools
will result in the need for fewer
teachers, says the Newfoundland
and Labrador School Trustees*
Association (NLSTA).

The association said Tuesday it
is concerned that about 130 tea-
cher units are scheduled to be
dropped for the 1987-88 school
year because of declining enrol-
ments.

Dr. M%/rle Vokey, executive di-
rector of the NLSTA, said school
boards are expected, and are
striving against difficult odds, to
maintain their present level of
services to students. Boards are
also under pressure to expand on
other services that are severely
understaffed, services which de-
mand more guidance counsellors
and specialists like educational
therapists, speech pathologists,
audiologists and library and me-
dia services.

“The NLSTA realizes that the
addition of additional human re-
sources to our school personnel is
an expensive undertaking,” Dr.
Vokey said. “However, the antic-
ipated reduction in enrolments in
the coming school year provides

! «Oili»>r»f Annnrfumtl/. fn nhaco

the “stifling dilemma” facing the
province’s school boards.

He noted that education has
been the subject of several re-
ports presented in recent months,
including Building On Strengths:
the Royal Commission Report on
Employment and Unemploy-
ment, the School Board Bounda-
ries Study for Integrated School
Boards, a report on the restruc-
turing of the junior high school
and the government’s Small
Schools Study Report.

“These reports provide clear di-
rection for the improvement of

uality education for our stu-

ents. However, to cut teacher al-

locations at this time will result in
having the direction and thrust of
these reports considerably weak-
ened,” Dr. Vokey said. “Reduc-
ing teacher allocations is diame-
trically opposed to what is needed
in order to begin the directions
contained in the government’s
own commissioned report, Build-
ing On Strengths.”

It is dangerous, he added, to
think the loss of a few students
from a number of classrooms in >
the province will mean fewer tea-
chers are needed. Based upon the
needs of students as identified in
the previously mentioned reports,
Kp said itcan be argued the com-

pressed by the third panelist, Avalon
Consolidated School Board Chair-
man Rex Gibbons. Like his coun-
terpart from the Roman Catholic
Board, Mr. Gibbons was quick to
point out that he was speaking as an
individual rather than as a spokes-
man for the Avalon Consolidated
Board. But having made that point,
he too indicated there is considerable
su]pport within his organization for
efforts to increase efficiency by in-
creasing co-operation between
boards.”

Frankly commenting that there
are many examples of “pitiful
waste” arrising from the failure of
the denominations to co-ordinate ed-
ucation systems in rural areas, Mr.
Gibbons said in his view “In cases
where there is a conflict between the
denominational system and the pro-
vision of quality education to stu-
dents, the denominational concerns
must come second.”

DISCRIMINATION?

One aspect of denominational edu-
cation which has come in for consid-
erable public debate of late is the
question of religious discrimination
based on the denominational nature
of the system. This controversy was
the major concern of the final pan-
elist to address the meeting, former
Newfoundland and Labrador Human
Rights Association President Lynn
Byrnes.

Pointing to such concerns as the
rights of school boards to hire and
fire on the basis of religion and the
fact that persons seeking to serve on
school boards must be affiliated with
the particular denomination con-
cerned, Ms. Byrnes said the existing
system “is based on some very bla-
tantly discriminatory policies which
we feel must be changed.” While ac-
knowledging that these rights are en-
shrined In legislation, Ms. Byrnes
contended “If these legal rights al-
low such cut and dried examples of
religious discrimination then the le-
gal rights are wrong.”

While the opinions of both panelists

and audience participants appeared
split on the issue, the majority of
both groups appeared to accept ear-
Her suggestions by other panelists
that the issue should be resolved by
negotiation rather than by reference
to tthe courts as has been the case to
ate.
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unconstitutional

MONTREAL (CP) Quebec
Superior Court has fuled un-
constitutional the provincial
government’s far-reaching law to
realign the province’s school
system along linguistic rather than
religious lines.

In a decision Tuesda?/, Mr.
Justice Andre Brossard ruled that
the law, passed last December, was
beyond the powers of the national
assembly and “therefore null and
void.” .

The law, challenged by the
Quebec Association of Protestant
School Boards, the Montreal
Catholic School Commission and
two Laval commissions, would
have abolished most denomina-
tional boardsin favor of French- or
English-language school commis-
sions.

The boards contended that the
law — Bill 3 — violated rights

uaranteed to Protestants and

oman Catholics by Section 93 of
the British North America Act.

Brossard also granted the boards
an injunction against application of
Bill 3 a re raftin% of earlier
legislation that had been fiercely
attacked by the school boards and
the Opposition Liberals.

The Montreal Catholic School
Board, the largest school commis-
sion in Quebec, hailed Brossard’s
decision, saying it could not “but be
pleased with the ruling.” o

Education Minister Francois
Gendron refused comment until he
had studied the judgment. 1

The ruling leaves untouched con-
troversial provisions of Bill 20 —
passed June 4 — which excludes
religious minorities from voting in
elections for four denominational

Anothertest -. - -

school boards in Montrealvand'
Quebec City. i

Those provisions were part of an
amendment to the Education* Act
not covered by the school boards’
challenge because the?/ were pass-
ed so recentlx, said Allan Hilton, a
lawyer for the Quebec Association.
of Protestant School Boards..

“This means that in denomina-
tional school board elections
Jews and other religious minorities
are not allowed to.vote,” said
Hilton.

Bill 29 was an attempt to make
Bill 3 conform to a Supreme Court
of Canada ruling last year that

-declared unconstitutional limita-
tions on the tax powers of
denominational boards,,. The
Supreme Court had said that a
denominational board must be con-

» trolled by people of the same
religion. N

Dr. John Simms, president of the
Quebec Association of Protestant
School Boards, called Brossard’s
ruling “a victory for democracy
and for parents.” ".»

Alliance Quebec, the province’s
English-rights IobbP/ group,. which
supported the secular intent of the
law as sensible in “the modern-day
context,” said it urged the govern-
ment earlier to refer the legislation

VvV ¢i&V
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MONTREAL — Prime Minis

CP
Mulroney said ‘I(uegday' the federal as
governments will open ministerial talks thi
ed at securing the province’s endorsement)
Constitution.  .j1 * * C

Emerging from an 80-minute meeting wt
Rene Levesque at a hotel near Mirabt
Mulroney told reporters that ministers and
both governments will hold preliminary ir-
?n”constitutional reform at an unspeci |eif
all.

Both leaders described their meeting a
but stressed that talks on Quebec’s prc
sweeping constitutional changes will contir
to next year.. o

Levesque is expected to retire in October
Québécols members have chosen his suc<
provincewide secret ballot. 4

Mulroney, who flew to Mirabel from Ottf
a government Challenger jet, jsaid he con;
meeting useful despite Levesque’s,resig
nounced last Thursday. ,

“Mr. Levesque is and remains the \

uebec,” he said. “I think Mr. Levesquei

constitutional reform) isn’t a question C
solved by the autumn.’ f

SETUP AGENDA > $

At a separate news conference, Levesqu
the process will take some time, adding tl

ran busine®
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; war criminal Josef family in Bat
to‘t‘qeh‘éolég\s/g?ﬁ%éﬁlt'"c'ose not to Mengele ran a business said inan ah
take that advice and is now taking Lénder h":— own tnhamlegs(l)r; its _next ed
the consequence of tththat deci- LeENos FMres 1n the available toRr

- sion,” said Alliance president after enlisting thg West Stern al
" Michael Goldbiocom . German embassy’s help Mengele, km
Earlier this month, the Quebec in obtaining his birth cer- Angel of i
Court of Appeal struck down a law ~ tificate from home. Stern - Auschwitz m
enabling Quebec to opt out otprovi- magazine said Tuesday.  camp, visited
sions of the Constitution, j. - , - Mengele got the capital “in March Bl
: : for his_ chemical com- identified by:
pany, Fadrofarm, from Nazi war crin
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' .OTTAWA (.CP) - Another classic Charter of Rights
mn case goes before the Supreme Court of Canada today !
1/ :asunions in Alberta contend the “freedom of associa-
v *tion” guaranteed in the Constitution includes the right
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IN sObOOl boaSelections

. Education Minister
typni'.yeige- ¥s<'hoping
cbangexInthe holding of
tphooi jh~ard,-elections

Ith a planned

Intensive publicity cam-
paign will result Ina high
turnout iii both can-
didates’ and. voters when
the nextelectionsare held
IpNovember...

The last time province-.

Wide-school board elec-
tlohs w#re held was in
May, 198%, at which time
Ui~re >)were 235 board
seats up for grabs.
However, one-third.of
the scats did not attract
even one npminee, and
another one-third \were
filled tV.acclamation'as
there was only dne can-
dldate for pagh position,

While there was some.,

competition, for. the other
.positions,! Voter. turreut
was very low.
,. Sipce .then'.there have
been, byelections, front
time.to time but with'few
candidates .and a, low
voter ;turnout. Many of
i"jUa&byelectlons have been
won by ectiamatlon.

Verge said Wednesday
she dpesnX feel the $itua-
tjon & due to a lack of in-
terest as .she believes
oaxents are. very Ju-

d In education and
what*] happens irf/the
school.

Shfcisaip she believes
the ifcason (or the lack o(
participation in school
board elections is basical-

hopes for big turnout

25 M .

ly because jieople don’t elections will be held in operai schools.
"-'fully realize the vital role conjunction with. the School bpards jjave a
the school board plays In province-wide municipal very Important rolft to
the Wucailon system and elections scheduled
are hot always aware of SHov**U yofi this syear. rtant Cor people to par-
theelections beingheld:  Verge said olllcials of her @lpate by becoming can-
Verge said the correc- department *and 'the didates as well as by get«
tive action has to In- department of municipal |Ing out to vote In these
dudemucb more publici- affairs, together with |he elections.
ty about the vital role of municipalities'are  ‘in areas where there is
the school boards and already working on pgmunicipal election, the
their power and respon-1 details ‘with‘regard to gchool board election will
sibllltles, and more public  such things as sharing of proceed as usual,. said
‘information being provid-, voting facilities and com- \erge, but she (eel§ most
ed about the elections. monvoting hours. of the. areas where the
- The minister said the ° jAt the samp timfr of. pulk of thé population is
first step taken to try and* ftetala of thW-education |ocated will bfe having
mimprove the situation was department*- the school municipal elections.
the legislation, -In,, the, boarda, and thy
form of an amendment to *Oenomlnatiohal *-Educat, Mayor proclaims
The Schools Act, 'which *Uon Committees are look-« .
was passed by the House :ing at the school board special day
of Assembly shortly elecUon iniles and régula- .o
before Christmas. .t llonaioseewhatphanges JSrand Fall« Mayor
The main changes were or”“modiflcatlOhri,are Paul Hennessey signed a
Increasing the requlre<lV»eeded ior .4the, jSew proclamation Thursday
proportion ef elected. ---deelaring Feb. 2 Home
school board members,” "\&Qw.aald, municipal Energy Awareness Day
as opposed to those ap-< a thetown. . )
pointed, from one-thirdto large turnout™ and it is Hennessey said the
two-thirds, and provision hoped ,lhat will spill over town, in co-operation with
for theelections.” beheld * to tbe-school board ielec- the federal and provincial
on the same”4ay. »Upns,* particularly when, departments of:;energy,
municipal electionsin the voter* will be able tocast will "be 'organizing

lor play, she¢aid, so Itisun-.

province. . *%tmllot# Inbothflectionsindleplays at the Exploits

Verge (eels these, thesame building. Wvalley, Mall and
Ranges will increasfc ¢Verge salespeople are workshops on insulation,
participation in school pfeginntogtofind put that moisture control and
board elections school; boards manage heating; systems during
dramatically. large amount* of publio theday.

She said by increasing' funds, employ teachers ' .There will also be
the number of hoard andauppprtworkers, levy prize* awarded. (or a

members to be elected,;
more people will come to
realize the importance of
serving on the boards.

The next school board

taxes through their school
tax aothorttieji and
generally make the most
ImporUtei decisions af-
(ecting tm day-to-day

poster contest om énergy
consciousness which was
organized (or children in
elementary schools in the
town«
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some practices, says rights group

The Newfoundland and Labrador
Human Rights Association says it’s not
opposed to the province’s denomina-
tional education system but takes issue
with a number of “discriminatory”
practices within the system.

The association's executive called an
early afternoon news conference Tues-
day to dispel impressions it claims
were left by two recent newspaper ar-
ticles that it objects to the entire
denominational school system.

Association Executive Director
Marian Atkinson said the association
has already gone on record asking for
at least four changes to the system.

It wants school board elections to be
free and open contests, -‘with no
religious qualifications whatsoever,”
she said.

Teachers should be hired on the basis
of merit, not religion.

Parents’ wishes should be given first

priority in school entrance re-
quirements.

Finalll)q/, registration for special pro-
grams should be held well in advance to
ensure ample space and funding.

« The four proposed changes were part
of more than 70 recommendations on a
variety of human rights issues contain-
ed in a report the association submitted
to Justice Minister Lynn Verge in late
October.

Atkinson said the association has
agreed with Verge that its recommen-
dations regarding the educational
system require more research to deter-
mine exactly what the public wants.

Asurvey conducted in 1981 suggested
55 per cent of Newfoundland residents
were in favor of an alternate school
system, but it remains to be seen if
public feelings are still the same.

Still, Atkinson stressed if the

system con-

denominational school

Metro board, union
sign new agreement

The St. John’s Metropolitan Area
Board Tuesday signed a collective
agreement with Local 2306 of the Cana-
dian Union of Public Employees
(CUPE), representing its approximate-
ly 20 administrative employees.

Jim Fagan, board member and
finance committee chairman, said in
an interview the new two-year contract
will give the employees a four per cent
salary increase In 1986 and a three-and-
a-haif per cent increase in 1987.

The employees’ current collective
agreement expires Dec. 3L

Meanwhile, Fagan said four other
board employees who have been doing
maintenance work in the Shea Heights,
Kilbride and East Meadows areas,
which become part of St. John’s in
January, are being transferred from
the board to the city.

Board rejects
application for
games arcade

An application from Family Fun Cen-
tre for a games arcade in a building at
the intersection of Linegar Avenue and
Warford Road in Shea Heights, has
been rejected by the St. John’s
Metropolitan Area Board.

Board Planner Stephen Jewczyk said
in an interview the board decided not to
allow the application because of con-
cerns expressed by residents about the
close proximity of the site to St. John
Bosco School and possible problems in
the community as a result of the ar-
cade.

A petition signed by 372 residents of
Shea Heights and 30 from the communi-

markheari ooDosing the applica-

Fagan said the Municipalities Act
provides that when annexation occurs,
staff may be transferred from one
municipality to another in this manner.

The maintenance staff, Fagan said,
is familiar with maintaining water and
sewer systems, handling water main
breaks and other work in the areas be-
ing annexed to the city’s boundaries.

He said more transfers may be made
from the board to the city later but so
far, that hasn’t been decided.

Adult education
classes cancelled

A series of adult education classes
scheduled to begin tonight at the Beth-
EL Synagogue, Elizabeth Avenue have
been cancelled.

The classes, offered by Rabbi Dr.
Ephraim Eliezri, are now set to begin
early in the new year at a time to be an-
nounced, For more information call
Rabbi Eliezri at 754-2608.

GIVE TIME
For a very personal Christmas pre-
sent, give gift certificates redeemable
for a home-cooked meal, baby-sitting,
lawn-mowing or other household tasks.

tinues to maintain current
discriminatory practices, her associa-
tion will advocate the establishment of
an alternate or public system.

Such a system would not replace the
existing one but would co-exist with it,
she said.

eit would give those parents and
children who are discriminated against
under the present system the op-
portunity of participating in a system
which is more conducive to the type of
education parents feel their children
should have,” she said.

The association is currently in-
vestigating the possibility of challeng-
ing those parts of the federal constitu-
tion which protect the province’s
denominational system.

Bert Riggs, the association’s past
president, said before such a constitu-
tional challenge can be launched, a
great deal of expensive legal research
would have to be done to which the
association has not yet committed
itself.

In reply to the question whether the
province could realistically afford a
public school system, Atkinson said if .
there is public support for such a
system, funds would have to be found.

It would require another survey to
test the public’s current views, she
said, and at this point, there are no im-
mediate plans for one.

Riggs said the association would
prefer an outside group such as
Memorial University’s political science
department to conduct the survey “but
if the worst comes to the worst, we
would consider doing it.”

In a news release distributed during
the briefimlg, the association states it
doesn’t feel its four proposed changes
would automatically lead to the
destruction of the denominational
education system.

When asked whether the alleged
discriminatory practices behind the
recommendations could be considered
vital components of the denominational
system, she replied: “That argument
could be made, but these are the things
we would have toexplore.”
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pposes denominational education

Rights association/plans
to challenge constitution

1The Newfoundland and Labrador
Human Rights Association is preparing
to challenge the section of Canada's
constitution which protects the pro-
vince's denominational education
system.

Marion Atkinson, the association's
executive director, said Monday legal
preparations are under way and the
association will soon start looking for
money, which could include tapping in-
to a $9 million federal fund set up
specifically to help finance consiltu-

~Wional challenges.

Atkinson sald the provincial govern-

has already made clear it doesn’t”,
want to get involved. The message f
from Justice Minister Lynn Verge, she /

said, is that it doesn't want to commlt
suicide.

>\ But the association believes fears ofa
rivoier backlash tochanges in the system
~are unfounded. Atkinson said a survey

Jus
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conducted before the school board elec-
tions last month showed there is more
demand for change than the govern-
ment is willing to concede.

“The mood is here, and the time is
right," she said.

The November elections were
preceded by strong public reaction to a
tightening of restrictions which
prevented crndidates from running for

boards unless they were of the specific
school system's denomination.

The restriction itself came in reply to
a change in policy which allowed two
thirds of the members of each board to
be elected — a change from only one
third before.

“If the government wants the
denominational system, fine,"” Atkin-
son said. “But they should at least give
us an alternative."

The association argues government
should either set up public school

systems as in other provinces or
e iminate denominational restrictions
which force students and parents to put
up with religious ideas to which they
don't subscribe.

Most recently, the association issued
a news release in which it pointed out
that Newfoundland's education system
violates the International Declaration
of Human Rights.

According to the document, educa-
tion is supposed to strengthen respect
for human rights and fundamental
freedoms, the association says. But
“here in Newfoundland, we allow a
school system which discriminates on
religious grounds by segregating
students by religious belief."

The declaration also stipulates that
parents have the right to chose the kind

of education given their children.

In Newfoundland, the association
argues, parents have no choice.
Moreover, unless they belong to one of
the seven officially designated
denominations (Roman Catholic,
United, Anglican, Salvation Army,
'Presbyterlan Seventh Day Adventist
and Pentecostal), they cannot excer-
cise the right to serve as school board
trustees.

The association says it urges the pro-
vincial and federal governments to

**end these discriminatory practices."

“This action would demonstrate to
the rest of the world that Canada’s
signature on the universal declaration

?(of human rights) is a commitment to

change and not a hollow gesture,” the
‘association says.

Atkinson said the association has no
illusions that it faces a hard battle with
government over the issue.

It will be breaking new ground with
its challenge of the federal constitution,
she said, but “if we do our homework
Irig'rln, they will have to take us serious-

She said she has a child who will be
entering school three years from now
ar?d hopes the matter will be solved by
then.

Human rights commission may get
new full-time executive director

The province's human rights com-
mission may soon have a full-time ex-
ecutive director after having made do
with a part-time one for more than a

ear,

y John Cummings, associate deputy
minister of Justice, said Monday the job
has been advertised and an appoint-
ment should follow some time early
next year.

The search for a new director comes
in the midst of a review of the commis-
sion itself and the legislation under
which it operates — the Newfoundland
Human Rights Code.

The commission is responsive for ad-
vising government on human rights
policies, dealing/with specific com-
plaints and educating the public about
human rights issues.

Cummings said a recently establish-
ed review committee will look at the
structure of the commission itself and
comb through the code to see where its
clauses re “a bit too narrow and
behind the times.""

oy

There was no specific event which set
the review in motion, he said. “We
realized it was time for a review. A lot
has happened in human rights over the

But the executive director of the
Newfoundland and Labrador Human
Rights Association claims if anything
got the review off the ground, it was the
association's recent report on human
rights in the province which contained,
82 recommendations for change. J
Marion Atkins, who will be the
association's representative on the
review committee, said the report has
been getting a “decent’ reception from
inistry of justice officials.
Among its recommendations were

the appointments of the new commis- 1

sion and a full-time executive director. I
Both have been followed up, she said.
The review committee, which has yet
to meet, is expected to file a report by
next May.
Atknson said that may not leave
much time but pointed out “our report

has already done most of the work."

If matters procede as they should, the

Erovmce should have an updated
uman rights code by next summer,
she said.

Newfoundland’s code may not be the
worst in the country, she said, but it’s a
far cry from ranking with the likes of
Quebec’s.

Quebec’s human rights legislation,
for example, takes precedence over
most other legislation; she said. The op-
posite holds in Newfoundland.

There are also serious problems with
such areas as marital status, sexual
orientation, part-time employment and
mandatory retirement, she said.

And there is the entire question of the
province's denominational school
system the association has been trying
to take on for some time.

Atkinson described it as “an awful
bucket of worms' the association is
prepared to challenge all the way in
federal courts.
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*constitutional*talks with the federal Government. Sectlon 93 guarantees
*school*rlghts to two recognized groups, _Catholics_ and Protestants.
not _accept this interruption’ in_the evolution of our*school™
system,”™ Mr. Gendron said. The revision of Section 93 i1s "an_element which
must beé a art of any exchange (on the*Constitution)*with Prime Minister
(Brlﬁn) roney,' he sai
wee%|ng changes to the*school*boards that_were to_be implemented
under Bill Jul 1986, were declared unconstitutiqQnal by Mr. Justice
éndr% Brossard of uebec Superior*Court*in a 110-page judgment released on
ues
Jud e Brossard also issued_ a permanent*injunction*against the
implementation of Bill 3 until a final decision is madé, probably by the
SupreTe*Couzt*of ana %
Rasse the Government ip December, 1984. would strlp*school*
boards of’ their property and personnel and set a deadline of July, 1986,

Reporter
appeal*a Quehec Sugferlor*Court*
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for abolishing most-denominatignal-school- bo%rd% and xeoxganizing _the
educatignal system alon IlngU|st|c |nes- i uould “cxeate™ five
Fxench-language*school*boards and tuo ngllsh Ianguage*school boards on
the i1sland of "Montreal, where _most of contxoy rs% been genexated.
Mr. Gendxon said that the |mplementat|on of Bil was suspended as of
yesterday, except In the case of about 20*school*boards that_have
voluntarily agreed to restructure themselves along the new lines and have
set themse ves a July_1, 1985, deadllne
Jubilant reaction from’ the varlous*school*boards that sought the
*|n%ungt|on*and the anglophone rights® group, Alliance uebec |s "slightly
listic Mr. GendXon said, beécause a consensus inckud |n% oth
ang ophone and francoBh?ne sectors of society had been reached only
hrou h hundre s of ic meetlngs
heir arguments before Judge. Brossard *school*board representatives
sald that the Century-old system should_not be tamPered with as long as
Quebec®s status under the*constitution*is not sett
Supreme*Court*of Canada decision on the*constltutlonalltg*of the
reorganization of the*schools*(and_ o f controversial prOV|S|on of Bill 29,
gassed on June 4, which exclude reli vs mlng ites Trom v?t in ]
ections for four-denominational-sc oo boar In Montrea Quebec) 1is
not _expected for tuo or three years.

Prior to 1867, provision Was made for a system of common, non-
—-denominational-school-boards outside of Quebéc City_and Montreal. But any
*denominational*groyp was free to create its own religiously based, or

dissident,-school-board.

fter 1873, however, the orl inal system of common and dissident )
-schools-uas gradually Treplaced ¥ a new system dirviding-school-boards into
tuo_separate CatholicC and Protestant s stems-_

Because they were created after Contederation, these new boards have no

—constltutlonal— uarantees BFOVIQCIa Goverpment ar ues

Those dissid nt rou th at erged voluntarily gave their rlghts
under Sfcglon Conﬁtltgtlon*Act of 1867 Wlth on g Tfive o ,
origina ISSI ent oar s t not merge with t larger systems still

—constltutlona ly-protected, province says.

Government contends’ that onl% the four origipal Protestant and
Cathollc boards of Montreal and Que ec come under_the protection of
Section 93, which guarantees-school-rights and privileges to two
recognlzed grou ps, Cathollcs and Protestants.

egﬁeseﬂ Yes from different Protestant-school- boarqs a¥ gued iIn*court*
that ey to some extent come together as a resu mergers

between the various dissident boards and should still retain

-con stltu tional-protection.
ADDED SEARCH TERMS: ~ Quebec language separate-schools-boards law
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** 2uebec*school*system saved by*couzt***
B RO ERT KOZAK
ﬁ go The Globe and _Mail

MONTREAL _- Changes | e education sgstem in_Quebec that meant the
end of*denom|nat|onal*school*boazds have been declared unconstitutional by
Mr. Justice Andre Brossard of Quebec _Superior*Court.*

In a written judgment yesterday» Judge Brossard also_outlined reasons
for |ssu|ng a permanent*injunction*against_Government ministries charged
with 1mplementing Bill 3 until a final decision is made» probably in the
Supreme Couzt*of" Canada.

Billl 3» passed on Dec. 24» 1984» stripped*school*boazds of their
property an ersonnel and set a deadline of July» 1986» for abo 1shing
most*denominational*school*boards and setting up  French- or English-
language commissions.

tholic and Pzotestant*school*board administrators were jubilant at
the' ecision.

our _arguments _were retalned b¥ the Judge»" Montreal Cathollc
*Sch? ol*Commission chairman Michel asclo” said ‘No 1ntel ent pers
cou d accept Bill 3"s changes _to the terrltory of athollc*sc ool™* boar s
the Island of Montreal. ™ This was proved ¥ decision.
B|II 3 was an attempt at state contro o) the schools»*ue _decided to

f!%ht that» _.and we knew we had*constitutional*guazantees»’ said John
1imms» president of _the Quebec Associlation of Protesthnt*School*Boards.

The |n|ster of Educatign» Francois Gendzon» has not _had time to read
or analy the judgment» ministry spokesman Pascal OQuellet saipd. Mr
Quellet Would not Say whether _the m n| try WI|| go to the Quebec*Court*of

*Appeal*or perhaps negotiate with*sc oazds.

Ar umen S In _the Case began 1In early May. During the hearings» boards
trled rove that they were vehicles” of their communities and_that,
Wlthout them» an 1mportant part of the social fTabric would be missin

*School*boards that existed In Montreal and Quebec City before 1867 _are
protected as*denominational*schoqgls*under Section 93 of the*Constitution*
écg of meht gg are dissident (minority) boards set up after that time,

u id
ﬁ our dissident roots, _it means they can"t abolish us. We are
rotecte under the*constitution,"*said Joel Hartt, chairman of the
rotestant Lakeshore*School*Board.
The result of years of planning by succeSS|ve ministers of education.

Bill 3 would have dlsmembered boards an pressed therr power to tax and
decid e on teac ing materla S, ge ogsa
Under 3»*schoo *commlttee WOU deci e What faith, i1f any

*school*woul have, alth ou% lascio said, the institution that
wgul% ggCl e the*denomln |on*of a*school*system would be the commission,
Bill 3 would have been a m gor reform of the roles of*school*
committees, cou 8 h althou%h Judge Brossard said this could
have been_done y amen |ng e Educatio
An action by two intervening Cathollc*school*boards was dismissed by
5hg;gﬁurﬁgbe88%§e they had not presented material showing that they had
The { dgTent willl have ffgcts reaching outside Quebec, said Collin
IrV|n h er for the
The SSOC|W¥|on sugported Franco-Ontarians_ in 1984 ?efore the Ontario
*Court*oft*Appeal*iIn thelr case over the Education Act of Ontario an
minority education rights 1n which the right of Catholics to manage
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*schools*uas protected. ) i ) )

That case, _as this one did, used Section 93 of the*Constitution*Act to
protect minority educaglon rights. . i

October*school*board electfons for commissioners in the proposed areas,
seven of uhich would have_replaced the eight existing boards in Montreal,
urll be postponed indefinitely by the*lnéunctlon.*

A related case brou%ht before” the same*court*by the Protestant_boards
argues that they have the right to set their curriculums. A decision 1In
that case 1s expected toward the end of the_ summer. _ ]

The ruling leaves untguched controversial _provisions of _Bill 29 -
passed June - that exclude religious minorities from voting In elections
for_four*denominational*school*hoards i1n Montreal and Suebec™ City.

Those provisions were part of an amendment to_the Education Act not
covere bx th?*school*boards' challen%e because i1t uas pdssed so recently,
said Allan Hilton, a lawyer for the 2APSB. _

""This me?ns_that in*denominational*school*board elections . _ . Jews
and _other religious minorities are not allowed to vote.,*™ he said.

Bill 29 _was an attempt to make Bill 3 conform to a Supreme*Court*of
Canada rulln% Ia?t ear that declared_that limitations on the tax powers
of*denominational*boards were unconstitutianal .

The Supreme*Court*had sard that a*denominational*board must be
controlled by Equle of the same religion,. _

ADDED . SEARCH™ T RMf: Canada*Constirtution*2uebec education law separate

*schools*boards reform
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX XX

851660302 SAT JUN.15,1985 PAGE: Mt

BYLINE: ROBERT MATAS

CLASS : «<News*

DATELINE: WORDS: 731
|

'i ------ *|'*****'**(***************"*****'*'****'*a*'**'

[

***Schools*plan _expanded classes in_fall ** r
** Teachers reject Catholic job offers **
) B ROBERT MATAS _

Several public*school*teachers have turned down fob offers for September
i ?n ex%anded Catholhc_hlgh*school*syst m, partly bgc%use they are not
wil |?g 0 restrict their teaching to values promote y the religlous

*school*system. _ ) ] ) )

Most Catholic*school*boards in Ontario are ushln% ahead with Qlans to
expand theirr high*school*systems this fall, acting_on faith that_ the
grOV|nc|al Government - re%ardless of 1ts political stripe - will

uthorize the expansion befTore September. )

_ _Many public*school*teachers across the province _have agreed to_transfer
into the Cathollc*schoolf?ystemd following the anticipated shift in
students once Government financing enableS Catholic high*schools*to
eliminate turtion fees. )

However, other public*school*teachers are balking at the prospect of
working 1n_the*denominational*systepm. _

Lynnh Chisnall, a 38-year-old public*school*teacher who i1s not_a )
Catholic, said she was offered a job over the phone, without an interview,
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by the Dufferln Peel Roman Cathollc Separate*School*Boazd. )

Hiss Chisnall o %ge0| lizes_1n Englis taught for 14 ears _in
Qttawa but has Wor ed r the Peel Board of Educa |on onl ¥ nce last
%ﬁ tober. She ha g been o earlier this year she might not have a job with

e _pu ar empbe
g Hol oard of%eglaTs Ead no indicatign of_ her religion, Kknowing
only her qua iTications, her area of specialization, the*School*at which
she”. taught and her hone number, said Hiss Chisnall, who wears a "pro-
choice™ abortlon u ton on her coat Ia el. i
he was 1nvi a mee |n% days later with other Brospectlve
employees to ta k Wlth boar fICIa|S school*principals and vice

r|nC| a
P R ied |nto that meeting ready to go and X walked out determined to
sta¥ in the ﬁu lic*school*system,™ She sai
he meeti with Catholr¢ administrators left her with the impression
o{ % paternallstlc system, Imposing a dress code on teachers as well as
students

The Catholic teachers®™ contract was not as strong as her current public

*school*contract and would have reqU|red her to teach more while being paid
less. The uncertainty over whether ?o 1ticians would backtrack or the

*cgurts*would overturn the changes also colored her feellngs about the job
offer.

A_major factor i1n her decision, Hiss Chisnall added, was that she
realized she would have diffculty’ flttlng into_a Catholic*school,*although
the admlnlstrators were tr¥|n% 10 ma e her feel welcome.

e Catholic*school*would hir ? as she respected the
Catho ic nature of the |nst|tut|on an ?u CO- o perate 1n instilling
Catholic values In the students. She wou not _be reqU|red to take an¥
courses_on religious education or partucupate in the religious life the
»school *

An official was asked which values were to be instilled in the
students. _The Catholic*school*would not want one of_i1ts teachers leading
the campaign for_ abortions and appearing In the media, the prospective
teachers were told.

It struck me as reasonable, _in terms of the values of that board .
but | wondered what that meant’ in the classroom i1f a child -wanted to
discuss i1t and 1 would have to censure myself. 1 could not voice my
personal opinions_without being afraid who was asking and who was
watchln% she said.

ame down to a feeling that 1, as an English teacher, would have
felt_like a hypocrite,” she Said.

Hiss Chisnall Was not ajone §n turning down an offer. The Dufferin-Peel
Catholic bo arg gn t?e Pegl public board agre that 21 lic*school*
teachers wou e affected by an Increase about 350 s u ents _this fall
in the Cathollc*school*system The Cath lic board offered positions to all
dISB aced teachers, but only six agreed to_switch.

etirements_and’ reS|gnat ons su tte in Iate Hay OHened up several
positions, giving the public board teachers incl u |n 1ss Chisnall, the
chorce of workin |n a Eub%l or _se arate*schg ol* q

Rod Albert, _presiden the Ont rio Secondary choo *Teachers
Federation, said public*school*teachers are_not stamBe Ing over to the
Cathollc*school*s¥stem whenever jobs are offered lic*School*teachers
in areas where enrolment continueés to grow, such as Peel and York Region,
can afford to say no, _he said.

However, teachers in areas of declining enrolment, such as Sudbury, are
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more reluctant to pass up a_job in the separate*school*system» especially
1f_the onl¥ option 1s_unemployment» Mr. Albert said. )
ADDED . SEARCH TERMS: Ontario education finance separate*schools*public
»schools*teachers
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** RC*schools*floundering elsewhere **
** Ontario seen as flagshlp m_ funds battle **
B ROBERT MATAS

Roman Catholic*school*trusteesS see Ontario as the_site of a major victory
iIn a battle thex re losing for Government financing for separate*schools*
elsewhere 1n Canhada. ) ) ] _

While Ontario 1s strengthening its_Catholic*school*system with_greater
Government support» Catholic*schools*in British Columbia are relying more
and_more _on weekly bingo games to keep the*school*doqrs _open. i

The blggest threat to the Catholic*school*system Is in Quebec» which
hastthe_o Cestdand most solidly entrenched religion-based educational
system in Canada. i ] ]

Y e Quebec Government wants to dismantle its Catholic and Protestant
*school*systems _and divide the*schools*according to language» not religion.

_Jeapnette Milot» a trustee on the Catholic*School*Board of Montreal»
said _she shudders to think of the national 1mpact of current changes to
the Catholic*school*system 1n Quebec. o ] } ]

" the provinces’ look to Quebec»' she said_in_an ipterview during the
annual threefda%_meetlng of the Canadian Catholic*School*Trustees
Assgciation in Windsor which ended Saturday. , i

When we meet trustees from other ﬁ[OVInCGS they ask us -'fow things are
and we say» _ "It"s very hard» Mrs. Milot said. ]

"They tell us» “Don"t give_ up. If you lose what you have» we will also
lose what_little bit we have. L _ )

Catholic parents get little aid in five of_the 10 provinces.

British Columbra and Manitoba treat_Catholic*schools*as private*schools*
d provide_minimal _support. Nova Scotia» New Brunswick and Prince Edward
land provide no financing_ whatsoever  for Catholic*schools.*

Educatjon_is a provincial resgonsublllt in Canada and 1s arranged
fferently in_eac rovince. _The extent of Government suggort for
tholic*schools*In most PFOVIHCQS degends on the arrangements extant when
e grOV|nces entered Conftederation. Only Quebec» Ontarxo» Alberta_ and
skatchewan had*constitutional*guarantees fTor the Catholic community.
-Newfoundland _entered Canada in 1949 with 1ts educational system based
%D |rel¥ 8n rellglous Ilﬁglapces and 1t continues to maintain four fully
1nanced*denominational*school*systerns.._ ) .

The changes 1n Quebec - which are being challenged in the*courts*- will

test the strenqth of the*constirtutional*glarantees and could wipe out the
iseparate*schools*»strongest protection.
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Various provincial governments iIn Quebec have tried to dismantle the
*denominationhal*school*System tor the past 100 years» _three trustees from
thefCathoI|c*SchooI*Board of Montreal said In Interviews at the -
conference.

However» the current attack comes after_ 15 or 20 years of serious
deteriroration In the Catholic*schools»*Louis Bouchard» a trustee since
1973» sald- ] - - .

People want their freedom and see Catholicism_as a chain on their
fﬁeedog?" trustee Paul Faniel said. "But to a believer» 1t i1s not a
chapn e* ) i n , _

Catholic parents want to instill a set of values iIn their children and
want the*school*to teach and reinforce a Catholic aﬁproach to life» Mrs.
Milot said. The*s%hools*are nQt there to dlsruRt what the family is
thxgmLAto do. The TfTirst right 1n education belohgs to the®parents»’ she
said: ] , _

Mol ly _Boucher» president of the Canadian Catholic*Schogl*Trustees
Association and a trustee of the St. Patrick"s high*school*board in
Vancquver» said the opposition to Government support for_Catholic*schools»*
particularly 1n_Ontario» gggears to_reflect some 1nsecurities. N

The Catholic*schogls*o r a ditferent philosophy about education than
do the public or Proiestant*school*systems. "But we” do not feel we compete
with them. . . _ We are not trying _to destro¥ thelr system»"” she said.

British Columbia RrOV|des_some financing Tor Catholic and_other
qualified private*schools_*Since 1978» the  Government has _paid 30 per. cent

?f thdaverage cost of education In the area where the private*school*is
ocated. _ _ ,

The magor change after Government sagpor} began W%S an _increase In
salaries Tor teachers» Mrs. Boucher said. _Although about 18 Rer cent of
the people In British Columbia are Catholic» the  Catholic*schools»*which
ghaEg% up ﬁo 800 tuition» have attracted only k per cent of the children
in B.C.*schools_* _ 3 N ]

St. Patrick®s _High*School»*like many other _Catholic*schools*in the
gggv%%gigcﬁgg? bingo games every Tuesday evening to raise the money needed

Frank McGrath» a Saskatoon*school*trustee who has _been oft the Catholic

*school*board for 20 years» recalled the animosity _stirred up In the early
sixties when_ the New” Democratic Party government in Saskatchewan decided
to extend full fTinancing to Catholic” high*schools*in the_province.

The fducgt!on ministér at the tipe sard 1t would be his political
downfall and i1t was» Mr. McGrath said. )

Saskatchewan was_spared many problems that now confront Ontario. The
extension of fTinancing was Introduced in_Saskatchewan at the start_of the
baby boom» when*schools*had to be burlt for bhoth Catholic and public

*school*students. Both systems also had more jobs_avarlable than teachers.

The_two*school*sysgems have now settle% down into a state _of_"healthy
competition»” he added. Each system must be mindful of _what it is
providing» knowing that parents will _transfer their children from one
g%?gem to the othér 1f education 1s lacking In some respect» Mr. McGrath

. Saskatchewan» Newfoundland _and Alberta_ have shown how separate*school*
financing _can exist_side b% side with public financing fTor other*school*
systems without dividing the community along_religiouS lines or destroying
the public*school*system» trustees and administrators said. i}

Catholic*schools*jealously guard a Catholic atmosphere» ensurin
programs and personnel are dxrécted toward instilling students with a
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family oriented Cathollc perspective.
However, Cath c*schools*also allow non-Cat

h Sel 2 ~& ﬂ ic students to attend,
where s ace \Y, a ire non-Cat ic
? % 3 Cat TIC teac
an

ol
I teachers It they
cannot find ers.

"Catholic sc 00 s*do not divide a community y more than families do,’
said Rev. Thomas Mohan, superintendent of religiols education for the
Calqary Roman _Catholic’ Separate*School*Board.

atholic*schools*train their students to be 8ood citizens as well
as good Catholics, he added. ™"But education cannot be just for the state,

Father Mohan sai
ADDED SEARCH TERMS: Roman Catholic Church Canada Ontario education
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** Plan would “wreck p
** Tory rejects fTina
B DAN

ET¥ RC*schools***

Norman Sterling, Conservative MPP fo leton- GrenV|IIe sa%s he can no
longer support Premler Frank Miller"s plan to fipance oman athol
separate*schools*with provuncual tax money and will do "whatever |s

necessary’” to alt it. ) )
He said_ iIn lepho n interview yesterday that he will vote agaipst
Government*leg Iat n*i1f e?essary o prevent public financing of the
separate*schools,*which his leader” plans to implement 1n Septenber.

Mr. Sterling, 'who served in the cablnet of _former, _premier William
Davis, sald the Government®s approach to_the issue ''ignored the electorate
during the election”™ and he has decided it is time_to geak“up against a
policy that would "wreck_the public*school*system in th prOV|nce-

"I” cannot sit back quietly any more,” Mr.” Sterling said from his_ home
oégh%% %}lck "l cannot support the extéension of funding to parochial

Mr- Sterlin formerly prOV|nC|aI fcretary for resources development,
?al |t 1S hard’ to predict what _he wi 1T voting against the
islation*contributes _to_a_defeat of the minority Government, but his
respon5| ilities and prigrities are clear.
believe that this Government®s support of the public*school*system
IS morenlmportant than ang party staying in power - erther now or In the
future,” _Mr. Sterling sail

He ~Said he does not see how the _Government can sugport Roman Catholic
*schools*and nore all other*denominations.*A unif lic*school*system
gg? would no segregate children by religion would be much better, he

Premier Miller said in an interview yesterday he was 'not surprised"

Mr. Sterling®s comments but was surpriséd *“that he would say so publlc ¥

Mr. Miller sald he encourages open_ dISCUSSIon In caucus and, while 1
is not unusual for members of opposition parties to break with’ party

c*school*system®™ **
ar

('D

a
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policy, i1t iIs odd_uithin the governing Barty- .. L
Houever, he said he 1s npot_worried about Nr. Sterling®s deviation from
party policy because "all he i1s doing i1s reflecting the views of a lot of
peoa e 1n Ontario [I?ht now . ]
e said there will be a lon eriod of assessment among caucus members
to establish "who stands for what,” but he expects fTull suUpport from the
caucus _for the Government®s plans to go ahead with the extension of

financing. ] . . .
_SSNZ- Hiller said he still opposes a free vote in the*Legislature*on the
issue.

. Nr. Sterling®"s comments did not change the Government"s plan to
|n§ro?uce*leglsla 1opn*soon after _the Hou?? reconyenes in June, but they
-underfined many of the problems that sti must_ be worked out.
Nr. Niller sajd he expects heated debate will mean 1t"will take "'a
Ion%, long time between second and third readings”™ of the*legislation.*
r. Sterling places most of the blame_for the Eresent con_rovers% on
former _premier Willram Davis, whose promise to extend fTinancing to Roman
Catholi _hlgh*schools*was a 'serious blunder.™ _ _
... .He said other members of caucus share his opinions, but years of._
living under a Davis c?blnet _have robbed Government HPPs Of the will to
criticize Government policies in public. _This_"tight-lipped’” attitude_had
I?d to a cynical electorate that showed its discontent m the provincial
e eﬁtlogtt is month. St is iust cti
r. erling _said some critics may say he is jus etting revenge
because Nr. N|QIer gropped Elm from %he %aglqet n a ghu%%lg just after he
took over the leadership, but that would be "unfortunate” because 1t would
not solve the problem. ) N ] o i
He acknowledged that his actions may end his poljtical career but said
he_i1s willing o0 accept_the consequences™ because he sees a point_ at
which the Government could create serious problems in the province®s
edug?yonistem't' d_of what to b ilent i t Kk
m_gettin ired of what appears to be a silent_conspirac 0 wrec
the publgcfsch%ol*system in the?BrOV|nce," Nr. Sterling Sgld. y'But X wrll
do everything | can” to force this POSItlon on the Government - and
proba save_therr bacon 1n_the plrocess. ) r )
ADDED _ SEARCH TERNS: Frank _Niller statements Progressive Conservative Party
Ontario government education finance separate*schools*
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** 2uebec*school*plan **
) ** sparks*court*action ** ) 3
NONTREAL ;SpeC|?i% - The battle agalnst Governmentfleg|slat|on*to
reorganize*schoo oards along French and English lineS moves to 2uebec
Superl?r*Court*ln Nontreal today. ) )
Bill 3, passed by the Government_in_December, 1989, wauld reorganize
the education system along linguistic lines by creating five French*school*
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boards and two _English-school-bgards on the island_of Montreal.

While the MiniSter of Education has already i1mplemented parts_of_the
lau that uould make the neu*school*boards non-denominational,_ existing
Catholic and Protestant*school*boards argue their right to exist is
guaranteed by the_Capadian*Constitution. ]

Some of the existing boards are birlingual» and some Catholic-schools-
are under the administration of an English board. ]

Lawyers representing the boards will appear before Mr. Justice Andre
Brossard seeking a halt to the Government"s reorganization Plan-

. "We are seeking a_permanent-injunction**-to have the_whole law declared
invalid» said Alan Hilton» one of the lawyers representing Protestant
-school-boards i1n Quebec. )

mSome of the boards argue that the Government has no right to take away
powers granted to them -before_1867» while other boards» which were created
after 186/, say_they have similar rlghfs- i

As on% as” the*constirtutional*problem is not settled, we do not want
to change the system opnly to have the judgment say_ the law 1s )
unconstitutional and_theh have to go back to the old system,” said Jacques
Mongeau, president of the Island Council of Montreal, a fipnancing
organization which represents fTive Catholic-school-boards In the case.

A separate motion asks that-school-boards receirve the right to
determine-school-curriculum__ _ 3
_ _As the case will _ likely fTinish i1In_the Supreme-Court-of Canada, an

—-injunction-would halt the” transfer of-school-property and personnel that
1S” scheduled fcr before July 1, 1986.

e _Quebec Association of Protestant-School-Boards _and the Montreal
Catholic-School-Commission made their requests for*injunctions*and
declaratory judgments 1n February of this_year.

However, Tthe Montreal Protestant-school=-board had already asked that
gneDégw be degéared invalid before i1t was passed 1n the National Assembly

Several other-school-boards {0|ned in_the demand for an*injunction-in
March and_the Chief Justice of the_Superior-Court-decided that all the
caseﬁ would be heard_at Fhe same tine. n

The case was qgriginally to have been heard on April 15. “However,
lawyers for_the Quebec Attorney-General said they needed_more time to
gre are _their case following _the decisjon go deI%y elections f?r B N

ommissioners _1n new boards™ in Montreal and the withdrawal of-legislation*
aimed at r?palrln%—c?nstltuglonﬁl—flaws in Bill 3.

IT the law 1s _Implemented, the existence of four-school-boards that

started _before_ 1867 would be assured. However, In one case the student
opulation would decline from more than 100,000 to 6,000, and another

oard would be left without any-schools-at all._ )

A other-school-boards, as” they are known iIn the province, would cease

to exist. i
ADDED SEARCH TERMS* -school-boards Quebec education
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** Anti-Catholic feeling_stirred **
** by RC ald Ian official says **
X OBE T MATAS
The Ontario Government® s extension o Rort to_Roman Catholic high
*schools*has revived rel |%|ous strife |n the province _between Catholic and
other Christian groups, Says the director of the Hamilton-Wentuorth Roman
Cathollc Se ara e*School*Boar
ave been shocked by the sentiments that have come above
the sur ace S|nce (former premier William) Davis®s announcement,” Pat
Brennan told about 200 _separate*school*trustees at a weekend conference.
thls new intolerance 1i1s nicely dressed and more carefully _
ratlonallzed but when we analyze the essential forces driving it, we find
they are the’ same as they were’ in the psist,’” he
Anti-Catholic sentiment 1S the cross that Cathollcs must bear as_ long
as they attempt_to maintain_ their _institutions, he added. The Catholic
community was given equal status in education 144 Years ago he said, but
that right has been begrudged ever since by some elements of the
communi
Mr. B¥ennan said later 1n an interview that he was thlnkln%
particular, about gpinions expressed by some United Church bers about
the Government®s plans to phase In full financing for a Roman Catholic
high*school*systenm, eglnnln this September with Grade 11. Government
financing now ends’ at_Grade .
"1"ve trled to anal¥ e thelr rationale (for ogposung Government
support) and gannot ind any ad?quatelratl nal he” said.

e em haS|ze that_he was nhot a I oppOS|t|on to Government
O|IC anti-Catholic. The Catholic _commu acceR s there s
Catholic*s hoo s* rom

>3

8 mate opposition to Government fTipancl
e who advocate a non-denominatignal pub
osophical position, though, reflects t
anddnot the British and French’ traditions w
sal

Nevertheless, opinions expressed by some geogle remind hlm of the time
when It was almost a tenet of faith to be an lic, he added.

ht Rev. Clarke MacDonaId the former moderator of_the United Church

of Ca ada and a critic of the Government pollcy has said the OpROSItIOH
reflects concern for human rights and Rubllc*school system and does
not reflect anti-Catholic sentiment. The churches work together 1n other
areas of common concern, he_saild.

The United Church co-ordinating committee of Ontario conferences
endorsed a statement in February calllng for the Government to delay

ementatigon until _consideration coul ﬁ Y uman rlg hts 1 sues,
such as the 1mpact of_ the changes _on non- at olic teac ers an UBI

Rev. Mervyn Russell of the Hamilton Conference task force on blic
education has said Mr. Davi moved Ontario closer_ to havun% state
church. The Government shou not girve conspderable su to any
relaglon for the propagatlon of |ts particular point o vuew Russell

sal
gllcan Archblghﬂp LeW| Garnsworthy, gnother outspoken critic of
extension, has sal also concerned about reviving nineteenth century
guarre S. But the*app eal*to ecumenism should have come™ before the
ecisions were made and not afterward.

c*sc hool*s sten-
U.S. a to educatlon
ch mar thls country, he

=y
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Joseph Duffey, president of the Ontario Separate*School*Trustees )
Association» said_yesterday Mr. Brennan®s concerns _about religious strife
are unwarranted. The opposition_is mostly from public*school*teachers who
fear losing their jobs and public*school*trustees who feel there i1s not
enough money for tWwo systems» he said. .

Meanwhilé» at the separate*school*trustees” conference» Toronto
Archbishop Emmett Cardinal Carter urged separate*school*trustees to not
take a_ "holier-than-thou® attitude and to co-operate _with the larger_
community. The trustees must try to understand the differences of opinion
and be prepared to make accommodations» he said. ] i )

However» Cardinal Carter continued to maintain his public silence over
a_report that Mr. Davis privately promised in 1981 to provide_ Government
fgn?chggcg?Fegoman Catholic*schools*before another provincial election
wou .

In a book_to be“released this spring» Toronto journalist Claire Hoy
says Mr. Davis tried to withdraw the promise_in 1989» but_ Cardinal Carter
%BF?%EFned to have every parish priest campaign in the pulpit against the

Spokesmen for Cardinal Carter said yesterday that he was not available

or _an_interview. ) i} _ _
ADDED SEARCH TERMS: Roman Catholic Church Ontario education finance
separate*schools™

851100201 SAT APR. 20,1985 PAGE: M7

BYLINE: MARINA STRAUS

CLASS:*News

DATELINE: UORDS: 337

** Parents challenge **
** praMers In*school ***
By ARINA STRAUSS r _

A group of Sudbury parents 15 challenging the*constitutional*validity of
requiring daply Lord®"s Prayer serviceS for their children In classes, and
the case™ could” have WldeE implications for other non-denominational
*schools*with religiqQus observances. ) } )
The parents are i1nvoking the new equalltg: rights section of the
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, which prohibits discrimination on the

gg?ESi%E religion, as well as another Charter guarantee of freedom of
“There is a_separate*school*systemn that parents can send their children
to_ift the¥ want a religious component i1n the education,'™ says lawyer
Pnlllp Zg erb r%, one” of the fTive ar%pts. "In 1985, we canh"t presume
that anybody else _believes 1n supreme
P

eings or prayers."

The group of Ffive parents will ask the upremg*Cgurt*of Ontario next
week to~strike_down as unconstitutional the law®s requirement of religious
Bg?%ﬁxggce, said Toronto lawyer Charles Campbell, who 1s representing the

IT*schools*won"t scrap the prayer services, Mr. Campbell will ask that
the*court*require a selection of prayers for children, depending on their
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religion.
owever» Gordon Euin» superintendent of*schools*for the Sudbury Board
of Education» said that parents can have their children opt out of prayer
services» which some parents do occasitonally. )
Some*school*boards» such as the Toronto Board of Edugat|on» allow
teachers to choose the dainly prayer» Mr. Zylberberg said. But that isn"t
good enough» he added» because c |IdgeT_should have the choice.
It"s discrimination against_non-believers» and non-belrevers are a
égE%F percentage of the population - 1ncluding myself»" Mr. Zylberberg
_ "If there were a moment of silence» which leads to thoughts of what"s
right and wrong» that would be all rlght- But _there 1s no_educational

purgﬂge in making chirldren Part|0|pat in religioys exercises.”

group of parents i1ncludes two who are secular Jews» one practicing
Jew» oneé Moslem and_one secular Christian who was offended when a Gideon
Bible - which contains only the New Testament - was given to his child at

*school»*Mr . Z¥Iberber% said.
ADDED SEARCH TERMS: ducation
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** Students attack Liberal leader **

** over support for R
? ROBERT STEPHENS

i .. _GIobe and Manl _Reporter i .

WINDSOR - Ontario Liberal Leader David Peterson walked into a hornets
nest of protest ¥esterday as 600 students confronted him on the issue of
separate*school*f1nancing. ) ] )

The students» _crowded “into a gymnasium at_Sandwich Secondary*School*in
Essex County» criticized the Libéeral Leader _for supporting the” province®s
plan to extend full financing to Catholic high*schools.* ™ _

Parents» teachers and students carrying signs and chanting ~"Co-
operate» don"t segregate' demonstrated” outsidée the*school.*

Many of the_students argued that the plan was discriminatory on the
basis _0Of_religion» and they complained loudly and bltterl¥_tha there _was
no political representation for their _views.  All three political parties
have endorsed the principle of full financing.  _ )

%co%t Hunt» a history teacher at_the public high*school»*said about
halt of the 1>000 studenhts at Sandwich Secondar re Cathaolics _and even
these young people are opposed to_the provincial plan. ""They like beilng
in a*school*with more than one religion.” ]

He explaln?d_that many.  students would have to be bused 24 kll?metres t
%gg}%er*schoo *1t Sandwich Secondary i1s turned over to the Catholic*School*

One student asked Mr. Peterson_in the freewheeling question-and- answer
period whether the province"s decision would split communities along
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religious lines. _The Liberal Leader replied_that the plan ""won"t uork if
%ﬁtgeggs%%rprgvall. . . . But 1t can uork 1f ue respect the plurality of

] u - ) a _ ] ;

Another %tudent said the province should delay_implementation until the

*courts*have a chance _to rule on the*constitutionality*of extendlng ﬁubllc
financing to a*denominational*school*system. Mr. Peterson said th atter
should have been referred to the Supreme*Court*of Canada months ago» but
nou I"m not prepared to use that as an excuse to _delay.”

_Kelly White» a Grade 13 student» applauded Mr. PeterSon_ for at least
80|n% t0 the*school*to discuss his vieus. Premier _Frank Miller recently
deg:l ngd an invitation to meet the students» and instead visited a nearby

al arm.

&%- Peterson said he uas committed to_maintaining the quality of the
public*school*system, but """l can only give you my assurances. . . . |1
can"t prove uhat I°m saying." )

e also stressed _the” importance of a full and open debate on_ the issue»
and he said the*Legislature*should sit all summer and provincial mediators
should be used to Settle das%Htes betwe?g the |ffer?n *school*boards.

The Liperal Leader adde at he uould amend the*legislation*it 1t were
found to be unconstitutignal. And he said he had an en_mind" about
financing _.other alternative and_ independent*schools»*but his_ first )
priority is financing the Catholic system. "“We"ve bi.tten off a lot right
nou» and ue“ve got to dlgest thaf first.” .. 3 3

He argued that Catholfc*schools*have had legislative status for 190
years» and the_clock 1s not going to be turned back. ... We have to
respect that historical fTact: a

he Liberal Leader told the_students that the Conservative Government
already has draun up draft*legislation*and implementation_plans» but 1t
refuseS to release this i1nformation until after the election.

But the students were not appeased. ""Ispn"t our political system __
suppQsed . to represent the vieus of the people?" one of them asked. No
one_1s_listening to uhat ue have to say. N ) _

ADDED SEARCH TERMS: birography statements Ontario elections Liberal Party
education finance separate*schools*
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UEBE CP) -_The Quebec Government sa it uill reconsider controversial
*?egis?atfbnluhich ugu?d_have blocked re igjous minor%ties Trom vot?ng %n

eléctions fTor*denominational*school*boar . i .
Under Bill 29, Jeus, Moslems, _and other religious_minorities uould_have
been able to vote or run as candidates only i1n elections for neu English-
and French-language boards. _ _ o ]
The storm of protest from minority groups and the opposition _Liberals
forced Education Minister Francois Gendron yesterday to cancel June
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elections far the feu*denominational*boards left under a neu*school*
reorganization.
I,e electlons for these boards uill be held in_December
am read % to undertake a second, detainled study of B|II 29,*% 1 Mr.
Gendron told t e National Assembly, 1in announ? g %

**Study could lead us to 1mprove certaln e nts of the bill and
perhaps change others, he_said. The bill itselft uilll proceed uhen the
Assembly _re-convenes_on April 16 after the Easter recess. )

Religious minarities inh Quebec have tradltlonall ?art|C|pated in
Protestant*school*boards, which have been % qgklsh speaking;
Catholrc*school*boards uére gredomlnant % Fre ch=s

Under the*school*reorganization _lau ill_3, Catholic and Protestant
boards have been scrappe except for. those in central Montreal and Quebec
City which eX|ste? at Confederatyon jin_ 1867.

onstitutiona y *protecte these uill_be the only*denominational™
boards to remain under the* schoo *reorganlzatlon which has led to the
creation of 106 new Iangua% e ards.

The Supreme*Court*of ~Cahada ru ed last December that sections of B
57, a municipal Ffinan flau that was part of the*school*reorganlz at
ti

|

11
on
ﬁlan violated the*sc oo *boards® right to levy taxes _under the h
orth Amerlca Act by making the taxes subject to a referendum.
In the rul |¥g Mr. Justlce Julten Choulnard said a referendum wou
allow pegple of all religions to vote, while the BNA Act recognize
ht% of Catholics and Protestants to control theirr*denominational™
»sc ools_*
uebec Goverpnment responded with Bill 29, which would bar people of
"Ta dl_gerent religiqus con%essuon than that of a confessuona? *sc ooP* i
board®* from votln in the elections or tax referendums, even though their
chlldren uere enrolled In the board®s*schools.* )
Mr. Gendron i1nsisted that there uere no_hidden motives behind the bill,
onl{ an attempt to conform to_ the Supreme*Court*decision.
1beral educatlon critic Claude Ryan called the bill ™a refinement of
cruelty " saylng It goes much further than 1t had to. )
ou know u are taking us back 50 years uhen gbargay that a Jew uill

i
1
S
d
the

no longer, be ag to vote at the Protest nt*SchooI* - Greater
Montreal, he sald "Th are _sa you are a Jew, you
have no rlght to belon the Pro es ant*school board, no right to vote

ther ut no lon er be entitled to sit as_a commissioner.
ADDED S ARCH TERMS: ~ Quebec education Tau*legislatrion*minorities ethnic
groups*school*boards religion
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i ** Anglican archbishop
** Top cléerics split over R

Archblshog Lewus Garnsuorthy, leaning back _
his k, stared iInto space while he wei

|
cing **

chair with his_feet up
s words carefully
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‘Every time_1l speak about it, get labell ed anti-Roman. Mell, 1°m not.
But I1*m determine Someone  has’ to ay something abo t a puplic system o
education that has served this rovunce well,”™ Saird_Archbxsha

Garnsuorth the Archbishop of Toronto and Métr opoll an for Ontarlo for

the An ?an Church of Canada. _

Sev ra months after former premier Milliam Dav promised to_provide
Government grants for_the Catholic hlﬁh*schools »An lican and_United
Church leadérs are still angry over what they consider special treatment
for _the Roman Catholic communlt%

Even a_private meetln? with Mr. Davis, _followed by a tense meetln with
members of the prOV|nC|a commission on aid to Roman” Catholic high*sChools*
and with Emmett Cardinal Carter the ranklng Roman Catholic prelate in
Englls speaklng Canada, has bridge the gap.

Davxs announce t e new |nanC| g_arrangement that is to_ begin
thls Se tember, he_emphasized a 'responsibility to pe sure' that public
aid_to Roman Catholic high*schools*"strengthens rather than fragments the
social fabric of the province.

‘In all our endeavors, we must seek to_build fellowship and common
values, _not segregation_and mutual suspicion,” Mr. Davis_said.

M|I1|am Newnham, chairman of the commission charged with_ implementing
the new R licy, has identified the 'protection of the socral fabric" as
one of the most important aspects of the change.

Ontario™s history since the 1800s i1s colored by many unresolved battles
over church-state relations and education, erupting_almost every 2o gears.
reli egaga%alslggylng hard to prevent the’ revival of the century- ol

M?- Newnham speaks optimistically about the widespread, acceptance he
has found for, R lic aid to Roman Catholic high*schools.*"I don"t see 1t
as divisive, e _sald In a recent interview.

But _he candidly admitted that, in sgme areas. _Government financing for
Roman Catholic*schools*will place the_local Eubllc*school*system in
%gooargﬁs Ih%egrospect of public aid i1s splitting those communities along

Mg- Newnham, a retired community college president, has stressed the
need_Tor co- operation during the commission®s travelS across the
province. "Me want i1t launched with ggodwill on all sides : 1T we can
only think how other persons view us,” he told a group of public*school*
supporters _critical ofF the changes.

ardinal Carter, Archbishop of Toronto and a friend of _Mr. Davis, said
he would Tike to avoid opening old wounds. So far, he believes the

atmosphere across the rovunc as been very good There have been a few
verx vociferous and articu ﬁeo? ﬂ have made comﬂ aints, but
It"s been a very sma | or tx e sald in an terview.
In modern education In an -S ea |n% countr it JUSt does not
make sense to have the*school*system cu efore the top~of_high

*school» *he sald later. The Government rovuded su ort In 1867
Catho |c*sg 80 ﬁ*as theg hen existe e noted. Xernmen should
have extended that su rt as the*schoo *system ex ande e added

Cardinal Carter descrlbed relations before 867 between the Catholic
and Protestant churches nasty, referring to confrontations between the
churches as i1t they had ha%pened gesterday The churches have moved much
closer, he said rom_ the time wh 1t was almost a tenet of faith to hate
members of another religion.

has discovered that most % , even those ootsude the Roman

Cathollc Church, do not oppose the c anges. Church leaders from other
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religions are raising more concerns than their members» Cardinal Carter

a . . n
Erchblghop Garnsuorth% dismissed Cardinal Carter’s comments as self-
serving. "l expect that would be_his point of view because he has
ever¥t BD% to gain by 1t, Qe 3ahd- N ] N
Archbishop Garnsuorthy added ne will continue to express his_ concerns
about public support for*denominational*schools,»regardless of the popular
view. I"m not 1nhterested _1f 50 per cent or 99 per Cent support 1t. I™m
concerned about what s right and_just and needs-to be done In a
gemocaacy- Thas"questlon T publiC ard to*denominational*schools)*has not

een discussed, a B .

_ Archbishop Garnsuorthy_ said he iIs_ concerned about reﬁrodu0|ng
nineteenth-century quarréls. But the*appeal*to ecumenism should have come
b${ore tEF decisions on financing the separate*school*system, not
afterwards. ] o ] }

He 1s concerned about a drain on limited Government_funds, uhich uill
mean less money fTor the publlc*school*system,_Iead!ng inevitably to a
cutback In*school*programs. He also uants*legislative*guarantees to ensure
that public*school™teachers are not put out Of work as™a result of the
changes and that every student should have access to a publicly financed
educational %gstﬁm-_ ] .

Furthermore, he is looking for a neu political structure_to govern

»schools»»with Catholic and_ non-Catholic*school*truste®es making decisions
jOIﬂt'% for both the Catholic and_non-Catholic*school*system.

Archbishop Garnsuorthy saves his harshest criticism, “though, for Nr.
Davis. "This uhgle businéss has been brought down b¥ a wave _of the _hand
without_ever belng discussed Qy any publi1c¢_body in the province, without
ever going to_the*Legislature*. _ 7 . 1 think_that i1s very bad democracy.
In a_demoCratic society when you make a decision as_important as this, ’it
S?%%¥%r%§ a matter of public discussion. There should be lots of
P Archbishop Garnsuorthy was particularly upset that the Catholic bishops
were aware of Nr. Davis®s_announcement beTore the former premier rose in
the*Legislature*on June 12, 198b. "There was consultation with the_Roman
Catholics and there was no consultation with me or any othe™ religious
leader, or with _public*school*system people,” he said:

"That"s helpful to_them (the” Catholic community), but it_says that we

have a favored group iIn the province that receives information” that no_one
g%$29%%ﬁfh I don"t think that"s good democracy, either, since we are all

Right Rev. Clarke NacDonald, who was moderator of the United Church of
Canada when Nr. Davis announced the_ changes, also continues to be
concerned about the process. Not only wasS he left 1n the dark before the
announcement, but nerther Nr. Davis nhor former education minister Bette
Stephenson replied to letters he wrote to the Government after the
annguncement w?s made . _ .

Dr. NacDonald said he shares Archbishop Garnsuorthy®s concerns _about
restricted access to*schools*financed b% tax revenues.” He also objects to
the teachln% of religious d%gma In a Eu |IC|¥ supported system. A ?hl!d'S
education 1S not complete 1f he 1S no tau%h about the rpole of religion
in society, but he should not_be tau?ht_Ca holic dogma only, he_saild:

The United Church and_Anglican_religious leaders met Nr_ _Davis before
Christmas to express their Viewpoints. The_ former premier listened
politely and then agreed to arrange a meeting with Cardinal Carter,
Archbishop Garnsuorthy reported.
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The three religious leaders* uho meet occasignally to discuss issues of

ommon _concern* met In January to exchange opinions about the neu
Inancing arrangements. Houevér* no further meetings_are Plann .

Archbishgp Garnsuorthy said_the meetln% uas useTul. Cardinal Carter
revealed a less strident” position than many Catholic-school-trustees* _
indicating some support for co-operation between Catholic and non-Catholic

-school-boards and for _sharing facilities. _

But the exchange of views did not resolve the differences. A few weeks
after the meeting™ the United Church renewed 1ts call for a delay 1n
implementation. N )

"We are deegly concerned that this gollcy could _have the effect of
eroding the public-school-system* perpetuating religious divisions 1In
Ontario communities and encouraging demands from other religious

-denominations-and groups for similiar_funding for theirr-£chools*'*a
committee O nited Church_members said. ) )
ADDED SEARCH TERNS: Ontario government grants education finance Roman
Catholic Church separate -schools*
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** Rules ever-changing In RC financing game **
** Provincial commiSsion near _deadliné **
** to determine winner_of ?ubllc support **
... B ROBERT MATAS B} n _
The game has been dubbed ''Davis Says.” The only equipment required_is a
sgeech e¥ former r?mler William Davis. The wild card in the game is that
at any time* the rules can change. o

Elght educataors, administrators and*school*board politicians have been
meeting privately this month around a rented conference  table In temporary
quarters set up In a downtown_Toronto office tower to play the game.

They are members of a provincial commission appointed to advise_the
Ontarid _Government on extensigon of financing to separate-schools.-Theilr
game rules _consist entirely of the speech given by Mr. Davis last_June 12
in the—Leg;slature-—Nlne months later* that 16-minute speech remains the
Government®s only formal statement on the pOlIC%- o ] ]

-School-boards™ submitted their groposals to the commission earlier_ this
month. The commission i1s_to decide by April 3 which plans should qualify
fOf Government sugport. The deﬁdllne comes _one d?% before Premier Frank
¥ﬁel% r(;rsleexpecte to set out his vision of the ture 1n a Speech from

Some _public-school-politicians and teachers _question whether _the
commission has any real power and maintain 1t _is_only_a paper tiger™
dlvertln% attention_ from the Government and playing _with the*school*
Eegﬁ%§en atives while the provincial Government” deCides how to handle the

S . o
However* the commission members and many other-school-board politicians
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believe the outcome_of their game could decide how Elans to provide public

gldtto Roman Catholic high*schools*will be implemented In Ontario thxs
eptember .
P ﬁ Government changed its policy on educatlon financing iIn the hope of
rOV| g better educa 1on_for tBousand children 1In the Roman Catholic
c 00 *s stem without hurting pu 1c*schools.*Publ ic*schoo *supporters

t ough, have been screaming about the |mpact on public*school*prograns,

»school's ,»teachers” JQbS and communities.

The commission ob 1s, 1n effect, to ensure that*school*boards® plans
are consistent Wlth he statement made by Mr. Davis when he_anngunced the
changes last June. If the group, decides that a*school*board®s plans
councude with_uhat "Davis Says,” 1t will allow the board to move ahead. If

the %roup decides they do not, the plans are _stopped.
Government has” not |ntroduced any*le |slat|on*perm|tt|ng Ontario®s
Roman Catholic*school*system to_offer a secondary*school*program. Nor has
|t issued:apy regulations or guidelines on how the changes should be
implemente
pThe Governm?*t has also been very vague on the cost ?f establlshlng a

new h| h*schoo ?tem- o¥ernmen 1als estimated last JuRe
im ntation would cost $120-mi |on over three_years. But t Would
no y how the money Is to be spent. The commission Is expected to reach

1ts deC|S|ons - regardless of the cost - solely on the basis of Mr.
DaV|s s statement.
6or obstacle for the _commission is that the histori¢ statement sets

out 1sions that may be impossible to reconcile. The_main 1ngredients
of t e statement, according to commuesuon chairman Wllllﬁm Newnham, are:

. Davis says overnment support will be extended to high*schools*in a
Roman Catholic*school*systera,
. Davis says public*school*teachers will be protected from resulting

chan
gVIS says the changes must_not_jeopardize, cruRple or limit the
V|ab|I|ty oTf the non- denomlnatlonal Qu lic hlgh*sc ool*system or
comBromlse the quality of P schools
avis says the chan es shou d strengthen rather than fragment the
SOCIﬁ' fabric of the prQV|nce-
e commission has discovered in almost all Ontario communltles that
the four statements do not fit together easily.
prlvate me tlngs to be held durln% the month, the comm|SS|oners must
deC|de how ancé Mr. Davis®s commitment to establish a pub
B ported Roman Cathollc hlgh*school*system with his guarantees to the
*sohoo *system and |ts teac %rs-
1ous sentiment coul SO factor in situations where the
Rggpo%%hochagges revived Iong— forgotten animosities between Catholics and
The commission must also be prepared for_a sudden change in_the rules.
Mr. Miller has endorsed Mr. Davis"s |n|t|at|ve and _Education Minister
Keith Nort? been an advocate of 8 blic financing for Roman Catholic
high*schoo s*for 10 years. But the Government®s ruleS fTor mmplementation -
especially those i1nvolving the controver5|a[ issue of access_ for non-
Catholics” - will not be clear until the*legislation*is unveirled. i
And even the groRosed*leglslatlon*W|II not be a_guarantee. A provincial
election expecte May could mess up the game. If an election were
called before*leglslatlon*ls asse s ouXcome could change the rules.
The*courts*max also_scramb the’ ru es. The Metro Toront *SchooI*Board
backed by public school*boards representing more than 50 per cent of t
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province®"s students» _iIs ready to ask in*court*it pu?!lg flnanC|ng of a
*schogl*system _that discriminates on the basis of religion conflicts _uith
the Charter _of Rights and Freedoms. As soon as the Government actuall
doe%hsgmeth{ng*more than talk about it» the entire process may be stalled
in e*courts: B} N ) ]

Debate over public_aid for Catholic high*schools*has been part of
Ontario"s political history for more than” 100 years. _The Catholic*schools*
began_receilving Government support at Confederation iIn 1867 to protect the
refTigious freedom of Catholic children uho otherwise would have had to
attend Protestant public*schools.»Similar guarantees were given to
Protestants In Puebec. _ N ] N

A succession_of _Ontario governments has maintained that public support
was promised only for those"grades existing when the deal was struck' -
that 1s» elementary»schools. i 3 B }

Mr. Davis has emphasized that the new direction_reflects a shift in
political perspective. It 1s ''not compelled by or founded_upon a
reinterpretation of old statutes or jurisprudénce»” he said In the

»Leglslature_»"Th? letter of the law_cannot substitute for common sense.'

The 1mpact will not be clear until students return_ to classes In .
September. Public*school*supporters see major upheavals» while Catholic
groups predict minimal disruption. N

Ontario®s Rgman Catholic separate*schools*now receive government
gup ort up to Grade 10 and charge tuition fees» _ranging from about $800 to

1»200 _a year» for grades 11 to 13. Public aid is to be phased In_a year
gg %e%gg?> allowing “the*schools*to eliminate fees for Grade 11 this

pThe Catholic*schools*normally lose their students to the Eubllc*school*
s¥stem at _the beginning of high*schoqgl. *The*schools*had about 40,000
students in Gradée s _last year and_only 21»000 in Grade 9. i

The new public aid could keep 7»000 more Catholi¢ students_in the
system this September» the Catholic teachers®™ assocration estimates»
creating_as many as 450 new jobs. Public»school»teachers predict_ the
|mgact will be more th%P thrée times as great» resulting xn the loss of
1,550 public*school*jobs.._ _ L.

The provincial commission charged with _advising the Goverpment has an
unusual role to play. Normally» mémbers of a_government commission are
aggﬁgﬁlal arbiters of i1ssues»” appointed to give advice on a course of
. But the eight members of this_ commission each has a long history of
|nvolveme8t I _education» and ?jl» except Mr. Newnhgm» are closely
associated with_erther the public or separate*school*system.

The strong biases WeFe evident 1In fgcent hearings. gbllc*school*
supporters -"such as John Fraser» Peel®s public»school»director of
education - would mention the threats to the public*school*system.
Separate*school*supporters - such as Edward Nelligan» former “Metro
Separate»School»Board director of education - would express concerns about
the_impact on the Catholic atmosphere of the*schools.* _ )

The  Government i1s not_looking_ to the commission to give advice on
public policy. The _political deCision has already been made. The
commission®s” role IS mainly administrative. g ]

Despite the lack of a txrm estimate of the shift iIn students» _ )
commissioners spent three months %ettln ready for the game. During_their
hearings» several»school»boards and teaChers roups as well as buSiness
groups and_Parents %ave their versions of Mr. Davis commitment.

Two entirely different portraits were drawn for the commission.
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Catholic politicians» educators and administrators say the neu financing
arrangement uill only mean the addition of a feu grades to a uell-
estaR |shed—school—ﬁgstem and the changes uill be mininal.

They emphasize _t unigue aspects of a religiron-dominated*school*and
argue Tor protection _of the system®"s Cathalic nature. They also press for
the _rapid transftfer of public-school-burldings. ) ]

Public-school-supporters see massive upheavals In their system. _They
attack the announcement of _controversial changes uithout consultation and
implementation uithout*legislation.* _ L. )

They raise concerns about restrictions limiting non-Catholic access to
the sePa{age—schools»f¥h? |m?act on gubllc—schoo%—Bro rams _and thﬁ ]
potentla isruption i ocal-schools-uere transfterred to the Catholic

*school*system to_accommodate the expansion. _

i But»"Mr. Davis also sard . . .'" the commissioners uould frequently
|nteﬁgect durlng the hearings

The _commissioners _repeatedly came back to tuo central problems: hou to
reconcile the expansion of the” Catholic-school-system In areas uhere the
Bubllc system uill clearly be put 1n jeopardy by  the expansion; and_hou_to

alance Erotectlon_of the” Catholic, nature of the confessponal*schools*uith
Ehe rB h %f non-discriminatory public access to a*school*system supported

ubTic taxes. ;

Y he _competing rights have presented a stark contrast in small
communities uirth many_Tamilies uhg speak French as a first_language. The

*schools*uould be subdivided into fTour unuorkable units - uith claSses for
%nglophﬁne Cath?l|cs» fEanco%hone Catholics» publlg anglophone and public

rancophgne chi n - ati everyone®s_demands. .

Ontgrlo hag 1 Lgschoo S§U|tﬁf¥euer ¥Ban 600 students in 1983» _although
not all those-schools-uould be under the same pressure to subdivide.
Ontario high*school*principals have noted that fipnancing separate*schools*
in Ehose areas uill i1nevitably restrict programs in the  public*school*
system. ] _

y Dan Chorney» president of the Northern Ontario-School-Trustees
Association» has K said th?t many northern hoards of education operate ?nly
one secaondary*school»-only one” English and one French secondary*school»*or
onl¥ a Teu secondary-schools-geagraphically _far apart. r

_ Those-schools-uould have difficulty con |nU|n% to offer -a full range of
high-school-programs 1f a substantial”_number of CTatholic students did not
join public-school-students, for the hlgher rades. ]

PP lic*school*boards urth a francophone high*school*have a unique

roblem. More than 90 per cent of frahcophone families are Catholic.

evertheless» francophones see the extension of public aid as a mixed

blessing.

r."Davis» as educatijon ministey _in the late sixties» alloued blic
-school-boards to esta FIS French FI?R—SC ools_-The move e##ectlvgfy
killed_several private high-schogls-Tfor francophones run by the Roman
Catholic Church. The Roman Catholic separate-school-boards™ have seized
this opportunity to restake their claims to franc?phone_hl h-schools .-

But the francophone community» uirth_25»000 children in the Eubllq

-school-system» has not been as ea%er There have been many ba} les in
touns ana_cities across Ontario inh the past 15 years to establish those
-schools.-The areas are not Hregareﬂ to %lve up modern» uell:?9U|%%ed
-schools-uithout firm commithnents that the separate system ui offer the
sam%hfaC|=|t|%s an% pro r%ms-f h itv 1o b lit duri th

ey also do not uan e francophone communi o_be spli urin e
three—¥ear phase-i1n of support. Thepfrancophone—s¥hooIs—shguId be g

|
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transferred en bloc - teachers, staff, _students and facilities - and
compromises must be made for non-Catholics and Catholics who do not want
to participate iIn the religious life of the*schools,*francophone spokesmen

_._Those demands create problems for the separate*school*system. where
will 1t find the _money to run the*schools?*And i1f_the franCophones are
excused from rellglous courses and mass, will anglophone students demand
S|mjlar reatment? n _

ane Scott, president of the Ontario Public*School*Trustees i
Assoclation, sald_the sudden drop _in_ the number of students In the public
*school*system will force many public*schools*across the province to reduce

the numbér of ogptional coursés, such as _music and art. In some areas of
the province, 1t could Limit even the offering of compulsory core courses

at dlfferept levels qof di ficult&T N n n
Meanwhile, Roman Catholic spokesmen have been walking thin line,
trying to deal with parents_who expect the separate*school*system to be

run by Catholics for Catholics while also trying to be sensitive to others
who expect that non-Catholic teachers and students will not be refused
access 1o thf?schools-? 3 - o

The Catholic communltx IS clearl¥ divided within itself. Emmett )
Cardinal Carter, the Archbishop of Taronto, gave assurances to Mr. Davis
before the announcement that access for non-Cathgolics would not be a .
problem. Nevertheless, some bishops are more rigid ad. Insist on 1mposing
quotas on_the number of non-Catholics. ..

_ Realizing, that public aid 1s dependent on provisions to accommodate
displaced g blic*school*teachers, regardless of religion, many*school*
boards _have shifted their efforts_ana now_draw distinctions on working
conditions. Same boards want to give _public*school*teachers who are
Catholic the first crack at the new jobs; others want to discourage non-
Catho%gc teachers from transferring Dy restricting the chances for

romotions. ] }

P The debate over open_access for non-Catholic students_has_ also shifted.
Non-Catholic students _will be welcome where space 1s available, but_almost
all*s?hool*boards |nS|sg that the non-CatholicC st¥dents must _participate
in re |g£0us classes and ceremonies, exempt only from receiving the
sacrament. _ ) r

Cardinal Carter is one of the few Catholic leaders who_feels non-
CatQpI|%§ could attend the*schools*but be exempt from religious
instruction. B i il _ }

However, their most immediate problems are not those dealing with
access. The Catholic boards are scrambling to figure out where to put all
the new students and how to expand thelr programs.

Like children_in a candy store, some separate*school*boards wandered
through their nelghborhoods shortly after Mr. Davis®s announcement and
picked out the public*school*hurldings _they expected to take over. The
aggressive ?pproach did not win any _rlend%- } ]

Tom Rerlly, spokesman for Ontarig®s Catholic_education groups, says ho
one expects any*schools*to be _transferred by this September. Unless ‘the
Government grants exemptions from the_ procedures eople who live across.
the street_Trom the publjc*sChools*will have a chance to speak at a public
hearing before the*schools*are turned over. )

For many Catholic groups, the dispute over access for non-Catholic .
teachers and students was a fTorerunner to a challenge over representation
on the Roman Catholic*school*boards. If non-CathQliC students are allowed
to attend Catholic*schools,*then non-Catholics will be given the choice of

22
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paying theiz*school*taxes to_the Catholic boazds. )
o Nggé%%EQQEJF zatepayers will not accept taxation without
zepz 1on. ) )
pOnce non-Catholics can elect trustees, the Catholic gzoups wondez what
8u%ﬁaqtees Catholic pazents will have that the*schools*uirll remain
atholic.

The commission, with 1ts pouezs_limited to %|V|ng advice, must zely on
local solutions to solve any conflicts. Without_co-oOperation between the
boazds, the commission must decide what Nz. Davis said and hope the
Goveznment wi eventual ly _back them u%- ] .

ADDED SEARCH TERMS: _Ontazio ﬁoveznmen gzants education finance sepazate
*schools*Roman Catholic Chuzc
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** Nozton asked to dzo% zeli%ious teaching zules **

) ) . _By ROBERT MATAS . i . )
Ontazio zegulations _permitting zeligiouys indoctrination in public*schools*
may contravene provisions of the_Canhadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
and_should be revoked, the Canadian Civil Liberties Assocration says.

The _regulations enable some*school*boazds to promote the tenets” of

Christianity and_in some cases _ instruct their students to Indoczinate
othezs_1n ristian beliefs, Alan &fzmm%, the associration®s general
ﬁougsel, says In a seven-page letter to Ontario Education Minister Keith
orton. . ] N ]

"To the _extent that Christian interpretations of scripture are taught
as the officral truth for our public*schools,*the non-ChziSrtian
interpretations are relegated to a secondary position,” the letter says.

The religiqus education program appears _to violate the Charter®s

uarantee of freedom_of conscience and religion and the Ontario Human
ights Code"s prohibition against discrimination on the basis of religion
or creed, Mr. Borovoy says. ] ] _

The Rro?ram also appears to violate the Charter s_?uarantee of equality
under the Taw which, when 1t_comes 1nto_force on April 17, will prohibit
unequal treatment on the basis_of religion, he says.

r. Borovoy refers to religious education in*schools*run by four_small
rural boards ©Of education: _EIgin County board in Southwestern” Ontariq, the
Norfolk board i1n the vucunlt% of Simcoé, the Frontenac gount¥ board 1n the
Eég a;onaﬁgga and the Northumberland and Newcastle board In the Port Hope-

Thegtea?hers' guide for religious instructigon In Elgin Countx grgvudes
a lesson plan for Easter _that concentrates on_instruct ng student that
the_believer®s task 1s giving the ﬁospel to all the worla."

The lesson beglns b showung “the pogulatlon of the world and the

8 ofess ng Christians., IT_we were to count the number who
of Jesus 1t would take 20 years without stopping.

number who are
have never hear
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-school-system province-wide - 1if any Jjobs are lost as a result of public
aid_to Roman_Catholic high*schoals. _ ,

The Ontario Secondary=School-Teachers Federation went on record at its
annual meeting yesterd%% as suRgortln%_Bubllc financing only for one ]
public-school-system. e teachers decided to oppgse any Government action
to_provide money to*schools*"which promote a specific-denominational-or
political point” of view. ) i ] .

_Theﬁ also want to meet Premier Frank Miller and Education Minister
Keith Horton hefore_the _end of April to hear what they intend to do about
aid_to Roman Catho l? hl%h—schoo s.* _

Former premier Milliam Davis announced_in June that the Government
would fTinance a Roman Catholic hlgh—scho I-systenm starting_in September.
However, to date the Government has not brought in any-legislation-or
passed ang regulation to enact the policy. N

Rod Al er?, the _federation®s president, said the teachers are not
concerned solely with their jobs. "Me"re out to influence Government
policy,”™ Mr_. Albert said. ] B}

The tea?hers are concerned about further fra%mentatlon of society_ along
religious lines_and the 1mpact of the proposed Changes on non- Catholic
stHderI\tsh espeglally in areas of the province where™ there i1s only one high

-school,-he said. ] 3 ]

The  teachers also expect many programs in_the public-school-system will
be curtairled once public_aid 1s” provided to Roman Catholic high-Schools*
and students shift out of the gu lic-school-system, he added. .

Mr. Albert said teachers are frustrated wrth_the provincial commission

aﬁpglnted to _advise the Government on implementing the policy. Commission
chagrman Millitam Newnham has said the commission is only responsible for
implementation, not for the Government®s decision.

_The teachers want to speak to someone who iIs accountable, Mr. Albert

id.
ESDEB SEARCH_TERMS: Ontario teachers education finance separate-schools*
Roman Catholic Church
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xX Probers criticize teachers **

** over RC flnanC|n9 stance **

Bg ROBERT _MATAS
Globe and Mail Reporter ) L
THUNDER _BAY, Ont. - Members of a provincial education commission were

harshly _critical yesterday of a hi school-teachers _grouyp that wants the

h
ErOV|ng|al_Government to tcancel plgn
atholic high-schools.* = _ } _
Four of the eight commissioners ripped_into the submission by the
Ontario Secondary-School-Teachers Federation, suggesting that the high
-school-teachers were too emotional and had misrepresented conditions 1

s to extend publi¢ aid to Roman

n
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the_Thunder Bay-school-system.

The teacher federation _was 127th o?p to make, a submission since
last November_ uhen the comm|SS|on egan _to h public hearlngs-

Occasionally, a commissioner has challenged a roup on Its
recommendations or probed for iInpconsistencies. Bul_throughout the
proceedings, the commissioners have made a point of thankKing, and_in many
|nstances Eom limenting, the groups for therr submissions, Tegardless of

e|r oint of view.
ngSlon charrman Wglliam T. Neunham denied*in an interview that the
comm|SS|oners were hostile _to the public-school-teachers®™ group.

The teachers made a political statement that was fTilled with i1nnuendo
and unfounded allegations, Mr . Newnham said. .

"“tie JUSt wanted to_straighten out some misconceptions,' he said.

Gerry~ Carl son ﬁre3|dent of -the Thunder _ Bay d|V|S|on of the teachers"
federation, began his supmission b attacklng the Government for plans

which he desgrlbed as arbitrar an undemocratic.

He cr|t|C|zed the commissio roceeding with such _haste_as to
mﬁgitgd%%%ate planning |mp033|ble and ppropriate public discussion

Mr. Carlson magntained that the*schools*have recently experienced *"a
multltude of shocks,” and asked how many more "“experiments, adjustments,
reversa s and gratuutous changes _can (t ey) absorb’ befare they collapse?

decision to_extend fTinancing_should” be cancelled and ubli
—school -system serving all*denominations*should _be malntalned e sald

Mr. Carlson also Traised concerns about the increased costs to pay for
two education systems, reduction programs once the public-school-system
has fewer students, loss of teachers Obs and substantial differences in
contract provisions for public and_Catholic teachers.

Commissioner Twyla Hendry, who is also a public-school-trustee in
Waterloo_ Count saild during the hearings she was disappointed at the
emotional approach adopted by . the teachers.

The teachers®™ group was Jjumping all over the commission about things
oxer wh&ch we can do"-nothing. Me aré here with a mandate to implement,"
she sal

he alspo noted_that the %roup was raising concerns aboutf the
dlsproportlonate impact of The changes on women teachers. However, women
were not gart of _the four—member de %atlon to the commission, she said.
ommls gner Frank Gilhooly, a for er ch alrman of the OttaWﬁ separ?te
-school-boar critic zed the “teachers for talk ?g about job ﬁ at wou d
1sappear in the public-school-system —Wlthout a o noting that jobs wi
be created in the Catholic-school-system. Displaced public-school teachers
will transfer_ intg the Catho I|c S stem he said.

Mr. Girlhogly also accused e ea? ers” %rou of dIStOFtIn% the
importance of the-constitutional-challenge the new Tipanci ?
arrangements. The group stated that the Government®s action will like
rulep unconstitutional, but the case 1Is not even iIn-court-yet, Mr.Gil
sail

Comm|SS|oner John Fraser, a publlc -school-director, criticized the
gro%R for suggesting that not enou% time Was avallabie for debate.

e commiSsSion had expected to hold two days of hearings but not enough
%roups wanted to make submissions. Mr. _Fraser saild he was concerned that
he commission was receiving presentations only from teacher and-school-
board groups and not from parents, businessmen” or ordinary people 1In
Thunder
The teachers said they had spent ""thousands™ of hours preparing the

ly be
hgoly
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submissions. and were _insulted that the commissionexs felt they uere being
emotional about the issues. ) a .
Roy Pilovesana, a member of the dele%at|gn» said the teachers had given
a gzeat deal of thought_to theix presentation. _ _
Me tried to deal uith the i1ssues_and 1deas In a very seriQus uay .
idggg*&hﬁqugﬁglons (from the commissioners) did not grapple uirth those
Teachers and members of the Lakehead Public Board of Education said
Ia%et they uere surprised by the commission®s aggressive response to the
submission. _ ] o n
_ -School-trustee Jean Robinson described the commission as nasty. ""Their
job 1s to Jlisten and not Fo destroy»" she said. S
_ Mr. Carlson_saird he_felt_the group uas unfairly treate,d. The commission
did not deal uith specific issues and attacked them on the basis of
general staf?ments» e s%[d. i i i
Me challenged them fTirst» and by challenging them in their role» they
struck back»" hé added. . ] ] B
However» Larry Q°Brien» an official uith the Lakehead District Roman
Catholic Separate-School-Board» said he uas pleased to see the knuckle-

rapping .
p?he?publ|c*school*teachexs talk about _the anxieties created by
extending Government financing to Catholic*schools»-but they are” the ones
Ccreating the anxiety _by_thelr unsubstantiated statements» he said. _
Earlter» the commissjon uas told that the public and Roman_ Catholic
*school*boazds uere working together to develop a plan fox implementation
of the neu financing arrangeméents. ) )

The Roman Catholic-school-system in Thunder Bay expects to exRand its
Grade 9 classes by about 200 students this September» once Government aid
1s available for Secondary-school-prograras 1n separate-schools.*

Haowever» the chan%e has sparked Iittle Soncern so far» mainly because
%h%glc system Can accommodate the additional students In Xts current
ies.
in the next five or six years» the_Catholic board expects to_ grow
een 1,000 and 2.000 students. Decllnln% enrolment 11 th?_publlc
during “the next feu years i1s expected to empty out a “public-school-
ding which_could be transferred to_the Catholic system. }
JameS Griffis, charrman of the public board_ in Thunhder Bay, said the
trustees feel they can ensure the public-school-system does nhot become
second rate _as_a Tresult of the changes. ]
The commission will hold hearingS i1n Ottawa next week and Toronto 1in
the fTollowing_two weeks. _ _ i ]
ADDED SEARCH™ TERMS: Ontario education government grant education finance
separate-schools- Roman Catholic Church
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** Poll says 2 of_3
** favor public aid
** for RC*schools*
n B¥_ ROBERT MATAS  _
Government aid to_Roman Catholic hl%h*SChOOlS*IS favored by two of every
three Ontario residents» according To a poll completed for” the Ontario
Secondary*School*Teachers _Fe eratloq n _

However, 79_per cent_of those polled say the*denominational*schools*
should be required to hire non-Catholic teachers and 89_per cent oppose
allowing the Catholic*school*boards to hire only CatholiCc secretaries and
custodians- N n

he poll also reaffirmed other recent surveys showung that the
provincial Conservative Part¥ i1Is riding a wave” of popularity and that
unemployment and ¥outh unemployment are considered by far the most
important issues Tacing the province.

In response to a questign on voter preference» 43 per cent chose _
Progressive Conservative» 21 per cent chose Liberal and 18 per cent picked
the _Hew Democratuc_Par%y-_ _ ]

Forty per cent identified unemployment as the most important issue _and
11 per tent of the respondents chose” youth unemployment.  Every other issue
was_mentioned by 5 per cent of the reSpondents or ‘less. _

The $30,000 survey» released by the teachers federation at a news
confterence _yesterday» was conductéd_by Decima Research Ltd. . )

Decima iS5 the pollster for Ontario” Conservative leadership candidate
Larry Grossman, the ?FOVInCIal Conservative Party and_the federal
gogservaglve PaEﬁy.f_hetreseﬁrcg Elrm polled 760” people from across

n 10 in iIrst week of Januar N _

%Ee pof[ QQSO %ound that_40 per cenfybelleved the Ontario Government
spends too little on education while 15 per cent felt 1t _spends too much.

Seventy-two per cent said additional money needed to finhance the
Catholic nigh*school*system should come from” the public*schools;*/0 r
cent want one*school*bdard for both the public and Roman_Catholic*school*
system; and 84 per cent want public debate on the whole issue of public
axd_to Ca}hollc schools .* i

The poll revealed W|desBread ignorance about the announcement of _
changes 1n education and about thé current system of financing Ontario”s

*school*system._In_response to a guestion about whether the¥ had heard
about an% particular changes to the education system over the past SsiX
months, i ger cent said ho. ]

The pollsters also found_that 38 per cent believed the Government
already financed the Catholic*school*system to the end of Grade 13, and an
additional 22 per cent did not know that Catholic elementary*schools*
already recerve government funds. ]

OnFy 24 ger cent of_those ?Il$d correctly answered that PubllC fupds
are provided to Catholic*schools*for elementary and junior high*school*

grades. ) n
The poll was released_a art of a campaign by th ublic*school™
teacne[g %ederatlon to %lgﬁtpprOV|nC|af vae nmeXt cﬁaﬁges iIn education

financing. 1
Premi%r_Uil!iam Davis has announced_that public aid will lbe available

for Catholic high*schools*beginning this September. Severallgroups

including the téachers federation, have urged the Government to defay

implementation for at least a year. ) ) .

. The Metro Toronto*School*Boasd, rggresentlng six pubiie*8eh901*boafds

in Pietro Toronto* has -to dtaXiIsn®®
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ne% po%%cytonce the Government =ntroduces*legislation*to bring the changes
into ct.

Malcolm Buchanan, federation president, told reporters he believed the
poll accurately reflects gubllg opinion about the 1Ssue.

About 1,100°_people _have 1ndicated_their support for the teachers
federation positionh directly bg sengln% in a couRon that uas part of an
advertlsemeng cr|t|0ﬁl of Mr. Davis ecisjon, nhe said. _ "

Publrc_ard _to Catholic high*schools*has been ''‘the silent issue”™ of the
Conservative leadership campaign, Mr. Buchanan added. People are _ concerned
about the issue, but the four T1eadership contenders have been reluctant to

dlscHss |F he S?Id- B} .
The poll results are_considered to be accurate for the_population of
OntaE!o as a whole within plus or minus 3.6 percentage points 95 out of
100 Imes. _ _ _ _
However, the pollsters also_caution_that the survey iIs not a prediction
and _1s _designed to measure_public opinion at a specific point In time.
ADDED SEARCH TERMS: Ontario government grants education finance public
opinion polls Roman Catholic ™ Church separate*schools*

850220251 TUE JAN_.22,1985 PAGE: m2
BYLINE: ROBERT MATAS
CLASS: *Mews*
DATELINE: UORDS: 993
** Teacher seniority on transfers backed **
} ) By . ROBERT MATAS _ ]
OntariQ’s atholic*school*boards must maintain the _sala an

Roman r .
sentority o? pub |C*schoof*teachers who are transferred into C%thO?IC
*schools*as a result of public fgnangln% for the*denominational*schools,*
ggg_yggnham commmission on public aid to Catholic hlgh*schopls*has

i .

The Ontario Catholic Supervisory Officers Association had urged the
rovincial commission, headed by retired community college president
illiam T. Newnham, to allow boards to put_experienced public*school*

teachers on_probation when they were transferred. _

. A Roman Catholic board would be_unfair to 1ts own teachers i1f, for
instance, a non-Catholic teacher with nine years experience was )
transterred Into the Catholic system and_todk precedence over_ a Catholic
teacher who had been In the system for eight years, the Catholic
administrators have said. . _ )

However, the provincial commission on_implementation of plans for _
public aid_ to Catholic high*schools*notified_Catholic*school*boards this
week that the boards cannot follow thelr administrators®™ propgsal. )

Teachers collect seniority because they are Eerformlng satistactorily
or better, Mr. Newnham_said 1In an inte V|e¥ esterday. PubllC*SﬁhO?l*
teachers who_are transferred as a result o overnment action should have
theIF senlorltx protected, _he %dde ] o .

_The _guidelihe i1s_part_of a_four-page memo outlining the commission®s
criteria for assessing plans for secondary*school*programs. The memo 1is
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advice to the*school*boards on behalf of the minister, Nr. Neunham_ said.
The co m|SS|on also served notice that a public*school*board will not
necessari B |mg emengatlon by re u5|n8 0 CO- o erate. The Me ro
Lroronto*sc oo *Boar as decid (0] suspeﬂ 1ts arations u the
*courts*determine 1If the changes violate the Cana |a Charter o nghts and

Freedoms.
Nevertheless, the comm|SS|on deC|de?*|t uill review p{ﬁns submitted by

a Cath lic board for a secondary*schoo system even 1f the affected
public board does not participate In process.
The comm|SS|on also deC| ed that adm|SS|on of _non- Cathollc Pu i1ls must
be %u Hosutlve icy''. Nr. Neunham said_this uu ne _means
the boards ust accept non-Catholic students if 58 |s available. _
The memo does not deal with the Involvement_of_non lic teachers in

the Catholic system. Nr. Neunham said the commussuon decuded to leave the
iIssue for C tholic boards to resolve oca I¥ urth ubllc boards.
Premier Willram Davis announced ic aid e end of Grade 13

in Ca hollc*schools*uould be avallabl startln U|t ?r f

Septem er The _Government now prOV|des funds _ To c*schoo s*up to
Grade %bllc*school* eachers ?Ve maﬁnt ined f g

Government |nanC|ng urll mean public*school*enro ment UI| r p by more
than nd teaching positions uill decrease by about s ,000 .

ADDED SEARCH TERMS. Ontario teachers separate*schooIs*educatlon Roman
Catholic Church
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falel Publlc*schools*ln eril, teachers uarn **

_ BY o FOBERT MATAS
Ontario”s public secondary*school*teachers are Iaunchln% ah aggreSS|ve
campaign to bring together parents and taxpayers concerhned
prospect of Government funds for_a Roman Catholic secondary*school*system.

The _Ontario Secondary*School*Teachers Federation 1s placing
advertisements 1n every Ontario daily newsqaper beglnnln% next
warning readers that the new Government on nancu g Cat

*schoolS*places the future of t provunce S educatlon ste |n doubt-

The teachers predict 100 public secondary*schools*ui be closed and
g o.00 public high*school>teaching positions’ uill disappear once students

shift into the new Catholrc high school*s stem.

Government funds for this parallel school*system uill alsc
drastically reduce the number and varlety of programs in the publl
system, particularly in porthern _and rural On arlo they sa )

The’ teachers” federation _is alsg C|rculat|n% Retltlon demandi
the*Legislature*debate the issue of public fipanci g Tor Catho I|c

*nggog%*before the Catholic*school*boards begin 1mp
The Government must allou a*legislative*committee to hold public

30



INFGL/TNFO5 JUNE 2ft¥ 1985 1*17 PAGE 31

hearings on the_issue "to allou the people to be heard,” Malcolm Buchanan#
Tederation _ reS|denU# sald yesterday |n an interview.

There an derstoo conventlon in democrat ﬁ societies ghlch
respect the rule aw that# before Fundamenta anges 1n public policy
are m Iemented such matters should be debated in the*Legislative*
Assembly: etltlon says.

Some oards o e ucatio have alread¥ |dent|f|ed entire hlgh*schools*
that WI|| be closed and transferred he Cat lic system# poOssib
earl¥ September. Meanwhile# Catholic*school™* boards are already hlrlng

staft to run_the new high*school*programs.

Premier William DaV|s shocked the “province seven months ago b¥
reversing more_ than 100 years of Ontarlo hlsto and announC|n% hat the
Government_would finance a Roman_Catho %h sch oo I*system ince
Confederation_in 1867# the Ontario Governmen gree finance a

*denomlnatlonal*s¥stem only _at the elementar school Ievel- )

The Government has agﬁ0|nte a provincial commission to implement plans
for extension of olic system. Government funds will be available
Tor _ C thol c*schools*thls Septe ber# but the Government has not passed any

*le %on*to ermlf the ch anges og Brepare a % work |n% documents on the
act he new |cy or thé _method for mmplementin

Mr. Buchanan sal he advertisement and petition campalgn intended
to brlng the teachers concerns to the public’s attention. The teachers
want to raise _public interest iIn the jiIssues# he said.-

The advertisement begins b¥ acknowledglng that 1t 1is dlfflcult to
debate Mr. Davis® decision without belng accused of gre+u ice.

Neyerghedess# %he Tederation presses 02 Taxpayer Ontarlo will be
compelle 0_pa or an expensive ication o servuces and pro
Whl e stud entg y ? glons Wi fp be adversely affected by gan%e?latlon

?ro rams# th e ederatlon maintains.

federation_is seeking reader sugport for a new structure to
administer education in Ontario: an um organlzatlon that would be
responsible for the operation of public# _Catholic and fzancophone*schools.*
ADDED SEARCH TERMS: ntario education finance teachers separate*schools*
Roman Catholic Church )
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BYLINE: ROBERT MATAS

CLASS: *News*
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*x Hearlngs on new flnanC|Qg *x
Abandon sepiority#
** non-RC teachers told **

; B¥ ROBERT MATAS .
Experienced teachers who are rgnsferred into Ontario”s Romﬁn Catholi
*school*system as a result of financing for separate |gh schools*
should _be PreBared to abandon aI senjori X and %cce a Jjob on! a
pro ationa asis# a provincial commissio een_ told |

doptlng a hard line on involvement of non Cathollcs in their*school*
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system, Catholic educatoxs and administxators also insisted yesterday_that
Catholic*school*boards must retain the power to _set standardsS concerning
the lifestyle and religious commitment of non- Catholic teachers, they

ire.
The Catholic*school*is a community of faith and common_bond supported
y a teaching stafft committed to the phllQSO%h¥ of _Catholic _education,
Anthony Truscello, president of the Onhtario Catholic Supervisory Officers*
Associration, told the commission. ] _ )
Spokesmen from_ the association, the Catholic High*School*Commissi
the Ontario Catholic Secondary*School*Principals ASsociation alsg In
that non-Catholic, students whdo attend a gfbl!cly financed Roman Cath
high*school*nmust _be_prepared to attend religious classes and partici
in"almost all religious observances. ) .
Durlng the second day of public hearings, members of the provincial
commission on implementation_of the new Government policy also_heard from
teachers, trustees and administrators In the non-denominational*school™*
system who demanded that universal access and a full range of programs be

taranteed In _both systems. _ .
d Spokesmen for theyOntarlo Public*School*Trustees Association and the

Association of Large*School*Boards of OntariQ also pushed for a total or
partial _delay of implementation of_the neu flnanC|n% arrangements _In order
to provide more tpme for transferring of staff and buirldings and for
development of*school*programs.

Premier William Davis announced last June that Government funds would
be provided for Catholic high*schools*on the same basis_as_the public

*school*system, beginning next September with Grade 11. Public financing of
Catholic” high*schools*currently ends at Grade -

Public héarings are continuing until the end of February. The
commission IS ex ected_t? submit” recommendations on implenentation of the
policy as soon possible. . _ )

. Mr. Truscello noted that Mr. Davis had said the Catholic boards must
hire non-Catholic teachers "and once hired, must be allowed to earn
tenure,” He i1nterpreted these comments to mean that the teachers would not
come with any senioQrity. _ . _ )

Mr. Truscello also maintained that_a board would be unfair to its_own
teachers 1f, for instance, the seniority of a non-Catholic teacher with
nine ¥ears of experience was recognized: The non-Catholic teacher could
then ake greﬁedencg over a Catholic teacher who had served the board for
eight years, _he_said.

Th?_angC|at|on Sgggegted that teachers who a[e gcceptable o the N
ggﬁq%r?%y oards and 1de to transfter voluntarily be permitted to retain

The Catholic High*School*Coramission, established by Emmett Cardinal
Carter to deal with_Catholic*schools*in his archdioceSe, suggested_ a
procedure for transferring teachers who become redundant as™a result of a
shitt of Catholic stu?ents away from the non-denominational _systen. )

First, Roman Catholic teachers who actively Bar1|C| ate iIn” their faith
should be reguested to transfer on a voluntary basis. Second, non-Catholi
teachers whose Phllosophﬁ of educatign 1s compatible with the board®s
philosophy should be requested to voluntari transfter. _ _

Rev. Leonard O-°Malley, chairman of the Catholic icommission, also
proposed that*legislation*be introduced to prohibit Catholic students
currently iIn_the gubllc system_from_transferrlng into the Catholic_ system
In the next two ars. The*legislatjon*would eaSe fears In the publi
system about a mass exodus of Catholic students, he said.

C
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** Postpone **
** financing **
— ** for RCSS —
** teachers_**
} By . ROBERT NATAS
Ontario"s secondary-school-teachers have demanded a delay of at least one
year In Government” plans to finance Catholic high-schools._*_ ]
_ In an attack against Premier William Davis®s . scheme to finance Catholic
high*schools*on the same basis_as non-denominational-schools»-the 35,000-
member Ontario Secondary-School-Teachers FEederation has maintained that
the Government 1s viglating "the spirit of the rule of law” by allowing
-schoaol-boar % go be%é? Elann|ngenou for the 5

Q.

hanges.
"Before ndamen rinciples are altere _t%e proposed changes must

be considered fully by the elected_representatives of the people’ in the
—Leglslature, -the Tederation _saild in_a submission yesterday to the ]
R[ Klnchallcomm|33|on on mmplementation of public Tinancing for Catholic
1gh-schools_ * _ . ) ) _

gTo proceed without Waltln? until the:Leglslature—can deal with the
changes "would deny the people of_Ontario due process in the conduct of
their affairs,”_ the federation said. N

IT the Ontario Government does not agree _to_the delay by_Christmas, the
federation will become i1nvolved In the provincial Conservative party
!e%dershlp race, Tederation president Nalcolm Buchanan adde™ later 1n an
interview. ] ] _

The Tour leadership contenders will be pressed to suPport "ironclad
Ieglslatlve— uarantees' _that public-school-teachers will not be adversely
affected by the new policy, he said. o i

The federation, backed b¥ a_special $1-million fund, will also launch
an information campaign to tell parents about the_dangers_ to students and
eg%C%Flonal programs that will result in the public-sChool-system, he
added .. ] ] ]

Nr. Davis has announced _that the Government will provide funds for
Catholic hi h—schools,—beglnnlng next September with Grade 11. Government
ard _now stops_at the end of Grade 10. o

Ontario®s Roman Catholic-school-boards are beglnnlng to draw up glans
for extension_ of theirr-school-systerns. The commiSsion 1s holding public
hearings until the end of Eebruarx and 1S expected to submit some
recommendations in the spring on how to mmplement the scheme.

Willram Newnham, commission chairman, sald yesterday he personally
would not favor a.delay. "It would create chaosS. You"d have 38 per cent of
the province®s population up In arms,”™ _he_said. )

] Nevertheless, the eight-member commission will consider the
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federation®s request to recommend a delay» he added.

he federation be%an its gresentatlon to the commission on_a
belligerent_note. Since the Tounding of the. ed%ratlon in 19%9» M.
Buchanan said» teachers have opposed extending Tinancing to*denominational™*
or private*schools_*"And that remains our position tgdgg» he added. _
r. Buchanan said defllnln enrolment and Mr. Davis® %Ian for _Catholi
*schools*could mean the loss of as many as 11»700 jobs in the public*school*

system.
y The federation estimated that 132»000 students and 100 secondary
*schools*could be transferred to the separate*school*system b¥ 990. "'The
Pre%ler's edict will savage Ontario"s excellent public*school*system»™ he
said.
He also uarned that the_federation believes that*constitutional*
rotections for the Catholic system do not a pl¥ to_the_high*schools._*The
otections enable _Catholic elémentary*schools*to discriminate on the
s+s o¥ 5ell 1on In theirr har%p . I*to the* fs*t ¢
e federation 1Is prepared._to*appeal™to e*courts rotec n
teacner uho %aces dis ruBunat!on tﬁgse grounds» _Mr. Bucﬂaﬁan adgegly

8d Albert» a fTede atlog vice-presidént» outlined several problems &hat
could be created In the public*school*system and» _In response» proposed a
unitied*school*system responsible for both Catholic and public*schools._*

Commissioner Edmund Nelligan» a former director of education for the
Metro Separate*School*Board 1n Metro [Joronto» challenged Mr. Buchanan to
clarify the federation®s ntentions. "'1'm puzzled 1f you are out to
scuttle the Government policy or_out_to help 1t»" he Sard.

Mr. Buchanan said the federation is prepared to uork with the
commission on provincial guidelines to ensure that teachers» students and
programs are adequately protected. _ _

ADDED SEARCH TERMS: Ontario_government grants education finance teachers
separate*schools*Roman Catholic Church
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** Quebec*school*fight goes to*court***

MONTREAL (CP) - The Quebec Association Of Protestant*School*Boards and
four member boards have gone to*court*to challenge the Parti Quebecois
Gover meng's rlght to replace Catholic and Protestant*school*boards with
French and EnglIsh ones. . )

The application filed i1n Quebec Superior*Court*yesterday contends that
the Government does not have the*constitutional*poler to confiscate the

*schools*and _other assets of the existing Protestant boards for the use of

a non-denominational*school*system. _ ] _
...Association p[?SIdent Johnp_Simms called the*court*action against_Bill 3

the opening vo _ex iIn the fTight to preserve the Protestant community®*
b% insisting on rights guarantéed under the 1867 British North America

Education Minister Yves Berube has said he is determined to see Bill 3
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become lau before Christmas. )
Mr. Simms said the boards uill seek an*in Ju
the Government goes ahead uith plans to pass™ 1t
*court*hands down a decision. _
"Me told the Government (in 1982) that» unless it referred_ the
*constitutionality*of _its proposal to” the Quebec*Court*of*Appeal»*we would
go to*court» "*Mr. ?lmm said.  ""Me meant What we said.

The new bill wou classifty*schools*as Engli or French rather than
Protestant or _Catholic and would gonvert 250 denomlnatlonal*boards into
about 150 regional _boards overseeln% el ementaEy secondary*schools.*

The only €xceptigons would be Cat O|IC and rotestant boards i1n Montreal
and_ OQuebec” City» which are protected ¥ Act» but_ therr boundaries
would shrink to what they were at the time of Confederatuon» 117 years
ago.

g An earlier draft of_the*legislation*was scrapped last spring in face of
almost_uniyversal oppositjon. n
ADDED SEARCH TERMS: " Quebec bilingualism education policy
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** Acceptance of non-Catholics, raises fears **
** Strings tied o*school flnanC|n% maklng some RCs uneasy **

Ontarlo ?man Cathollcs WO%Y ave referre to win publi flnanC|n for
therr*school*system withqut bein to allow non-Catholic teachers
and students |nto Catholi1c*schoo s- }
Hhile Catholic communlty Ieaders are_doing their best to™make
Government conditions for ic flnanC|n more palatable to Parents who
want an exclusively C athollc*schoo *enV|r nment _Tfor their children» some
parents are having trouble accepting those conditiaons.
Gre% Teskey believes his children are*constltutlonally*entltled to a
Roman athollc education_in_a publicly financed Ontario*school.
?ra uate_of Ontario"s Roman Catholic*school*system who now has five
*sc ool-age*children, Mr. Teskey believes the Catholic community has the
right to.a Catholic’ education as part_of the Confederation dea
Ontario Premier Hilliam Davis promised 1n June to prOV|de public
financing for Cath?||c hi hAschooIs»Abeglnnlng next S Qt %
Ontarlo®s Cath C_bIS ops»  parish 1ests» several*sc ool*trustees»
admpnistrators and prlnC|paIs have ur%ed parents to rally around Mr.
Davis» claimin ¥ have found ways To co?e with conditions requiring the
hiring of non- atho ic teachers and possibly admitting non- Catholic

students.
Nevertheless» man arents are not easil rsuaded. As children and as
adults» their ves hap een trl%at ? %vg ved thh the*schools.*They
have made sacrl ices_for the sa e of Catha Sduca ion.
ucation up to Grade 10 and

They already receive Government funds for e
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ggﬁenoFa ggpared to compromise on their way of life to pay for only three
st g@%tgarents uant Catholic*schools*with Catholic teachers and Catholic

u .

The Government should provide money and curriculum guidelines, but
should not_dictate uho_lsphlred or uh%t happens 1n thegschools>»several
parents_said 1In Interviews. o

Mr. Teskey said many parents are_honestly and legitimately concerned.
"Yes, _ 1 am thankful ffor the fTipancing promise), but I would” like my
questlon? answered. I'm not Iooklng or confrontation."

_Carmel Gafftiero, with three children i1n_the Catholic*school*system,
said he 1s reluctant to _place his trust solely on a political statement
made by Mr. Davis, who firmly rejected public” financing for Catholic

»school's*13 ¥ears earlier and who™ announced his retirement a feu months
aftter his statement on Catholic _education.. ) ] L

“"AlIl we have 1Is a statement in the*Le |slature.»Someth|n% IS missing,
don"t gou think?” he said after _parents_ Trom the St._ Clair Avenue West
area met recently with a Catholic*school*board official.

_""We don"t know what this means for_our*schools.»But 1°d sooner an the
tuition fee, no matter what the sacrifice, than see the disintegration of
the Catholic*school*system," he said. )

Catholic parents are not *fst concern?d about education, he addﬁd- They
are Tighting to protect a philosophy of life. "If 1 chn manage to keep my
kids away from drugs, sex and those” things, then 1711 sacrifice whatever” 1|
C?%tez%iﬁﬁf"the Catholic*schools*offer my children just a bit more
P ?ome teachers i1n the gathollc*school*s¥?tem share parents® concerns and
g% Oofgs*atmosphere would be changed by allowing non- Catholics i1nto the

» -
1t would seem like a d?uble standard. Sendin hildren from a Ca%hollc
family to_a Catholic*school*and having a non-Catholic at the front_of_the
class” would defeat the whole purpose,™ said a teacher from Regina Pacis
Secondary*School*in Downsview. } ]
. _But other_ teachers, like the Catholic leaders, feel the non-Catholic
influence will be minimal and worth accepting In exchange fbr more money
and better resources. ) )

Nike Simone, who teaches English and geograph¥ at St. Basil-The- Great
Secondary*School*in _northwest Toronto, said non-Catholic teachers would
make a difference 1f more than one or two non-Catholics were employed In a

»school .»The_ program and style of teaching could change, he said.
Nevertheless, _public fihancing iIs necéssary. The*schools*do not have
roperfschool*buu_dln%s or classroom_material” to ensure top quality
ducation_for an increasing number of children, Mr. Simone sajld. _
_ Patricia Burgess, whq teaches at St. Joseph®™s College and has a child
én Gr?de 13 %E a Catholic*school ,»saild she IS not concérned about non-
atholic teachers. i _

Non-Catholic teachers who apﬁly to teach iIn the Catholic system
understand what the Catholic*schools*are tr |n8_to do, she said. A non-
8ﬁ¥q%gg%hteacher would enter with an understanding of Catholic education

Frank Musso, Pr!nC|pal of St. Augustlne_of Canterbury Roman Catholic
elementary*school*i1n_Downsview, saild the biggest challenge for the
Catholic Tommunity T non-Catholic teachers and studentS come into_the
hlgh*scho?fs,»ma% be to egucate the parents and show that the Catholic
system wi not be watered down.
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The _danger posed by opening the doors to all is minimized by many
Catholic leaders» who” assume a very limited interpretation of the
Government-i1mposed conditions. ] B N

The*schools*uLll be required to hire teachers from _outside the Catholic
community onl¥_|f it can be_shown that teachers Jlost jobs because of the
Government policy on Catholic education» the¥_sa|d IN” recent interviews.

The _requirement does not apply to a specific teacher uho lost a job. If
a public board lays off some teachers» the Catholic board may be reguired
to hire a comparable number of teachers. But the board may chose to hire
Cathol1 t?a erg first» they arﬂue- ]

Frank Clifford» director of the Uaterloo County Roman Catholic_ Separate

*SchooI*Bo%rd, sought to ageease arents® concerns” about non-Catholc
students by su%ge ting th universal access means access to*school*
0

rograms» no a particular*school .* _ _ _
P 95e Uaterfoo Cat O[IC board has bouyght services from the nelghborln%_
public board» such as program for hard=-of-hearing students. _Non-= Catholic
students could_make comparable_arrangements to participate iIn a specific
Catholic*school*program» he said. B} i

Educatjon MAnlste B?tte S&ephgnson has suggested in_an informal
conversation that*school*boards adopt a code expectation» Mr. _Musso
said. She_ told him the Government-appointed commission dealing with the
neu Catholic education policy may establish guidelines setting out the
nature of Catholic*schools. B ] N

Non-Catholic teachers and pupils entering Catholic*schools*would know
what to expect. B ] B )

John_Fauteux» president of the Ontario English_Catholic Teachers B
Federation» h%s su%gesged that 8ressure to lay off teachers 1n the public
system could be deTused 1f Catholic teachers In the non-denominationa
hlgh*school*s¥$tem_SW|tch to the Catholjic system. ) _

Many Catholic high*school*teachers chose” the public system_ for job
security» Mr. Fauteux said. They felt the Catholic high*school*system was
“"purlt ‘on eﬂg shells™ and would” not survive for 20 more years. _

ADDED SEARCH™TERMS: Roman Catholic Church Ontario education finance
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** ACROSS CANADA **
** Protestants **
*x challeng!n? **

iy >

***school™
MONTREAL _ (CP) - Quebec®s Protestant*schools*are preparing a . ) )
*constitutional*challenge to the province®s new*school*reorganization bill
arguing that sections 0Of the proposed*legislation*are outside the_Power of
thé Quebec Government. The application 1n Quebec Superior*Court*will _as
for a_declaratory judgment from the*court*on the*constitutionality*of
certain clauses In Bill 3, the proposed*legislation*under which*schools*
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would be classified_as English or French rather than Protestant or
Catholic. The new bill would convert_the present 250*denominational*boards
ég o0 bout 150 regional boards administering elementary and secondary

»

ADDED SEARCH TERMS: Suebec bilingualism education law English language
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C
D
** Former*legislator*says **
** RC shoolS TiIn anC|n *x
** angers _many trustees **
BY ROBER MATAS _
NS, Ont. - Many publtic*school*trustees are angry and disenchanted
Ontario Government®s plan_to extend public fihancing to Catholic
ools,»the chairman of the Timmins_Board of Educatign’ says.
am Ferrier, _a former New Democratic Party member of_the” provincial
ure,»saird discontent amPng the trustees could make Implementation
inancing scheme difficu
*school*trustees are expected to be involved in discussions on how
hool*boards WlIIMfut the provincial _program into place.
s
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(the trustee are going to go into__this, _they are going
and screamln% r. Ferrler sal in an interview.
Premier Ilam vViS r verse ersonal position and the
Government®s licy on pub flnanC|n five months ago. The Catholic high
*schoals*will e in receuvun funds next September on the same basis as the
non- denomlnatlo al*school*system.
Ferrier said many trustees and others in the education system are
stlll unhappy about the” Premier~™s_abrupt and unexpected reversa
The Government wants the Catholic and public boards to work together on
plans_for re-aligning the two*school»sYStems The hoards are expeCted to
negotiate transfter of staff and possub y*school*burldings
'I _don"t think we should kid ourselvés _into thinking that_the public
*school*sugporters are _all cheery about_this,” Mr_ Ferrier said,

He said creation of a public” Catholic high*school*system will require
;?aagoge%?F;atlons and tne*school*trustees "must work to create a climate
We must try to keep the an er_from co
_ Trustees arg ecomlﬁg ﬂtnln% 8 ?
finapcing of Cath ollc*schoo s errier sal

> =h >(-('DCD

=~
0

bFIC opposition to public

The unanimgus al Barty support in the*Legislature*has denied ogponents
%?ug%éggt ﬁg ggs n’s Park, so they are venting therr frustration a
The electqrate’ Would robably turn down public_financing of Catholic
»schools *as_i1t did In | |t became an election |ssue he_ added.
ﬁerrl? 51, serve? grQV|nC|al MP from 1967 to 1977. He ran
unsuccessfu y’ for’ federa offlc in 1980 and now works §n Timmins as the
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minister of Nountjoy United Church. _ .

Interviewed 1n his cluttered office above the church®s_chapel» he
ecalled th% 1971 rOV|nC|aé election Camp%lgn when the Liberals, and NDP
ost votes bp advocating public_financin or Catholic*schools.

The thrust _of_the Tor% Camgalgg was that Ontario could not afford tw?
systems. Mr_ _Davis also maintain that one universal system» open to all»
created a climate of good will and understanding» Nr. Ferrier said. _

"IT the voters weré asked to express_their opinions now» 1 am convinced
that there would be_the same reaction. There would not be such a strong
endorsement»' he fald- ] o

ot of peaople voted for the Conservatives on that basis in 1971 and
that conptributed to giving _him (Nr. Davis) that bl% majority. 1 don°t
%nlnk"there has been~a shift i1n “the population of the province since
en.
. Nr. Ferrier» who represented the predominantly Catholic town_of Timmins
in the*Legislature»*saild he supports the. CatholiT community®s historic
claim to public funds for their*schools.*_ i

The United Church maintains that religion should be taught in the_home
and 1in the Church. "We do not want_to impose our i1nterpretation of life on
our country. Ue see our children mixing with other children of different
faith and ack%round» he said. _ ]

But the Catholic community was guaranteed public funds at Confederation
and _the commitment should be” honored» he said. i
ADDED_ SEARCH TERNS: _Ontﬁrlo government grants education*school*separate

*schools*Roraan Catholic Church
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** Catholics weigh **
** price of_victory **
** _on*school*funds™ **
n By . ROBERT NATAS .
3?% OTfought for generations without a thought for the morning after a
Ontg}lo's Roman_Catholjcs have pleaded with _a suecession of provincial
ov?[nments» petitioned the*courts*and prayed for almost 100 years for
ublic flnaDC|n%_of_a Catholic hlﬁh*school system. ] )

_ Yet Premier William Davis caught the Cathollc_communlt% unprepared with
le surprise ﬁnpouncement in June that the Ontario Government would begin

1nanci ?_Cat olic high*schools*In September» 1985.

_ Catholic leaders who had been_on the front lines for years welcomed the
historic change 1n Government olgc¥ with unrestrained excitement. But as,
Catholic parents» teachers» administrators and*school*trustees begin to
calculate the price of victory» manx are wondering what they have won.

_Public financing of Catholic high*schools*will mean much”more than a
shift In the student population ana a marginal i1ncrease 1n Government
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agP0|nted_comm|SS|on instructed to implement the neu policies decided to

hold hearlng?? robably ,n Novegber- ) .

The open hearings uill provide an opportunity for citizens and members
of the education_community to express_any views and concerns they might
have _about the plan» commission officials said. } o
_ __Willram T. Neunham» the 6]1- year-old commission chalrman» said iIn an
interview before the commission®s five-hour meeting» that the commission
expects to rely on the policy®s most vocal critics to discover how to
implement the controversial new education policies. i

The commission®s role 1s mainly to encourage the boards of education
and directors from the Catholic and non-denominational*schools*to work
together» Nr_ _Newnham said. _ . _

'l _don®t like the thought of an autocratic commission», divorced from

—";gggélty- We have to have Tocal agreements to work out the® problems»™ he

The commission_began i1ts discussions workln% only with a_geperal
statement Mr. Davis made three months ago and ho further guidelines.

r. Newnham sapd_he has nQt seen any Government reports on the impact.
of the controversial change 1n Government policy» the cost of the historic
move, or guidelines for 1mplementation. i _ _

We" 1T _take the (Premier"s) statement in the*Legislature*and apwl It
IT_we do 1t well» 1 "hope the ‘concerns expressed about.it will go away»
said Mr. Newnham» who also begins this_month as executive director of the
UnlverS|t¥ of Toronto"s*School*ofT Contlnugn% Studies. .

e Ontario Government aﬁp0|nted the eirght-member Commission for

Planning and Implementing Change in the Governance and Administration of

Secondary Education in Ontario.seven weeks after Mr. _Davis K announced  that
the province would provide full fTinancing for Catholic high*schools,*
effective September» 1985. )

The commission iIncludes four members representln%_teaghers»»school*
trustees and directors of education in the non-denominatigonal*school*
system and three members with a background 1n administration and politics
Ih the separate*school*systera. ] o )

Mr_ Newnham was a North York high*school*principal in th™ npon-

*denominational*system before working for 17 1/2 years as president of

Seneca College m_Millowdale. ) i}
h Th% flrstdme%tlng Wa%hplanne%_asla gegiacqualnt?d session. Aftertlunch»
he egan entiftyin e practjca roblems 1nvolve n Governmen
|ngn0|gg o# Cathg¥|cgh|ghfgchoo s*ang setting _a schegufe or tnelr work.

The Government now provides fTull financing  for the eleraentary*school*
grades and _more than 80 per_cent of the cost for grades 9 and . il

But.no Government financing iIs provided for grades 11» 12 and 13 in the
religrous*schools.* . .

Several gubllc boards of education» teacher groups and directors of
S%H%%FIOH have already voiced thelr concerns about the new education

] Thg'Ontarlo Secondary*School*Teachers Federation» with a special $1-
million_fund» wants assurances that Catholic*school*boards will not
discrinminate against hiring non-_Cathaolic teachers. i

The*school*Trustees”™ asSociations _fear the Government will cut_funds
for the public*school*system to provide more money for the Catholic
~Nschools.*They want a guarantee of adequate Government financing for both
*school*systems. ) )

The directors of_education want guaranteed universal access to any
*school*that 1s publicly supported. Catholic*schools*should be required to
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provide the full range of programs and, like non-denominational*schools,*
ghggégopgthbe aééoue to turn away students they do not want, the
i V id,

Some Cat o?lc*schools*off|0|als have also expressed_fears _ about I03|n%
%?ggﬂ%knover the catholicity of their system by accepting full Governmen

Nr. Néhnham said the commission uants to encouraqg local boards, with
therr expertise, to discuss areas of concern among themselves. Agreements
reached between_ local boards will then be recommended to the Govérnment
for |mplementat|on,_h? S?Id- . } }

The commission will also work on recommendations dealing with changes
68 EGS?[% islative*framework for education and changes to*School*

u 1eS.

But the commission will likely not_touch proposals to change the tax
bases _ for _the*school*system or to amalgamate the Catholic and non-

*denominational*boards 1n the_same geographic areas.

_Although the compission will have To sort out problems related_to
universal "accessibility, 1t 1S tgo earlN to give any Indication of the
commission®s 1pnvolvement 1n Jhe i1ssue. Nr. Néunham saAd-

The commission IS expected to submit a report to the Government by
1987, two years after implementation is_to_begin. ) )

Nr. Newnham _sald he expects the_commission will submit recommendations
on aspects of implepentation individually, whenever a proposal 1s
formulated. He predicted that the commission will continue beyond 1987,
2uud|n% the policy for at least four years. ] }

DDED EAR%H TERNS: Ontario goyernment grants education finance Roman
Catholic Churc separate*schools*
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*x Comm|33|8n mee |ng *x
** about al roblems **
** for RC _high*schogls***

) i B ROBERT MATAS o i
Working only with a general statement Premier William Davis m
months™ ago, " a provincial commission holds_its first meeting_b
doors this afternoon to discuss the practical problems involved
government financing of Catholic hlg *schools.? ] o
_ William T. Newnham, the 6l1-year old commission chairman, said iIn an
interview before the meeting hé has _not seen an¥ government reports on the
|mgact_of the controversial change In government policy, the cost of the
historic _move or guidelines fTor Tmpleméntation. ) j

“We’ll take theé statement 1n th *Leglslature*?nd apply 1t. If we do it
well, 1 oRe t?e concerns exgresse about 1t wil 90 away," said Mr.
Newnham, who also begins thiS month as executive dfrector’ of the

hree

ade t
ehlqﬂ closed



INFGLZINFO5 JUNE 28» 1985 1:17 PAGE 48

University of Toronto®s*School*of Continuing Studies. .
The Ontariq G?vernment aRg0|nted the eilght-member 80m@l33lon
Plannln% and Implementing Change 1n the Governance and Administrat
Secondary Education 1n Ontarig” seven_weeks after Mr_ Davis ann C
the provincial Government would §FOVIde full financing for Catholi

»schools,*effectlve_Se?tgmber 1935. i

The commission includes four members representing_teachers,»schoo
trustees and directors of educatipon in the non-denominatignal*school
system and three members with a background 1n administration and pol
ih the separate*school*system. B} o n

Mr. Newnham was a North York high*school*principal in the non-

*denominational*system before working for 17 1/2 years as president of
Sene?a Collegg ih Millowdale. i . )

Although the commission i1s_confronted with _some immediate_problems,
such as a freeze on construction of new*schools,»the commissioners are not
expected _to reach_any major decisions today. ) )

The Tirst meeting has been planned as a get-acquainted session. The
commissioners will Socralize during a light™ lunch served at the
commission®s _office In a government building. After lunch, the¥ are to _
dlsiyss the issues they mist later resolve and set up a schedule for their
work . ] i )

The Government now BFOVIdeS full financing for the elementary*school*
grades and more than 80 per cent of the cost for grad&s 9 and 10. But no
government financing_ Is provided_ for grades 11, and 13 1n the religious

»Schools._»Several public boards of eduCation, teacher %roups and _directors
of _education have raised numerous concerns about the new education ﬁollcy-
ADDED - SEARCH TERMS:  Ontario, government grants education finance Roman
Catholic Church separate »schools*
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struction vowed **
s "who want 1t* **

ENS and ROBERT MATAS _ } } }
ave the right to receive iInstruction i
1on Act to be i1ntroduced today, Ontari

By ROBERT g
Every Franco-Ontarian child wi
French under changes to the _Ed
1 Thomas _Wells says.

|
u
Intergovernmental “Affairs Minis _
Th? Erogose *Ie%%sl tion*follows a rulln% bX the Ontario*Court*of
*Appeal*that _parts the province®s Education Act are unconstitutional.

A special five-member panel of j

S of £ud es ruled that the Educatigon Act
conflicts with the Charter of ngh s and Freedoms _by requiring 25 children
for a_French-language elementary

: school*and 20 children for a secondary
»school .»The Education _Act also conftlicts with the charter by giving local
ggagg%_gr education discretionary power to provide minority=language

u ion. ) ) i ;

The charter guarantees access to education iIn the minority language

n
(0]
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where numbers are sufficient. Any arbitrary limitation applied across the
province without ang ﬂuallflcat|on or exemﬁtlon may be dafflcult to
Justify. _The number ay vary with geographic regions and type of

instruction to be ?FOVIded» the gudges sard. _ 3 )

Mr. Wells told reporters yesterday that French-language instruction in
the*schools*would _be made available to an Fren%h—spe%klng student '‘who
wants 1t.” He estimated that the change will affect about™ 1*000 students
|? the province* but i1t will not be passed 1In time for September®s
classes. _ . ] )

Education Minister Bette Stephenson will iIntroduce an amendment today
to_remove the current provision that guarantees _French-language education
only where_ numbers warrant. But the provision will not be debated 1n the
HouSe until the fall session* Mr. Wells said.

The Government had i1ntroduced similiar changes last De"cember* when
francophone grouRs first appealed_to the*courtS*to rule on francophone
rlghts for French-language education. But the Government then pulled back
and_did not give fiIn aﬁgroval 50 the*leglflatlon-* ) )

The amendment to roduced today wrll avoird the*constitutional*
roblems related to the provision of_minority-language education. However*
he*court*also said lipguistic minorities should De_guaranteed ) .

{ﬁpresentatlon on local "boards* and the Government 1S still wrestling with
IS_ISsue.

“The_lack of effective control of French-language education and -
facilities has led to the rapid assimilation_of francophones in Ontario»
the*court*said 1n arguing for greater participation by francophones in the
management of the educational System. _

r. _Wells said the Conservative Government is oggosed to the
establishment of separate French-language*school*boards because 'that
would be contrary to the trend towards consolidation. ]

Various options were being considered to give representatign to_FErench-
Iangua%e roups* and different arrangements may be hecessary for different
areas of the province* he said. i

Mr. Wells also_indicated that the Government would likely not*appeal*
the*court *s»decision. ) ] _

_Sgokesmen for the francophone education community welcomed the_ judgment
whil Sﬁokesmen from the separate*school*system expressed disappointment.

Guy Matte* president of the Franco-Ontarian_teachers association* said
the decision could lead to the establishment of several new Erench-
language high*schools,»especially 1n southern Ontarigo where francophones
Bav gre%se unsuccesstul Tor rench—langua e hlgh*sc ools.»Only six_

oards of education In_southern Ontario provide French-language education.

He also said the affirmation of francophone rights to French-language
education shows the value of the charter. ) ] )

The*court*now says French-language education is a right and the _
Government cannot seesaw* giving and then taking away* Mr. Matte said.

This 1s our right, no matter what the Government does.

Mr. _Matte alSo welcomed the judges_ruling that local _boards of
education should not have the discretion to decide on minority-language
education_rights. ) )

Leo LeTourneau, a spokesman for _francophone groups outside Quebec, said
the*court*has handed down a "ve&y |mRortant éudgmgnt that other
governments across the country will have to ConSider seriously.

The Audgment may cause other _provinces to reconsider how many
EE%QFOp onés are needed to require French-language classes or*schools,»he
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But Father Raymond Durocher» _spokesman_for the Ontario Separate»Schools»
Trustees Association» said the Jgd%ment did not_acknowledge the dual,
ggg%ct of the Catholic*schools. *re not completely happy with 1t»" he

Th?*court*ruled that_the Ontario Government could require the separate
*school*system to recognize minority_ language.

Nevertheless» the_Separate*schools*had worked out an arrangement before
the*court*judgment with the francgophone community to provide French-
Agngg? e education and a degree of francophone control over the program»

Paul Cavalluzo» lawyer for the Ontario Enﬂlish Catholic Teachers _
Association» said_he had arﬁgggsigat the Catholic*schools*had the right to

manage and control theilr*sc nd any interference through ]
F?Bﬁ%zgntatlon by francophones would interfere with those*denominational*

The association will consider launching ,an*appeal*to the Supreme*Court*
of Canada» he added. ) i )

Meanwhile» New Democratic Party MPP Michael Cassidy called on the
G?xsrnment to make Ontario officrally bilingual 1n view of the*court*
uling.

L%beral Leader David Peterson said_the Government should set up a
select committee of the House to, consider _the i1ssues and develop a _
consensus on the_amendments to the Education Act so the changes won"t be
rammed through without consultation. ] }
ADDED SEARCH ;ERMS' Ontario Education Act French language education policy
Canada Bill of Rights
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** Judgment answers questions on education **
) Yy DUNCAN McMONAGLE )
The Ontario*Court*of»Appeal™s*rulin ¥esterday that the Charter of Rights
and Freedoms demands a renovatjion o he province’s ?ducatlon system 1s
g?ge%t%g a study of two centuries of brtter polrtical and cultural
?hat study» and the asgertion that %he two-year-old charter's emphasjs
on guaranteed rights, has "changed_ the focus of*constitutional*law and_the
rolé of the»courts»"»push OntariQ"s top*court»away From the dry principles
of judicial i1nterpretation and right i1nto the_political _arena.
he Tive *udg?s encourage federal and provincial politicrians not to
leave educational disputes™ to»courts.» ) _
The 126—$a%e #udgment answers_ four questions that the Ontario
Government retTerred to the*court*last_August: )
_IDoes the requirement _in the Education Act that 25 French—speakln%
elementary students or 20_secondary students are needed before FrencCh-
language classes are provided violate the minority-language section of the
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cha\r{ter’?f f

es,  for four reasons.

First» it FOVI§ S ﬁrench classes t% a chh Hairower %Iass of- people
than the ?har er» which guarantees 1t ?r the children of anyone who' took
pﬁlwgry classes _in_French» whose first language 1s French or” has another
chi stu y|n% in French 1n Canada. - ] N

Secondly»-School-boards have too much discretion to provide French-

language 1nstruction. o

hirdly» the arbitrary limits of 20 and 25 students contravenes _the
charter Dbecause iInstruction must be provided "wherever i1n the province the
number of children of citizens who have ffCh a rlght 1Is sufficient.”

. Fourthly,*school*boards cover too sma an area. The charter's
géﬂggitgagﬁggugge provision "transcends the geographical boundaries of

__Is the Education Act Inconsistent with the charter because i1t _does not
allow francophones the right tqQ manage French-language resources?

Yes.  "TFundamental _fairness impels the conclusign That_those parents
whose children use m!norlty—lan%ua??_educ tional fTacilities should
part|C|Rate in mapagln% and controlling them. n

. Do the charter®s minority-language Quarantees apply equally to public
and separate-schools?* L i}

Yes. ''Sectjon 33 of the charter dfaws no dlS}lngtlon_between
denominational-and ngn-denominational systems of education. }

. Does the Ontario Government have the” authority to provide for election
of mingrity-language trustees with some exclusivé responsibilities to
Roman Catholic Separate-schoqgl-boards? . .

Yes. ™"The grogosals are within the—Leglslature s-undoubted regulatory
?ower to establish an_effective method of achieving proper minority-

an%HagQ anstr%ctlo? én this provmcc%.d ! ts _ —_

_ e judgment includes_a summary o evelopments i1n minority-language
|nstruc{|og In Ontario since 1763¥ P oo Y guag

. A royal proclamation In that year was an effort to_ assimilate_ French»
it says. The Quebec Act of 1774»° though» has been called "virtually the
Magna”Carta of French_Canadians™ and Set the principle_that French
Canadians could be British subjects without being English. r

Until the days of Egerton Ryerson» who was Superintendent of*Schools*
from 1844 to 1876» Uppér Canada generally "did not concern itself with the
education provided 1nh the*schools.”-Theré was no standard course_ of study

or, pojic bout language of struct . Grants were made to public
sch ols—gng teacherg Wgre pafg by puBQQC %una . ) ?
Mr._Rgerson rran eﬂ passa%e of a_regulat%on a||0ﬁln9 for "the
8§ﬁa3§5¥ use of French (or German) in any of the-schools-of Upper
Eetﬂeea 1880 and 1920» "'French-language instruction suffered severe
setbacks

. In 1913» Regulation 17 decreed ?n&lish_}o be the only language of
instruction_ after _Grade 2. It was law until 1944. ] _

e Royal Commission on Bilingualism_and Biculturalism in the late
1960s focused political debate on minority-language education.
_udngn%uéglga 1on of that debate was Section 23 Of the charter» the
ADDED SEARCM TERMS: ?anada Bill of Rights Ontario education policy
Education Act French language
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** Francophones to get control **_
** Education_act changes set after ruling **
B By ROBERT MATAS, ROBERT STEPHENS and JOHN CRUTCKSHANK
Ontario”“s*school*boards will be able to complx with Rroposed language-of-
education guarantees within two or three months of the proclamation™ of new

»legislation,»Education Minister Bette Stephenson, said tdday. )
r. _Stephenson told reﬁortersntgﬁﬁllf the*Legislature*passes laws this

fall giving every Franco-Ontari the right to receirye i1nstruction
iIn Frénch, the*s%hoo?s*wu P implenent t e*?eﬁl ation*in mid-schoo ear.
ntario_Government_was to 1ntroduce changes to the Education Act

The
today e9|m|nat|ng regulations that say French-lan
be made avairlable only where numbers Wwarranted. Dr. e
thought those changes” would affect only about 1,000 chi
province about $i-million. _ ] ) ) )

Dr. Steghenson also promised to_introduce»legislation»this fall to
ensure that Franco-Ontarians are given a measure of control over theilr
childrens™™schools.*Dr. Stephenson_ saird that will mean that Franco-
Ontarians will be guaranteed*school*board representation by 1985.

The*legislation*follows a ruling Eesterday by the Ontano*Court*of
*Appeal*that_parts of the province®sS Educatigh Act are unconstitutional.

A special five-member panel of judges ruled that the Education Act
onflicts with the Charter of Rights and Freedom%_?g requiring 25 children
or a _French-language elementary»school»and 20 children for a secondary

»school .*The Education_Act also conflicts with the charter by gIVIn local
bgard%_of education discretionary power to provide minority=-language
education.

The charter guarantees access to education_in the minority language
where numbers are sufficient. Any arbitrary limitation apglged across the
province without any qualification or exemption may be difficult to
Justify. _The numbers may var¥ with geographic regions and type of
instruction to be provided, @the judges_sald.

Ontario Intergovernmental Affairs Minister Thomas Wells told reporters
yesterday that French-language instruction iIn the*schools*would be made
avarlablé to any_French-speaking student "who wants i1t." The Government
had 1ntroduced similiar changes™ last December, when francophone grouRs
Tirst appealed to the*courts*to rule on francophone rights for French-
Iangfa% education. Bu‘ the Government then pulled back and did not give
fin pproval to the* eglslatlon.* _ _ ] )

The amendment to be i1ntroduced tgday will avoid the*constitutional*
roblems related to the provision of minority-language _education. However,
he*court*also and _the_Government i1s still wrestling with this iIssue.

"The_ lack of effective control of French-language education and }
facilities has led to the rapid assimilation_of francophones in Ontario,"
the*court*said in arguing fory greater participation by francophones in the
management ofethe educational: System. _

Mr. _Wells said the Conservative Government is opposed to the
establishment of separate French-language*school*boards because ''that

gua%e instruction would
te?henson sald she
dren and cost the
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uould be contrary to the trend towards consolldatlon

Varirous options were _berng considered %lve Rresentatlon to_Erench-
lang uage %ro ps» and dif ere t arrangements ay ecessary fTor different
areas province» he

Mr- Is also |nd|cated that the Government uould likely not*appeal*
the*court "s*decision.

okesmen for the francophone education community welcomed the_judgment

whi spokesmen from the separate*schogl*system expressed disappointment.

atte» president of the Franco-Ontarian_teachers assocliation» said
the deC|S|on could lead to the_establishment of several new French-
an%uage -schools»-especjally 1n southern Ontario

SIX oards of education In southern Ontario prOV|de French-
Ian%uage education.

Iso said the affirmation of francophone rights to French-language
education shows the value of the charter.

The*court*now says French- Iangua e education is a right and the _
Government cannot seesaw» giving and then taking away» Mr. Matte said.
"This 1s our right» no matter what the Government does.’

But Reverend Raymond Durocher» spokesman for the Ontarlo Se?arate

-Schools-Trustees ASsociation» said WJU dgment did not ack now edge  the
ﬂgagalgpect of the Catholic- schools e, e*ré not completely happy with i1t»"

The*court*ruled that_the Qntarlo overnment could require the separate
*school*system_ to recognize mlno % uages
Paul Cavalluzo» a er for t e ntar 0 %]lsh Catholic Teachers
Association» said_he rﬂ q 3 the Cat 1c*schools*had the rlght to
manage and control thelr schools* interfterence throu
rep sentatlon by francophones would |n erfere with those*denominational*
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Catholic teacher Susan Ferderger was teaching her Grade 7 students about
chr |st|an compassion when the Carleton Separate-School-Board decided, to
fire her_for marrying out of the

Mrs- Ferderber» who had been hlred three years earlier with a letter of
recommendation _from her parish priest» felt She was unfalrly treated. She
realizes she WI|| never e hired again by a Catholic board.

But she still e 1eves that the Ontario Government should not dictate
to the Roman Catholic-schools- Whlch teachers they can hire. the
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Catholic»schools*cannot have Catholic teachers, there iIs no need to have
sepazate*scho I* boacds, Mrs. Ferderber sald Kesterday in an interview

PremleF liam Davis announced earl |er t Wﬁe that atho ic*school™
boards will recelve Government |nanC|n? for_a h*school*grades.
Government apts are currently avairlablTe only up to Grade 10 in the
separate*sc o *systern. }

However, Parate*schoolsxmust under the new system, open their
doors to_non- Catho IC teachers for_ 1o years. i

Mrs.. Ferderber is one qf several teachers who have lost their jobs in
Cathol|c*schools*on*denom|natlonal* roun(?

The Supreme*Couzt*of Canada 1s exXpected to rule this year in the case
of a_Vancouver Catholic teacher whose contract was not rénewed because she
married_a divorced Methodist. The case 1s expected to affect the hiring
and firing practices of Catholic boards throughout Canada.

Mrs. _Ferderber said she thou ht of herself as a ract|C|ng Catholic.

Her Tiring two years ago was, she said, "a matter o Bo 1tics.” She taught
six different subjects to_her Grade 7 class at Frank Ryan senior
elementarg ffhool ,»>includin |%lon
Ironi a was _one o the eachers who said the curriculum did not
have enou% octrine.
rbe

Mrs. rder was married to a non- -Cathalic b a Presbyterian minister
at her home. When she_told the*school* 8r|n0| al, saild_she should either
ggsmagry InN a church in a ceremony conducted by 'a Catho ic priest or

i

erberder refused, _feeling she was "married in the eyes of God.’
ADDED SEARCH TERMS: ~_ Ontario %overnment grants education teachers separate
*schools*Roman Catholic Churc
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** Teachers coTslder Fx
*:*charﬁgrfc a
Ontario"s _hi *sch JOﬂgeggHéggsgAanang %9@ SB%E%TE”RIDDE onsider a
»const=tutiong?*c a??enge 1o Prem?gr Wi ??langav?s g gec?s?on to grant
Roman Catholic*schools*public status and ful financing.
"The Premier i1s not aIIOW|ng any public ?ut on_this matter -_he has
entirely bypassed the democratic process,™ colm Buchanan, president of
the Ontarig Secondary*School*Teachers Federatlon said yesterday.

"He"s already decided what®s going to happen. It"s despicable.
Mr . Bughanan said that about 100 members' of the federation®s provincial
c?unC|I W|plogeﬁégesog gnthe weekend whether to 1nitiate*court*action to
He sald that the Roman Catholic*schoql*system®s practice of giving
Catholic teachers preferential treatmenti would probably run afoul of the
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Charter of Rights and Freedoms once the*denomlnat|onal*schools*rece|ve

1 g lic status anﬂ finapcjal Rﬁ

Some members of e_Catholic community have already begun_to_express
the vVieu that they don t Uant a Iot of noh-Cathollc teachers in thelr

*sch%PIs*because that mould change the nature of those Institutions»” he
sal

"My vieu is that iIf they have public support then there should be no
restrictions.”

But Mr. Buchanan"s says his foremost concern is that the neu direction
uas _taken _without consultatigon with the teachers or the public.

Education Minister Bette Stephenson said she has known for some time
that_the neu policy uas_about to be announced.

““There has been” continuous study of the i1ssue since_l became minister
In 19/8» and discussion» sometimes desultory and sometimes i1ntensive»
during that period,™ _Dr. Stephenson said. "It’s pever been shelved.’

Dr. _Stephenson Said concern_on the part of*school*trustees about the
financial |mpact on the ubllc*school* stem IS unfoun ed. The necessary

90-million Year will Rart Yy redistrib utln% current education
ynds and part |ncreaS|ng the share of Government Tunds for
education, she sai

Eut sogport for the public*school*system uill not decline, she
emphasized.

pDr. Stephenson _also said she_expected public hearlngs uill _be held on
the feasibility of Government aid to private*schools*and possibly also on
the fipancing Of elementary and secondary education.

In his anouncement, Mr.~ Davis _saild three compmissions uould be_set up;
one to |mplement the proposed reforms, one to look_at the fipancing of
elementar an secondary. education and one to inquire into the rolé and
statHs of _independent*schools*in the province.

Dr. Stephepnson kneu about Mr. Davis®s plans, her office had_ no
|nformat|on about uhen the various commissions unll start or who uill be
appounted to them.

c Donaldson, Dr. Stephen?on s special assistant, uas not_able to
specu ate on the balance that be struck between the’ variogus interests
on the commissions and he did not knou whether the publlc would be asked
to submit briefs.
futural. mﬁgtersdregardlng the commissions uill be resolved iIn the near

] NeltheE the*leglsl tlon*nor the bu5|neis and flnaﬂce branch_of the
mlnlstry nou uhat role, _1f any, play on the commissions and

e% no advance warnln of he changes. .

|II|am Mitchell, director of the*leglslatlon*branch said he didn"t
knou about the neu policy but he doesn”t._ think that®s unusual.

"Premger"s announcements aren®t usually uell knoun In advance, they"re
usually kept hush-hush,™ _he said.

RosS Couan, an education finance officer _in the business and finance
branch sald that to_his knowledge, no one in the department uas told
about reforms before the ann uncement-

ADDER SEARCH TERMS: statements ntaﬁ ? overnment grants education policy
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** Added sepazate*school*ajd **
** upsets non-Catholic teachezs **
n By JOAN BRECKENRIDGE n
Non-Roman _Catholic*school*téachezs could end up _being_tzeated as_second-
class_citizens 1t the gepazate*school*b azds*" dlsc2|m|natoz§ h|2|n%
gzactlces aze not ended, says the pzesident of the Ontazio Secondazy
*School*Teachezs _Fedezation.
appen _unless the separate

"There®s a distinct possibility this could h
*school*boazd emp?oys tegchezs zeggzdless of therz religion,”™ Malcolm
Buchanan said Yesterd%y- .

Pzemiez William Davis announced on Tuesda¥ that the pzovincial _
Goveznment would gzant Catholic*schools*equity In status and financing
within the p¥blgc education system. _ ]

As pazt of his statement, Mz_ Davis said that foz the next 10 yeazs the
Catholic*school*boazds must employ non-Catholic teachezs iIn theiz
secondazy*schools.*The sepazate*school*boazds usually- give preference to
Catholic™ teachezs when they aze_hizing. ] )

Mz . Buchanan saird he 1s” afzaid the  sepazate*school*system will continue
to give pzefezence to Catholic teachezs. As_PubI|c*schogl*enzolment )
continues to deczease, many non-Catholics will be applying foz jobs i1n the
sepazate«school«system. ] )

The fedezation i1s also concezned about what will happen to non-Catholic
teaghezs be%ond the 1o0-yeaz zoviston. .

] The Catholic*schools*will _still _be funded by taxpayers® dollars, but
it seems that the Goveznment is saying non-Catholic teachezs won 't be
hized aftez the 10_yeazs aze ovez. That's disczimination,'™ he said. .

Mz . Buchanan_said the fedezation wants cleaz guazantees fzom Ontazio
that non-Catholic teachezs will be considezed foz emqloyment on an equal
basis _i1n the Catholic system and the fedezation may_ lauhch-a

*constitutignal*challengeé thzough 1ts national council. 3 3

John Tolton, chaizman of thé Metzo Toronto*School*Boazd, said he is
also concezned about how non-Catholic teachezs will be hized because they

aze not equal In the eyes of the separate board. )

The _sepazate*school*system”s cuzzent_huzun%_gzactlce _won"t change,
ggggzdgggoﬁp the pzesident of the Ontazio English Catholic Teachezs

1ation.

"They“ze*denominational*schools*and the all-day zeligious milieu
zequizes Catholic _teachezs Kevin Kennedy saird, adding that while theze
|s_no_genezal policy foz the hizing of Catholics fizst, i1t Is assumed that
this 1S _how 1t wozks. _ ) ]

_Cazoline DiGrovanni, vice-chaizman of the Metzo Sepazate*School*Boazd,
said she has_alsg nevez seen a wzitten policy zegazding hizing, but "we
Tfavoz Catholics. ] _ A
..__She said she hopes the_boazd will be able to hize non-Catholicsj

equitably and_faizly"” while retaining the_ zeligious basis of the system.

Education Minister Bette Stephenson could not be reached to_commént on
whether the pzovincial Goveznment will Eass*legls atign*zequizing the
separate boards to hize teachezs without regard to zeligion.
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** Catholic Church marks 200th anniversary **
** A mass _celebration **
N f1d BY PAT ROCHE

ST. JOHN®"S, N

FOR MORE than a centur%, one of this city"s prominent_landparks has been
the Basilica of St. John the Baptist. This week, _the imposing stone
bU|Id|n% was _the site of celebrations commemorating the 200th anniversary
of the Tounding_of Roman Catholic Church_in Newfounhdland. _ _

Roman Catholicism has been practiced in Newfoundland since the Tfirst
Europeans arrived more than 400 years ago. The church was formall¥
established when Pope Pius Vl_aﬁ80|n¥ed an Irl?h Franciscan priest, James
Lours O"Donel, as the Tfirst bis of Newfoundland on May 30, 1/84.

The Newfoundland church_was now directly responsible to the Vatican,
rather than to the bishop_ iIn London. Hence  Newfoundland became the seat of
¥?ﬁd§§50nd formally established Catholic church 1n North America (after

Roman Catholicism was brought to Newfoundland by Irish immigrants and
toda¥ about one-third of the population of 600,000 are Roman Cathaqlic.

Although the faith retaln?_a firmer hold 1n Newfoundland than In most
of North America, 1t has declined_ in the East_couple of generations.
Church attendance has fallen - only S!Iﬁh ly in rural aréas, but by as
much as 50 per cent In some urban parishes, ” say church _estimates.

While some Cath?llcs were aliepated b ?ause the% felt the church was
changing too_quickly, others may have fallen away Decause they felt i1t
wasn™t chaqgln% quickly enou%P, says Archbishop Alphonsus Penney of
Newfoundl%% . Other changes may have ?gfecte? church %ttgndance- EOE
example, ears ago, re else cou egple go on Sunday, exce 0]
cﬁurg ? Now you ﬁavg alw ﬁlnds o thlong."p 9 Y p_

_There has” also been a decrease 1nh the number of young men entering the
priesthood, although no serious shortage _exists. Théere has, _however, ~been
ahdrastlc decreﬁse of goun% people entéring the three religious orders 1in
the _province: the Sisters Of Mercy, the Presentation Sisters and the
Christian Brothers. _ } ] _

And costs have risen. Although contributions have increased, they_have
nﬂt kﬁgt gage with fBel gnd labor costs and other expenses of maintaining
churches and parish burldings. i
. In Newfoundland, @ as elsewhere, the church has _in_recent Xears become
involved with social i1ssues. Through edirtorials_in i1ts_monthly_newspaper
The Monitor, and in press releases from its Social Action Committee in St.
John®s, the church has commented on_issues such as offshore oil ]
development and the restructuring of the province®s Tisheries, urging that

57
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the needs of the uqgrkers must not be f?rgotten- N

It has_supported Indian and Inuit alms to _special status as
aboriginal people. In 1982, the Socral Action Committee participated
inter-church_commission that produced a report on housung conditions
St. John"s. The report, uhich saird that the housing available to many of
Fgo%ngwae%g%{ﬁ iIn the city was sub-standard, created a controversy” that

s S. _ N i i

One area where the_church®s involvement is unlikely to_change in the
near fTuture i1s_education. The Catholic church began opeating 1ts own

*schools*iIn Newfoundland i1n 1833 when_the_Christian Brothers and_nuns began
educatln? the _children of the poor. The Terms of Union_under which
NewfoundTand JOIn?d Canada 1In 1949 ensured that the major Christian

*denominations*would retain certain_important powers _over education. Thaose
powers have been protected_b¥ the Canadian*Constitution*s”“ince 1982, and
include the rights to appoint a percentage of*school*board_members,
control over entry iIntgo the teaching proftession and authority to allocate
public funds for*school*constructiqn. ] )

Five major Protestant*denomipations*combined their separate*school*
boards iInto_a series of regional i1ntegrated boards 1n_the 1960s.  However,
Archbishop _Penney says tha in_no way' does he expect the Catholic_ boards
to merge with the others. Catholic children attend Protestant*schogls*only
In areas where there aren®t enough Catholic children to justify buirlding a
Cathaolic*school ,*and vice-versa. )

_""But where we_have a viable*schogl*population, we feel that our
XhlAgEeH an% their parents have abrlﬂht 1o tUe!r own:sc?ool*board),"
Archbisho enney says. A surve emori niversi as ear
|nd|catedpthat_ e m%Jorlty of New¥ound anders are sat¥sf|eg %lth the
pres?nt educational system: ] i

Also, _an agreement’ reached this year with the Newfoundland Teachers
Association ensures that a certain percentage_of teachers employed by each
Catholic*school*board will _be nuns and Christian Brothers. The |8ure IS
based _on numbers employed _in 1982, when 216 of the province"s 8,000
teachln% BOSItIOﬂS were Tilled by members of the religious orders.

ADDED SEARCH TERMS: Newfoundland religion Roman Catholic CJiurch
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** RC rights lost in bar alnlng
** with Teachers, trustees tol
Y _ROBERT MATAS . _ _

Several separate*school*boar in Ontario are bargaining away their right
tQ a Roman Cathol|c*schoo!*system_8g aﬂreelng 0 Show ﬂust cause before
Tiring a teacher who marries” outsi the chufFch. Rev. Raymond Durocher
says.
_yOntarlo*school*bqards have always maintained that a teacher who was
fired for marrying 1n a non-Catholic ceremony could not*appeal*the

*x
**x
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decuﬁlon-
e Brltlsh North America Act_of 1867 gfaranteed the*school*sy?te
right hire only teachers who lead Catholic lives and provincia aws

could not violate” those rlghts» Father _Durocher» _research director of the
Ontario Separate*SchooI*Trustees Association» said yesterday at the
association®s annUﬁ meetln%

However» 17 Cathol ds iIn Ontario have signed collective
agreements with their teachers that i1nclude a clalise stating no teacher
will be dismissed without jJust cause.

Earle McCabe» an lraison officral for the board» told trustees that a

*court*rulln earlier this year found that the clause allows a teacher to
contest _a rln% for*denomxnational*reasons.

The BNA Act does not oblige a board or the teachers to negotiate or
reach an agreement on*denominational*matters. But the*constitution*also
does Lhot 8 3 any voluntary agreement » Mr. McCabe said.

*scho boar that has entéered into* the agreement has forfeited some
of |ts ri hts» proba h |nadvertently» he sai } )

"Me ar concerne that the boards” never intended this. Uhat is now
reguired iIs that the hoards negotiate amendments to the agreements and
reinforce _their*constirtutional*rights»” he added. B}

Catholic*schogls*across Canada "have been facung creasung Ere sure 1n
%goeng.%gars to justity the fTiring of teachers who made non-Cath

i -

ThegSupreme*Court*of Canada i1s expected to rule later this year on a
case _of a Vancouver teacher whgse contract was not renewed because she
married a divorced Methodist. Catholic trustees have said the case could
%gﬁgﬁg_the hiring and flrlng practices of Catholic*schools*throughout

John Fauteux» a vice-president of the Ontarlo Engllsh Catholic Teachers

Assocuatlon» sald the Oontario teac ers roup has always assumed that a
*school* oard th e right to dismiss eac er for marrying outside the
church» regar ess of the wording of co lective agreements.

The fedération protects 1ts members who are fired to ensure that due

ocess has _been followed» he said. But he _refused to comment on whether
the gatﬁg?}éoqawould fight for a teacher dismissed for marrying outside

FauESSQ ggeg would have to be considered individually on 1ts merits» Mr.
Catholic trustees _at the annual meetln ?ald the% wanted the*school*
boards to have the right to hire only Catholic teac ers and fire any
teacher who_ does not Continue to practlce the Catho alth-
John Devlin» trustee from the Huron Perth Roman Cathollc Separate
*SohooI*B _?» ) a teacher teaches mQre by who he i1s and what he does
with his t an what he teaches 1n the classroom.
lvia Vanhaverbe e» a_trustee from the Peterborough -Victoria-
Northumberland- Newcastle Roman Catholic Seyarate*School*Board» _said
truste s are 8 en hesitant to rarse*denomxnational*issues in fear of
bern abelled a bigot.
ut 1f lisend my child to a_French immersion*school»*1 expect aII the
teachers to speak French» and 1f 1 send them to a Catholic*school»*
expect all the teachers_to be Catholic»” she
Mrs. Vanhaverbeke said she had ob ected t? her board S emplo |n a
teacher of the aha i1 farth., He was_an exc ent t acher g
owed to teac |%lon._ Nevertheless» three e s stu ents at the
*school*turned to the aha"i1 faith» she said.

59
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Father Durocher said*school*trustees roust reflect community standards
|ng iIT a teacher should be_fired on*denominational*grounds.
_sard an Irish priest can drink as much as he uants but cannot run
ith women; and Xn Suebec, a priest can run_around but cannot
d . At McGill Unlver3|t%, you don"t have to believe i1n God but have to
be farthful to your wife. But’ at the University of Montreal, you have to
in God ut_dt does not matter 1f you are fTarthful to your wife,

Father Durocher said. _

__As a guide of community standards. Father Durocher suggested trustees
fire a teacher only for something that would prevent the trustee®s

S

ecid

S
aroun ult
u
n
n

election. "l had a drunken trustée come to me and_ask how to get_rid of a
ggﬁn er teacher. 1 told him we better talk about it at another time," he

_The sta¥dard for evaluatin CathoI|C|t¥ is that_the tgacher glve sonme
evidence of acceptance and_commitment to Christianity and a desxXre to live
according to Christian beliefs, Father Durocher added. _

Mr. McMcCabe warned that*school*teachers convince ruste?s to_include
the jJust cause clause by a pealln? to their sense of fair play. Teachers
persuade trustees to sa¥ t e¥ would not fTire someone without just cause
and_then ask for_a written statement In the agreement.

_ Trustees should consider including a clear statement of management
rights 1n the contracts to clarity their authority, he said. Theé _trustees
should also ensure that an exception for*denominational*reasons is part of
anB ust cause clauses. } }
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*x Rellglous freedoms can bow to law, **
** Crown tells Sunday-closing*appeal™**

} ) B KIRK™ MAKIN .
The*cgnstltutlonalI¥—guaranteed*r| ht to freedom of religion must )
sometimes bow to duly-legislated laws, a Crown lawyer saXd yesterday in
defending Ontario®s tcontroversial Sunday-closing law. ] ]

"1 m goun% to submit_that_there iIs provision (in the*constitutign)*for
the unequal treatment of religions,”™ lawyer Bonnie_Mein said. Provisions
for*denominatio al*sch?ols*aFe one _example, she said when pressed by the
Ontarro*Court*of*Appeal*panel hearing e case. _ ._ .

Eight Toronto stores are challengxng the validity of the Retail )
Business Holidays Act on several*constitutional*grounds. The case, being
heard by five udges, IS _expected to break new g ound. )

Miss_Uern denied_the*legxslation*was 1nspired by a desire to protect
the_Christian _day of rest. ) } _ o i

_To the obvious‘chagrin of Ontario _Chief Justice William Howland, Miss
Wein was engaged in a lengthy and spirited*constitutional*debate by Mr.
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Justice Halter Tarnopolsky, a rg&o%nlzed*constltutjo_al*expert-

Judge Tarnopolsky acknowledge he right to re!I%IOUS Tfreedom may have
taken a bﬁck seat Inh days hefore the Charter of Rjpghts and Freedoms: But
had the charter not changed many of the ground rules? N

_""Are those pre-charter cases” not irrelevant now?" he interrupted at one
point as Miss Hein recited case law to back up her points. .

I would suggest they are_more than simply historical analyses»' she
replied. "The prior authorities still_have great weight."

At an¥ rate» Miss _Hein said» religion 1s not behind the act. Various
defence Tawyers predicted this line of defence during the submissions»
with_one lawyer termlng i1t ''‘nonsense.’’ ]

Miss Hein also_argued that the businesses» some of which allege
religious discrimination» have no right to seek refuge under_the charter
becatise the right to religious freedom applies only to individuals» not
companies.

9udge Tarnopolsky said he found this submission curiqQus» since_ this _
would mean companieS could not alle%e a_breach of the right to religion if

»legislators»*for example» stopped them from selling the Old Testament.

Miss, Hein also argued that any economic penaltiés incurred_ by_stores
result because the¥ hose to stay closed on other da%s for religious
reasons. _The _unfqrtunate conse?uences should not be blamed on the

»Iegaslatlon*ltse » which simply ensures one day of rest per week» she
saxd.

According to the freedom of religion and conscience _argument used _
earlier_thiS week by some of the appellants» the act discriminates against
?82E9h2%§E#%?S who must stay closed on Sundays or open with severe

icti .

Lawyer Gerald Levitan raised the question of freedom of expression

gestet ay» saylng_that the video-rental store he represents 1s beilng

ISscrimrnated” against. ) ) ) ) )
ADDED SEARCH TERMS: _Ontario Retail Business Holidays Act store closings
Sunday laws anti-Semitism
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** Provincial rules vatX Fokox
***School»prayer fades away In Canada **
L ; B ROBERT . MATAS _ )

The tradition of starting _each*schogol*day in Canada _with the Lord"s

Prayer and a Bible reading  is gradually disappearing In many provinces.
'No one told anyone what to do., It Just faded away,’ Robert Trempe,

secretarx:general of the guebec Ministry of Education, said yesterday Iin
an interview from Quebec City.

_.Ten or 15 years _ago, Quebec teachers would have a grayer or a moment of
silence at theé beginning of_class. But religion has_lost” 1ts clout and
many teachers now begin™ their day without any religious exercises, he
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said.

Oﬁen!n exercises are required In classrooms in Ontario» Newfoundland

an nitoba» a though exemﬁ 1ons are possible. But_ In other provinces»
-school-boards or*schools*cah decide hou to reflect the community®s
preference. . ) ] ] L.

Prayer _in public*schools*has _become a major issue iIn U.S. politics
during” this election year. President_Ronald” Reagan» who has favored prayer
iIn the*schools*for moSt of his political career» i1s pushing for a )

_%RQSE ggg;&&gl—amendment that would allow teachers and students to pray in

Two _U.S. Supreme-Court-decisions in 1962 and 1963 effectivel

rohibited praeﬁr and Bible readings. '"lIt_was a shock to a lgt %f geggle»
ary Eauer» spokesman for the U.S.~ education department» said yesterday in
an interview.

The movement to bring prayer back into the classroom_has also_been )
spurred by a rebirth among youth of a commitment_to religious values» said
Mr. Bauer. He said he was reflecting the views of the Uhlite House. ]

any_older students In the publiC-school-system have formed clubs with
glous ortentation and want the right to meet for prayer or to
the Bible_before class» he said:
Reagan believes religious freedom should apply everywhere»
ng m _the-schools»-Mr. Bauer said. Children should nhot be_forced to
pate_in a religious exercise» but those who want to pray in a
S
U

hould be permitted to do_so» he said. .

> U.S. Senate 1s to vote this afterngon on Mr. Reagan®s 3

onstitutional-amendment but Mr. Bauer_sajd the President will likely be

1X votes_short of the_required two-third"s majority needed for passage.

With public opinion polls showing widespread support for prayer iIn th

—%ﬁgo%aﬁ—g[-nReagan will probably™ continue to raise the i1ssue” throughout
ign.

Nonepo the Canadian provinces prohibits prayer or Bible reading iIn the
classro%m» although provincial governments protect a student®s right to be
exempt from prayer. o ] ) ]

Educators and government officials alsq_said they saw no evidence 1in
Canada_of a rebirth_of a copmitment to religious values or growing popular
sup?ort for prayer in*schools.* - _

The hlghly decentralized Canadian education sy?tem allows a wide
variety of practices acrgoss the country» ranging’ from the church settin

requirements for the Publlc—gchool—system in"Newfoundland to each-school-
setting 1ts_own practice In_Suebec. _ . .

. Newfoundland 1s unique» Boyce Fradsham» the Education Ministry"s

glrector of-school-services said In an interview. The reljgious
*denominations*first _set u% the-school-spstem and, the province gradually
took _over responsibility Tor financing 1t. But the _church retains
considerable authorltx over curriculum» rellg!ous instruction and even
requirements for teacher certification» he said. ) ]

_The %rOV|nce safeguards 1ndividual choice.by allowing children who
object to be_excused from class» he added.

Th? 8ntar|o Gov?rnment requires public-schoo s—fo ogeg or close each

-school-day with religious exercises. However-school-boards are given
{ggéﬁggg to provide a selection OF religious prayers and readings to the

The Ecumenical Study Commission» a group regresentlng five different
religious groups» began a few pears ago to lobby for changes» noting. among
other things how opening exercises were often carried out mechanically
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through public_address systems. But their efforts have not led to
government action. i ] ] )

Manlto a ha? ext ns‘ve regu%atlons ﬂovernln% not only the selection of
readings but also the length™of time that can De spent ©On openin
exercises.-School-boards are allotted to_exempt-schools,-but 1t at least 60
pagen}s*petltlon for prayers, theirr children must be permitted to pray at
school . 3 _

Nova Scotia, Neu Brunswick, PEIl, Quebec, Saskatchewan and Alberta allow
prayers but do’ not prescribe it. Although ‘the practice varies from*school*
to-school,-and i1n_some cases_class to class, many-school-children are not
involved 1n 1t, officials said. N -

ADDED SEARCH TERMS* Canada education religion prayer
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-- Quebec wants education guarantees changed --
B MARGOT GIBB-CLARK
obe and Mail Reporter i}

QUEBEC - %uebec would like to see an amendmpent to_education _
visions of the Canadian-Copstitution-and would be WI||In% to discuss
h a proposal 1f the federal Government were interested, Education
ister Camille Laurin said yesterday. L ;

But Dr. Laurin said he doeS nqot see any contradiction in Quebec’s
lingness to_discuss-constitutional-change, even though the province
es not accept_the validity_of_ the new Canadian-constitution. ]

"*No,_ there i1s no_contradiction. We are still 1n Canada and we think
(Section) 93 1s com Ietelﬁ outdat?d," he told reporters during committee
hearings” over proposed educatignal reform 1n Quebec. ) )

Section 93 of the-Constitution-guarantees the education.rights of
Protestant and Catholic minqQrities, but not_of Enﬂllsh and French - a
sityation many critics_ say Is out of tune with contemporary mentality.

] The way the_article 1s formulated doesn"t correspond to the actual
g gﬁaglgn iIh society,” Dr. Laurin said. ""It serves as a hindrance to any

*gl think 1t would be_the responsibility of the_federal Government to
change® an article which is_evidently_out of tupne with_ the present ]
ggtuathn- 1f they took this initiative we would surely participate in the

IScussion.

However, the minister denied Quebec had recently asked Ottawa to
consider changlng the education clause sayln% only that the i1ssue had

ome up regularly over the years when Quebec bureaucrats met with their

ederal counterparts.

The current _Quebec proepgal, B

r

u
1
i
0

Il 40, would_set up French and English
] r nce, but would leave those _
-denominational-boards which existed 1n_Montreal and Quebec City at the
time of Confederation, because of Section 93.

i
-school-boards_1n most of_the provi
e
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Last Week*constltutlonal*lawyer Gil _Remillazd also called for changes
to get rid of uhat he called the."*ambiguity”™ of Section

*Con glt onal*negotla |on uere urgent, he” sai be au%e thls article

wou |ca any reorganization of the*sc *system.
resent Wordlng of Section 93 has been one reason behlnd the

fal ﬁ of several reCent attempts_at education reform B zugbec with t?
minority clinging to existing Protestant*school*boar i1ts only

«constltutlonal»protec 1on. )
Almost 20 ears ago, the Parent Commission on education reform said it

was time for unl fied*school*boards. Since then, other groups have
suggegted Iangu e-based boards.

eral ticCe crltlc Herbert Marx, a*constitutional*lawyer, said
yesterday that in his opinion_Bill 90 is safe from*constitutional*
challengés because 1t leaves intact the Montreal and :2uebec*denorainational™*

boards.
But, he said, there might be another _contradictions Section_23 of the

*Constlfutlon*%yarantees language rights and 1t is unclear how it ties in
with Section
Section 23 1S beln% used In the current Ontario*Court*of«Appeal™
challe e by Franco Ontarrans who claim they have the right to French
*schoo oards. In that case, Ontario Government lawyers have_argued that
the federal 1ntent was to provide for French language education, but not

minority langua e*school* oards
ADDED SEARCH™TE Cana a*constltutlon*2uebec education policy
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***School*boards irked ** o
** over Laurin decision **
*x not to hear all briefs **
¥ MARGOT GIBB-CLARK
Globe and Mail RePort r
2UEBEC CITY mille _Laurin was criticized

- Education Minister Ca
Kesterday for dec |d|ng to hear less _than a third of the groups preparing
riefs _on _a major educatlon reform for the province.
Bill 90, which has rou% rotests throlughout 2uebec over the last two
ears, has’ drawn a record 297 briefs, more than for the language
« e |51at|on «With televised National Assembly committee hearings to begin
oday, Laurgn_announced he would hear 73° groups.
“Th |s law will _have fundamental repercussions 1in our society.” Jacgues
Mon eau of Montreal®s lIsland*School*Council said. It isn"t just a*school*
sc%oo georganlzatlon It"s a project which amms at state control of our
« -
Mr. Mongeau and representatives of the province"s Catholic_ and
Protestant*school*board federations repeated their earlier call for the
*Ieglslatlon*to be withdrawn. And they i1nsisted that all those who had
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taken the trouble to uflte brlefs be heard.

Dr. Laurin said Bi would democratlze the province®s education
system by concentrating _much greater power at the bottom of the pyramid»
Wlth paﬁents nd In Individua *schoo f

e explanatory notes to the _bill he sald*schools*should"be Iargel
self—governlng and _each implement its own I “educational scheme surted to
1ts particular, environment, as decided on through continuing
collaboration” among parents, pupils and*school*staff. He tried to sell
that _view In a rovunce -wide’ tour after publishing a white paper prior to
tabllng the bil Ia? June.

would so change the current*denominational*boards for French
Qor Engllsh boards. All publlc -school-boards 1n Quebec are_currently
designated elther Protestant or Cath lic and several previous attempts to
get r|d of this system have a
ents who” come from almost every group in Quebec society, say the
Ian WOU d emasculate-school-boards, which have been effective political
onents of the Education Department, and thus effectlvely concentrate
number of groups are also opposed tQ dropping*denominational™
ards for euther religious or*constitutional*reasons-
IS adopted as 1s, the*school*boards would be Erofoundly
emasculated " "Robert Chagnon, president of the Federation of Cath
-School —Com fSIOﬂS said.
The*sc oard representatlves would not indicate yesterday what

course _of actlon they take 1f Dr. Laurin_refuses their request. He
has said list o groups to be heard is still open and that he cut the
number of brlefs to e eard to avoird repetition.

Mhen asked why eld a press conference instead of trying to

negotiate this Wlth t e Educatlon Department, the*schogl*board
representatives sent telegrams to the department over Christmas brought no
response. Many groups_didn"t even receive the list of those due to be
Bﬁard Mr. Mong€au said, so they might not even realize they had been left
He also_accused Dr. Laurin of settln% UR the order of appearances _so
that op gosun roups are heard late at night _or after several days. The
Island ouncil represents a quarter of Quebec®s students and we are
Bgyw%sheard 41st,” he sald. The council represents all Montreal Island
Prot stant and Catholic boards across th% province have alread¥ spent
ear 1.5-million on ?ubI|C|tg 805|n% F_ e |slataon .—They a
gress room open ec ot uratlon 0
hearlng have been runnln tel eV|S|on an dio ad campaigns.
present 1n Quebec, 94 er cent of-school- board operating budgets
came from the province. Local boards_are only allowed to raise a maximum
of ¢ per cent. Curriculum is centralized and” teacher contracts are
negotiated province-wide every three years.
The twice-delayed hearings” are scheduled over 16 days this month and
next. FoIIOW|ng the hearingS. Dr. Laurin has said he hopes to see the law

ado te the tlme the _Na |onal Assembl rises for the summer next June.
% Ea educatl rltlc g e Ryan has said he feels jat least another
of t rou ou d be ear

ADDED SEARCH T RMS: Quebec education policy
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** RC trustee chief optimistic **
** on ard for Grades 9» *x
. _By _ROBERT MATAS B .

_ The Roman Catholic community in Ontario has tried_every possible ave

in the past 100 years to reverse a Government decision to restrict pub

sup?ort for separate*schools*to the elementary grades. _ _

hrough six generations, they have demonstrated, petitioned and )
appealed. Occasionally, they persuaded political_parties to carry thei
banner i1nto the_ middle of Ontario election campaigns, but usually uith
dlsastrou%_results-_ ) _

_ Their biggest gains have come_ from working %U|etly for small but )
sugnlflcanf Steps “toward their ultimate goal_o full” Government financing
fggdaa%qg ete Catholic*school*system from kindergarten to high*school*

uation.

g Catholic groups today are still using a wide diversity of tactics_to
ress their demands. An” Ottawa-based Catholic students® qQroup recently
aunched another*court*challenge, a Catholic teacher®s group continues _to

lobby provincial politicians and church members pursue what some describe

as cocktairl diplomacy. }
_But away from the SROtA'%ht’ a ?r u% of seearate*school*trustees has
quiet ¥ een working on thoSe smal ut signiticant steps that are _
radually moving theé Catholic*school*system another notch closer to its

oal .
Chris Asseff, who na? been |nv%Iveg In separate*school*politjics _since
1997, _.says he may be_'‘clobbered™ for being too optimistic. But he is
counting” on_a significant change in Government policy before the Pope"s
visit néext September. _ _ ) )

The Catholic community took a beating in 1971, when the ¢liberal Party
stood for_ full financing” of the CatholiC*school*system and -.did very poorly
at the polls, Mr. Asseff, the executive directQr Of the Ontario Separate

*School*Trustees Associatign, said In a recent iInterview.

The trustees” associration decided to change_ its strategg and
concentrate on |mprOV|n%_Government support only fTor Grad 9 apd 10. _

Ontario Education Mihister Bette Stephenson ‘indicated recently their
tactics are succeeding. The Government Is not seriousl talklnq apbout
extending public support to the end of high*school_ *But 1t 1s 1ooking at

recognizing the additional costs for Gradés 9_and 10, she said.
"We"re Workang with them to provide an equitable arrangement,™ Dr.
Ste? enson sald. .

he arrangement sought by the trustees®™ association would cost at least

12-mallion ear. Theé money would i1ncrease Government support for Grades
and _10 1n Ca hollq*sch?Pls to the same level as 1ts support for non-
*denomlnathgglﬁgu |IC*SC_001?,* _

Mr. Asse said_the significance of the arrapngement i1s, to a Jarge
extent, symbolic. For the first time, the OntariQ Government would Dbe
ﬂraﬂtln r recognition to two secondary*schoo

|gT* *sys

nue
lic

r

schoo tem *grades 1n the Catholic
he debate” over public support for Catholic*schools*stretches back to
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the Scott Ac% of 1863. The British North_America Act of 1867 reinforced
provisions of the Scott Act b¥ guaranteeing Roman Catholic bhoards the
right to maintain and le a tax to fuppor sgparafe*school*boards-

The Ontario Gavernment” subsequently decided_to limit 1ts support to
elemeptar *schools,*the Iev$l of s hooljng available 1n the separate

*school*system at the time of Confederation. _ B}

. Houevér, there uere differences iIn _uhat was considered to be included
in the elementary*schqol*system. The Catholic»schools»uent up to Grade
and did not include high*school .»But eleraentary*school*in the public
system ends uith Grade™s . )

The decision _has had some bizarre results. The Government acknouledges
that educating Grade 9 and 10 students costs about $800 per student more
than 1n the elementary grades. Nevertheless, Government grants to_ the
Cat?ollc system for Grades 9 and 10 are still based on efementary*school*
costs. B ) ] 3

For ipstance, at Michael Power-St. Joseph high*school*in Etobicoke, the
gym uas built urth a Government grant for an_elémentary*school .»The high

*Scthool*students must cope uith a ?ym for smaller children - louer
ceilings, 1nadequate shaouers and Tess space. L )

_ Mr.” Asseft said the flrst_ste%_tguar Tull reco?nltlon uas taken in the
mid-1970s uhen former education minister Thomas Nells approved Grade 9 and
10 religious courses as hggh*schopl*credlts- A feu years later, the
Governmeént agreed to provide special grants for Grades 9 and 10. Last
year, the Government approved a substantial iIncrease In_the special .

E%%%ﬁ% leaving Catholic*schools*uith $351 per student less than public

» -

The next ste% uas arranging for Government _grants for trainable
retarded students In Grade 9 and 10 in CatholicC*schools.»The Government
does not have to _go much further to complete i1ts support for_ Grades 9 and
10, although no formal _announcements have been made or official
recognition has been given. )

Separate*school»supporters have alsgo given the Government another )
reason_for making the _step. While enrolmént in the public»school»system is
declining, the Catholic*school*system i1s_bulging at the seams.

Publ1c*school*enrolment from Jjunior klnderqgrten to Grade 10 dropped. by
20 per cent durlng the 19/7/0s to 837,991 from 1,097,055. Catholic*school*
enrolment _1ncreased bp about 2,000 sStudents to 920,320. .

The shift in Ontario®s RoEulatlon explains _the changes. _The Statistics
Canada 1981 census_ found that the populatign in_the Metro Tgoronto region
increased by 370,822 and 62 per cent uere Catholics. About 35 per cent of
the provincial population 1s nou Cathalic.

he 1mpact,  of_the changes uould clearly not be lost on the
Conservatives,”™ Liberal MPP Sean Conuay saxd. _ )

Yet Mr. Conuay, uho uas actively involved in the 1971 campaign, uas
skeptical _about ‘the_prospects of a_shift in Government policy. Although
Premier William Davis campalgned vigorously against extending aid, he™ has

ersuaded some separate»school»supporters that their best chances lie uith

he_ Conservatives, he said. i

The main argument against Government supRort for Catholic*schools*-
during the past century as uell as today - has been that_the Government
should not Tinance_ tuo” systems and possibly_many_more private*schools.»

That"s a legitimate response r. Assefft said. But the separate

»schogls»are an |nﬁgggaéegar of the public»school»system in Ontario and

not 1ndependent, L.
William Kent, president of the Association of Large»School»Boards of
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Ontarlo» said the non-Catholic*school*boards decided not_to take an
off|C|a 05|t|on on the question of Government recognition for Catholic
»schﬂ? g » ¥ fear their comments moul _misinterpreted and the debate
wou e%ene ate Into a battle between re igions.
But the boar S are very %oncerned about where the Government will find
money to meet the _demands o the Cath c*schools.»After the _Government
decides on the principle of gognltlon» someone has to ask if the
province can afford 1t» he sal
‘We"ve been_told_ that the flnanC|aI ie is only so large and» whatever
ha pens» the pie will not get larger. they the Governiment) are %0|n%
glve the sebarate»schoo s»moze money» theh they are going to be taking
someone else»” Mr. Kent said.
he public»school*boazds have been hanging on "by their fingernails»"
he added An ""alarming”™ number of programS are already underfinanced. In
Peel Region» the board of education does not_have enough money even to _
hire substitutes whenever a reqular_teacher i1s sick» sard Mr.” Kent» who 1s
also charrman of the Peel Board of Education.
The public boards also want the Government to ensure that_ the Catholic
*schools accept the Te re%pon3|blllt|es as the public*schools*iIf they
receive the same lev 1nancin
Most Cath lic h|gh»schoo s»cater to the academically oriented students
that will go_on to post-secondary education. They don."t provide business
or vocational training. The publxc»schools»must accept everyone who passes
through their _doorstep» Mr. Kent said.
Richard Chiazelli» a trustee on the Carleton Roman Catholic Separate
*chool*Boazd» Is also concerned about Government recognition of Grades 9

10 -
resident of the Ontario Student Alliance for Fair Funding» Mr. _
Chlare 11 began*court*action this year to win_full flnanC|n? for Catholic
high*schools™»The student group expected the Government would try to
undermine support for the*Court*case» he adde
"The Government knows we cannot afford the*court*case without
contrlbutlons to ﬁa Tor |t- But % giving something to the qU|etest 1obby
rou he Govern ﬁ 1 ealeg the " 1mpréssion that progress 1s made by
uallsm» 1arelli_sai
DD D SEARCH T RMS: Ontario government grants education finance Roman
Catholic Separate»Schools»
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BATECIRES ST, JOHN"S WQRRS L. 514

** Most*schools*closed **
*» by _contract dispute **
**7 1n Newfoundland **
gOHN S QSP) - All but a few of Newfoundland 650 Publlo*schools*weze

ST
closed yester 5? 1rst ¥ rOVJnce W|de st ockout of the
7»600-mémber Ne oun an Teache S Asso tion.

The association is pitted against the*school*boards* federation and the
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zovincial Government and none f arties ave any sign they were
re gEedSto resugecgtg tng Stare rea8 tract t% tdown .
the doors closed ¥ % s%hools» bot Y] Hes cried foul at the
other"s tactics. Teach ers esmen sald he closings were lockouts
because union memhers rep ort work and were turned away.

Kevin Breen» dlrector of the school boards® fTederation» Ssaid the _
teachers threatened tg remove some services and were therefgore on strike.

Under teachers” collectlve bargalnlng legislation,*a strike 1s de f|n d
in part as ""slowdowns or ¥ othér concCerted act|V|ty on the part of
teachers designed to restrict or limit (work) output.®™®

*Schools*were quiet and_pickets were rare.” Most teachers simply went
home when told their services Were not required.

Most of the*schogls*still en were run_by Pentecostal or Seventh-Day
Adventist churches 1n Newfound and* s*denomlnatlonal*school*system-

The two_sects oppose strikes on _princip

Twent —two other*schools*iIn di ferent ?arts of the province were open
becaus% heir principals had assured_ local*school*boards that all services
wgo e offered. Principals are included in the teachers- argalnlng

The tea hers» frustrated b an 18 month contract dispute glt
province» had threatened to stop EZVISIH% *school*buses an unc rooms»
attend meetings» meet parents or ta e part extra- currlcular activities
for_the provihce®s 150»000 students.

The dispute centres on a propgosed one-third pay cut for substltute )
teachers» class suzes» Job security and the Government S Rro%ram limit
wa e éggreagesa%o per~cent 1n one year and 4 per cent the next year of a

Ng arpalnln sessions were planned» and_ Education Minister Lynne Verge
ﬁgédngh oped not even try to head off the closings because she felt there

Union president Hayne Noseworthy had tough time with callers to an
open line radio show_m the morning» most of whom condemned the union.

Noseworthy said the*schools*™were closed by the boards» not th
teachers» and the Government_had bargained in bad_faith. r

He said the Government rejected t e union”s offer to accept bindi
arbitration of_ the dispute. 1Tynne Verge has said _arbitration was rej
?%gag%%lége%ould have Timited” the Government®s fTlexibility in dealin

The Roman Cathollc» United and An lican churches issued a_joint
statement cal ? the two sid e% resume negotiations ""for the sake
of_t C ooI S who seem to be the ones deStined to bear the brunt of
thls un ortuna e S|tuat|on- _

Lynne Verge said there |s no point in talking to the union until it
formally agréees to acce% he wa e-restraint program.

However» Mr. Noseworthy sal he union officrally agreed tg the
restralnts at the bargalnlng table and money 1Is not” an issue for the

ADDED SEARCH TERMS: Newfoundland teachers strikes
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***School*officials **

** request meetln? xx

** on PQ proposal ** ) )
MONTREAL (CP{ - Leaders of 2uebec*school*boards want _a meeting with
Premier Rene_levesque to discuss possible changes to Education Minister
Camille Laurin®s controversial plan to revamp Quebec®s*school*system.

Xn a weekend telegram to Mr. Levesque, they _ sard Dr. Laurin ’IS
"*misleading_the_citizens.of Quebec and betraying (school, boards) when he
clains to maintain universal suffrage®" iIn the election of«school*
commissioners. ) ) _ i

The Government_is expected to table*legislation®*in_the_next few weeks
ggﬁ%son Mr. Laurin®s plan which will eliminate*denominational*school*

The*denominatignal*boazds are to be_replaced by linguistically based
boards whose commissioners would be selecged by a% |nd?rect syst%m o%
unitversal suffrage. ] i

The _telegram was glgned bx the presidents of the Quebec Federation_ of
Catholic*Schogl*Boards "and the Quebec Association_ of Protestant*School*
Boards, as we as by the chairmen of the Montreal Xsland*School*Council,
the Montreal Catholic*School*Commission and the Protestant*School*Board of
Greater Montreal. _ )

_ Dr. Laurin®s scheme was _intended_to make*schools*more democratic _by
giving Barents greater decision-making power, but Allan Butler, chairman
of _thé _Protestant*School*Board of Greater Montreal, said Dr. Laurin’s real
intention 1s to _centralize power within_the Education Department.

ADDED SEARCH TERMS: Quebec education policy
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8rants to paﬁ for expanS|on of the Catholic system» several members of the
athollc com nlgy sal In_interviews.

The Ontario Secondary*School*Teachers Federation» the wealthiest )
teachers roup In the province» represents 35»000 teachers. Tnhe Ontario
te éﬁg}spa holic Teachers Federation represents 23»000 high*school*

IT the change in Government policy results in_a shift of as many
teachers as_ the OSSTF predicts» 1Its membershlﬁ WI| be reduced to about
%8»888» while the Catholic federation membership will rise to more than

D4

The fTinancial authority of the npon-depominational boards will also be
weakened once property taxes_paid by Catholic parents are no longer
transterred to the non—denomlnatlonal high*school*system

Meanwhi le» Cathollc*school officials are also wofried”about the shifts
within the Catholic community.

Many Cathollc high*schogls*have been kept alive_by the dedication of
rellglous order » whose rleets and nuns, saw teaching as a vocation.

with full Government fTinancing» the religious orders may turn away
from the*schools*to serve 1In needier areas.

Government financing may also_undermine parent involvement in Catholic

»schools »Parents who have Struggled to buirld the prlvate Cathollc*school*
their nei ood remain 1hvolved. Without t e strugg e to pay the
blllS» the*s oo s*ma lose one of their most valuable _aSsets.

Several*school*trustees» teachers and parents were initially worried

about provisions which would open up the parochial system to non-Catholic
teachers and _students.

administrators an? educator have evelo ed everal resRonses to
satls those concerns» leavin small grou arents anhd teachers
to be_tctonvinced that the Catho |c nature of the schoo s*will be Protected

While the_Catholic community wrestles with the implications o
unexpected victory» some outside the Cathollc*school system are ISSUIng
dire warnings about the consequences the policy change:

Mark Holmes» a professor _in_ the_department of_educational
administration_at the Ontario Institute for Studies In Educatlon» sketched
out two scenarios 1n a recent OISE newsletter.

he optimistic side iIs that non—denomlnatlonal*schools*W|II rise to the
challen%e of _competition and Catholic»schools»will have to struggle to
maintain their enrolment.

The second scenario i1s that public secondary»schools»will become the
g gév%gent of Canada Manpower Centres - the place for those with no place

The OgSTF has already sounded the alarm_ for the end_of_ the public

*school»system. It estimates s »000 jobs would be lost 1f_all Catholic
students " 1n the non-*denominational»system transferred into the Catholic
*school*system.
Mr olmes predicts _a massive shift in real estate if all Catholic
chlldren attend Catholic*schools._»Non-denominational»schools»will be re-
christened as Catholic*schools*in almost every Ontario community» from
Kenora 1o Ottawa.
Condltlons non-dengminational*schools*will deterlorate as
o e _their est st?dents to Catholic or private*schoo 3 *The»schooIS*W| |
ely resort to amln% callbre of the student bo y Tor everything
that goes wron with th *schools»»he suggested.

The %I community» though» does™hot anticipate substantial

expanS|on of 1ts*school*system.
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Ed McMahon* chairman of_ the Metrg_ Separate*Schogol*Board in Metro
Toronto* insists the*school*board will not be required to hire any more
high*school*teachers.

Pressed in an infterview to estimate hou_many teachers in_ the province
may be affected* _John Fauteux* president of thé Ontario English Catholic
Teachers Federatlon* suggested a maX|mum of 2*000 teachers

Catho |IC redictions  of minimal disruption are base on a ﬁerceptlon of
the Cath lic*school*as something more than a Iace to learn the t ree Rs.

The* school*ls an_integral part of a mostl ¥ omo eneous Catho
CommHnlﬁ y* reinforcing Catholic values taugh bg e _Church and practlced
in ome* teachers trustees and_priests sal interviews.

Teachers ang stude will_ pot flnd Ca hollc*scho Is* ttﬁactlve unless
they share e 1In e Cathollc nature of the*schoo *»w entail
pra ers at he beglnnlng of every-day and sometimes at |nn|n of

each_class* a way of living that” is consistent with Cathollc enets and a
willingness to participate actively iIn the*school*communitp.

g ThF Catholic high*school*system” has grown considerably iIn the past

ec
The Cathollc High*School*Commission* a_ 10-member board appointed by the
rchbis of Toronto_to supervise _Catholic hlgh*schools*from Oshawa to
OakV|IIe* was responS|bIe for 21 high*schools*in 1971. The commission now
runs 43 |8h*schoo S.

Across Ontario* about 43*000 students_were enrolled in 78 Catholic high

»schools*10 years ago- h 1983* the Catholic community was supporting about
71*300 students in” 107 high*schools.*

But several*school s*are overcrowded and must rely on poorly insulated
gortab#z classrooms. Many*schools*lack shops* proper libraries* cafeterias

Gozernment financin WI|| mean pargnts will no longer have to_pay
tuition* which runs_be We % 190> or buy _books and uniforms*
which adds an addltlona 20 to 300 to the cost of»school.*

The fees cover as ? per cent of the_cost at some*schools**
said Leo_Dupuis* the Catho ic ng Sc ool*Commission”s executive director.
The remainder 1s raised through otterles bake sales and bongos or
contributions from the teachers the parish church _and the_.community.

Parents and students who have steered clear_of Catholic*schools*have
done sa for reasons other than the cost* he said. The*school*is too far
awa¥* friends are going to another*i hool*or a specific program has a

er reputation at_a_ different*sc
sald hose reasons will likely not change W|th Government financing* he

The-ldentlty of the Catholic*school*system does not depend on its
financing* Mr. Du uis_added.
égaggt§onRCH TERM Roman Catholic Church Ontario separate*schools*
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** Commission plans hearings **
** Polit?cs not seeﬁ %?ﬁggtgng %C probe **

n B OBER )
o Conservative Ieadgrsﬁlp race» Tollowed possibly by a
election» _will not affect_the cantroversxal work of a
dealing with Government aid to Catholic hrgh*schools »*says
charrman Urlltam Neunham. ] } _
nservative party i1s expected to hold a leadership race in mid-
January to chose a successor to Premier Uirlliam Davis. Many observers
expect” an electigon will be called shortly afterward. ) _
At the same time» the_commission will” be_holding a series of public
hearings across the province. Ten hearings In major centres have been
schedu ﬁd from mid-November fo mlﬂ— Febru&ry.
The historic education policy has sparked some controversy over whether
non-Catholic teachers and students would®™ be accepted by Government-

e]e}

Q)

supported Catholic high*schools*and whether money would be diverted from
thgpffnancgafgy starvgg non—denom?nationa?*schoo *system to the new
Catholic high*schools.*

However» “Mr. Newnham said yesterday he does not expect the _controversy
sgfrguggin%b?qxernment aid to” Catholic*schools*to be dragged into the

it um.

? The commission has a clear mandate to make recommendations concerning
implementation of Government policies» he said. Regardless_of what happéns
1n the leadership_race or a possible_election» the commission will proceed
"in_good falf ” with 1ts work» he S%Id . ] B}

Edmund Nelligan» vice-chairman of the_commission» said during a news
conference the Government may not have _time to pass the apprgpriate

*Ieglslatlon*bg SeRtember» when the policy 1s to come, Into effect.

The changeS» though» could be 1mplemented by a_Cabinet decree for
September and*legislation*introduced at a later time» he said. ]

Mr. Newnham also downplayed _concerns_about access to the Catholic

*schools*and about the cost_of iIm Iementh% the 8o||gy.

In_some areas of Metro Toronto» Catholxc*schools*do not .<4ave room for
additignal _students and could not be forced to accept more.children» he
said. But in areas of the province such as Eastern Ontario; the Catholic

*school*ma _be the only hig *school*ln_ghe area and will have to accept
non-Catholic students» Mr> Newnham said. i

He said he_gxgegted the cost gf Government_?ld would b? close to the.
estimate _provide y Mr. Davis of_about $40-million annually. Some critics
maY?_gﬁtaﬂﬁtgglthat the new*school*system could cost more than $io0-

1lli ually. ) . 3 N

The Qropgrtj%n of Catholic parents whgo send their children to Catholic

*schools*varies across the province from 60 to 90 per _cent. Although Trrm
forecasts have not yet peen prepared on the number of children who will
enroll _in the Catholic high*schools»*Mr. Newnham said he did not expect a
S|8n|f|cant change In_the proportions. ]

*éghgglggARCH TERMS:  Ontarxo. education Roman Catholic Church separate
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** Qutsidezs WeI%ome RC*SC?&?'S,»biShOp saps **

in
) i y _ROBERT NA i
Raoman Catholic*schools*in Ontario should accept non-Catholic students only
it the 8azents are willing to accept the entire Christ-centred program of
the*scq ol*system, an Ontario b'sho says. n
As long as the*denominational*rights” of the Catholic system are
respected, the*schools*should also De prepared to hire non-Catholic

teachers who_lose theilr g?bs as a result of students transferring to a
government—flnance Catholic*school*system, Nost Rev. James Doyle of._
eterborough, Ont., chairman of the education committee of the” Ontario
Conterence”of_ Catholic Bishops, saild yesterday In an interview.

Bishop Doyle made the comments outSide a meeting at a downtown hotel
where the bishops were hammering out a statement Ih response to Premier
Nilliam Davis®™s decision to_extéend Government financing to Catholic high

»schools .»The thee—day meetln% 1Is_to_end t?da¥-

Bishop Doyle"s*appeal*to Catholic*school*trustees who do not want non-
Catholic _children or teachers iIn their system comes at the_same time as a
warning from the head of the government CTommission responsible for
|mpIeT?ntln% the new education_policies. . _ )

. Mrllram Newnham, chairman of the commission Ffor planning and
|mplement|n% change 1n the governance _and administration_of secondary
education 1h Ontario, has told_Catholic*school*trustees from across ‘the
province that they have no choice: they must accept_non-Catholic teachers.
e _also cautioned trustees to think” carefully before turning away non-
Catholic _students. ] ]

Speaking at a conference of*school*tzustees and supervisory officers
last week, "Mr. Newnham reminded them of statements from the Second_ Vatican
CoanII ;hat point toward admitting non-Catholic students tb Catholic
»schools.

Trustees and _board officials are responsible for ma!ntalnln? the
Catholic ethos 1n the*schools*and students who are admitted will have to
recognize that fact, he added. ] )

. Davis has saird Catholic*schools*must_hire non-Catholic teachers
when the Government begins Tipancing Catholic high*schools*in September,
1985. However he gave the Catholic*Schools*more discretion with_non-
Catholic_pupils, Saying only that he hopes the*school*boards will consider
universal access. _ ) B

Several Catholic*school*tzustees have ?ald the Cathollf_nature of the

*school*sy?tem may, be threatened by an influx of non-Catholic students and
non-Catholic teachers. _ _

Ontario Education Minister Bette Stephenson has_ threatened, as_a last
resort, to*legislate*universal access to the*schools,*but Mr. Davis has
not_backed up_ the threat. _ _ ) )
. Bishop Doyle sagd In the interview he_sees_the issue of non-Catholics
in the atho_lc*schoolfs¥stem as a_question of justice. _ . i

Justice 1s the strictest of all 'virtues fTor~a Christian,"” he said.
"Where 1t 1is BroveP_that he transfer of_ﬁuplls_to a Catholic s¥gtem
caused a non-Catholic to lose a job, we in Jjustice have to consider
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offerin% job."

|shop ad ed that ustlce FG%UIFES the _Catholic*school*system to
accept non-Catho students under three conditigns: 1T the parents_accept
the Catholic nature of the*schools,*if the*schools*have space and 1f the
par%nts are willing to pay therr*school*taxes to the Catholic*school™*
system
4 He does not see Catholic*schools*becoming an instrument of converS|on"
b¥ acceptln% non- CﬁthollC stu% nts. The*sch?ol*s stem_1is ex%%cte
Ccre ated u

ate ded ristians t in_a pluralistiC society, e*schools*
cannot rose EIZQ, gls og gg g
so em asize ishop, he_was only offering hls Personal
adV|ce to

a schogl*trustees and was not dlctatln what the¥ shou
The bJshops role 1Is a religious role . . . . e 1de guardrans of the
faith,” he said.

Nr. Newnham said the commission expects the Cathoflc*school*boards and
the non-denominational boards of education_ to_co-operate 1n working out
the |mplementat|on of Tfatlon olicies.

separate*school* oar s WI be as e to submit to the commission

Ians for _imp el entation, OH lscwf3|on with the_ non-

*dengminational*boards, he sal e ans wi set out enrolment
Fyo;ectlons response to the need or staff w*schools will be shared or
ransfterred and measures for French-languag ducation.

The commission 1S preBared to arbitr te tween Catholic and non-
*denomlnatlona X oards. But trustees should work to solve problems by i
hemse ves he said. “Arbitration can too easily become a process In which
Ba ind a third one to blame,'™ Nr. Newnham said.
ADDE SEARCH TERNS. Ontario education government grants Roman Catholic

Church separate*schools*
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** RCs won t aégsgﬁschool*prlorlty *x
Roman _Catholic*schools*iIn ?ntarlo should accept non- Catholic students
only if the parents are wi |n% to accegt e entlre Christ-centred
program 0 t e*school*systen n Ontario bishop sa
the* denomxnatlona *rl% ts of the Cat O|IC system are
respected the*schools*shou also De prepared to hire non-Catholic
teachers ose thelr jobs as a result of students transferring 1. a
overnment flnanced Catholic*school*system, Nost Rev. James Doyle of
eterborough, chairman of the education_committee of .the _Ontario .
Conference” of Catholic Blsh ops” said this morning In an interview.
The bishops are meeting this week behlnd closéd doors_at_a downtown
hotel _to hammer out a statement _in response to Premier Willjam Davis*®
decision to extend Government financing to Catholic high*schools.*
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Bishop Doyle said he sees the issue of non-Catholics in the Catholic
*schogl*systen as a guestlon of JU?}ICQ. o e -
Justice 1s the strictest of all virtues for_a Christian be" said.
Uhere 1t 1s Rroyen that the transfer _of _pupils to a Catholic¢c system
caused a non-Catholic to_lose a Job, ue iIn justice have to consider
0] erln%_a job,"™ Bishop Doyle said. ) )
. The Dishop added that hé does not see the Catholic*schools*becoming ™an
instrument of conversion™ by accepting non-Catholic students. i
The*school*system Is expected to create dedicated Christians, but in a
Ballstlc society the*schools*cannot take that approach, Bishop Doyle
emier Uilliam Davis_has _announced that the Government uill provide
r!nan0|ng to Catholic hlgh*schools,»startln%h|n_September, 1985. The
i
r

= O

c*schaools*uill be required_ to hire non-Catholic teachers_ but they
equired_to accept non-Catholic children only 1t the*schools*have

, Nr. Davis has said. i} _

everal Catholic* chool*grustees said the Catﬁo ic*school*system should
accept non-Catholic students or hire non-Cathglic teachers. Education
ister Bette Stephenson_has threatened to*legislate*universal access to
e*schools,*but the Premier has_not backed up~his minister’s_threat.
Bishop Doyle saild the bishops®™ role In education iIs_to advise and not

o =

=<5 ="cO
SmiQ O m

direct the*school*boards. ""The _bishops are concerned uith religion . . . .
Ue axe the guardlans of the faith, e said.
Bishop Doyle has already brought his advice to a conference of separate
*school*trustées from across_ the %rOV|nce- He su%gested to them last ueek
that they accept non- Catholic students under thrfee conditions *
. That %ﬁrents accept the Catholic*school*program.
. That the separate*schools*have room. )
.. That parents pay their*school*taxes to the Catholic*school*system.
Under PFOVInCI 1" lau, only Catholics can nou pay their taxes to the
Catholic*school*system.

ADDED, SEARCH TERMS * Ontario education government grants Roman Catholic
Church separate*schools*
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** Public can participate in _hearings on RC*school*financing **
n N } B ROBERT MATAS _ ] N n
Public hearln%s uill be held on Government financing of Cathgolic high
*Schools*%n on aFIO in the uake of concerns about implementation and™ the
impact of the plan. o )
Ontario*school*trustees and_teacher associations have been pressing for
a forum on public aid to Catholic high*schools*ever since last June uhen
Premier _Urlliam Davis announced an eXtension of Government aird urthout
consulting _uith any members of the_ education_ community.
During™ 1ts i1naugural meeting held privately yesterday, the recently



